


INTRODUCTION TO THE 
BOOK 

 One of the perplexing things about the book of 
Hebrews is that the author does not identify 
himself.  

 Several have been suggested as the author such 
as Paul, Barnabas, Luke (?), Priscilla & Aquila 
and Apollos.   

 Since the author does not identify himself in the 
book, all such conclusions are guesswork.  

 We must conclude as Origen did, “God alone 
knows.” – A.D. 225 

 It is best for us to call him  “the writer of 
Hebrews” or “the Hebrew writer.”  



 AUTHORSHIP OF THE 
BOOK 

 Apollos - Martin Luther, for example, thought that 
Apollos was the author of Hebrews. He based his 
hypothesis on Acts 18:24–26, Luther pointed out that 
Alexandria was a great educational center, where 
Apollos learned to express himself masterfully in the 
Greek language. Apollos used the Septuagint translation 
of the Old Testament because the Septuagint was first 
published in Alexandria. 

 For Martin Luther, Apollos was most qualified to write 
the Epistle to the Hebrews. 

 We would expect that Clement of Alexandria, about a.d. 
200, says something about this matter, but he omits the 
name Apollos. Instead Clement ascribes Hebrews to 
Paul. 



 AUTHORSHIP OF THE 
BOOK 

 Paul - From the first publication of the King James 
Version in 1611 to the present, many people have taken 
the title verbatim: “The Epistle of Paul the Apostle to the 
Hebrews.” But in the margin of some Bibles of this 
version the reader is told: “Authorship uncertain, 
commonly attributed to Paul.” 

 The uncertainty of Pauline authorship stems from the 
difference between the epistles of Paul and Hebrews.  

 The use of names referring to Jesus in Hebrews differs 
from that of Paul. In his earlier epistles Paul refers to the 
Lord as Jesus Christ, but in his later epistles this 
combination is reversed: Paul calls him Christ Jesus. He 
seldom writes Jesus (II Cor. 11:4; Phil. 2:10; I Thess. 
4:14).  



 AUTHORSHIP OF THE 
BOOK 

 The author of Hebrews, by contrast, repeatedly calls the Lord 
by his given name Jesus (2:9; 3:1; 4:14; 6:20; 7:22; 10:19; 
12:2, 24; 13:15).  

 Three times the author of Hebrews uses the combination Jesus 
Christ (10:10; 13:8, 21), and only once he says Lord Jesus 
(13:20).  

 The Epistle to the Hebrews, however, lacks the combination 
Christ Jesus. 

 The most significant point in considering whether Paul wrote 
the Epistle to the Hebrews has to do with Hebrews 2:3. 

  The writer, who includes himself in his warning to pay 
attention to the Word of God, says, “This salvation, which was 
first announced by the Lord, was confirmed to us by those who 
heard him.” In schematic form, we have the following 
sequence: 



 AUTHORSHIP OF THE 
BOOK 

 This salvation which 

 1. was first announced by the Lord 

 2. by those who heard him 

 3. was confirmed to us 

 The conclusion may be drawn that the writer had not heard 
the Lord personally but had to rely on the reports of others.  

 Paul, of course, states categorically that he did not receive 
the gospel from anyone but Jesus Christ (Gal. 1:12).  

 Paul heard the voice of Jesus on the Damascus road (Acts 
9:4; 22:7; 26:14).  

 And Jesus spoke to him afterward (Acts 18:9–10; 22:18–
21). Paul, therefore, could not have written the words of 
Hebrews 2:3. 

 



 AUTHORSHIP OF THE 
BOOK 

 Barnabas - Tertullian, around a.d. 225, suggested that 

Barnabas was the writer of Hebrews. He did this in light of 
Barnabas’s credentials given in Acts 4:36–37: “Joseph, a Levite 
from Cyprus, whom the apostles called Barnabas (which means 
Son of Encouragement), sold a field he owned and brought the 
money and put it at the apostles’ feet.”  

 As a Levite, Barnabas was fully acquainted with the Levitical 
priesthood. Besides, he came from the island of Cyprus where 
he presumably learned the Greek language well. He was 
familiar with the church and its needs. Thus, he was eminently 
qualified to write the Epistle to the Hebrews, according to 
Tertullian. The weakness of this position is that it has not found 
any support in the history of the canon.  

 Tertullian has not gained any followers and his suggestion has 
been viewed as a curiosity. 



 AUTHORSHIP OF THE 
BOOK 

 Priscilla - Last among the  best names that have 
been proposed for solving the question of authorship 
is the name of Priscilla.  

 She with her husband Aquila instructed Apollos 
(Acts 18:26).  

 But Priscilla could not have written Hebrews because 
in the original Greek of Hebrews 11:32, the writer 
uses a participle with a masculine ending when he 
refers to himself: “I (masculine ending in the 
Greek) do not have time to tell about Gideon.…” 

 Thus, ruling out a female writer – tho’ some have 
thought it was a husband wife combination. 



Direct Quotation In the 
BOOK of Hebrews (LXX) 

 The writer of Hebrews appeals to his readers by 
quoting familiar passages from the Old Testament. 

 These passages presumably had been memorized by 
the readers, so that when they heard the Epistle to 
the Hebrews read to them in a worship service, they 
could relate to its content.  

 The Old Testament Scriptures, therefore, were of 
great importance to the author and the readers of 
this epistle. In the words of the writer, “the word of 
God is living and active. Sharper than any double-
edged sword” (4:12). And that Word has been 
quoted, alluded to, and used in Hebrews more than 
in any other New Testament book. 



Direct Quotation In the 
BOOK of Hebrews (LXX) 

 Old Testament     Hebrews 

 1.  Psalm 2:7     1:5a; 5:5 

 2.II Samuel 7:14    1:5b 

 3. Deuteronomy 32:43    1:6b 

 4. Psalm 104:4     1:7 

 5. Psalm 45:6–7     1:8–9 

 6. Psalm 102:25–27    1:10–12 

 7. Psalm 110:1     1:13 

 8. Psalm 8:4–6      2:6–8a 

 9. Psalm 22:22     2:12 

 10. Isaiah 8:17     2:13a 

 11. Isaiah 8:18     2:13b 

 12. Numbers 12:7    3:2, 5 



 13. Psalm 95:7–11    3:7–11 

 14. Genesis 2:2     4:4 

 15. Psalm 110:4     5:6; 7:17, 21 

 16. Genesis 22:17    6:14 

 17. Genesis 14:17–20    7:1–2 

 18. Exodus 25:40    8:5 

 19. Jeremiah 31:31–34    8:8–12 

 20. Exodus 24:8     9:20 

 21. Psalm 40:6–8    10:5–7 

 22. Deuteronomy 32:35a   10:30a 

 23. Deuteronomy 32:36a; Psalm 135:14a 10:30b 

 24. Isaiah 26:20; Habakkuk 2:3–4  10:37–38 

 25. Genesis 21:12    11:18 

Direct Quotation In the 
BOOK of Hebrews (LXX) 



 26. Proverbs 3:11–12    12:5–6 

 27. Exodus 19:12–13    12:20 

 28. Deuteronomy 9:19    12:21 

 29. Haggai 2:6     12:26 

 30. Deuteronomy 31:6    13:5 

 31. Psalm 118:6     13:6 
Kistemaker, S. J., & Hendriksen, W. (1953-2001). Vol. 15: New Testament 
commentary : Exposition of Hebrews. Accompanying biblical text is author's 

translation. New Testament Commentary (9). Grand Rapids: Baker Book House.  

 For example, some scholars count all the direct citations and come to a total of thirty-six.1 
Others find twenty-four direct quotations from the Old Testament and add another five 
passages “which are used verbally though not formally quoted.” They recognize twenty-
nine citations.2   


1 Ceslaus Spicq, L’Épître aux Hébreux, 2 vols. (Paris: Gabalda, 1952), vol. 1, p. 331. 2 B. F. 
Westcott, Commentary on the Epistle to the Hebrews (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1950), pp. 
469–74. 

Direct Quotation In the 
BOOK of Hebrews (LXX) 



ADMONITIONS IN THE 
BOOK 

 The appeal of the writer comes to the 
readers in phrases that borders on 
repetition. (Three R’s of Learning – JC)  

 The message is clear: keep the faith, 
be obedient, remain strong, come to 
God, and claim your salvation.  

 The author warns the reader against 
the sin of unbelief that eventually takes 
its toll and ends in apostasy. 



ADMONITIONS IN THE 
BOOK 

 2:1–4 - “We must pay more careful attention, therefore” 

 3:1 - “Therefore, holy brothers, … fix your thoughts on Jesus” 

 3:12–19 - “See to it, brothers” 

 4:1–3 - “Therefore, … let us be careful” 

 4:11 - “Let us, therefore, make every effort” 

 4:14–16 - “Therefore, … let us hold firmly to the faith” 

 6:1–3 - “Therefore let us leave the elementary teachings” 

 6:11–12 - “We want each of you to show this same 
diligence” 

 10:19–39 - “Therefore, brothers, … let us draw near to God” 

 12:1–28 - “Therefore, … let us throw off everything that 
hinders” 

 13:1–25 - “Keep on loving each other as brothers” 



DOCTRINAL INSTRUCTIONS 
IN THE BOOK 

 In the opening verses of his introduction (1:1–2), the author 
defines the extent and the range of the Word of God: in the Old 
Testament era God spoke through his prophets; in New 
Testament times, he has spoken through his Son.  

 He expected his people to obey his Word when it was 
communicated to them “by angels” (2:2), for disobedience 
resulted in “just punishment.”  

 How much more, then, are the people of the New Testament 
era to obey God’s Word that was proclaimed not by angels but 
by the Son of God. And this Son is far superior to the angels 
because he is the Prophet who spoke the Word (1:2), the Priest 
who “provided purification for sins” (1:3), and the King who 
“sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven” (1:3). 
Furthermore, this Prophet, who is Priest and King as well, 
demands strict obedience to the Word that proclaims salvation 
(2:3). 



DOCTRINAL INSTRUCTIONS 
IN THE BOOK 

 The superiority of the Son of God in relation to the 
angels is confessed in psalm and song.  

 The psalm and hymn writers portray the Son as King, God, 
Creator, and one whose “years will never end” (1:12) 

 Yet in all of this He became man – (2:14) 

 Because of Christ unique relationship with man in 
calling them His brothers and sisters, Jesus 
became their “merciful and faithful high priest in 
service to God,” and thus he made “atonement for 
the sins of the people” (2:17).  

 For this reason, says the writer of Hebrews, I 
exhort you to “fix your thoughts on Jesus, the 
apostle and high priest whom we confess” (3:1). 



DOCTRINAL INSTRUCTIONS 
IN THE BOOK 

 Jesus is greater than Moses. Moses was a faithful 
servant in God’s house; Jesus is a faithful son over 
God’s house (3:5–6).  

 In the time of Moses the Israelites refused to obey 
God’s Word and consequently perished in the 
desert (3:17).  

 The believer today is exhorted to listen to “the 
gospel” and to make every effort to enter the rest 
God has promised (4:3, 6, 11).  

 Take the living and active Word of God to heart, 
counsels the author, because it may be compared 
with a double-edged sword (4:12). 



DOCTRINAL INSTRUCTIONS 
IN THE BOOK 

 Also, Jesus is far greater than Aaron. Aaron was a high priest, 
but a sinner; Jesus is the great high priest, yet without sin 
(5:3; 4:14–15). Jesus became high priest in the order of 
Melchizedek (5:10).  

 The writer shows the readers from the Old Testament 
Scriptures that Jesus, belonging to the high-priestly order of 
Melchizedek, is superior to the Levitical priests (chap. 7).  

 Priests in the Aaronic order were appointed by law, were 
sinners, and were subject to death (7:23, 27–28). When 
God swore an oath, Jesus became priest and thereby 
indicated the unchangeableness of his priestly office (7:21). 
He is sinless and is priest forever. 

 Jesus is priest-king, but he does not serve in an earthly 
tabernacle; he has gone to serve in “the true tabernacle set 
up by the Lord, not by man” (8:2; see also 9:11, 24).  



PASTORAL INSTRUCTIONS 
IN THE BOOK 

 The second part of the epistle begins with 10:19 and is 
pastoral throughout. The writer encourages the readers “to 
draw near to God,” to meet together for worship, and to 
await the coming Day (10:22, 25). Once more he stresses 
that deliberate sin cannot be forgiven (6:4–6; 10:26–29). 
The result of willful sin is that one “fall[s] into the hands of 
the living God” (10:31). 

 Chapter 11 is a consideration of the heroes of faith depicted 
in the Old Testament. The author has been selective and 
devotes most of the discussion to Abraham the father of 
believers (11:8–19). He exhorts the readers to fix their 
attention on Jesus, the “author and perfecter” of their faith 
(12:2), to strengthen their “feeble arms and weak knees” 
(12:12), and “to live in peace with all men and to be holy” 
(12:14).  



PASTORAL INSTRUCTIONS 
IN THE BOOK 

 Chapter 12 concludes with an 
exhortation: 
 to “worship God acceptably with reverence 

and awe” (12:28).  

 The last chapter of Hebrews is a series 
of concluding exhortations with: 

 an eloquent benediction (13:20–21)  

 and personal greetings (13:22–25). 



DATING OF THE BOOK 

 Nowhere in the Epistle to the Hebrews do we find any 
mention of the temple in Jerusalem.  

 The writer discusses the tabernacle and priesthood of the forty-year 
period in the wilderness.  

 Because he deletes any reference to the temple or the destruction of 
Jerusalem, he may imply that the priestly services had come to an 
end.  

 And for that reason, he turns his attention to the initial stages of the 
Levitical priesthood and the construction of the tabernacle. 

 The conclusion to these observations is that a date for 
Hebrews of a decade after the destruction of the 
Jerusalem temple and the cessation of the priesthood is 
not at all improbable.  

 Perhaps Hebrews was composed between a.d. 80 and 85. 



OUTLINE OF THE BOOK 

 1:1–2:18 - Jesus’ Superiority and His Role as Savior and 
High Priest 

  Introduction - 1:1–4 

  Jesus’ Superiority to Angels - 1:5–14 

  Jesus, Savior and High Priest - 2:1–18 

 3:1–4:13 - Jesus’ Superiority to Moses 

  A Comparison of Jesus and Moses - 3:1–6 

  A Warning Against Unbelief - 3:7–19 

  An Invitation to Enter God’s Rest - 4:1–13 

 4:14–5:10 - Jesus’ High Priesthood 

  Encouragement for the Readers - 4:14–16 

  Enablement of the High Priest - 5:1–3 



OUTLINE OF THE BOOK 

  Fulfillment of the High-priestly Office - 5:4–10 

 5:11–6:20 

 Exhortations - Do Not Fall Away - 5:11–6:12 

 Hold on to God’s Promise - 6:13–20 

 7:1–28 - Jesus: High Priest like Melchizedek 

  Melchizedek, King and Priest - 7:1–10 

  Melchizedek’s Superior Priesthood - 7:11–19 

  Christ’s Superior Priesthood - 7:20–28 

 8:1–10:18 - Jesus: High Priest and Sacrifice 

  The Heavenly Sanctuary - 8:1–2 

  Jesus the Mediator - 8:3–6 

  God’s New Covenant - 8:7–13 



OUTLINE OF THE BOOK 

 The Earthly Sanctuary - 9:1–10 

  Jesus’ Sacrificial Blood - 9:11–28 

  Jesus’ Effective Sacrifice - 10:1–18 

 10:19–39 - More Exhortations 

  An Exhortation to Persevere - 10:19–25 

  A Warning to Pay Attention - 10:26–31 

  A Reminder to Continue - 10:32–39 

 11:1–40 - The Heroes of Faith (God’s Hall of Fame – JC) 

  A Definition of Faith - 11:1–3 

 Three Examples of Faith: Abel, Enoch, and Noah - 11:4–7 

  The Faith of Abraham - 11:8–19 

  The Faith of Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph - 11:20–22 

   

 E. The Faith of Moses 

 11:23–29 

   

 F. Faith at Jericho 

 11:30–31 

   

 G. Known and Unknown Heroes of Faith 

 11:32–40 

 12:1–13:25 

 Admonitions and Exhortations 

   

   

 A. Divine Discipline 

 12:1–13 

   

 B. A Divine Warning 

 12:14–29 

   

 C. Communal Obligations 

 13:1–6 

   

 D. Ecclesiastical Duties 

 13:7–17 

   

 E. Prayers and Benedictions 

 13:18–21 

   

 F. Final Greetings 

 13:22–25 
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