
Lesson Twenty Three 

Hebrews 13:1-14 

THE LIFE THAT IS SET 

APART – vrs 1-25 
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THE LIFE THAT IS SET APART 

13:1-25 
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“REMEMBER….” 

 

 

“MANIFEST LOVE” 

Hebrews 13:1-3 

• Toward Brethren 

• Hospitality to 

Strangers 

• Visit those In 

Prison 

• Sympathy to the 

Mistreated 

“KEEP AND HONOR YOUR MARRIAGE” 

Do Not Commit Adultery/Fornication - vrs 4 

“KEEP YOURSELF FROM 

COVETOUSNESS” 

Be Content – vrs 5-6 

“IMITATE THOSE WHO LEAD YOU” 

Consider The Outcome – vrs 7 

“LET US GO FORTH TO HIM” 
• Constant and Unchangeable –vrs 

8 

• Holding To Truth – vrs 9a 

• Heart Established by Grace – vrs 

9b 

• Our Altar – vrs 10-14 

 

“OUTSIDE THE CAMP” 

Bearing His Reproach 

FINAL 

EXHORTATIONS 

• Offer Praise 

• Do Good 

• Share 

• Submit to 

Elders 

• Pray For Us 



 13:1 - It is the love that grows out of our 

common relationship. 

 13:2 ---- “HOSPITALITY” 

 The phrase "entertain strangers" is from one 

word in the Greek and is the word which is often 

translated "hospitality.“ 

 "For by so doing some have unwittingly 

entertained angels"  

 We have the examples of Abraham and Lot. 

Gen. 18:1-22; 19:1 
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THE LIFE THAT IS SET APART 

13:1-14 



 13:3 – “SYMPATHY” 

 "Remember the prisoners as if chained with 

them" - We can both show sympathy and visit 

them whenever possible. Matt. 25:36 

 "Those who are mistreated" - Christians are 

often mistreated in a variety of ways. 

 "Since you yourselves are in the body also." 

- The word "the" (the definite article) points to 

the church.  

 The Hebrews were fellow members of the body 

of Christ. 
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THE LIFE THAT IS SET APART 

13:1-14 



 Vrs 4 ---- “Fornicators and adulterers?”  

 “God will judge" - This implies that God will punish them 

in the way ordained by Him. 

 To say the least, one cannot build a happy marriage 

on adultery. 

 What is the meaning of the word "fornicators" which is used 

in 13:4? 

 The KJV has the word "whoremongers" in the place of 

"fornicators" (NKJ, NASV). Actually, the KJV is the better 

translation because it refers to a "male" fornicator in the 

Greek. 

 Thus, it refers to men who are either homosexuals or 

who pursue adulterous women. 
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THE LIFE THAT IS SET APART 

13:1-14 



 13:5 ---- “COVETOUSNESS” 

 "Let your conduct be without covetousness" - Do not have an undue 

desire for wealth or earthly possessions. 

  "This does not forbid all lawful endeavors to improve our own 

condition and that of others. Such an injunction would be wholly 

inconsistent with what is plainly taught in many other passages of 

Scripture. See, for example, Rom. 12:11; Eph. 4:28; 2 Thess. 3:11. 

But the meaning of the Apostle is simply this, that such should be 

our trust and confidence in God, that we would be satisfied with our 

condition, be it what it may; knowing that if we are only faithful, God 

will cause all things to work together for good. Be diligent in 

business; do all that you can lawfully and consistently to improve 

your own condition and to promote the happiness of others; and 

then with calmness and resignation leave all the consequences to 

God." (Commentary on Hebrews, by R.  Milligan, p. 373) 
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THE LIFE THAT IS SET APART 

13:1-14 



 13:7 – “REMEMBER” 

 "Remember those who rule over you"  

 The word "rule" means literally, "guides, leaders."  

 Thus, it refers to any who faithfully lead in the way of 

life. 

  "Considering the outcome of their conduct." - Their 

righteous conduct lead them to a praiseworthy end. 

 13:8 – “A CHANGELESS CHRIST” 

 As Christ is revealed in the New Testament, that's how 

He will always be. 

 The past leaders may be gone, but the Christ they 

trusted, and taught us to trust, remains unchangeable. 
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THE LIFE THAT IS SET APART 

13:1-14 



 "Do not be carried about with various and strange 

doctrines" - 13:9 

 Continuing to trust the unchangeable Christ, we should not be 

carried away from Him by false doctrines. 

 In our time there are many more "various and strange 

doctrines" than there were in the time when Hebrews was 

written. 

 Strange doctrines (something new, something different) have 

their appeal to many people and they are constantly pursuing 

them. 

 When we are led away from the doctrine of Christ, we no 

longer have fellowship with the Father and His Son. 2 John 9 

  Established our Hearts with - "By grace, not with foods" - 

13:9. 
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THE LIFE THAT IS SET APART 

13:1-14 



 13:10 ---- “OUR ALTAR” 

 The Hebrew writer uses the term "altar" (13:10) to 

figuratively refer to the sacrificial service of Christ, 

the cross and all that flows from it. 

 Those involved in Judaism had no right to eat at this 

altar; that is, they could not participate in the 

blessings the sacrifice of Christ brings. 

 We have a right to eat at this altar. Figuratively, we 

partake of the benefits of the sacrifice of Christ. 
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THE LIFE THAT IS SET APART 

13:1-14 



 Why did Jesus suffer "outside the gate"? 

 Just as the animals were taken without the camp (Lev. 16:27), so 

was Christ (Heb. 13:11-12). 

 Jesus suffered outside of the city of Jerusalem (John 19:17-22).   

 This showed the Hebrew Christians, and us as well, that Jesus was 

their sin offering. 

 Why should we "bear His reproach" as stated by the writer 

of Hebrews? ---- Verse 14 

 13:13 - To the Hebrews, this would involve leaving the camp of 

Judaism.  

 To us, it involves leaving all things evil, false religions, evil 

companions, etc. 

 13:14 - All things on this earth are temporal and will pass 

away. 2 Cor. 4:18; 2 Pet. 3:10  
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THE LIFE THAT IS SET APART 

13:1-14 



Lesson Twenty Four 

Hebrews 13:15-25 

FINAL WORDS OF 

EXHORTATION ….. 

“How has the Book Enriched 

Your Soul?” 
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 The expression "giving thanks" can also be translated 

"confessing." 

 We need to give thanks and confess God in our prayers. 

Phil. 4:6 

 We need to do it in our singing. Psalm 66:1-4 

 This is part of our "spiritual sacrifices" that we offer up to 

God. 1 Pet. 2:5 

 What should we not forget? 

 Verse 16 - Let us remember to aid other people.  

 In so doing, we lay up treasures in heaven, and build a 

good foundation for the time to come. Matt. 6:19-20; 1 

Tim. 6:19  

12 

THE FRUIT OF OUR LIPS AND 

MIND - 13:15, 16 



 When we submit to those who lead us, it not only works for a 

peaceful, pleasant situation, but it works toward our salvation. 1 

Pet. 5:5-6 

 "They watch our for your souls" -  

 What does the word "rule" in 13:17 mean? Would it also apply to 

other god-fearing leaders in the congregation? 

 The word "rule" is the same one used in verses 7 and 24, 

and means literally, "guides, leaders." Thus, it refers to any 

who faithfully lead in the way of life. 

 Though the "rule" can include other leaders, it definitely refers 

to elders. 

 Being an elder is a grave responsibility. 

 When considering qualifications, a good question to ask is, 

"Do I want that man watching over my soul. 
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THE HEART OF SUBMISSION - 

13:17; 18 



 He describes the God to whom he makes his request. 

 He is the God "who brought up our Lord Jesus from the dead" - This is the 

first actual mention of the resurrection, though it is presupposed in many 

verses; e.g., the living High Priest. 

 Jesus is the great shepherd of the sheep. He occupies this position 

because of the blood He shed. His blood ratifies and validates, and seals 

the New Covenant. Matt. 26:28; Heb. 12:24 

 His request for them. 

 "Make you complete...working in you" - This is a fitting conclusion to his 

book. 

 He desires that God will work in them, causing them to faithfully do His will.  

Phil. 2:13 

 His request shows his deep love and concern for their spiritual well-being. 

 Other passages similar to 13:20-21, which show that God is able and willing to 

perfect the faithful and bring them home to heaven with Him. 2 Thess. 2:16-17; 

1 Pet. 5:10-11; Jude 24 
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THE LORD TO WHOM OUR 

PRAYERS ARE DIRECTED… 


