
Judgment Day Surprises ---- Eccl. 12:14
Intro:

A. After stated the whole purpose of man (Eccl. 12:13) the writer of Eccl. States a pertinent observation
about our choices in this life:

1.  Ecclesiastes 12:14 (NKJV) ----  14 For God will bring every work into judgment, Including every
secret thing, Whether good or evil. 

2. You are free to make the choice but you are not free from the consequences of those choices.
B. The times of ignorance of the plans of God is long gone bye and it is now a demand of God that men

repent which shows the access to knowledge and the ability to understand.
1. Acts 17:30-31 (NKJV) ---- 30 Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now commands

all men everywhere to repent,  31 because He has appointed a day on which He will judge the world
in righteousness by the Man whom He has ordained. He has given assurance of this to all by raising
Him from the dead." 

2. Romans 2:5-11 (NKJV) ---- 5 But in accordance with your hardness and your impenitent heart you
are treasuring up for yourself wrath in the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of
God,  6 who "will render to each one according to his deeds":  7 eternal life to those who by patient
continuance in doing good seek for glory, honor, and immortality;

a. 8 but to those who are self-seeking and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness--
indignation and wrath,  9 tribulation and anguish, on every soul of man who does evil, of the Jew
first and also of the Greek;  10 but glory, honor, and peace to everyone who works what is good,
to the Jew first and also to the Greek.  11 For there is no partiality with God. 

3. 2 Corinthians 5:9-11 (NKJV) ---- 9 Therefore we make it our aim, whether present or absent, to be
well pleasing to Him.  10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one
may receive the things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.  11
Knowing, therefore, the terror of the Lord, we persuade men; but we are well known to God, and I
also trust are well known in your consciences. 

C. From these passages it is a certainty that there is a JUDGMENT DAY and that each and every one will
stand before that Throne - the question is when that happens for you and me - are we going to be
surprised?

D. There are a number of facts to consider in this study:

II. The Reality of the Judgment
A. For the Professed Unbeliever:

1. The Atheist – (Psalm 14:1 NKJV) ---- 1 To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of David. The fool has said
in his heart,“There is no God.” They are corrupt, They have done abominable works, There is none
who does good.

2. The Skeptic – (2 Pet. 3:1-15 NKJV) ---- 1 Beloved, I now write to you this second epistle (in both
of which I stir up your pure minds by way of reminder), 2 that you may be mindful of the words
which were spoken before by the holy prophets, and of the commandment of us, the apostles of the
Lord and Savior, 3 knowing this first: that scoffers will come in the last days, walking according to
their own lusts, 4 and saying, “Where is the promise of His coming? For since the fathers fell asleep,
all things continue as they were from the beginning of creation.” 5 For this they willfully forget: that
by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of water and in the water,
6 by which the world that then existed perished, being flooded with water. 7 But the heavens and the
earth which are now preserved by the same word, are reserved for fire until the day of judgment and
perdition of ungodly men. 8 But, beloved, do not forget this one thing, that with the Lord one day
is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. 9 The Lord is not slack concerning His
promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish
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but that all should come to repentance. 10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night,
in which the heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat;
both the earth and the works that are in it will be burned up. 11 Therefore, since all these things will
be dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, 12 looking for
and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be dissolved, being
on fire, and the elements will melt with fervent heat? 13 Nevertheless we, according to His promise,
look for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells. 14 Therefore, beloved, looking
forward to these things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, without spot and blameless; 15 and
consider that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation—as also our beloved brother Paul, according
to the wisdom given to him, has written to you,

3. The Idolater & Immoral – (1 Cor. 6:9-11; Rev. 21:8)
a. 1 Corinthians 6:9-11 (NKJV) ---- 9 Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the

kingdom of God? Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor
homosexuals, nor sodomites, 10 nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor
extortioners will inherit the kingdom of God. 11 And such were some of you. But you were
washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the
Spirit of our God.

b. Revelation 21:8 (NKJV) ---- 8 But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually
immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and
brimstone, which is the second death.”

4. The Good Moral Man – (Acts 10; John 8:24; Rom 3:23; 6:23)
a. Acts 10:1-2 (NKJV) ---- 1 There was a certain man in Caesarea called Cornelius, a centurion of

what was called the Italian Regiment, 2 a devout man and one who feared God with all his
household, who gave alms generously to the people, and prayed to God always.

b. John 8:24 (NKJV) ---- 24 Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for if you do not
believe that I am He, you will die in your sins.”

c. Romans 3:23 (NKJV) ---- 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,
d. Romans 6:23 (NKJV) ---- 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in

Christ Jesus our Lord.
B. For the Professed Believer

1. Those who deny the reality of hell – J.W.’s; 7th Day Adv.; Etc.- (Mat. 10:28; 25:41-46; Rev. 21:8)
a. Matthew 10:28 (NKJV) ---- 28 And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul.

But rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.
b. Matthew 25:41-46 (NKJV) ---- 41 “Then He will also say to those on the left hand, ‘Depart from

Me, you cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels: 42 for I was hungry
and you gave Me no food; I was thirsty and you gave Me no drink; 43 I was a stranger and you did
not take Me in, naked and you did not clothe Me, sick and in prison and you did not visit Me.’ 44
“Then they also will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry or thirsty or a
stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to You?’ 45 Then He will answer them,
saying, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did
not do it to Me.’ 46 And these will go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into
eternal life.”

c. Revelation 21:8 (NKJV) ---- 8 But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually
immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and
brimstone, which is the second death.”

2. Those who do not believe that God will allow people to go into hell – (Mat. 25:46; 2 Thes. 1:7-9;
Rev 21:8)

a. 2 Thessalonians 1:7-9 (NKJV) ---- 7 and to give you who are troubled rest with us when the Lord
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Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, 8 in flaming fire taking vengeance on those
who do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 These
shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and from the glory
of His power,

b. Revelation 21:8 (NKJV) ---- 8 But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually
immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and
brimstone, which is the second death.”

III. The Standard of Judgment
A. For the Religious Unbeliever

1. The idolater – Hindu, Buddhist,  Etc. – (Heb. 11:6 NKJV) ---- 6 But without faith it is impossible
to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those
who diligently seek Him.

2. Muslim,  Jew, J.W.’s; Mormons - Etc. – (John 3:16-18; 8:24; 12:48; 14:6; Rom 2:16)
a. John 3:16-18 (NKJV) ---- 16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that

whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 17 For God did not send His
Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved. 18 “He
who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is condemned already,
because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.

b. John 8:24 (NKJV) ---- 24 Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for if you do not
believe that I am He, you will die in your sins.”

c. John 12:48 (NKJV) ---- 48 He who rejects Me, and does not receive My words, has that which
judges him— the word that I have spoken will judge him in the last day.

d. John 14:6 (NKJV) ---- 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes
to the Father except through Me.

e. Romans 2:16 (NKJV) ---- 16 in the day when God will judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ,
according to my gospel.

3. The Moralist – (Eph. 2:8,9; Rom. 2:16; 3:23; 6:23)
a. Ephesians 2:8 (NKJV) ---- 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of

yourselves; it is the gift of God,
(1) Ephesians 2:9 (NKJV) ---- 9 not of works, lest anyone should boast.

b. Romans 2:16 (NKJV) ---- 16 in the day when God will judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ,
according to my gospel.

c. Romans 3:23 (NKJV) ---- 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,
d. Romans 6:23 (NKJV) ---- 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in

Christ Jesus our Lord.
B. For the Professed Believers

1. Catholics – not the church Catechism or Pope - (John 12:48 NKJV) ---- 48 He who rejects Me, and
does not receive My words, has that which judges him— the word that I have spoken will judge him
in the last day.

2. Protestants – Not creeds of men - (Rom. 2:16; Gal. 1:6-9; James 2:12) 
a. Romans 2:16 (NKJV) ---- 16 in the day when God will judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ,

according to my gospel.
b. Galatians 1:6-9 (NKJV) ---- 6 I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who called

you in the grace of Christ, to a different gospel, 7 which is not another; but there are some who
trouble you and want to pervert the gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we, or an angel from heaven,
preach any other gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him be accursed. 9 As we
have said before, so now I say again, if anyone preaches any other gospel to you than what you

Page 3 of  10



have received, let him be accursed.
c. James 2:12 (NKJV) ---- 12 So speak and so do as those who will be judged by the law of liberty.

3. Not Faith Only; Morality; Sincerity; Feelings or Religious Acts – (Jam. 2:14-26; Acts 23:1; 24:16;
Rom. 10:1-4; Mat. 7:21-23)

a. James 2:14-26 (NKJV) ---- 14 What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but
does not have works? Can faith save him? 15 If a brother or sister is naked and destitute of daily
food, 16 and one of you says to them, “Depart in peace, be warmed and filled,” but you do not give
them the things which are needed for the body, what does it profit? 17 Thus also faith by itself, if
it does not have works, is dead. 18 But someone will say, “You have faith, and I have works.”
Show me your faith without your works, and I will show you my faith by my works. 19 You
believe that there is one God. You do well. Even the demons believe—and tremble! 20 But do you
want to know, O foolish man, that faith without works is dead? 21 Was not Abraham our father
justified by works when he offered Isaac his son on the altar? 22 Do you see that faith was working
together with his works, and by works faith was made perfect? 23 And the Scripture was fulfilled
which says, “Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.” And he was
called the friend of God. 24 You see then that a man is justified by works, and not by faith only.
25 Likewise, was not Rahab the harlot also justified by works when she received the messengers
and sent them out another way? 26 For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without
works is dead also.

b. Acts 23:1 (NKJV) ---- 1 Then Paul, looking earnestly at the council, said, “Men and brethren, I
have lived in all good conscience before God until this day.”

c. Acts 24:16 (NKJV) ---- 16 This being so, I myself always strive to have a conscience without
offense toward God and men.

d. Romans 10:1-4 (NKJV) ---- 1 Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is that they
may be saved. 2 For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not according to
knowledge. 3 For they being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and seeking to establish their own
righteousness, have not submitted to the righteousness of God. 4 For Christ is the end of the law
for righteousness to everyone who believes.

e. Matthew 7:21-23 (NKJV) ---- 21 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the
kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven. 22 Many will say to Me in
that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and
done many wonders in Your name?’ 23 And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart
from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’

IV. The Recipients of Judgment
A. Every Accountable Unbeliever

1. Atheist; Modernist; Humanist; Skeptic, Etc. – (Rom. 1:18-32 NKJV) ---- 18 For the wrath of God
is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth
in unrighteousness, 19 because what may be known of God is manifest in them, for God has shown
it to them. 20 For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being
understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are
without excuse, 21 because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were
thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Professing
to be wise, they became fools, 23 and changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an image made
like corruptible man—and birds and four-footed animals and creeping things. 24 Therefore God also
gave them up to uncleanness, in the lusts of their hearts, to dishonor their bodies among themselves,
25 who exchanged the truth of God for the lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the
Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen. 26 For this reason God gave them up to vile passions. For
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even their women exchanged the natural use for what is against nature. 27 Likewise also the men,
leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust for one another, men with men committing
what is shameful, and receiving in themselves the penalty of their error which was due. 28 And even
as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a debased mind, to do
those things which are not fitting; 29 being filled with all unrighteousness, sexual immorality,
wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, evil-mindedness; they
are whisperers, 30 backbiters, haters of God, violent, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things,
disobedient to parents, 31 undiscerning, untrustworthy, unloving, unforgiving, unmerciful; 32 who,
knowing the righteous judgment of God, that those who practice such things are deserving of death,
not only do the same but also approve of those who practice them.

2. Idolaters; Immoral; Ungodly; Materialist – (Rom. 1:18-32; Gal. 5:19-21; Rev. 21:8) 
a. Galatians 5:19-21 (NKJV) ---- 19 Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery,

fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, 20 idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts
of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, 21 envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and
the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told you in time past, that those who practice
such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.

b. Revelation 21:8 (NKJV) ---- 8 But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually
immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and
brimstone, which is the second death.”

3. Religious, Moral, Benevolent, Relatively Good – (Rom. 3:9-23; 10:1-3; Mat. 15:7-9; Eph 2:8,9)
a. Romans 3:9-23 (NKJV) ---- 9 What then? Are we better than they? Not at all. For we have

previously charged both Jews and Greeks that they are all under sin. 10 As it is written: “There is
none righteous, no, not one; 11 There is none who understands; There is none who seeks after God.
12 They have all turned aside; They have together become unprofitable; There is none who does
good, no, not one.” 13 “Their throat is an open tomb; With their tongues they have practiced
deceit”; “The poison of asps is under their lips”; 14 “Whose mouth is full of cursing and
bitterness.” 15 “Their feet are swift to shed blood; 16 Destruction and misery are in their ways; 17
And the way of peace they have not known.” 18 “There is no fear of God before their eyes.” 19
Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, that every mouth
may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God. 20 Therefore by the deeds of
the law no flesh will be justified in His sight, for by the law is the knowledge of sin. 21 But now
the righteousness of God apart from the law is revealed, being witnessed by the Law and the
Prophets, 22 even the righteousness of God, through faith in Jesus Christ, to all and on all who
believe. For there is no difference; 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,

b. Romans 10:1-3 (NKJV) ---- 1 Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is that they
may be saved. 2 For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not according to
knowledge. 3 For they being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and seeking to establish their own
righteousness, have not submitted to the righteousness of God.

c. Matthew 15:7-9 (NKJV) ---- 7 Hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy about you, saying: 8 ‘These
people draw near to Me with their mouth, And honor Me with their lips, But their heart is far from
Me. 9 And in vain they worship Me, Teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.’ ”

d. Ephesians 2:8 (NKJV) ---- 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of
yourselves; it is the gift of God,

(1) Ephesians 2:9 (NKJV) ---- 9 not of works, lest anyone should boast.
B. Every Pseudo Believer

1. Those who preach false doctrine – (2 Cor. 11:13-15; 2 Pet. 2:1-3,17) 
a. 2 Corinthians 11:13-15 (NKJV) ---- 13 For such are false apostles, deceitful workers,

transforming themselves into apostles of Christ. 14 And no wonder! For Satan himself transforms
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himself into an angel of light. 15 Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also transform
themselves into ministers of righteousness, whose end will be according to their works.

b. 2 Peter 2:1-3 (NKJV) ---- 1 But there were also false prophets among the people, even as there
will be false teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the
Lord who bought them, and bring on themselves swift destruction. 2 And many will follow their
destructive ways, because of whom the way of truth will be blasphemed. 3 By covetousness they
will exploit you with deceptive words; for a long time their judgment has not been idle, and their
destruction does not slumber.

c. 2 Peter 2:17 (NKJV) ---- 17 These are wells without water, clouds carried by a tempest, for whom
is reserved the blackness of darkness forever.

2. Those who believe false doctrine – (Matt. 15:14; 2 Pet 2:19)
a. Matthew 15:14 (NKJV) ---- 14 Let them alone. They are blind leaders of the blind. And if the

blind leads the blind, both will fall into a ditch.”
b. 2 Peter 2:19 (NKJV) ---- 19 While they promise them liberty, they themselves are slaves of

corruption; for by whom a person is overcome, by him also he is brought into bondage.
3. All who do not know God and obey NOT the gospel – (2 Thes 1:7-9; Rom. 6:16,17; Acts 17:11)

a. 2 Thessalonians 1:7-9 (NKJV) ---- 7 and to give you who are troubled rest with us when the Lord
Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, 8 in flaming fire taking vengeance on those
who do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 These
shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and from the glory
of His power,

b. Romans 6:16 (NKJV) ---- 16 Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves to
obey, you are that one’s slaves whom you obey, whether of sin leading to death, or of obedience
leading to righteousness?

(1) Romans 6:17 (NKJV) ---- 17 But God be thanked that though you were slaves of sin, yet you
obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine to which you were delivered.

c. Acts 17:11 (NKJV) ---- 11 These were more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that they
received the word with all readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether these
things were so.

4. Those who have not confessed Christ as the Son of God – (Mat. 10:32,33; John  3:16-18; 12:42)
a. Matthew 10:32 (NKJV) ---- 32 “Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him I will also

confess before My Father who is in heaven.
(1) Matthew 10:33 (NKJV) ---- 33 But whoever denies Me before men, him I will also deny before

My Father who is in heaven.
b. John 3:16-18 (NKJV) ---- 16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that

whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 17 For God did not send His
Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved. 18 “He
who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is condemned already,
because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.

c. John 12:42 (NKJV) ---- 42 Nevertheless even among the rulers many believed in Him, but
because of the Pharisees they did not confess Him, lest they should be put out of the synagogue;

5. Those who have not repented – (Luke 13:3,5; Acts 17:30,31)
a. Luke 13:3 (NKJV) ---- 3 I tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all likewise perish.
b. Luke 13:5 (NKJV) ---- 5 I tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all likewise perish.”
c. Acts 17:30 (NKJV) ---- 30 Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now commands

all men everywhere to repent,
(1) Acts 17:31 (NKJV) ---- 31 because He has appointed a day on which He will judge the world

in righteousness by the Man whom He has ordained. He has given assurance of this to all by
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raising Him from the dead.”
6. Those who have not been baptized into Christ – (Acts 2:38; Rom. 6:3-6; Col. 2:12,13; 1 Pet. 3:21)

a. Acts 2:38 (NKJV) ---- 38 Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized
in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit.

b. Romans 6:3-6 (NKJV) ---- 3 Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ
Jesus were baptized into His death? 4 Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into
death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also
should walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have been united together in the likeness of His death,
certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection, 6 knowing this, that our old man was
crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be
slaves of sin.

c. Colossians 2:12 (NKJV) ---- 12 buried with Him in baptism, in which you also were raised with
Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead.

(1) Colossians 2:13 (NKJV) ---- 13 And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision
of your flesh, He has made alive together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses,

d. 1 Peter 3:21 (NKJV) ---- 21 There is also an antitype which now saves us—baptism (not the
removal of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God), through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ,

C. Every Erring Believer
1. Judgment begins with the house of God – (1 Pet 4:17; 2 Cor 5:10) 

a. 1 Peter 4:17 (NKJV) ---- 17 For the time has come for judgment to begin at the house of God; and
if it begins with us first, what will be the end of those who do not obey the gospel of God?

b. 2 Corinthians 5:10 (NKJV) ---- 10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that
each one may receive the things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good
or bad.

2. Those who return to the world – (2 Pet 2:20-22; 2 Tim 4:10; Jam 4:4) 
a. 2 Peter 2:20-22 (NKJV) ---- 20 For if, after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through

the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and
overcome, the latter end is worse for them than the beginning. 21 For it would have been better
for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than having known it, to turn from the holy
commandment delivered to them. 22 But it has happened to them according to the true proverb:
“A dog returns to his own vomit,” and, “a sow, having washed, to her wallowing in the mire.”

b. 2 Timothy 4:10 (NKJV) ---- 10 for Demas has forsaken me, having loved this present world, and
has departed for Thessalonica—Crescens for Galatia, Titus for Dalmatia.

c. James 4:4 (NKJV) ---- 4 Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not know that friendship with the
world is enmity with God? Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of the world makes himself an
enemy of God.

3. Those who do not walk in the light & turn from the truth – (1 John 1:5-10; James 5:19-20)
a. 1 John 1:5-10 (NKJV) ---- 5 This is the message which we have heard from Him and declare to

you, that God is light and in Him is no darkness at all. 6 If we say that we have fellowship with
Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light as He
is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses
us from all sin. 8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9
If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness. 10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not
in us.

b. James 5:19-20 (NKJV) ---- 19 Brethren, if anyone among you wanders from the truth, and
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someone turns him back, 20 let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way will
save a soul from death and cover a multitude of sins.

4. The self righteous – (Luke 18:9-14 NKJV) ---- 9 Also He spoke this parable to some who trusted
in themselves that they were righteous, and despised others: 10 “Two men went up to the temple to
pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11 The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with
himself, ‘God, I thank You that I am not like other men—extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as
this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I possess.’ 13 And the tax collector,
standing afar off, would not so much as raise his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God,
be merciful to me a sinner!’ 14 I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the
other; for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be
exalted.”

5. Innovators – (2 John 9 NKJV) ---- 9 Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of
Christ does not have God. He who abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the Son.

6. Cold formalism – (Amos 8:5; Mal. 1:8; John 4:24) 
a. Amos 8:5 (NKJV) ---- 5 Saying: “When will the New Moon be past, That we may sell grain? And

the Sabbath, That we may trade wheat? Making the ephah small and the shekel large, Falsifying
the scales by deceit,

b. Malachi 1:8 (NKJV) ---- 8 And when you offer the blind as a sacrifice, Is it not evil? And when
you offer the lame and sick, Is it not evil? Offer it then to your governor! Would he be pleased with
you? Would he accept you favorably?” Says the Lord of hosts.

c. John 4:24 (NKJV) ---- 24 God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and
truth.”

7. Those who harbor hatred – (Gal. 5:19-21; 1 John 4:7-21)
a. Galatians 5:19-21 (NKJV) ---- 19 Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery,

fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, 20 idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts
of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, 21 envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and
the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told you in time past, that those who practice
such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.

b. 1 John 4:7-21 (NKJV) ---- 7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone
who loves is born of God and knows God. 8 He who does not love does not know God, for God
is love. 9 In this the love of God was manifested toward us, that God has sent His only begotten
Son into the world, that we might live through Him. 10 In this is love, not that we loved God, but
that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so loved
us, we also ought to love one another. 12 No one has seen God at any time. If we love one another,
God abides in us, and His love has been perfected in us. 13 By this we know that we abide in Him,
and He in us, because He has given us of His Spirit. 14 And we have seen and testify that the
Father has sent the Son as Savior of the world. 15 Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God,
God abides in him, and he in God. 16 And we have known and believed the love that God has for
us. God is love, and he who abides in love abides in God, and God in him. 17 Love has been
perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness in the day of judgment; because as He is,
so are we in this world. 18 There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear
involves torment. But he who fears has not been made perfect in love. 19 We love Him because
He first loved us. 20 If someone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who
does not love his brother whom he has seen, how can he love God whom he has not seen? 21 And
this commandment we have from Him: that he who loves God must love his brother also.

8. The unprepared – (Mat. 25:1-30)
9. Those who are lukewarm – (Rev 3:14ff; Matt. 25:31-46; Heb 10:24,25)

a. Revelation 3:14 (NKJV) ---- 14 “And to the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write, ‘These
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things says the Amen, the Faithful and True Witness, the Beginning of the creation of God:
b. Matthew 25:31-46 (NKJV) ---- 31 “When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the holy

angels with Him, then He will sit on the throne of His glory. 32 All the nations will be gathered
before Him, and He will separate them one from another, as a shepherd divides his sheep from the
goats. 33 And He will set the sheep on His right hand, but the goats on the left. 34 Then the King
will say to those on His right hand, ‘Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared
for you from the foundation of the world: 35 for I was hungry and you gave Me food; I was thirsty
and you gave Me drink; I was a stranger and you took Me in; 36 I was naked and you clothed Me;
I was sick and you visited Me; I was in prison and you came to Me.’ 37 “Then the righteous will
answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty and give You
drink? 38 When did we see You a stranger and take You in, or naked and clothe You? 39 Or when
did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?’ 40 And the King will answer and say to
them, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you
did it to Me.’ 41 “Then He will also say to those on the left hand, ‘Depart from Me, you cursed,
into the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels: 42 for I was hungry and you gave Me
no food; I was thirsty and you gave Me no drink; 43 I was a stranger and you did not take Me in,
naked and you did not clothe Me, sick and in prison and you did not visit Me.’ 44 “Then they also
will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or
sick or in prison, and did not minister to You?’ 45 Then He will answer them, saying, ‘Assuredly,
I say to you, inasmuch as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to Me.’ 46
And these will go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”

c. Hebrews 10:24 (NKJV) ---- 24 And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good
works,

(1) Hebrews 10:25 (NKJV) ---- 25 not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the
manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day
approaching.

V. The Recipients Of Heaven
A. Every Faithful Believer

1. Trusting – (Rom 4:19-21 NKJV) ---- 19 And not being weak in faith, he did not consider his own
body, already dead (since he was about a hundred years old), and the deadness of Sarah’s womb. 20
He did not waver at the promise of God through unbelief, but was strengthened in faith, giving glory
to God, 21 and being fully convinced that what He had promised He was also able to perform.

2. Obedient– (Heb 5:8,9 NKJV) ---- 8 though He was a Son, yet He learned obedience by the things
which He suffered.9 And having been perfected, He became the author of eternal salvation to all who
obey Him,

3. Loving – (1 John 4:7-11,17 NKJV) ---- 7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and
everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. 8 He who does not love does not know God,
for God is love. 9 In this the love of God was manifested toward us, that God has sent His only
begotten Son into the world, that we might live through Him. 10 In this is love, not that we loved
God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11 Beloved, if God
so loved us, we also ought to love one another.

a. 1 John 4:17 (NKJV) ----- 17 Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness
in the day of judgment; because as He is, so are we in this world.

4. Diligent – (2 Pet. 1:5-10 NKJV) ---- 5 But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your
faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, 6 to knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance, to
perseverance godliness, 7 to godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness love. 8 For if
these things are yours and abound, you will be neither barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our
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Lord Jesus Christ. 9 For he who lacks these things is shortsighted, even to blindness, and has
forgotten that he was cleansed from his old sins. 10 Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to
make your call and election sure, for if you do these things you will never stumble;

5. Persevering – (Rom 5:1-5;  2 Pet. 1:3-9)
a. Romans 5:1-5 (NKJV) ---- 1 Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God

through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom also we have access by faith into this grace in
which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 3 And not only that, but we also glory in
tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces perseverance; 4 and perseverance, character; and
character, hope. 5 Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out in
our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us.

b. 2 Peter 1:3-9 (NKJV) ---- 3 as His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and
godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue, 4 by which have been
given to us exceedingly great and precious promises, that through these you may be partakers of
the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. 5 But also for this
very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, 6 to knowledge self-
control, to self-control perseverance, to perseverance godliness, 7 to godliness brotherly kindness,
and to brotherly kindness love. 8 For if these things are yours and abound, you will be neither
barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 For he who lacks these things
is shortsighted, even to blindness, and has forgotten that he was cleansed from his old sins.

1

B. If you don’t want to be surprised on the great day - then it is my suggestion and encouragement be a
faithful believer.

C. Judgment will take place = when?
1. Matt 24:42-44;  James 4:14

a. Matthew 24:42-44 (NKJV) ---- 42 Watch therefore, for you do not know what hour your Lord is
coming. 43 But know this, that if the master of the house had known what hour the thief would
come, he would have watched and not allowed his house to be broken into. 44 Therefore you also
be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.

b. James 4:14 (NKJV) ---- 14 whereas you do not know what will happen tomorrow. For what is
your life? It is even a vapor that appears for a little time and then vanishes away.

2. For What Purpose? -  John 5:28,29; Acts 17:30,31; 1 Cor. 15:24
a. John 5:28 (NKJV) ---- 28 Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all who are in

the graves will hear His voice
(1) John 5:29 (NKJV) ---- 29 and come forth— those who have done good, to the resurrection of

life, and those who have done evil, to the resurrection of condemnation.
b. Acts 17:30 (NKJV) ---- 30 Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now commands

all men everywhere to repent,
(1) Acts 17:31 (NKJV) ---- 31 because He has appointed a day on which He will judge the world

in righteousness by the Man whom He has ordained. He has given assurance of this to all by
raising Him from the dead.”

c. 1 Corinthians 15:24 (NKJV) ---- 24 Then comes the end, when He delivers the kingdom to God
the Father, when He puts an end to all rule and all authority and power.

D. Are YOU Ready? 
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