
Lesson Twenty - Hebrews 

11:32 -12:1-3 

Surrounded By So Great A 

Cloud Of Witnesses! 



"AND WHAT MORE SHALL I 

SAY?" - (Heb. 11:32-40) 

 THE PEOPLE OF FAITH (11:32). 

 Gideon, Judges 6-8.  

 He defeated the Midianites with only 300 men. 

 Barak, Judges 4-5.  

 He was the captain of the host under Deborah 

the Judge. He defeated the Canaanites. 

  Jephthah, Judges 11-12.  

 He was the Judge who made the rash vow. He 

defeated the Ammonites. 



"AND WHAT MORE SHALL I 

SAY?" - (Heb. 11:32-40) 

 THE PEOPLE OF FAITH (11:32). 

 David.  

 He occupies much space in the O.T., 1 Sam. 16-31; 2 Sam. 

1 Kings 1-2.  

 He probably was Israel's greatest king.  

 There were many prophecies which stated that the 

Messiah would descend through him. 

 Samuel, 1 Sam. 1-16.  

 He was the last Judge and the first among the school of 

the prophets. 

 The prophets.  

 Much could be said about the great faith of many of the 

prophets - Elijah, Elisha, Jeremiah, Amos, Daniel, 

Zachariah, etc. 



"AND WHAT MORE SHALL I 

SAY?" - (Heb. 11:32-40) 

 THE PRODUCT OF FAITH (11:33-34). 

 With many short statements, he reminds us of 

what those, who through their faith, 

accomplished and endured. 

 "Subdued kingdoms." There are many examples of 

this in the O.T., especially in the book of Judges. 

 "Worked righteousness." Correct justice was 

administered. 

 Consider the examples of David. 2 Sam. 8:15. He 

destroyed the man who said he had slain the Lord's 

anointed (2 Sam. 1:13-16). 

  He destroyed the two who had killed Ishbosheth 

upon his bed (2 Sam. 4:8-12 



"AND WHAT MORE SHALL I 

SAY?" - (Heb. 11:32-40) 

 "Obtained promises." Not a word failed which the 

Lord had promised. Joshua 21:43-45 

 "Stopped the mouths of lions." Daniel - Dan. 6. 

 "Quenched the violence of fire." - Shadrach, 

Meshach, and Abednego - Dan. 3. 

 "Escaped the edge of the sword." - Many of those 

who went into battle returned home safely.  

 Many of the prophets escaped being slain. 

 "Out of weakness were made strong." Hezekiah 

humbly prayed for deliverance from the Assyrians 

and was so blessed. 2 Kings 19; Isaiah 37 

  185,000 Assyrians soldiers died during the night. 2 

Kings 19:35 

 



"AND WHAT MORE SHALL I 

SAY?" - (Heb. 11:32-40) 

  "Became valiant in battle." - David conquered Goliath 

- 1 Sam. 17. Jonathan defeated the Philistines. 1 Sam. 

14:6-14 

 "Turned to flight the armies of the aliens." There are 

many examples of this in the O.T. 

 "Woman received their dead raised to life again.“ 

 Elijah raised the widow' son. 1 Kings 17:8-24 

Through faith she aided Elijah and was blessed 

by receiving her son back from the dead. Jesus 

spoke of this woman in Luke 4:25-26.  

 Elisha raised the son of a Shunammite woman. 

2 Kings 4:18-37 



"AND WHAT MORE SHALL I 

SAY?" - (Heb. 11:32-40) 

 THE PERSECUTION OF FAITH (11:35-38). 

 "Were tortured, not accepting deliverance." They refused 

to deny God and be released because they wanted to 

obtain a better resurrection. 

 "Had trial of mocking’s and scourging’s...chains and 

imprisonment." They were reviled, beaten, and unjustly 

imprisoned. 

 "Stoned, sawn in two, were tempted, were slain with the 

sword."  

 Tradition says that the prophet Isaiah was sawn in two. 

 "Wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins, being 

destitute, afflicted, tormented." They lived under 

miserable and lowly conditions. 



"AND WHAT MORE SHALL I 

SAY?" - (Heb. 11:32-40) 

 THE PROFIT OF FAITH (11:39-40). 

 Who was unworthy of these great people of faith? 

 "The world." - 11:38 

 These great people of faith were far better than the 

world deserved. 

  Instead of the world gladly receiving them, they 

unmercifully persecuted them; thus, the world was 

unworthy of these great people. 

 What is the "better thing" God has provided for us? 

 The New Testament means of redemption.  

 Even though these great people received a good 

testimony through faith, they did not receive the 

promise fulfilled in the Messiah. 



Since We Are Surrounded By So 

Great A Cloud of Witnesses - 

(Hebrews 12:1-2) 

 The Christian runs the race of life that he might receive the 

glory and honor which comes from God. 1 Cor. 9:24-25; 1 Pet. 

5:4 

 "Great cloud of witnesses." Those many people of faith are 

called "witnesses" because their lives testify of the power, 

value, and result of faith. 

 "Lay aside every weight."  

 From what is the expression "lay aside every weight" 

probably taken? 

 Those who trained for the Olympics wore weights on their 

legs. On the day of the race they removed their weights. 

 Things that hinder our efforts in living the Christian life 

should be laid aside; too many time-consuming secular 

activities, damaging influences such as corrupt movies, etc. 



Since We Are Surrounded By So 

Great A Cloud of Witnesses - (Heb. 

12:1-2 

 "And the sin which so easily ensnares us." - Some think that 

this refers to the sin of unbelief which was mentioned in the first 

part of the book; however, the specific sin is not mentioned 

here.  

 It can refer to any sin that might easily ensnare us; e.g., a 

sinful habit of some kind. 

 "And let us run with endurance the race that is set before us."  

 The thought points to the marathon, the long-distance race 

rather than the one-hundred meter or two-hundred meter 

races.  

 Christians are not to give a quick burst and then quit, but 

are to steadily run toward the goal.  

 Faithfulness to the end of the race is required. Ezek. 18:24 



“Looking Unto Jesus” ---- 

Hebrews 12:2-3 

 He is the author and finisher of our faith. He is the originator and perfecter 

of our faith. 

 Because of the joy set before Him, He endured the cross.  

  What was the "joy" that was set before Him? 

 His coronation to the glorious throne of the Father. Dan. 7:13-14; 

Luke 24:26; 1 Pet. 1:11; Phil. 2:8-11  

 Let us look to His example of sacrificing in order to obtain the reward. 

 He despised the shame. The cross was a dreadful, shameful ordeal 

which He despised. In spite of all the shame connected with 

crucifixion, He endured it. 

 He sat down on the right hand of the throne of God. This has been 

mentioned several times throughout the book of Hebrews.  

 He endured the hostility of sinners against Himself.  He endured not 

only the painful death of the cross, but all the blasphemy and reviling 

heaped on Him by sinners. Matt. 27:38-43; 1 Pet. 2:21-24 



“Looking Unto Jesus” ---- 

Hebrews 12:2-3 

 What does considering Jesus prevent us from not doing? 

 "Lest you become weary and discouraged in your 

souls." - 12:3 NKJV 

 "Lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds." - 12:3 KJV 

 "So that you will not grow weary and lose heart." - 12:3 

NASV 

 Extra Notes: 

 We need to look to Jesus' example of endurance, self-

denial, and suffering reproach. 

 We will run the race successfully only if we follow in His 

steps. 

 We can gain the victory through Him. 1 Cor. 15:57; Rom. 

8:37 

 


