


• There is much confusion with regards to the Bible 
– and even more confusion with regards to how 
to read and study the Bible. 

– Peter referred to those who used some of 
Paul's writings to their own destruction. 

– He said, "as also in all his epistles, speaking in 
them of these things, in which are some things 
hard to understand, which those {who are} 
untaught and unstable twist to their own 
destruction, as {they do} also the rest of the 
Scriptures." (2Peter 3:16).    

• Thus, the scripture must therefore 
be properly divided and understood. 
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• When one studies the Bible it should be 
kept in mind who is speaking, to whom he 
is speaking, in what dispensation of time 
he is speaking and for what purpose.  

• It must be kept in mind that while the 
Scripture is the Word of God, it also 
contains in record conversations and 
histories of events, the words of others 
beside God, Christ and the Holy Spirit or 
inspired men.    

• While the Word was written by inspired 
men, it quotes, even the words of the Devil, 
or of evil misguided or misinformed men.    

• Know something of what precedes and 
what follows that you may use it with the 
insight of the context.  
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• THE BIBLE CAN BE UNDERSTOOD 
•  If the Bible could not be understood it would be 

worthless to us.    
• Some have taught that the average person cannot 

understand the Bible, but this is a contradiction of the 
Bible itself.    

• Many passages indicate that we can understand the 
Scriptures.   
– For instance, "Therefore do not be unwise, but 

understand what the will of the Lord {is}." 
Ephesians 5:17.    

• After all, why would God write a message to men that 
they could not understand and tell them in that 
message what He is required of them?    

• Why would Paul exhort Timothy to read and study if 
he could not understand?   
– He said, "Be diligent to present yourself approved 

to God, a worker who does not need to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth." 
2Timothy 2:15 
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• Can We Understand The Bible Alike? 
• Jesus desires that we understand it 

alike?     
– John 17:20-21 

•  The apostles commanded us to see it 
alike. 
– Eph. 5:17; I Cor. 1:10; Eph. 4:2-6 

• We must accept God's standard of 
authority.     
– Jer. 10:23; Prov. 16:25 ;  II Tim. 3:16-17; I 

Cor. 4:6; I Pet. 4:11; John 12:48 

• Consequences of going beyond God's 
standard. 
– II John 9; Matt. 7:21-23; 15:9,13  
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We Can Understand The Bible Alike 
• God spoke from the burning bush - Ex. 3:3-5 

– Question: What kind of bush was it?  Rose, Azalea, China-
berry? 

– Application: The name "Christian" - Acts 11:26; I Pet. 4:16 

• Nicodemus came to Jesus by night - John 3:1-2 

– Question: Why come by night?  Was afraid, had to work, a 
convenient time?  

– Application: Action of baptism: Burial - Rom. 6:4; Col. 2:12 

• Jesus wrote on the ground - John 8:3-9 

– Question: What did Jesus write?  The sins, mercy, nothing at 
all? 

– Application: Sing - Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16 ; God has but one 
church - Eph. 4:4; 1:22-23 

• Paul had a thorn in the flesh - II Cor. 12:7-10 

– Question: What was it?  Speech impediment, poor eyesight? 

– Application: Purpose of baptism: forgiveness - Acts 2:38; 
22:16; Obey gospel; added to church - Acts 2:38,41,47  
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• Much error has been taught in the denom-
inational world due to their failure to "rightly 
divide the word of truth" (2 Tim. 2:15).  

– They see little need in distinguishing between 
the old and new Covenants.  

– They are as likely to go to the Old Covenant for 
authority as to the new. 

• We must rightly divide the old from the new and 
that we are to follow the new and not the Old 
Covenant. 

–  We have correctly taught that the New 
Covenant is our only guide and authority 
today.  

– We learn from the Old Covenant (Rom. 15:4,) 
but it is not our guide and authority. We have 
taught this because the Bible clearly teaches it. 
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• One of the basic principles necessary to a 
proper understanding of the Bible is the fact 
that the:  
– O.T. ; Old Covenant ; Law of Moses   

– Including the TEN COMMANDMENTS ,are no longer 
binding upon man today. 

• Scripture has clearly shown that this is a true 
statement. 
– Gal. 3:23-25 ..."But now faith hath come we are..“ 

– Gal. 4:4-5 ..."Christ sent to redeem those under” 

– Col. 2:14 .."He has taken it away and nailed it” 

– Rom. 7:4 .."You where made to die to the law..“ 

• These Scriptures clearly show that the Old 
Testament has been done away with and that 
we are now under a different law and a 
different teacher.  
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• To show that scripture has included 
the taking away of the Ten 
commandments these proof texts are 
used. 
– II Cor. 3:6-11. --- The ten commandments 

are the commands that are written upon 
the "tablets of stone". 

– Exodus 34:18 : Deut. 4:13 : 10:4. 
• The commandments of Exodus 20 and Deut. 5 

are the commands which are spoken of in II Cor. 
3:6-11. 

• One can clearly see why it is forbidden 
to turn to the Old Testament as our 
authority in this day and time. 
– Gal. 5:1-4 :  Col. 2:16-17. 
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• Rather the Christian is to be governed and 
guided by the New Testament which has 
supplanted the Old Testament...Heb. 9:14-17. 
– This raises two very important questions: 
– Is the Old Testament without value to us 

today? 
• Answer NO! cf Romans 15:4 ; I Cor. 

10:11. 
– Are the principles set forth in the Ten 

commandments no longer binding? 
• It is our intention to study and examine 

these basic principles that God has set forth 
for mankind. 
– A study and application will make the 

earth a Better Place to Live in , The church 
a LIVING FORCE FOR GOOD , and the HOPE 
OF HEAVEN A REALITY. 
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• New Covenant promised: "Because finding fault 
with them, He says: 'behold, the days are 
coming,' says the Lord, `when I will make a New 
Covenant with the house of Israel and with the 
house of Judah.'" (Heb. 8:8).  
– The Covenant would be new. The Greek word 

translated "new," according to Vine, "denotes 
new, of that which is unaccustomed or unused, 
not new in time, recent, but new as to form or 
quality, of different nature from what is 
contrasted as old. The New Covenant is a 
different form, quality and nature from the 
old" (Vine's, p. 109). 

• Its different nature is seen in 2 Cor. 3:6 where it 
is contrasted with the New Covenant.  
– "Who also made us sufficient as ministers of 

the new Covenant, not of the letter but of the 
Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives 
life" (2 Cor. 3:6). 
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• Christ is the mediator of the New 
Covenant not the old:  

– "...To Jesus the Mediator of the New 
Covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling 
that speaks better things than that of 
Abel" (Heb. 12:24).  

– A different Greek term for "new" is used in 
this passage.  

– Vine explains, "The New Covenant in Heb. 
12:24 is new (neos) compared with the 
Mosaic, nearly fifteen hundred years 
before; it is new (kainos) compared with 
the Mosaic, which is old in character, 
ineffective, 8:8, 13; 9:15" (ibid, p. 110). 
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• A New Covenant was needed because the 
old was faulty:  

– "For if that first Covenant had been 
faultless, then no place would have 
been sought for a second" (Heb. 8:7).  

– The old was faulty because it contained 
no real provision for the forgiveness of 
sin (righteous people who lived during 
the Old Testament were saved looking 
forward to the blood of Christ).  

– Under the new, sins are remembered 
no more. 
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• Christ came to take away the old to 
establish the new:  

– "'Behold, I have come to do Your will, O 
God.' He takes away the first that He 
may establish the second. By that will 
we have been sanctified through the 
offering of the body of Jesus Christ 
once for all " (Heb. 10:9-10).  

– How much plainer could He have been? 

•  "He takes away the first that He may 
establish the second" is as clear as 
any statement found in the 
scriptures!  

• Certainly no one can misunderstand! 
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• Old was to be cast out: Paul uses an allegory to 
show the difference between the old and new.  

– "Tell me, you who desire to be under the 
law, do you not hear the law? For it is 
written that Abraham had two sons: the one 
by a bondwoman, the other by a freewoman. 
But he who was of the bondwoman was born 
according to the flesh, and he of the 
freewoman through promise, which things 
are symbolic. For these are the two 
Covenants: the one from Mount Sinai which 
gives birth to bondage, which is Hagar, for 
this Haggar is Mount Sinai in Arabia, and 
corresponds to Jerusalem which now is, and 
is in bondage with her children, but the 
Jerusalem above is free, which is the mother 
of us all.  
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• For it is written: 
• 'Rejoice, O barren, You who do not bear! 

Break forth and shout, 
You who are not in labor! 

 For the desolate has many more children 
Than she who has a husband." 

• Now we, brethren, as Isaac was, are 
children of promise. But, as he who was 
born according to the flesh then persecuted 
him who was born according to the Spirit, 
even so it is now. Nevertheless what does 
the Scripture say? 'Cast out the 
bondwoman and her son, for the son of the 
bondwoman shall not be heir with the son 
of the freewoman.' So then, brethren, we 
are not children of the bondwoman but of 
the free'" (Gal. 4:21-31). 
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• Old nailed to the cross: 

– "Having wiped out the handwriting of 
requirements that was against us, which was 
contrary to us. And He has taken it out of the 
way, having nailed it to the cross" (Col. 2:14).  

– The "handwriting of requirements that was 
against us" refers to the Old Covenant.  

• It was against them because it was a system of 
bondage.  

– Peter said during the discussion concerning 
circumcision at Jerusalem, "Now therefore, 
why do you test God by putting a yoke on the 
neck of the disciples which neither our fathers 
nor we were able to bear?" (Acts 15:10).  

– The Old Covenant was given to the nation of 
Israel to show them that they could not save 
themselves; they needed a Savior. 
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• Paul said that it was "wiped out": 
– Vine gives the following definition, "from 

ek, out, used intensively, and aleipho, to 
wipe, signifies to wash, or to smear 
completely. Hence, metaphorically, in the 
sense of removal, to wipe away, wipe off, 
obliterate; Acts 3:19, of sins; Col. 2:14, of 
writing; Rev. 3:5, of a name in a book; Rev. 
7:17; 21:4, of tears" (ibid, pp. 135, 221). 

– The Old Covenant was taken away when 
Jesus died on the cross so we might have a 
better Covenant,  
• "But now He has obtained a more excellent 

ministry, inasmuch as He is also Mediator of a 
better Covenant, which was established on 
better promises" (Heb. 8:6). 
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• We fall from grace:  
– "You have become estranged from Christ, you who 

attempt to be justified by law; you have fallen from 
grace" (Gal. 5:4).  

– Justification cannot be gained from following the 
old.  

– If we depend on it, Paul says emphatically that we 
are not justified! 

• It makes Christ's death vain: 
– "I do not set aside the grace of God; for if 

righteousness comes through the law, then Christ 
died in vain" (Gal. 2:21).  

– People had the Law (Old Covenant) before Christ 
came and died.  

– If the Law could have saved them then Christ 
would not have had to come, be humiliated, 
rejected by men, tried unjustly and die upon the 
cross.  

– To hold to the Old Covenant makes Christ's death 
useless!  
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• We are in spiritual adultery: 
– "Or do you not know, brethren (for I speak to those who 

know the law), that the law has dominion over a man as 
long as he lives? For the woman who has a husband is 
bound by the law to her husband as long as he lives. But 
if her husband dies, she is released from the law of her 
husband. So then if, while her husband lives, she marries 
another man, she will be called an adulteress; but if her 
husband dies, she is free from that law, so that she is no 
adulteress, though she has married another man. 
Therefore, my brethren, you also have become dead to 
the law through the body of Christ, that you may be 
married to another- to Him who was raised from the 
dead, that we should bear fruit to God" (Rom. 7:1-4). 

• Paul uses marriage to illustrate the consequences of trying 
to follow both the old and new law at the same time.  
– He states that when marriage bond is broken by death, 

the wife is free to marry another man, but if her husband 
is still alive, and she remarries then she is an adulteress.  

– Therefore, he says that when Christ died they were freed 
from the old law that they may be married to the new.  
• {Information from Robert Archer, Confusion on the 

Covenants Is The Old Covenant Still Binding?} 



21 

• It is there for our LEARNING --- 
Romans 15:4 

• It is there for our ADMONITION --
- I Corinthians 10:11 

• It is there as a SCHOOLMASTER --
- Galatians 3:23-24 
–Even though the Old Law is of 

great value to us today we must 
not fail to recognize the very 
next verse - Galatians 3:25 

 


