
Our Greatest Privilege - Worshiping the One True God
Intro:

A. Having looked at why I am a member of the church of Christ - today I want to focus on Our Greatest
Privilege ---- that is the honor of being able to “WORSHIP THE ONE TRUE GOD in HIS
PRESENCE.”

1. The Psalmist said: Psalms 122:1 (NKJV) ---- 1 A song of Ascents. Of David. I was glad when they
said to me, "Let us go into the house of the Lord." 

B. To these facts we must all agree:
1. We will worship something -
2. We become like what we worship – 
3. Worshiping God in spirit and in truth provides us with what we need –
4. Worshiping God in spirit and truth glorifies God and pleases Him.
5. How you worship God demonstrates what He is worth to you. 

C. Let us define first what we are talking about here:
1. Worship - Thayer Definition: - G4352 Ð proskunevw – proskuneoð

a.  to kiss the hand to (towards) one, in token of reverence
b.  among the Orientals, especially the Persians, to fall upon the knees and touch the ground with

the forehead as an expression of profound reverence
c.  in the NT by kneeling or prostration to do homage (to one) or make obeisance, whether in order

to express respect or to make supplication
(1)  used of homage shown to men and beings of superior rank

2. Vines Expository Dictionary of N.T. Words
a.  proskuneoµ (proskunevw , (4352)), to make obeisance, do reverence to (from pros, towards, and

kuneoµ, to kiss), is the most frequent word rendered to worship. It is used of an act of homage
or reverence (a) to God, e.g., Matt. 4:10; John 4:21-24; 1 Cor. 14:25; Rev. 4:10; 5:14; 7:11;
11:16; 19:10 (2nd part) and 22:9; (b) to Christ, e.g., Matt. 2:2, 8, 11; 8:2; 9:18; 14:33; 15:25;
20:20; 28:9, 17; John 9:38; Heb. 1:6

II. Is It Important “HOW” we worship?
A. I want to examine just a few scriptures here:

1. Psalms 5:7 (NKJV)  ---- 7 But as for me, I will come into Your house in the multitude of Your
mercy; In fear of You I will worship toward Your holy temple. 

2. Psalms 95:3-6 (NKJV) ---- 3 For the Lord is the great God, And the great King above all gods. 
4 In His hand are the deep places of the earth; The heights of the hills are His also.  5 The sea is
His, for He made it; And His hands formed the dry land.  6 Oh come, let us worship and bow
down; Let us kneel before the Lord our Maker. 

3. Psalms 96:8-10 (NKJV)  ---- 8 Give to the Lord the glory due His name; Bring an offering, and
come into His courts.  9 Oh, worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness! Tremble before Him, all
the earth.  10 Say among the nations, "The Lord reigns; The world also is firmly established, It
shall not be moved; He shall judge the peoples righteously." 

4. Leviticus 10:1-3 (NKJV) ---- 3 And Moses said to Aaron, "This is what the Lord spoke, saying:
'By those who come near Me I must be regarded as holy; And before all the people I must be
glorified.' " So Aaron held his peace. 

5. Isaiah 66:1-2 (NKJV)  ---- 1 Thus says the Lord: "Heaven is My throne, And earth is My
footstool. Where is the house that you will build Me? And where is the place of My rest?  2 For
all those things My hand has made, And all those things exist," Says the Lord. "But on this one will
I look: On him who is poor and of a contrite spirit, And who trembles at My word. 

6. Hebrews 12:28-29 (NKJV) ---- 28 Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom which cannot be
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shaken, let us have grace, by which we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear. 
29 For our God is a consuming fire. 

B. These passages speak as to our approach and attitude in worship - nothing more needs to be added
here.

III. The Reality of FALSE WORSHIP
A. From the book - Give Praise to God - JM Boice writes - “There are two ways to commit idolatry

– worship something other than the one true God, or worship the one true God in the wrong way”
B. Things Guiding Much of Modern Worship - why churches now have contemporary and traditional

worship services today.
1. Traditionalism – (traditions established by men – Mat. 15:7-9) 

a. Matthew 15:7-9 (NKJV) ---- 7 Hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy about you, saying: 8 ‘These
people draw near to Me with their mouth, And honor Me with their lips, But their heart is far
from Me. 9 And in vain they worship Me, Teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.’ 

2. Emotionalism – (mysticism, experience trumps truth – Col. 2:8)
a. Colossians 2:8 (NKJV) ---- 8 Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty

deceit, according to the tradition of men, according to the basic principles of the world, and not
according to Christ.

3. Pragmatism – (if people like it)
4. Subjectivism – (if it feels good)
5. Relativism - (if people want it)

C. Our worship can be:
1. In vain – 

a. By following man made doctrines - (Mat 15:7-9; Col. 2:21-23; Mat. 7:21-23; 21:25; Luke
6:46; John 14:15,21,23-26)

(1) Matthew 15:7-9 (NKJV) ---- 7 Hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy about you, saying: 8
‘These people draw near to Me with their mouth, And honor Me with their lips, But their heart
is far from Me. 9 And in vain they worship Me, Teaching as doctrines the commandments of
men.’ ”

(2) Colossians 2:21-23 (NKJV) ---- 21 “Do not touch, do not taste, do not handle,” 22 which all
concern things which perish with the using— according to the commandments and doctrines
of men? 23 These things indeed have an appearance of wisdom in self-imposed religion, false
humility, and neglect of the body, but are of no value against the indulgence of the flesh.

(3) Matthew 7:21-23 (NKJV) ---- 21 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the
kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven. 22 Many will say to Me
in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name,
and done many wonders in Your name?’ 23 And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew
you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’

(4) Matthew 21:25 (NKJV) ---- 25 The baptism of John—where was it from? From heaven or
from men?” And they reasoned among themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ He will
say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’

(5) Luke 6:46 (NKJV) ---- 46 “But why do you call Me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and not do the things which
I say?

(6) John 14:15 (NKJV) ---- 15 “If you love Me, keep My commandments.
(7) John 14:21 (NKJV) ---- 21 He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he who loves

Me. And he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and manifest
Myself to him.”

(8) John 14:23-26 (NKJV) ---- 23 Jesus answered and said to him, “If anyone loves Me, he will
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keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our home
with him. 24 He who does not love Me does not keep My words; and the word which you hear
is not Mine but the Father’s who sent Me. 25 “These things I have spoken to you while being
present with you. 26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name,
He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you.

b. By seeking to please self – (Ezek. 33:31; 2 Tim. 3:1-5)
(1) Ezekiel 33:31 (NKJV) ---- 31 So they come to you as people do, they sit before you as My

people, and they hear your words, but they do not do them; for with their mouth they show
much love, but their hearts pursue their own gain.

(2) 2 Timothy 3:1-5 (NKJV) ---- 1 But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come:
2 For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers,
disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 3 unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-
control, brutal, despisers of good, 4 traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than
lovers of God, 5 having a form of godliness but denying its power. And from such people turn
away!

c. By offering God our leftovers – (Mal. 1:6-8; 3:8,9)
(1) Malachi 1:6-8 (NKJV) ---- 6 “A son honors his father, And a servant his master. If then I am

the Father, Where is My honor? And if I am a Master, Where is My reverence? Says the Lord
of hosts To you priests who despise My name. Yet you say, ‘In what way have we despised
Your name?’ 7 “You offer defiled food on My altar, But say, ‘In what way have we defiled
You?’ By saying, ‘The table of the Lord is contemptible.’ 8 And when you offer the blind as
a sacrifice, Is it not evil? And when you offer the lame and sick, Is it not evil? Offer it then to
your governor! Would he be pleased with you? Would he accept you favorably?” Says the Lord
of hosts.

(2) Malachi 3:8 (NKJV) ---- 8 “Will a man rob God? Yet you have robbed Me! But you say, ‘In
what way have we robbed You?’ In tithes and offerings.

(3) Malachi 3:9 (NKJV) ---- 9 You are cursed with a curse, For you have robbed Me, Even this
whole nation.

2. In vain because of ignorance – 
a. True worship is revealed worship – Acts 17:22-23; Rom. 10:17; John 4:22; 6:44

(1) Acts 17:22-23 (NKJV) ---- 22 Then Paul stood in the midst of the Areopagus and said, “Men
of Athens, I perceive that in all things you are very religious; 23 for as I was passing through
and considering the objects of your worship, I even found an altar with this inscription: TO
THE UNKNOWN GOD. Therefore, the One whom you worship without knowing, Him I
proclaim to you:

(2) Romans 10:17 (NKJV) ---- 17 So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of
God.

(3) John 4:22 (NKJV) ---- 22 You worship what you do not know; we know what we worship,
for salvation is of the Jews.

(4) John 6:44 (NKJV) ---- 44 No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him;
and I will raise him up at the last day.

b. Sincerity is NOT enough! - Acts 23:1; Acts 26:9
(1) Acts 23:1 (NKJV) ---- 1 Then Paul, looking earnestly at the council, said, “Men and brethren,

I have lived in all good conscience before God until this day.”
(2) Acts 26:9 (NKJV) ---- 9 “Indeed, I myself thought I must do many things contrary to the name

of Jesus of Nazareth.
c. Ignorant worship prevents true worship - Romans 10:1-3; Acts 17:30

(1) Romans 10:1-3 (NKJV) ---- 1 Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is that
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they may be saved. 2 For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not according
to knowledge. 3 For they being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and seeking to establish their
own righteousness, have not submitted to the righteousness of God.

(2) Acts 17:30 (NKJV) ---- 30 Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now
commands all men everywhere to repent,

D. The approach many take regarding worship: 
1. “I think” . . . “I feel” . . . “It seems to me” . . . “My heart is uplifted”
2. This is the approach taken by many mentioned in the Bible – 

a. Nadab & Abihu – Lev 10:1,2 (NKJV) ---- 1 Then Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, each
took his censer and put fire in it, put incense on it, and offered profane fire before the Lord,
which He had not commanded them. 2 So fire went out from the Lord and devoured them, and
they died before the Lord.

b. King Saul – 1 Sam. 13:12 (NKJV) ---- 12 then I said, ‘The Philistines will now come down on
me at Gilgal, and I have not made supplication to the Lord.’ Therefore I felt compelled, and
offered a burnt offering.”

c. King Uzziah – 2Chr. 26:16-21
(1) 2 Chronicles 26:16-21 (NKJV) ---- 16 But when he was strong his heart was lifted up, to his

destruction, for he transgressed against the Lord his God by entering the temple of the Lord to
burn incense on the altar of incense. 17 So Azariah the priest went in after him, and with him
were eighty priests of the Lord—valiant men. 18 And they withstood King Uzziah, and said
to him, “It is not for you, Uzziah, to burn incense to the Lord, but for the priests, the sons of
Aaron, who are consecrated to burn incense. Get out of the sanctuary, for you have trespassed!
You shall have no honor from the Lord God.” 19 Then Uzziah became furious; and he had a
censer in his hand to burn incense. And while he was angry with the priests, leprosy broke out
on his forehead, before the priests in the house of the Lord, beside the incense altar. 20 And
Azariah the chief priest and all the priests looked at him, and there, on his forehead, he was
leprous; so they thrust him out of that place. Indeed he also hurried to get out, because the Lord
had struck him. 21 King Uzziah was a leper until the day of his death. He dwelt in an isolated
house, because he was a leper; for he was cut off from the house of the Lord. Then Jotham his
son was over the king’s house, judging the people of the land.

3. Let us note just a few thoughts from the works of men with regards to worship today: 
a. Churches are aging. Even among megachurches with their modern technology and huge number

of members, whole generations are now missing. In order to reach the 18-35 year olds, churches
need to incorporate alternative worship services into their ministries that meet the unique needs
of the emerging generations. In a conversational, narrative style, author Dan Kimball guides
church leaders on how to create alternative services from start to finish. Emerging Worship-
Creating Worship Gatherings for New Generations Written by: Dan Kimball

b. In 7 practices of effective ministry - Journal of the American Academy of Ministry
(1) Keep the mood, tempo of worship upbeat. 
(2) Resist the minor keys, they’re too somber. 
(3) Discard churchy anthems and hymns… 
(4) Provide sermons with a catchy ‘How to…’ titles.
(5) Encourage casual dress and informal ambiance… 
(6) The new model for efficiency and friendliness and enthusiasm is Walt Disney World 

c. “Everything from politics, to education, to religion has become defined by its entertainment
value . . . Too many are seeking thrills and excitement rather than substance; are more apt to
respond to emotional stimulation than to rational discourse.” – (This Little Church Went To
Market; Gary E. Gilley; pg. 38,39)
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(1) “To be sure they have camouflaged their product with religious words and Bible verses, but
when the wrappings are removed it is very difficult to distinguish what the modern church is
offering from what the secular world is offering.” – (ibid; pg. 41)

(2) “Many are all too happy to sacrifice doctrine for a good time. Many will endure outright
heresies to enjoy a pleasant experience or ‘feel the presence of God,’ even if that presence is
generated by mood-altering methods more akin to manipulation rather than worship. Indeed,
. . . Some are willingly being manipulated because they enjoy ‘Christianity Lite’” (ibid; pg.
102,103)

(3) “The Biblical picture is that the believer may in fact experience many wonderful emotions as
a result of his or her relationship with God. But those emotions should result from, and be
based upon, scriptural truth, not man created substitutes manufactured to elicit an emotional
response.” - (ibid; pg. 104)

E. So here Is the REALITY:
1. FACT, FAITH and FEELINGS
2. Not ---- FEELINGS, FAITH, FACT

IV. PRINCIPLES GOVERNING OUR WORSHIP
A. In - John 4:19-21 (NKJV) - 19 The woman said to Him, "Sir, I perceive that You are a prophet.  20

Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, and you Jews say that in Jerusalem is the place where one
ought to worship."  21 Jesus said to her, "Woman, believe Me, the hour is coming when you will
neither on this mountain, nor in Jerusalem, worship the Father. 

1. John 4:22-24 (NKJV) - 22 You worship what you do not know; we know what we worship, for
salvation is of the Jews.  23 But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will
worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him.  24 God is
Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth." 

B.  From - John 4:24 (NKJV)  ---- God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit
and truth." - we note four important truths:

1. The proper action - WORSHIP
2. The proper object - GOD
3. The proper attitude - IN SPIRIT
4. The proper authority - IN TRUTH

C. Must be done in spirit & truth – John 4:24
1. Must be for right purpose - Rev. 14:7; Eph 5:19

a. Revelation 14:7 (NKJV) ---- 7 saying with a loud voice, “Fear God and give glory to Him, for
the hour of His judgment has come; and worship Him who made heaven and earth, the sea and
springs of water.”

b. Ephesians 5:19 (NKJV) ---- 19 speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord,

2. Must be done decently and in order – 1 Cor. 14:40 (NKJV) ---- 40 Let all things be done decently
and in order.

a. Mention the preacher Viral video “Throwing Holy Spirt Cannon Balls” at the audience - see on
the 5 at 5 show on Fox News.

3. Involves sacrifice – Heb 13:14-16
a. Hebrews 13:14-16 (NKJV) ---- 14 For here we have no continuing city, but we seek the one to

come. 15 Therefore by Him let us continually offer the sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit
of our lips, giving thanks to His name. 16 But do not forget to do good and to share, for with
such sacrifices God is well pleased.

D. “Once you have the correct actions in place for worship, where the real effort comes in is keeping
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your heart and mind focused on what you are doing! Worship in spirit takes REAL WORK-REAL
EFFORT! It takes mental and physical preparation. Unfortunately, the current climate in the church
tends to treat worship as a time for entertaining the worshipper and catering to the worshippers
wants. Consequently, worshippers have lost that deep, reverent, mindset that approaches the worship
assembly with a sense of respect and cautious intention to please God. - (Dave Miller, Piloting the
Straight, pg. 182)

V. In Conclusion - The Purpose Of Our Worship
A. It must be noted that we are not the Audience - GOD IS!

1. The primary purpose of worship is to honor & glorify God –Rev. 14:7; Psalm 95:6; 96:8; Ep 5:19
a. Revelation 14:7 (NKJV) ---- 7 saying with a loud voice, “Fear God and give glory to Him, for

the hour of His judgment has come; and worship Him who made heaven and earth, the sea and
springs of water.”

b. Psalm 95:6 (NKJV) ---- 6 Oh come, let us worship and bow down; Let us kneel before the Lord
our Maker.

c. Psalm 96:8 (NKJV) ---- 8 Give to the Lord the glory due His name; Bring an offering, and come
into His courts.

d. Ephesians 5:19 (NKJV) ---- 19 speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord,

2. When we worship in spirit & truth we also build ourselves up -Acts 16:25; 1 Co 14:26;  Col 3:16
a. Acts 16:25 (NKJV) ---- 25 But at midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to

God, and the prisoners were listening to them.
b. 1 Corinthians 14:26 (NKJV) ---- 26 How is it then, brethren? Whenever you come together,

each of you has a psalm, has a teaching, has a tongue, has a revelation, has an interpretation. Let
all things be done for edification.

c. Colossians 3:16 (NKJV) ---- 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom,
teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with
grace in your hearts to the Lord.

1

B. There is an assault on Scriptural Worship and we need to be aware of it:
1. Unauthorized acts - Thus not in truth . . . 
2. Focused on what people want rather than what God wants . . .
3. To emotionally stimulate an audience by entertaining them
4. An incorrect association between emotionalism and spirituality.

C. So lets just note these facts again:
1. We will worship something -
2. We become like what we worship – 
3. Worshiping God in spirit and in truth provides us with what we need –
4. Worshiping God in spirit and truth glorifies God and pleases Him.
5. How you worship God demonstrates what He is worth to you. 

  The New King James Version. Nashville : Thomas Nelson, 1982
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