
THE BOOK OF HEBREWS 

LESSON SEVENTEEN: Hebrews 
10:32-11:5  

- The just shall live by faith - 



BRING TO MEMORY 

 He reminds them of: 

 "The former days after you were illuminated" (vs. 
32a) 

 "You endured a great struggle with sufferings" 
(vs. 32b) 

 He elaborates on his last statement: 

 "Partly, while you were made a spectacle both by 
reproaches and tribulations" (vs. 33a) 

 "And partly, while you became companions of 
those who were so treated" (vs. 33b) 
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BRING TO MEMORY 

 Again, he elaborates on his last statement: 

  "For you had compassion on me and my chains 
(vs. 34a) 

  "And joyfully accepted the plundering of your 
goods" (vs. 34b) 

 This verse explains what type of sufferings they had 
endured. 

 "Reproaches" - They were spoken against. 

 "Tribulations" - "Anguish, burdened, 
persecution, tribulation, trouble." (Strong) This 
includes "bodily harm"; however, they had not, 
as of yet, suffered bloodshed. Heb. 12:4 
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BRING TO MEMORY 
4 

•  In the pictures of the ancient Roman method 
of threshing grain, one man is always seen 
stirring up the sheaves while another rides 
over them in a crude cart equipped with 
rollers instead of wheels. Rough bits of iron 
were attached to these cylinders to help 
separate the husks from the grain. This 

simple cart was called a "tribulum" from 

which we get our word "tribulation.“ 
• When great afflictions come, we often think 

of ourselves as being torn to pieces under 
the cruel pressures of adverse circumstances. 
Remember, no thresher ever used his 
tribulum for the mere purpose of tearing up 
the sheaves but to disclose the precious 
grain.  

• Likewise, God tries the righteous, but He 
never puts them under the pressure of 
sorrow and disappointment needlessly. 



BRING TO MEMORY 

 What were they exhorted to not cast away? 

 "Do not cast away your confidence, which has great 
reward." 10:35 

 "Your Confidence" - Do not cast away your strong 
assurance. You formerly endured; do so now. 

 "Which has great reward" - 2 Cor. 4:17; Rom. 8:18 

 Why do we have need of patience? 

 “So that after you have done the will of God, you may 
receive the promise." - 10:36 

  10:36 - The endless reward will make the waiting seem 
very short. 

 10:37 - Every generation should live as though the coming 
of the Lord is near. James 5:7-9; 1 Pet. 4:7 
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BRING TO MEMORY 

 "My soul has no pleasure in him." 

 Of the one who draws back. - 10:38 

 Extra Notes: 

 10:38 

 Saving faith is not a act of the moment, but the attitude of 
a lifetime. 

 Those who "draw back" will have a certain fearful 
destruction. 

 If "once saved always saved" were true, this warning would 
have no meaning. 

 10:39  

 The Hebrew writer had confidence in the Hebrew Christians. 

 Let us run with endurance the race that is set before us. 
Heb.12:1-2 
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FAITH – HEB 11:1-3; 6 

 THE DEFINITION OF FAITH (11:1). 

 It is the substance (foundation, assurance) of 
that which we desire and expect. 

 It is conviction based on the evidence which 
proves that the things not seen are real. 

 THE REWARD OF FAITH (11:2). 

  THE APPLICATION OF FAITH (11:3). 

  THE NECESSITY OF FAITH (11:6). 

  Believe in God's existence. 

  Believe He rewards those who diligently 
seek Him. 
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ABEL’S FAITH – HEB 11:4 

 What did Abel do by faith? 

 "Offered a more excellent sacrifice than Cain" - 11:4 

 OFFERED A MORE EXCELLENT SACRIFICE. Rom. 10:17; 
John 20:30-31 

 OFFERED A TESTIFYING SACRIFICE (GOD TESTIFIED). Lev. 
9:24; 1 Kings 18:38; Phil. 4:18 

 OFFERED A CONTINUOUSLY SPEAKING SACRIFICE. Gen. 
4:3-5 

 Abel continues to tell us that offering in the right manner 
is necessary.  

 It produces the favor of God.  

 To act on presumption (without divine revelation) brings 
the disfavor and rejection (wrath) of God. Prov. 16:25; 
Matt. 15:9; Matt. 7:23 
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