
FOLLOWING GOD’S GPS (GOSPEL PLAN OF SALVATION) TO HEAVEN
Intro:

A. We live in an age of all types of technological advances - PC’s, smartphones etc.   But one of the
benefits of this technology is the GPS system — you have tracking features, mapping features and
correction features all built in.
1. With most GPS systems you begin by typing in your destination - it already knows were you are!

a. You can choose various methods of calculations and trip route features, and if you deviate
it will recalculate to get you back on track.

b. It has become a necessary evil in many cases, especially for those who travel a lot.
2. There is a spiritual application that I would like make to the main feature of a GPS system and

that is “Where you are - and where you are headed”.
B. As we think about the Bible - it truly is God’s GPS - to get us from where we are (in sin) to where

He wants us to Go (heaven).
1. The problem with this is man thinks he knows best (as with our GPS systems in our cars or

phones) man manipulates the variables to change how the GPS system works.
2. We might want to think about “what the variables are in God’s GPS system!”

a. Is their an alternative route to heaven?   NO!
b. Is their a shortcut we can take?  NO!
c. Can I avoid trials and tribulations?  NO!
d. Can I revamp the bible with new software updates - as man changes?  NO!
e. THE FACT IS - GOD’S GPS is perfect and nothing man can do to the Bible changes that

fact.
3. The term (gospel plan of Salvation) - is not found in the Scriptures - there is no one verse that

we can point to, to have in a nutshell what it is - but rather we can see from Gen 1 - Rev 22 that
God’s scheme to redeem mankind is unfolded.
a. The GPS - that many think of is the 5 steps to become a Christian - a simple concept brought

to the minds of men by Walter Scott some 180 years ago as he showed on one hand what it
takes to be a child of God — h +b + r + c + b = Salvation.

b. It is a wonderful tool to remember - but the child of God knows that it takes a whole lot more
to get to heaven than just these starting steps.

C. The Bible is the ONLY SOURCE that answers the question “What Must I do To Be Saved?”
1. It is the only source to provide REAL instructions For Salvation:

a.  Jeremiah 10:23 (NKJV) ---- O LORD, I know the way of man is not in himself; It is not in
man who walks to direct his own steps.

b. Proverbs 14:12 (NKJV) ---- There is a way that seems right to a man, But its end is the way
of death.

2. The reality of the Scriptures is that it is a PATTERN/ THE SEED / and THE LIGHT
a. 2 Timothy 1:13 (NKJV) ---- Hold fast the pattern of sound words which you have heard

from me, in faith and love which are in Christ Jesus.
b. Luke 8:11-15 (NKJV) ---- 11 "Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God.  

15 having heard the word with a noble and good heart, keep it and bear fruit with patience.
c. Psalm 119:105 (NKJV) ---- Your word is a lamp to my feet And a light to my path.
d. The Word of GOD is perfect in accomplishing these tasks and cannot be improved upon.

D. Now as we note - “WHAT MUST I DO TO BE SAVED” you can:
1. When You Ask Men - You Find Many Different Answers Given To The Question

a. Nothing . . . (Atheist, Agnostics, Calvinist . . .)
b. Something . . . (but wrong / incomplete) - (Just Be good / Say Sinners prayer / Faith Only/

Grace Only - all roads lead to heaven ect)
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2. BUT, What Answer Does The Bible Give To The Question?
a. Not A More Important Question . . . Everyone Needs The Right Answer - 

(1) Isaiah 59:1,2; Rom 3:23; 6:23; Acts 17:30; 2 Thess 1:7-9
b. We must be ever careful not to diminish the Power of the Word and the Importance of the

Blood Sacrifice of Christ.
(1) Having another plan or route to heaven, makes the death of our Saviour of no value and

as Christians we must proclaim the WHOLE Counsel of GOD’s revealed truth.
(2) It may not fit into our thinking, it may not be agreed upon by the world - but it is always

right to speak the right truth on the matter!
(a) Eternity is a long time to realize that we were wrong!

E. So let us begin at the very beginning when this question was first asked (this side of the Cross) - for
the entire O.T. is about redemption and salvation of God’s creation (man) through a blood sacrifice
of His Son.

II. WHAT MUST I DO TO BE SAVED?
A. The question was asked at the first preaching of Christ and His resurrection in - Acts 2:37-42

(NKJV) ---- 37 . . . "Men and brethren, what shall we do?" 38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and
let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. . . .

B. It is a common question asked by those who find themselves in a place that they do not want to be
in.
1. Acts 9:6 (NKJV) ---- 6 So he, trembling and astonished, said, "Lord, what do You want me to

do?" Then the Lord said to him, "Arise and go into the city, and you will be told what you must
do." 
a. Acts 22:10,16 (NKJV)  ---- 10 So I said, 'What shall I do, Lord?' . . . And the Lord said to

me, 'Arise and go into Damascus, and there you will be told all things which are appointed
for you to do.'
(1) 10 So I said, 'What shall I do, Lord?' . . .
(2) 16 And now why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized, and wash away your sins,

calling on the name of the Lord.' 
2. Acts 16:30-34 (NKJV) ---- 30 And he brought them out and said, "Sirs, what must I do to be

saved?" 31 So they said, "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and your
household." 
a. 32 Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his house. 33 And

he took them the same hour of the night and washed their stripes. And immediately he and
all his family were baptized

C. The Principle - (By Grace Through Faith and Obedience) ---- Genesis 6; Joshua 6; Ephesians 2:8-
10 (NKJV) ---- 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is
the gift of God, 9 not of works, lest anyone should boast. 10 For we are His workmanship, created
in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.
1. God Speaks
2. Man Believes
3. Man Obeys
4. God Saves

D. AS it pertains to the 5 finger steps:
1. Luke 8:11; Rom. 10:17 ---- HEAR

a. Luke 8:11 (NKJV) ---- 11 “Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God.
b. Romans 10:17 (NKJV) ---- 17 So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of
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God.
2. John 8:24; Heb 11:6 ---- BELIEVE

a. John 8:24 (NKJV) ---- 24 Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for if you do
not believe that I am He, you will die in your sins.”

b. Hebrews 11:6 (NKJV) ---- 6 But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who
comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek
Him.

3. Luke 13:3,5; Acts 17:30 ---- REPENT
a. Luke 13:3 (NKJV) ---- 3 I tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all likewise perish.
b. Luke 13:5 (NKJV) ---- 5 I tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all likewise perish.”
c. Acts 17:30 (NKJV) ---- 30 Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now

commands all men everywhere to repent,
4. Matt. 10:32,33; Rom 10:9 ---- CONFESS

a. Matthew 10:32 (NKJV) ---- 32 “Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him I will
also confess before My Father who is in heaven.

b. Matthew 10:33 (NKJV) ---- 33 But whoever denies Me before men, him I will also deny
before My Father who is in heaven.

c. Romans 10:9 (NKJV) ---- 9 that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe
in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.

5. Acts 2:38; 1 Pet 3:21 ---- BE BAPTIZED
a. Acts 2:38 (NKJV) ---- 38 Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be

baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift
of the Holy Spirit.

b. 1 Peter 3:21 (NKJV) ---- 21 There is also an antitype which now saves us—baptism (not the
removal of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God), through
the resurrection of Jesus Christ,

6. This is the TRUTH!
a. These steps, when truly experienced, result in CONVERSION
b. There is the danger of trivializing this
c. But and essential need to understand!

III. FIVES STEPS TO TAKE OUT OF SIN AND INTO CHRIST JESUS
A. Hear The Gospel - (Receive The Truth)

1. The gospel MUST first be preached, then heard, believed & obeyed 
a.  Rom 10:14-17; Eph 1:13; James 1:21; 1 Pet 1:22,23; 2 Thes 1:7-9

(1) Romans 10:14-17 (NKJV) ---- 14 How then shall they call on Him in whom they have
not believed? And how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? And
how shall they hear without a preacher? 15 And how shall they preach unless they are
sent? As it is written: “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the gospel of
peace, Who bring glad tidings of good things!” 16 But they have not all obeyed the
gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed our report?” 17 So then faith comes by
hearing, and hearing by the word of God.

(2) Ephesians 1:13 (NKJV) ---- 13 In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of
truth, the gospel of your salvation; in whom also, having believed, you were sealed with
the Holy Spirit of promise,

(3) James 1:21 (NKJV) ---- 21 Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness,
and receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls.

(4) 1 Peter 1:22 (NKJV) ---- 22 Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth
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through the Spirit in sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervently with a pure
heart,

(5) 1 Peter 1:23 (NKJV) ---- 23 having been born again, not of corruptible seed but
incorruptible, through the word of God which lives and abides forever,

(6) 2 Thessalonians 1:7-9 (NKJV) ---- 7 and to give you who are troubled rest with us when
the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, 8 in flaming fire taking
vengeance on those who do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of
our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 These shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the
presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power,

2. All have sinned & come short of the glory of God - Rom. 3:23; 6:23
a. Romans 3:23 (NKJV) ---- 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,
b. Romans 6:23 (NKJV) ---- 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life

in Christ Jesus our Lord.
3. Sin separates from God - Is. 59:1,2

a. Isaiah 59:1 (NKJV) ---- 1 Behold, the Lord’s hand is not shortened, That it cannot save; Nor
His ear heavy, That it cannot hear. 2 But your iniquities have separated you from your God;
And your sins have hidden His face from you, So that He will not hear.

4. The gospel is God’s power to save - Rom 1:16; Mat 15:14; Gal 1:6-9
a. Romans 1:16 (NKJV) ---- 16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the

power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek.
b. Matthew 15:14 (NKJV) ---- 14 Let them alone. They are blind leaders of the blind. And if

the blind leads the blind, both will fall into a ditch.”
c. Galatians 1:6-9 (NKJV) ---- 6 I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who

called you in the grace of Christ, to a different gospel, 7 which is not another; but there are
some who trouble you and want to pervert the gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we, or an angel
from heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him be
accursed. 9 As we have said before, so now I say again, if anyone preaches any other gospel
to you than what you have received, let him be accursed.

5. BUT WHAT IS THE GOSPEL?
a. The facts one must believe - John 8:24; 1 Cor 15:1-4; Acts 2:36

(1) John 8:24 (NKJV) ---- 24 Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for if you
do not believe that I am He, you will die in your sins.”

(2) 1 Corinthians 15:1-4 (NKJV) ---- 1 Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the gospel
which I preached to you, which also you received and in which you stand, 2 by which
also you are saved, if you hold fast that word which I preached to you—unless you
believed in vain. 3 For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that Christ
died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4 and that He was buried, and that He rose
again the third day according to the Scriptures,

(3) Acts 2:36 (NKJV) ---- 36 “Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God
has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.”

b. The commands one must obey - Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; 10:47,48; 22:16
(1) Mark 16:16 (NKJV) ---- 16 He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who

does not believe will be condemned.
(2) Acts 2:38 (NKJV) ---- 38 Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be

baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the
gift of the Holy Spirit.

(3) Acts 10:47 (NKJV) ---- 47 “Can anyone forbid water, that these should not be baptized
who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?”  48 And he commanded them to be
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baptized in the name of the Lord. Then they asked him to stay a few days.
(4) Acts 22:16 (NKJV) ---- 16 And now why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized, and

wash away your sins, calling on the name of the Lord.’
c. The hope enjoined/promises to be received - remission of sins, kingdom citizen, body of

Christ, child of God, heaven - Acts 2; 8; Eph 1:3-10; 2:16; 1 Pet 1:3-9
(1) Ephesians 1:3-10 (NKJV) ---- 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,

who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, 4 just
as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and
without blame before Him in love, 5 having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus
Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will, 6 to the praise of the glory
of His grace, by which He made us accepted in the Beloved. 7 In Him we have
redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His
grace 8 which He made to abound toward us in all wisdom and prudence, 9 having made
known to us the mystery of His will, according to His good pleasure which He purposed
in Himself, 10 that in the dispensation of the fullness of the times He might gather
together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven and which are on earth—in
Him.

(2) Ephesians 2:16 (NKJV) ---- 16 and that He might reconcile them both to God in one
body through the cross, thereby putting to death the enmity.

(3) 1 Peter 1:3-9 (NKJV) ---- 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who
according to His abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled
and that does not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, 5 who are kept by the power of
God through faith for salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In this you greatly
rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, you have been grieved by various trials,
7 that the genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than gold that perishes,
though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of
Jesus Christ, 8 whom having not seen you love. Though now you do not see Him, yet
believing, you rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory, 9 receiving the end of your
faith—the salvation of your souls.

B. Believe The Gospel - (Change in conviction)
1. Hebrews 11:1  (NKJV) ---- 1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of

things not seen. 
2. Hebrews 11:6   (NKJV) ---- 6 But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who

comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek
Him.

3.  John 8:24 (NKJV) ---- 24 Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for if you do not
believe that I am He, you will die in your sins."

4. John 20:31 (NKJV) ---- 31 but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ,
the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name.

5. In the GOSPEL we learn about:
a. The truth about God – Psalm 100:3; Acts 17:23-31; Jn 3:16

(1) Psalm 100:3 (NKJV) ---- 3 Know that the Lord, He is God; It is He who has made us,
and not we ourselves; We are His people and the sheep of His pasture.

(2) Acts 17:23-31 (NKJV) ---- 23 for as I was passing through and considering the objects
of your worship, I even found an altar with this inscription: TO THE UNKNOWN GOD.
Therefore, the One whom you worship without knowing, Him I proclaim to you: 24 God,
who made the world and everything in it, since He is Lord of heaven and earth, does not
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dwell in temples made with hands. 25 Nor is He worshiped with men’s hands, as though
He needed anything, since He gives to all life, breath, and all things. 26 And He has
made from one blood every nation of men to dwell on all the face of the earth, and has
determined their preappointed times and the boundaries of their dwellings, 27 so that
they should seek the Lord, in the hope that they might grope for Him and find Him,
though He is not far from each one of us; 28 for in Him we live and move and have our
being, as also some of your own poets have said, ‘For we are also His offspring.’ 29
Therefore, since we are the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the Divine
Nature is like gold or silver or stone, something shaped by art and man’s devising. 30
Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now commands all men everywhere
to repent, 31 because He has appointed a day on which He will judge the world in
righteousness by the Man whom He has ordained. He has given assurance of this to all
by raising Him from the dead.”

(3) John 3:16 (NKJV) ----16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten
Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.

b. The truth about Jesus – John 8:24; 20:30,31; Heb 2:9-18; Phili 2:5-10; Rom 10:9,10; Acts
2:30-36 . . .
(1) John 8:24 (NKJV) ---- 24 Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for if you

do not believe that I am He, you will die in your sins.”
(2) John 20:30 (NKJV) ---- 30 And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His

disciples, which are not written in this book; 31 but these are written that you may
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in
His name.

(3) Hebrews 2:9-18 (NKJV) ---- 9 But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the
angels, for the suffering of death crowned with glory and honor, that He, by the grace of
God, might taste death for everyone. 10 For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all
things and by whom are all things, in bringing many sons to glory, to make the captain
of their salvation perfect through sufferings. 11 For both He who sanctifies and those
who are being sanctified are all of one, for which reason He is not ashamed to call them
brethren, 12 saying: “I will declare Your name to My brethren; In the midst of the
assembly I will sing praise to You.” 13 And again: “I will put My trust in Him.” And
again: “Here am I and the children whom God has given Me.” 14 Inasmuch then as the
children have partaken of flesh and blood, He Himself likewise shared in the same, that
through death He might destroy him who had the power of death, that is, the devil, 15
and release those who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage.
16 For indeed He does not give aid to angels, but He does give aid to the seed of
Abraham. 17 Therefore, in all things He had to be made like His brethren, that He might
be a merciful and faithful High Priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation
for the sins of the people. 18 For in that He Himself has suffered, being tempted, He is
able to aid those who are tempted.

(4) Philippians 2:5-10 (NKJV) ---- 5 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus,
6 who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, 7 but
made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the
likeness of men. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and
became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross. 9 Therefore God also
has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name, 10 that at
the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and
of those under the earth,
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(5) Romans 10:9 (NKJV) ---- 9 that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and
believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For
with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made
unto salvation.

(6) Acts 2:30-36 (NKJV) ---- 30 Therefore, being a prophet, and knowing that God had
sworn with an oath to him that of the fruit of his body, according to the flesh, He would
raise up the Christ to sit on his throne, 31 he, foreseeing this, spoke concerning the
resurrection of the Christ, that His soul was not left in Hades, nor did His flesh see
corruption. 32 This Jesus God has raised up, of which we are all witnesses. 33 Therefore
being exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise
of the Holy Spirit, He poured out this which you now see and hear. 34 “For David did not
ascend into the heavens, but he says himself: ‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at My right
hand, 35 Till I make Your enemies Your footstool.”’ 36 “Therefore let all the house of
Israel know assuredly that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and
Christ.”

c. The truth about ourselves – Eccl 12:13; Rom 3:23; Is 59:1,2
(1) Ecclesiastes 12:13 (NKJV) ---- 13 Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear

God and keep His commandments, For this is man’s all.
(2) Romans 3:23 (NKJV) ---- 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,
(3) Isaiah 59:1 (NKJV) ---- 1 Behold, the Lord’s hand is not shortened, That it cannot save;

Nor His ear heavy, That it cannot hear. 2 But your iniquities have separated you from
your God; And your sins have hidden His face from you, So that He will not hear.

C. Repent - (Change of the will)
1. This is seen in the prodigal son:

a. Something We Must Do - (Luke 13:3,5; Acts 17:30)
(1) Luke 13:3 (NKJV) ---- 3 I tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all likewise perish.
(2) Luke 13:5 (NKJV) ---- 5 I tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all likewise

perish.”
(3) Acts 17:30 (NKJV) ---- 30 Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now

commands all men everywhere to repent,
b. Something God wants us to do - (Rom 2:3-6; 2 Peter 3:9)

(1) Romans 2:3-6 (NKJV) ---- 3 And do you think this, O man, you who judge those
practicing such things, and doing the same, that you will escape the judgment of God?
4 Or do you despise the riches of His goodness, forbearance, and longsuffering, not
knowing that the goodness of God leads you to repentance? 5 But in accordance with
your hardness and your impenitent heart you are treasuring up for yourself wrath in the
day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God, 6 who “will render to each
one according to his deeds”:

(2) 2 Peter 3:9 (NKJV) ---- 9 The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count
slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all
should come to repentance.

c. Repentance Is Not Easy Because It Requires Radical Change – (Ezek. 18:20-32)
(1) Ezekiel 18:20-32 (NKJV) ---- 20 The soul who sins shall die. The son shall not bear the

guilt of the father, nor the father bear the guilt of the son. The righteousness of the
righteous shall be upon himself, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon himself.
21 “But if a wicked man turns from all his sins which he has committed, keeps all My
statutes, and does what is lawful and right, he shall surely live; he shall not die. 22 None
of the transgressions which he has committed shall be remembered against him; because

Page 7 of  12



of the righteousness which he has done, he shall live. 23 Do I have any pleasure at all that
the wicked should die?” says the Lord God, “and not that he should turn from his ways
and live? 24 “But when a righteous man turns away from his righteousness and commits
iniquity, and does according to all the abominations that the wicked man does, shall he
live? All the righteousness which he has done shall not be remembered; because of the
unfaithfulness of which he is guilty and the sin which he has committed, because of them
he shall die. 25 “Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not fair.’ Hear now, O house of
Israel, is it not My way which is fair, and your ways which are not fair? 26 When a
righteous man turns away from his righteousness, commits iniquity, and dies in it, it is
because of the iniquity which he has done that he dies. 27 Again, when a wicked man
turns away from the wickedness which he committed, and does what is lawful and right,
he preserves himself alive. 28 Because he considers and turns away from all the
transgressions which he committed, he shall surely live; he shall not die. 29 Yet the
house of Israel says, ‘The way of the Lord is not fair.’ O house of Israel, is it not My
ways which are fair, and your ways which are not fair? 30 “Therefore I will judge you,
O house of Israel, every one according to his ways,” says the Lord God. “Repent, and
turn from all your transgressions, so that iniquity will not be your ruin. 31 Cast away
from you all the transgressions which you have committed, and get yourselves a new
heart and a new spirit. For why should you die, O house of Israel? 32 For I have no
pleasure in the death of one who dies,” says the Lord God. “Therefore turn and live!”

d. Pride must be humbled - Matt 5:3; 1 Pet 5:5,6; Luke 15:17-20; Psalm 51:1-17; Prov 14:12
(1) Matthew 5:3 (NKJV) ---- 3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, For theirs is the kingdom of

heaven.
(2) 1 Peter 5:5 (NKJV) ---- 5 Likewise you younger people, submit yourselves to your

elders. Yes, all of you be submissive to one another, and be clothed with humility, for
“God resists the proud, But gives grace to the humble.” 6 Therefore humble yourselves
under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time,

(3) Luke 15:17-20 (NKJV) ---- 17 “But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of
my father’s hired servants have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger! 18
I will arise and go to my father, and will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven
and before you, 19 and I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Make me like one
of your hired servants.” ’ 20 “And he arose and came to his father. But when he was still
a great way off, his father saw him and had compassion, and ran and fell on his neck and
kissed him.

(4) Psalm 51:1-17 (NKJV) ---- 1 To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of David When Nathan
the Prophet Went to Him, After He Had Gone in to Bathsheba. Have mercy upon me, O
God, According to Your lovingkindness; According to the multitude of Your tender
mercies, Blot out my transgressions. 2 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, And
cleanse me from my sin. 3 For I acknowledge my transgressions, And my sin is always
before me. 4 Against You, You only, have I sinned, And done this evil in Your sight—
That You may be found just when You speak, And blameless when You judge. 5 Behold,
I was brought forth in iniquity, And in sin my mother conceived me. 6 Behold, You
desire truth in the inward parts, And in the hidden part You will make me to know
wisdom. 7 Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; Wash me, and I shall be whiter
than snow. 8 Make me hear joy and gladness, That the bones You have broken may
rejoice. 9 Hide Your face from my sins, And blot out all my iniquities. 10 Create in me
a clean heart, O God, And renew a steadfast spirit within me. 11 Do not cast me away
from Your presence, And do not take Your Holy Spirit from me. 12 Restore to me the

Page 8 of  12



joy of Your salvation, And uphold me by Your generous Spirit. 13 Then I will teach
transgressors Your ways, And sinners shall be converted to You. 14 Deliver me from the
guilt of bloodshed, O God, The God of my salvation, And my tongue shall sing aloud of
Your righteousness. 15 O Lord, open my lips, And my mouth shall show forth Your
praise. 16 For You do not desire sacrifice, or else I would give it; You do not delight in
burnt offering. 17 The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, A broken and a contrite
heart— These, O God, You will not despise.
(a) Proverbs 14:12 (NKJV) ---- 12 There is a way that seems right to a man, But its end

is the way of death.
e. Involves dying to self & living for Christ - Luke 9:23-25; Gal 5:16-26; Mat 26:38-44

(1) Luke 9:23-25 (NKJV) ---- 23 Then He said to them all, “If anyone desires to come after
Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me. 24 For whoever
desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will save it. 25
For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and is himself destroyed or
lost?

(2) Galatians 5:16-26 (NKJV) ---- 16 I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill
the lust of the flesh. 17 For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the
flesh; and these are contrary to one another, so that you do not do the things that you
wish. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law. 19 Now the works of
the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, 20 idolatry,
sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions,
heresies, 21 envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you
beforehand, just as I also told you in time past, that those who practice such things will
not inherit the kingdom of God. 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control. Against such
there is no law. 24 And those who are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with its passions
and desires. 25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 26 Let us not become
conceited, provoking one another, envying one another.

(3) Matthew 26:38-44 (NKJV) ---- 38 Then He said to them, “My soul is exceedingly
sorrowful, even to death. Stay here and watch with Me.” 39 He went a little farther and
fell on His face, and prayed, saying, “O My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from
Me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as You will.” 40 Then He came to the disciples and
found them sleeping, and said to Peter, “What! Could you not watch with Me one hour?
41 Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the
flesh is weak.” 42 Again, a second time, He went away and prayed, saying, “O My
Father, if this cup cannot pass away from Me unless I drink it, Your will be done.” 43
And He came and found them asleep again, for their eyes were heavy. 44 So He left
them, went away again, and prayed the third time, saying the same words.

1

f. Recognition 
(1) Remorse
(2) Resolve
(3) Reformation
(4) Restitution

(a)  FAITH with HUMILITY and a HEART THAT SURRENDERS
D. Confess - (Change of allegiance)

  The New King James Version. Nashville : Thomas Nelson, 1982
1
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1. As is seen in Philip and the Eunuch - Acts 8:26-40
a. Vines says of this word ---- (c) "to declare openly by way of speaking out freely, such

confession being the effect of deep conviction of facts," Matt. 7:23; Matt. 10:32 (twice) and
Luke 12:8 . . .  “conveys the thought of "confessing" allegiance to Christ as one's Master and
Lord, . . .—Vine's Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words 

2. Acts 8:37 (NKJV) ----  37 Then Philip said, "If you believe with all your heart, you may." And
he answered and said, "I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God."

3. Matthew 10:32-33 (NKJV) ---- 32 "Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him I will
also confess before My Father who is in heaven. 33 But whoever denies Me before men, him I
will also deny before My Father who is in heaven.

4. 1 John 4:15-16 (NKJV) ---- 15 Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in
him, and he in God. 16 And we have known and believed the love that God has for us. God is
love, and he who abides in love abides in God, and God in him.

5. Romans 10:9-10 (NKJV) ---- 9 that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe
in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For with the heart one
believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.
a. So much More than words -
b. The public acknowledgment of genuine conviction -
c. Our actions speak louder than our words! - Luke 6:46 (NKJV) ---- 46 “But why do you call

Me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and not do the things which I say?
E. Be Baptized - (Change In State / Condition)

1. Sins forgiven - Acts 2:38; 22:16; Col. 2:12,13; 1 Pet 3:21
a. Acts 2:38 (NKJV) ---- 38 Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be

baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift
of the Holy Spirit.

b. Acts 22:16 (NKJV) ---- 16 And now why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized, and wash
away your sins, calling on the name of the Lord.’

c. Colossians 2:12 (NKJV) ---- 12 buried with Him in baptism, in which you also were raised
with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead. 13 And you,
being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He has made alive
together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses,

d. 1 Peter 3:21 (NKJV) ---- 21 There is also an antitype which now saves us—baptism (not the
removal of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God), through
the resurrection of Jesus Christ,

2. Placed into Christ - Rom 6:3-6; Gal 3:26,27; 1 Cor. 12:13
a. Romans 6:3-6 (NKJV) ---- 3 Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into

Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? 4 Therefore we were buried with Him through
baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father,
even so we also should walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have been united together in the
likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection, 6 knowing
this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with,
that we should no longer be slaves of sin.

b. Galatians 3:26 (NKJV) ---- 26 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. 27
For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.

c. 1 Corinthians 12:13 (NKJV) ---- 13 For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—
whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free—and have all been made to drink into one
Spirit.

3. Raised a child of God - Rom 6:3-6; Gal 3:26,27; John 3:3-5
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a. Romans 6:3-6 (NKJV) ---- 3 Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into
Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? 4 Therefore we were buried with Him through
baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father,
even so we also should walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have been united together in the
likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection, 6 knowing
this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with,
that we should no longer be slaves of sin.

b. Galatians 3:26 (NKJV) ---- 26 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. 27
For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.

c. John 3:3-5 (NKJV) ---- 3 Jesus answered and said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to you,
unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 4 Nicodemus said to Him,
“How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb
and be born?” 5 Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water
and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.

4. No Contradiction between Romans 10:13 and Mark 16:16
a. Romans 10:13 (NKJV) ---- 13 For “whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”

---- Mark 16:16 (NKJV) ---- 16 He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who
does not believe will be condemned.

b. Note Acts 22:16 — same wording Acts 22:16 (NKJV) ---- 16 And now why are you
waiting? Arise and be baptized, and wash away your sins, calling on the name of the Lord.’

c. Salvation found in Baptism - 1 Peter 3:21 (NKJV) ---- 21 There is also an antitype which
now saves us—baptism (not the removal of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good
conscience toward God), through the resurrection of Jesus Christ,

IV. Conclusion: BUT THIS IS NOT THE END - for a Christian to get to Heaven He Must!
A.  Be Faithful - (Worship / Serve / Mature)

1. Continue in apostles doctrine - Acts 2:42; Co 1:23; Heb 10:24,25
a. Acts 2:42 (NKJV) ---- 42 And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and

fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers.
b. Colossians 1:23 (NKJV) ---- 23 if indeed you continue in the faith, grounded and steadfast,

and are not moved away from the hope of the gospel which you heard, which was preached
to every creature under heaven, of which I, Paul, became a minister.

c. Hebrews 10:24 (NKJV) ---- 24 And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and
good works, 25 not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some,
but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.

2. Abounding in the work of the Lord - 1 Cor. 15:58
a. 1 Corinthians 15:58 (NKJV) ---- 58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast,

immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain
in the Lord.

3. Growing in grace & knowledge of Jesus Christ - 2 Pet 1:5-10; 3:18
a. 2 Peter 1:5-10 (NKJV) ---- 5 But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your

faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, 6 to knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance,
to perseverance godliness, 7 to godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness love.
8 For if these things are yours and abound, you will be neither barren nor unfruitful in the
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 For he who lacks these things is shortsighted, even
to blindness, and has forgotten that he was cleansed from his old sins. 10 Therefore, brethren,
be even more diligent to make your call and election sure, for if you do these things you will
never stumble;
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b. 2 Peter 3:18 (NKJV) ---- 18 but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory both now and forever. Amen.

B. As we examine the Conversions in the book of Acts we can see either by direct command, apostolic
example or implied (necessary inference) the 5 step plan unfolded.

C. So once again lets note this simple truth already stated: The Principle - (By Grace Through Faith and
Obedience) ---- Genesis 6; Joshua 6; Ephesians 2:8-10
1. God Speaks
2. Man Believes
3. Man Obeys
4. God Saves

D. The Unbelieving & Disobedient Will Be Condemned
1. God Speaks
2. Man Disbelieves
3. Man Disobeys

a. God Saves?
4. GOD CONDEMNS

a. 2 Thessalonians 1:7-10 (NKJV) ---- 7 and to give you who are troubled rest with us when
the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, 8 in flaming fire taking
vengeance on those who do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our
Lord Jesus Christ. 9 These shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence
of the Lord and from the glory of His power, 

E. Yes -  Psalm 19:7-11 (NKJV) ---- 7 The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul; The
testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple; 8 The statutes of the LORD are right,
rejoicing the heart; The commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes; 

F. Have You Followed The Lord’s Instructions? - Today Is The Day of Salvation
1. 2 Corinthians 6:2 (NKJV) ---- For He says: "In an acceptable time I have heard you, And in the

day of salvation I have helped you." Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day
of salvation. 
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