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 They are present for Bible study 
on Sunday evenings and 
Wednesday evenings. 

 They attend both Sunday 
morning Bible Study and Sunday 
evening worship services. 

 When the church has a gospel 
meeting, they attend each and 
every service. 

 They frequently attend gospel 
meetings at other congregations. 
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Only once on Sunday, and 
that’s done sporadically. 

 Do not participate in the 
Bible studies. 

 Are not present for most 
services during local gospel 
meetings. 

 As for attending a gospel 
meeting elsewhere...very 
unlikely. 
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Why the difference?  

Are there real spiritual 
consequences? 

 Today’s lesson – The Sins 

Involved in the willful 
forsaking of the assembly. 
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  The first part of our study will be a verse-by-

verse study of Heb. 10:19-31 which, of course, 
deals with our topic. 

 In our heading notice the word "willfully" 
which means, "knowingly and deliberately going 
against one's conscience." 

 Notice also the word "assemblies."  We will be 
referring to all the assemblies of the saints, not 
just the one on the Lord's day. 

 Many brethren do not understand the 
seriousness of forsaking.  Thus, there is a great 
need for lessons on this topic.  
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 Verse 19 - "...Having boldness to enter the 

Holiest..."  Before this there was no free 

access. 

 Verse 20 - In the Old Testament order, 

the veil had to be parted before the high 

priest could go from the holy place to the 

most holy place. Matt. 27:51  

 Verse 21 - "...Having a High Priest over the 

house of God." 

 Heb. 3:1; 4:14  
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 Verse 22 - "Let us draw near..." (the first of 
three exhortations) 

 "With a true heart" - with a pure 
conscience. 

 "Full assurance" - with complete 
confidence. 

 "Having our hearts sprinkled...“ 

 This involves the blood of Christ 

 It is typical of the O.T. priests sprinkling 
the sacrificial blood to purify. 

 This is the internal part of regeneration. 

 "Our bodies washed...“ – BAPTISM  
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 Verse 23 - "Let us (the second 
exhortation) hold fast the confession..." - 
continue in it by faithful, godly lives. 

 "Confession of our hope" - thus, an 
exhortation to be steadfast in obtaining 
the end of our hope. 

 “Without wavering" - without faltering, 
without stumbling. 

 "For He who promised is faithful." - He 
is reliable and trustworthy and the one 
who commits his will to Him, will never be 
disappointed.  
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 Verses 24-25 - "And let us" (the third).  He 
exhorts both positively and negatively. 

 Verse 24 - the positive. 

 "Consider one another" - show concern, 
have interest in. 

 "To stir up" - to stimulate, provoke, 
arouse.  

 "Love and good works" - all of us need 
exhortation and encouragement; thus, let 
us exhort and encourage one another to do 
our best in living the Christian life. 

 Verse 25 - the negative.  Thus, we are not to 
forsake any of our assemblies 
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 This is what one does when he willfully 
forsakes; this is what he brings upon himself. 

  He sins.  (Verse 26a) 

 "Willfully" - knowingly and deliberately 
going against one's conscience, i.e., 
relatives come and he stays home.  He 
goes golfing, fishing, shopping, sleep in,  
or whatever.  It does not include those 
times when it is no fault of his own. 

 He looses the only sacrifice for sins.  (Verse 
26b)  

 He incurs the wrath of God (verse 27) - 
here is what remains: 
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 What God does to those who willfully forsake: 

 Verse 28 - has to do with capital punishment. 

 Verse 29 - "worse punishment" - worse than 
capital punishment. 

 Why? ---- "Who has trampled the Son of 
God underfoot..." –  

How?  Attendance is part of the will of 
Christ.  

"Counted the blood...a common thing...“ 

 "And insulted the Spirit of grace" - He 
shows contempt for the Holy Spirit who 
delivered the message of grace. 
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 What God does to those who willfully 
forsake: 

 Verse 30 - At the judgment what 
excuse will you give to the Lord? 

 God will take vengeance on the 
disobedient. 

 Verse 31- He falls into His hands. 
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 THERE ARE MANY OTHER SINS THAT ONE 
INVOLVES HIMSELF IN WHEN HE WILFULLY 
FORSAKES. It has the opposite effect--as opposed 
to "Why the faithful child of God attends every 
service." 

 Commands are disobeyed. 

 He fails to grow and develop into a mature 
Christian.  I Pet. 2:2  Thus, he is not as 
strong spiritually as he otherwise would be. 

 He fails to help the church function 
properly. 

 He sets a bad example and has a bad 
influence.  Titus 2:7 

13 



 THERE ARE MANY OTHER SINS THAT ONE 
INVOLVES HIMSELF IN WHEN HE WILFULLY 
FORSAKES.  

 He denies his allegiance that he confessed 
when baptized.  Rom. 10:9 

 He is not holding fast his profession and 
hope.  Heb. 3:6; 4:14; 6:11-12 

 He is not putting Christ and the kingdom 
first.  Luke 9:23; Matt. 6:33 

 He fails in his duties to others. 

 He is not bearing much fruit and ready 
unto every good work.  John 15:8; Titus 3:1 
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 THERE ARE MANY OTHER SINS THAT ONE 
INVOLVES HIMSELF IN WHEN HE WILFULLY 
FORSAKES.  

 He knows to do good but does not do it.  
James 4:17  

 He is not ready, watching and waiting.  
Matt. 24:42; 25:13 

 He is neglecting the salvation of his soul.  
Heb. 2:3 

 HOW MANY MORE REASONS DO WE NEED TO 
SEE WHY WILLFULLY FORSAKING IS SINFUL? 

 JAMES 4:17 – NO SIN IN HEAVEN!!! 
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 I hope these things will cause 
all to vividly see the 
seriousness of willfully 
forsaking the assemblies of the 
saints. 

 A study of this will help in 
those times when there is a 
fine line of decision, e.g., are 
my aches and pains strong 
enough that I would be 
justified in staying home? 
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 The word of God is strong and 
powerful on this subject.  It 
overpowers from two directions. 

 It shows the manifold 
blessings for attending. 

 It reveals the sins that one 
involves himself in when he 
willfully forsakes. 

 Brethren, let us attend every 
service that is humanly possible. 
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WHAT IS MISSING ? 

 

 The “CH_ _ CH” 

 “UR” 
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