
THE BIRTH of THE KING of KINGS - Matthew 1:1-2:18

Intro:
A. "How many observe Christ's birthday! How few, his precepts! O! 'tis easier to keep holidays than

commandments." [Benjamin Franklin (1706-1790); American scientist, diplomat and publisher; Poor
Richard's Almanac]

B. The birth of Christ is an important Biblical event – 
1. There are important theological implications in the incarnation! – 
2. We are told to remember Jesus by observing the Lord’s supper each first day of the week – 
3. The scriptures do NOT  instruct us by precept, example or implication to celebrate  the birth of

Jesus!– (Col. 3:17;  2Tim 3:16,17; 2 Pet 1:3; John 4:24)
C. Some facts about Christ’s Birth:

1. No one KNOWS  the day, month, or year that Jesus was born!
a. “Christmas,” (Christes Masse), not practiced until the 4th Century A.D. – (The Catholic Church

attributes its papal origin to Liberius in 354 A.D.) – 
2. Only pagan rituals were observed on December 25th prior to 325 A.D.!
3. To religiously Observe Christmas, (Christes Masse), is to follow human tradition which was

predicated upon pagan religious practice!  - (Mat. 15:7-9; 21:25; )
D. Paul warned against returning to the observance of days, months, seasons and years – (Gal 4:9-11),

and  against “will worship” and  the “doctrines of men” – (Col. 2:20-23)
1. Many truly believe that they are honoring Christ through this man made tradition – but the only

way to honor Christ is to do what He says - (Hos. 8:12,13; Mat. 7:21-23; 15:8; Luke 6:46)
2. The issue is a matter of authority, submission & reverence. 

E. THE ORIGIN OF CHRISTMAS
1. "Christmas was not among the earliest festivals of the Church, and before the 5th century there was

no general consensus of opinion as to when it should come in the calendar, whether on January 6,
March 25, or December 25 ." (Encyclopedia Britannica, Vol. 5, p.641, 14th edition)th

2. "Scholars do not know the exact date of Christ's birth . In A.D. 354, Bishop Liberius of Rome
ordered the people to celebrate on December 25. He probably chose this date because the people
of Rome already observed it as the Feast of Saturn, celebrating the birthday of the sun. Christians
honored Christ, instead of Saturn, as the Light of the World." (The World Book Encyclopedia, Vol.
3, p.416, 1965)

F. INTERESTING FACTS ABOUT THE BIRTH OF JESUS
1. Many of the facts of Jesus' birth are unknown to those who celebrate Christmas as the birthday of

Jesus. It is important to understand the only book that describes the birth of Jesus nearly 2,000
years ago is the Bible. These facts are taken from that Book:

a. The year of birth is unknown - the Bible does not say what year He was born.
b. Why Christ was born 4 years "Before Christ"

(1) When Christ was born time was reckoned in the Roman Empire from the founding of the city
of Rome. When Christianity became the universal religion over what had been the Roman
world, a monk named Dionysius Exiguus, at the request of the Emperor Justinian, made a
calendar, 526 AD, reckoning time from the Birth of Christ, to supersede the Roman calendar.
Long after the Christian Calendar had replaced the Roman Calendar it was found that
Dionysius had made a mistake in placing the birth of Christ in year 753 A U C. (From the
founding of Rome.) It should have been 749 or a year or two earlier. So the reason we say that
Christ was born 4 B C is merely because the maker of the Christian Calendar made a mistake
of 4 or 5 years in coordinating it with the Roman Calendar which it replaced. - Halleys Bible
Handbook, 436
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(2) The month and day are unknown - the Bible does not say what day He was born.
(a) The climate was mild, and, to keep their flocks from straying, they spent the night with them.

It is also a fact that the Jews sent out their flocks into the mountainous and desert regions
during the summer months, and took them up in the latter part of October or the first of
November, when the cold weather commenced. While away in these deserts and
mountainous regions, it was proper that there should be someone to attend them to keep them
from straying, and from the ravages of wolves and other wild beasts. It is probable from this
that our Saviour was born before the 25 th of December, or before what we call "Christmas."
At that time it is cold, and especially in the high and mountainous regions about Bethlehem.
But the exact time of his birth is unknown; there is no way to ascertain it. By different
learned men it has been fixed at each month in the year. Nor is it of consequence to "know"
the time; if it were, God would have preserved the record of it. Matters of moment are clearly
revealed; those which "he" regards as of no importance are concealed. -Albert Barnes
Comments on Luke 2:8

(3) The exact date of Jesus' birth is unknown; the legendary date of December 25 cannot be traced
back farther than the fourth century. - (The Wycliffe Bible Commentary)

(a) It was a custom among the Jews to send out their sheep to the deserts, about the passover,
and bring them home at the commencement of the first rain: during the time they were out,
the shepherds watched them night and day. As the passover occurred in the spring, and the
first rain began early in the month of Marchesvan, which answers to part of our October and
November, we find that the sheep were kept out in the open country during the whole of the
summer. And as these shepherds had not yet brought home their flocks, it is a presumptive
argument that October had not yet commenced, and that, consequently, our Lord was not
born on the 25 th of December, when no flocks were out in the fields; nor could he have been
born later than September, as the flocks were still in the fields by night. On this very ground
the nativity in December should be given up. The feeding of the flocks by night in the fields
is a chronological fact, which casts considerable light upon this disputed point. (Adam
Clarke's Commentary)

(b) The Cyclopedia Of Ecclesiastical Literature by McClintock and Strong, says "The
observance of Christmas is not of divine appointment, nor is it of New Testament origin. The
day of Christ's birth cannot be ascertained from the New Testament, or indeed, from any
other source. The (church) fathers of the first three centuries do not speak of any special
observance of the nativity (birth) of Christ .... The institution may be sufficiently explained
by the circumstance that it was the taste of the age to multiply festivals .... at the same time
the heathen winter holidays (Saturnalia, Juvenalia Brumalia) were undoubtedly transformed,
and so to speak, sanctified by the establishment of the Christian cycle of holidays; and the
heathen customs .... were brought over into Christian use" (Vol.2, p.276).

(4) The birth of Jesus is recorded in Matthew 1,2 and Luke 1,2.
(a) Jesus was born in Bethlehem, not Jerusalem (Luke 2:4-7).
(b) The baby Jesus was put in a manger for there was no room at the inn (Luke 2:7).
(c) The shepherds visited Jesus on the night He was born (Luke 2:8-20).
(d) On the 8th day of His life, Jesus was circumcised in accordance with the Law of Moses

(Luke 2:21).
(e) Joseph and Mary took Jesus when He was a little over a month old (40 days) to Jerusalem

to be presented in the Temple to be "called holy to the Lord and to offer a sacrifice"
according to the Law of Moses (Luke 2:22-24).

(f) Wise men from the East visit the family in a HOUSE - not a manger. The wise men never
see Jesus in a manger as a newborn baby. He was a "CHILD" and was of some age in
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accordance with the decision of Herod to kill all male children from two years old and under
(Matthew 2:16-18).

(g) The star seen by the wise men stood over a HOUSE, not a manger (Matthew 2:9).
(h) The Bible does not tell us the number of wise men nor their nationalities.
(i) Jesus lived in Egypt as a child (Matthew 2:13-15).
(j) The Lord grew up in Nazareth (Luke 2:39; Matthew 2:19-23).
(k) The New Testament church never mentions the birth of Jesus as a day of celebration.

i) Mary, His mother, was a part of the early church and nothing is written about the time of
the birth of Jesus. (Acts 1:14; Colossians 2:16-23).

(l) "YOU SHALL NOT ADD TO THE WORD WHICH I COMMAND YOU, NOR TAKE
ANYTHING FROM IT, THAT YOU MAY KEEP THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE
LORD YOUR GOD WHICH I COMMAND YOU" (Deuteronomy 4:2)

G. The Nature of His Birth
1. The Nature of His Person
2. The Nature of His Mission
3. The Nature of Our Response

II. The Nature of His Birth
A. Birth of Jesus - (Mt. 1:25; Lk 2:1-7)

1. Visit of the Shepherds – (Lk 2:8-20)
2. Jesus circumcised the 8th day - (Lk. 2:21)
3. Jesus’ presentation 40 days after birth - (Lk 2:22; Lev. 12:2-6)
4. Visit of wise men - (Mt. 2:1-12) – [Not told how many - Came to house – not manger (v. 11)]
5. Journey to Egypt - (Mt 2:13-15)
6. Male children killed - (Mt 2:16-18)
7. Return to Nazareth - (Lk. 2:39; Mt. 2:19-23)

B. Of the lineage of Abraham & David – Mat. 1:1-16; Luke 3:23-38
1. JESUS' "LEGAL" RIGHT TO DAVID'S THRONE IS ESTABLISHED... 

a. Not His "fleshly" right, for Matthew describes Jesus as the adopted son of Joseph 
2. Luke records the "fleshly" ancestry of Jesus in Lk 3:23-38 

a. A record of His ancestry from His mother's side 
b. Where He is shown to have descended from David through Nathan, not Solomon -- A careful

study of Lk 3 confirms this.
3. This helps to answer a puzzling dilemma found in the OT - God promised that the Messiah would

come from the loins of David 
a. But a descendant through Solomon, Jeconiah (Mt 1:11), was so wicked that God promised none

of his descendants would rule on the throne of David - Jer 22:24-30 
b. How then would God fulfill His promise to David? - By a descendant from a son other than

Solomon 
(1) Which Jesus was, having descended in the flesh from Nathan 

4. So Jesus is both "legal" and "fleshly" heir to the throne of David... 
a. "Legal" heir by virtue of His adoption by Joseph, descendant of Solomon
b. "Fleshly" heir by virtue of His birth by Mary, descendant of Nathan 

C. Born of a virgin –Mat. 1:18,20,22,23; Luke 1:27; Is. 7:14; Gen 3:15
D. Became flesh – Mat. 1:18,23,25; John 1:1; Gal. 4:4,5; 1 Tim. 3:15; Heb. 2:9-18; 10:5

III. The Nature of His Person
A. Of the Holy Spirit – Mat. 1:18,20; Luke 1:35
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B. They shall call His name Immanuel – Mat. 1:23; “God with us" — 1 Tim. 3:16
C. Divine – John 1:1-5,10, 14; 3:13; 8:23,58; 16:28; 17:5; Col. 1:16,17; Heb. 1:1-3; 1 John 1:2

IV. The Nature of His Mission
A. Royal Lineage – Mat. 1:1-17; 2:2,6; Luke 3:23-38; 2 Sam 7:11-16; Ps. 89:3,4; Acts 2:29-33
B. “JESUS CHRIST”– Mat. 1:18,21,25; Luke 2:11 -  lit -"Jehovah is salvation," – “Anointed One”

— Ps. 130:7,8; Is. 12:2; Jn 1:29; Acts 4:12; 13:23; 1 Jn 2:2; Tit. 2:14; Rom. 4:25
1. NKJV Lk 2:11 ---- For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ

the Lord. 
2. NKJV Jn 11:27 ---- She said to Him, "Yes, Lord, I believe that You are the Christ, the Son of God,

who is to come into the world.“ 
3. NKJV Ac 2:36 ---- "Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made this

Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.“ 
4. NKJV Ac 10:36 ---- The word which God sent to the children of Israel, preaching peace through

Jesus Christ--He is Lord of all-- 

V. The Nature of Our Response
A. The need for worshipping Jesus as He is – Mat. 2:1,2,11; John 5:23; 9:23; 20:28; Acts 2:22-42;

Rom. 14:6-12; 2 Cor. 5:14-17
B. The need to worship as Jesus says – John 4:24; 14:15; 15:10; Luke 22:19; 1 Cor. 11:24; Acts 2:42

VI. Conclusion:
A. We have looked at The Nature of His Birth

1. The Nature of His Person
2. The Nature of His Mission
3. The Nature of Our Response

B. The one who was born and called Jesus grew up – left us an example – died for us – and was raised
– and has ascended to the right hand of the Father – 

1. Jesus now has all authority in heaven and earth – Mat 28:18-20
C. Let us move away from the manger to His throne in heaven -
D. Let us worship, honor and serve the King of King’s and Lord of Lord’s  – 
E. One day we will stand before Him in judgment – 2 Cor. 5:10
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