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SECTION ONE :
Class # 1.

FIRST PRINCIPLES CLASS
INTRODUCTION

Matthew 6:33 - "But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all of these things
shall be added to you."

II Timothy 3:16-17 - "All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for training (instruction/discipline) in righteousness, that the man of God may
be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work."  

Points to keep in Mind throughout the class:

1. Do not ever accept my word, anyone's word, or any written material unless you have checked it
against the Bible (Galatians 1:6-9, I John 4:1).  The Bible is God's standard.  This booklet is simply
a tool to help you focus on certain topics and point you to the Bible.

2. Since being in this class is voluntary, I hope that everyone will put in their best effort for preparation
before each class and for participation during each class.

3. If you miss a class, make sure you talk to one of your class mates and get the notes so you can keep
up with the class on your own.  We will not review previous classes.  

4. We will try to have 15 minutes at the end of each class to have a question/answer discussion.  

5. If you have a question do not be afraid to speak up.  If you do not feel comfortable speaking in
class, write your question on a piece of paper and give it to myself and we will make sure it is
discussed in class.  Please remember your questions help us all to learn how to better serve the Master.
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SECTION ONE :
Lesson One  :
CLASS # 1

A NEW LIFE IN CHRIST

Scripture Text: "Therefore, if anyone {is} in Christ, {he is} a new creation; old things have passed
away; behold, all things have become new."    II Corinthians 5:17

INTRODUCTION

    Paul beautifully expressed his devotion to Christ when he wrote, "I have been crucified with
Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the {life} which I now live in the flesh
I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me." [Galatians 2:20].   The
"old" Saul that had persecuted the Church was now Paul who loved the Church.   He said, "Christ
lives in me...".   Now that we are new Creatures in Christ, we will no longer be led by fleshly lusts and
desires, but by the will of God.

"(16) I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh.
(17) For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and these
are contrary to one another, so that you do not do the things that you wish. (18)
But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law. (19) Now the works of
the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, licentiousness,
(20) idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish
ambitions, dissensions, heresies, (21) envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and
the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told {you} in time past, that
those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. (22) But the
fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long suffering, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, (23) gentleness, self control. Against such there is no law. (24) And
those {who are} Christ's have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. (25)
If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit."     [Galatians 5:16-25]

   A new life in Christ begins new relationships.   God is our Father, "(26) For you are all sons of God
through faith in Christ Jesus. (27) For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on
Christ."  [Galatians 3:26-27].   Christ is our Savior, "For the husband is head of the wife, as also
Christ is head of the church; and He is the Savior of the body."  [Ephesians 5:23].   We have
Brothers and Sisters in Christ who strive for the good of each other.   We are the body of Christ, the
Church, " For we are members of His body, of His flesh and of His bones." [Ephesians 5:30]; And
He put all {things} under His feet, and gave Him {to be} head over all {things} to the church, (23)
which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all." [Ephesians 1:22-23].   Paul said, "...(25)
Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for it, (26) that
He might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, (27) that He might present
it to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that it should
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be holy and without blemish. "  [Ephesians 5:25-27].   A new life in Christ means denying ourselves,
"...(12) teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly,
righteously, and godly in the present age, (13) looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing
of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, (14) who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem
us from every lawless deed and purify for Himself {His} own special people, zealous for good
works."  [Titus 2:12-14].

A NEW LIFE IN CHRIST

 B             
A          C
P     I    H
T     N   R
I     T    I
Z    O    S
 E          T 
 D                      

HE IS A NEW
CREATURE

II Corinthians 5:17

"Therefore, if anyone {is}
in Christ, {he is} a new
creation; old things have
passed away; behold, all
things have become new." 

EVERY BLESSING IN
CHRIST

EPHESIANS 1:3

"Blessed {be} the God
and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, who has
blessed us with every
spiritual blessing in the
heavenly {places} in
Christ," 

-- Earthly Provisions
Phil. 4:19
Matt. 6:33

-- Spiritual Protection
John 10:27-29

I Peter 1:5
-- Hope of Eternal Life

Romans 8:24-25
Mark 10:29-30

UNBELIEF
BLESSINGS LOST

Hebrews 3:12
II Peter 2:20-21

I Corinthians 9:27
Matthew 13:18-23

Page 5 of  94



Things To Remember

1. A New Creature - II Cor. 5:17; Rom. 6:4

2. A Babe in Christ - I Pet. 2:2; I Cor. 3:1-2

3. A Critical Period - I Cor. 10:11-13; Heb. 2:1-3

4. The Possibility of Falling - Acts 8:17-24; I John 2:1-2

5. You Have An Influence - II Cor. 3:2; Phil. 2:14-15

6. Christ Is Your Example - I Pet. 2:21; Matt. 10:25

7. Christ Will Give Help - Phil. 4:13; Heb. 12:1-3

QUESTIONS

 1. In your own words explain what is meant by "A New Life in Christ".

 2. Is this terminology, "A New Life in Christ", a scriptural phrase?

 3. Bible Search --- Where is the scripture that tells of a change in the life of one who comes to     
Christ?

 4. Examine the chart above and explain what is meant that "all spiritual Blessings are in Christ".

Page 6 of  94



 5. Does one have to obey Christ in order to have a NEW LIFE?

 6. What do you understand Romans 12:1-2 to say?

 7. How does one transform his mind?

 8. Is it possible for one to come to Christ and not be a New Man?   Explain your answer.

 9. At what point does the New Life in Christ begin?   Scripture please!

10. Why is it so important that the obedient person be changed?

11. Examine I Corinthians 6:9-11 and explain what Paul is saying concerning the change in these    
  lives.

12. In your one words explain how Paul was changed when he came to the knowledge of Christ.

RECOMMENDED SCRIPTURE READING

Ephesians 2:1-10 ; Galatians 1:11-24 ; 5:7-26 ; Philippians 3:1-11 ; I Corinthians 6:9-11
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A NEW LIFE IN CHRIST
A NEW LIFE
REQUIRES A
NEW BIRTH

OLD THINGS NEW THINGS

PASSED AWAY REMAIN

The Begettal

Bringing Forth
I Peter 1:23

Spirit Begets
John 6:63; I Cor. 4:15

Leader. . . . . . . . . . . . . Satan

Works . . . . . . . . . . . .  Evil

Heart . . . . . . . . . . . Impure

Desires . . . . . . . . . . Unholy

Serving . . . . . . . . . . . . Flesh

Leader. . . . . . . . . Christ

Works. . . . . . . . . Good

Heart . . . . . . . . . . Pure

Desires . . . . . . . . . Holy

Serving . . . . . . . . . God

Relationship and Purpose
God the Father of all

Christ Head of the Church

LOCAL
ARRANGEMENTS

Elders. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . To Oversee
Deacons. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . To Serve
Members . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . To Work

BAPTISM BRINGS FORTH
Romans 6:3,4; Galatians 3:27

BORN OF WATER & THE
SPIRIT

John 3:5

ENTER INTO THE KINGDOM
ENTER INTO THE FAMILY
ENTER INTO THE CHURCH

ENTER INTO CHRIST

II Cor. 5:17; Col. 3:1
Col. 3:1; Acts 2:47

WORKS of FLESH
Adultery

Fornication
Uncleanness

Idolatry
Hatred
Wrath
Strife

Envying
Murders

Drunkenness
SUCH - LIKE

Fruits of the

Spirit
Love
Joy

Longsuffering
Gentleness
Goodness

Faith
Meekness

Temperance
AGAINST SUCH

THERE IS NO LAW

PURPOSE

1. Separate from           world.
2. Save Ourselves          thru Obedience.
3. Save others thru        Evangelism.
4. Do the will of the      Father.
5. Glorify God in          Heaven.
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SECTION ONE :
Lesson Two  :
Class # 2

FIRST STEPS IN FAITH

Scripture Text : "Blessed {are} those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall                   
be filled."   Matthew 5:6 
        

INTRODUCTION

   Becoming a Christian might be compared to a first grader starting school.   It is an entirely new world, with new
friends and new responsibilities.   There are many adjustments to make.   There is no turning back, the price of little
or no education is too high, the price must be paid.

   For the new Christian who is not accustomed to going to church services regularly, it will require some changes
in habits, schedules and family activities.   Because of some adults being out of school for many years it will require
some discipline in order to become a student again: reading, studying and learning God's Will for his life.   Jesus
said to His Apostles, "Matthew 28:19 "Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,"   The word disciple means to discipline.  This
means all that goes into bringing us from a carnal, fleshly minded person who did not seek God first, to being a
spiritually minded person who lives righteously and Godly in this present world needs discipline.  "teaching us
that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present
age," Titus 2:12.   It would be a mistake to be concerned about being saved, but fail to see the many changes that
must be made in our lives over a period of time in order that we may live a life pleasing to God.

Just as the child who starts to school will one day become productive in life, babes in Christ are to grow
and become productive for Christ.   Jesus said, "Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out
demons. Freely you have received, freely give." Matthew 10:8.   Since we are physically mature enough to be
productive, there are many things that new Christians can do immediately.   As they grow spiritually, they can do
greater things for the cause of Christ.

FIRST STEPS IN FAITH
MAKE DISCIPLES BAPTIZE TEACH

1. "But without faith {it is} impossible to please         
{Him}, for he who comes to God must believe        
that He is, and {that} He is a rewarder of those      
who diligently seek Him."  Hebrews 11:6              
Without faith we cannot please God.
  

EXAMPLES OF FAITH

1. Abel showed faith in that he did not substitute his   
 opinion for what God said.  cf. Hebrews 11:4
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2. Faith is being sure about the things hoped for and   
 certain about things not seen.  cf. Hebrews 11:1

2. Enoch walked with God 300 years.  By faith he      
pleased God.  cf. Hebrews 11:5 ; Genesis 5:22

3. Faith comes from hearing and studying the Word    
of God.  cf. Romans 10:17

3. Abraham's faith caused him to obey God's           
command to leave his homeland and go where        
God led him.  His faith was tried when God told      
him to offer his only son as a sacrifice. cf.            
Hebrews 11:8-10 ; 17-19.

4. First steps in faith are based upon faith in Jesus      
as the Son of God.  cf. John 8:24

4. The faith of Israel produced obedience to God's     
command to march around the walls of Jericho        
seven days and the walls would fall down.  cf.        
Joshua 6:12-15 ; 16-20 ; Hebrews 11:30

5. This faith led to the new birth - being born of        
water and the spirit. cf. John 3:3-5 ; Mk. 16:16 ;    
Acts 2:38 ; 22:16.

5. Faith must be kept until death. cf. Revelation        
2:10 ; Matthew 10:22 ; II Timothy 4:6-8.

6. When one has been born again, he is a new           
creature and a member of Christ's church. cf.  II Cor.
5:17 ; I Cor. 12:13 ; Eph. 1:22-23.

7. The faith that leads one to obey the gospel must     
be increased. cf. II Peter 1:5-11 ; I Peter 2:2

QUESTIONS

 1. Is Christian growth a duty?   What does Peter say about this? cf. II Peter 3:18

 

 2. What are some of the things that one must put away in order to grow? cf. I Peter 2:1

 3. What spiritual food does one need in order to grow? cf. I Peter 2:2

 4. How can our friends affects our spiritual life? cf. I Corinthians 15:33

 5. What did the new Christians in the Jerusalem church do to grow? cf. Acts 2:42
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 6. What happened to the Hebrew Christians who did not grow? cf. Hebrews 5:11-14

 7. What was one of the problems of the Hebrew Christians? cf. Hebrews 10:24-26

 8. How does spiritual growth cause us to be able to live in a mature manner? cf.  I Corinthians 13:11

 9. Jesus describes four kinds of hearers, which one was pleasing to God. cf. Matthew 13:23

10. When a Christian sins, how does he receive forgiveness. cf. I John 1:9

{Though the Scriptures are supplied for your study please answer all questions in your own words.}

RECOMMENDED SCRIPTURE READING

Acts 8:10-24 ; James 5:16 ; Revelation 2:4-5 ; 3:20
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SECTION TWO :
Lesson Three:
Class # 3

THE BIBLE

Scripture Text: "(16) All Scripture {is} given by inspiration of God, and {is} profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, (17) that the man of God may be complete,
thoroughly equipped for every good work."  (2Timothy 3:16-17) 

INTRODUCTION

The Bible is a library of sixty-six books - thirty-nine in the Old Testament and twenty-seven in the New
Testament.  The Old Testament was written in the Hebrew language, with exception to a few portions in Daniel
where the language is Aramaic, and began with the story of creation approximately 4,000 years before Christ.
{Henceforth referred as B.C.}.   [Some believe that the period before Christ spans a duration of 6,000 - 8,000
years.  It is not our aim to discuss the age of the earth in these studies but rather to give a general overview of the
entire Bible. JC]    The New Testament books were originally written in Koine Greek, which is translated
"common" Greek.   "...the original local languages existing side by side with the Greek.  But at least in the great
cities throughout the Empire, ie. Roman Empire, certainly in the East - the Greek language was everywhere
understood.   Even in Rome itself there was a large Greek-speaking population. (New Testament Greek for Beginners. Machen p.

2)   By the end of the first century (A.D. --- since Christ or After Birth) the New Testament was completed.
The Bible was written by 40 different writers over a period of 1500 years.   Note the chart below.   These

men lived in different periods of history, followed different occupations and labored under different customs,
governments and in different geographical locations.   This was not humanly planned, co-ordinated and achieved. 
 Yet, when put together in one great volume there is harmony and continuity of thought from the beginning to the
end.   This did not accidently occur!  It came from God.

WRITER Approx.Time
Period

Occupation Geographical
Location

Government in
Power

MOSES 1450-1400 B.C. Raised as a Prince
in Pharaoh's Palace

The Sinai
Wilderness

Egyptian

DAVID 1000 B.C. Powerful King Jerusalem Jewish

DANIEL 6th Cent. B.C. Statesman Babylon Babylonians

EZEKIEL 592 - 565 B.C. Priest Judah Babylonians

JEREMIAH 627 - 580 B.C. Son of a Priest Judah Babylonians

AMOS 755 B.C A Herdsman Tekoa - Judah  

MATTHEW 40 -140 A.D. Tax Collector Capernaum Roman

LUKE Acts 60 A.D. Physician Td. Syrian Antioch Roman

PAUL Before 65 A.d Tent Maker Many from Prison Roman
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THE BIBLE

66 BOOKS 40 WRITERS 1500 yrs to Write 4000 Years of History

The Old Testament The New Testament

Law

Genesis
Exodus
Leviticus
Numbers
Deuteronomy

History

Joshua
Judges
Ruth
I Samuel
II Samuel
I Kings
II Kings
I Chronicles
II Chronicles
Ezra
Nehemiah
Esther

Poetry

Job
Psalms
Proverbs
Ecclesiastes
Song of Solomon

Prophets

Isaiah
Jeremiah
Lamentations
Ezekiel
Daniel

Minor
Prophets

Hosea        Nahum
Joel            Habakkuk
Amos        Zephaniah
Obadiah    Haggai
Jonah        Zechariah
Micah        Malachi

Biography

Matthew    Luke
Mark       John

History

Acts of the Apostles

Letters

               Romans Titus
               I Corinthians Philemon
               II Corinthians Hebrews
               Galatians James
               Ephesians I Peter
               Philippians II Peter
               Colossians I John
               I Thessalonians II John
               II Thessalonians     III John
               I Timothy Jude
               II Timothy          

Prophecy

Revelation
                                                        

THE BIBLE IS INSPIRED

Peter wrote, "for prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke {as
they were} moved by the Holy Spirit." 2Peter 1:21.   God spoke in the Old Testament times through
the prophets, but now God speaks through His Son.   "(1) God, who at various times and in different

Page 13 of  94



ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the prophets. (2) has in these last days spoken to us by
{His} Son, whom He has appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the worlds;"
(Hebrews 1:1-2).   Jesus taught, selected and trained certain men to be His Apostles.   He told them that
He would be returning to His Father in Heaven and that He would send the Holy Spirit to guide them. 
 "Acts 1:8 "But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall
be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth."  
After Jesus ascended to Heaven, the Holy Spirit came upon the Apostles.   "(1) Now when the Day of
Pentecost had fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. (2) And suddenly there came a
sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting.
(3) Then there appeared to them divided tongues, as of fire, and {one} sat upon each of them. (4) And
they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them
utterance." (Acts 2:1-4).   While God's will was being revealed to man, the Apostles, along with certain
others whom the Apostles laid their hands on, were able to perform miracles to confirm that which they
were teaching was from God. cf. Mark 16:15-19.   The last period of time began with Christ's death
and resurrection from the grave.   God's full revelation was made to man and the spiritual gifts ceased.
cf. I Corinthians 13:8-13.   Paul wrote that the scripture thoroughly furnishes us unto all good works.
Note. II Timothy 3:16-17 ; cf. Jude 3.   The Old Testament testifies to the events recorded in the New
Testament and the New Testament testifies to the Old Testament.   But there is no reference to future
revelations and dispensations.   God's full revelation to man has been made.   The Bible is the only book
from God.   It contains all that pertains to life and godliness. cf. II Peter 1:3.   Man must not add to
or take away from its contents.  cf. Revelation 22:18-19.

GOD SPEAKS THROUGH THE BIBLE TODAY
God has revealed Himself to us through nature, but His complete revelation is only through the

Bible. See chart # 1.   
Chart # 1.

How The Holy Spirit Works

THE SPIRIT ACTION THE WORD

John 3:5,8 Begets I Pet. 1:23-25

John 6:63 Gives Life Psalm 119:93

Titus 3:5 Saves James 1:21

John 16:8 Convicts Titus 1:9

Rom. 8:16 Testifies John 5:39

Rom. 15:13 Gives Power Heb. 4:12

II Thess. 2:13 Sanctifies John 17:17
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Figure 2 Taken from First Principles of Christianity by Robert Harkrider

I Cor. 6:11 Washes Eph. 5:26

Acts 9:31 Comforts Rom. 15:4

We come to know Him through His creation as Creator, but only through the Bible can we
know Him as Father.  The Bible is the only book that throws light on the past and future eternity, the
realm of the otherwise unknown.  Were it not for this light how great would be the darkness of
ignorance.   The Bible is revelation.   Man longs to know from whence he came, why he is here, the
state in which he is and where he is going.   The Bible, as a revelation from God, tells man who his
Creator is, what God's purpose is for him and what his future will be.  Note the chart that is to follow
this section --- Introduction to the Bible.   Things hidden are brought to light through the revelation
from God.   The obscure is made plain.   Human knowledge cannot do this.   We would be like the
Indian of Old, who expected a happy hunting ground beyond the grave, if it were not for the knowledge
gained in the Bible.   God's revelation of himself has been gradual.   The Patriarchal Age has been called
the "Starlight Age", the Mosaical Age: The "Moonlight Age", and the Christian Age: The "Sunlight
Age".

  Things that were obscure to those before us have now been made plain.   The Bible is Truth.   Jesus
said, "John 17:17 "Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth." and John 8:32 "And you
shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free."   Therefore, the word of God must be
recognized as the only source of authority in matters of religion. See chart # 2. 
 

 What If It's Not In The Scriptures?

 1. It is not a good work - II Tim. 3:16-17
 2. It does not pertain to life and godliness - II Pet. 1:3
 3. It causes one to not have God - II John 9
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 4. It is not authorized by Christ - Col. 3:17
 5. It cannot be done by faith - II Cor. 5:7; Rom. 10:17; 14:23
 6. it is going beyond what is written - I Cor. 4:6
 7. It is not as the oracles of God - I Pet. 4:11
 8. It is not according to the pattern - Heb. 8:5
 9. It does not pertain to the seed of the kingdom - Luke 8:11; Matt. 13:18-19
10. It is not of righteousness - Rom. 1:16-17; 10:1-4
11. It is of "no such commandment" - Acts 15:24
12. It is iniquity - Matt. 7:22-23
13. It is of men - Matt. 21:25; 15:9
14. It is not of truth- John 4:24
15. It is another gospel - Gal. 1:6-9
16. It is adding to the Word of God - Rev. 22:18-19; Deut.4:2; Prov. 30:5-6
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INTRODUCTION TO THE BIBLE
IT'S ORIGIN
Inspired  - II Tim. 3:16
Holy Spirit - John 16:13
Holy Men - II Peter 1:21
36 Men - 1500 Years
66 Books Completed 96 A.D.
1200 Languages and Dialects

IT'S PURPOSE
Keeps From Sin - Psalm 119:11
Lights Our Way - Psalm 119:105
Enlightens Us - II Timothy 3:15
Instructs Us - II Timothy 3:16-17
Purifies Us - I Peter 1:22
Frees Us - John 8:32
Saves Us - James 1:21
 

IT'S COMPLETENESS
All Truth - John 16:13
All Things - II Peter 1:3
Whole Counsel - Acts 20:27

IT'S INDESTRUCTIBILITY
Lasts Forever - Matt.24:35,I Peter 1:25

THE BIBLE WARNS
Do Not Add To Nor Subtract From - Deuteronomy 4:2, Proverbs 30:6, Revelations 22:18-19
Do Not Substitute Human Ideas - Mark 7:7-9
Preach and Teach Only God's Word - II Timothy 4:2 and I Peter 4:11
Believe No Other Gospel - Galatians 1:8
His Word Will Judge Us - John 12:48
   

THE BIBLE ANSWERS THREE QUESTIONS
1. Origin of Life - Where Did I Come From?
2. The Purpose of Life - Why Am I Here?
3. After Death, What Then? - Where Am I Going? 
 

THE BIBLE CONTAINS
The Mind Of God
The State of Man
The Way of Salvation
The Happiness of Believers
The Doom of Sinners
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VERSIONS OF THE BIBLE

In recent years many versions of the Bible have appeared on the market.   Paraphrase versions have
proven to be a very profitable commercial enterprise.   Such versions as Good News For Modern Living, Living
Bible, Phillips Translation and others like them, are not safe authoritative translations of the scriptures.   When
a group of scholars work toward translating the Hebrew of the Old Testament into today's English, it is much
more authoritative and reliable than a one man paraphrase version.   Many of these are really perversions of the
scripture.   Some of our best Bible scholars believe that the Revised and American Standard Version are the most
reliable.   The International Version has many flaws in them that are dangerous to the un-educated or ill-
informed.   [For more information on this read the article that follows - JC]

THE NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION AND TOTAL HEREDITARY DEPRAVITY

     Concerning the sin of Adam and Eve in the garden, the Westminster Confession of Faith reads, "By this sin
they fell from their original righteousness and communion with God, and so became dead in sin, and wholly
defiled in all the parts and faculties of soul and body. They being the root of all mankind, the guilt of this sin
was imputed; and the same death in sin, and corrupted nature, conveyed to all their posterity descending from
them by ordinary generation. From this original corruption, whereby we are utterly indisposed, disabled, and
made opposite to all good, and wholly inclined to all evil, do proceed all actual transgressions" (Chapter
VI,paragraphs 2-4). Simply stated, we are told that when Adam and Eve sinned, they became dead in sin, wholly
defiled in all parts and faculties of soul and body, and that this depraved state is passed to every human being
through God's law of procreation.

     The New International Version teaches this same doctrine. In Psalm 51:5 the NIV reads, "Surely I have been
a sinner from birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me." Why was David a sinner from birth? Was
he sinful from the time his mother conceived him? We must reach one of two alternatives: (1) This is what the
Bible teaches, or (2) this is not an accurate translation.

     The Bible, being verbally inspired, cannot contradict Itself. But the NIV's rendering of Psalm 51:5
contradicts Psalm 106:37-38, "Yea, they sacrificed their sons and daughters unto devils, and shed innocent
blood, even the blood of their sons and their daughters, whom they sacrificed unto the idols of Canaan; and
the land was polluted with blood." Notice: (1) If in offering their children as burnt offerings, they were guilty
of shedding "innocent blood," (2) and if Total Hereditary Depravity is true, (3) then how and when did these
children become "innocent"? Remember, every child is supposedly born dead in sin with a corrupted nature,
and saved only if they are one of the elect. This in turn demands a direct operation of the Holy Spirit to call
them. Are we to assume these children had been irresistibly called by the Spirit of God?

     The NIV's rendering of Psalm 51:5 contradicts Ezekiel 18:19-20, " Yet you say, 'Why? should the son not
bear the guilt of the father?' Because the son has done what is lawful and right, and has kept all My statutes,
and done them, he shall surely live. The soul who sins shall die. The son shall not bear the guilt of the father,
nor the father bear the guilt of the son. The righteousness of the righteous shall be upon himself, and the
wickedness of the wicked shall be upon himself." Clearly affirmed is the teaching that each must answer for
his/her OWN sins. But the NIV (Psalm 51:5) has the son bearing the sin of Adam. Which passage is correct,
Psalms 51:5 or Ezekiel 18:19-20? Both cannot be!

     John agrees with Ezekiel that the son will not bear the iniquities of the father, "Whosoever commits sin
transgresses also the law: for sin is the transgression of the law." (1 John 3:4). We must ask: What sin did
David commit prior to his conception in order that he might be sinful from the time of his conception? How can
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this be harmonized with John's inspired affirmation that sin is "transgression of the law"?

     The NIV (Psalm 51:5) contradicts Isaiah's statement that "All we like sheep have gone astray; we have
turned every one to his own way..." (Isaiah 53:6). How could one be born totally depraved and THEN go
astray? According to the NIV, we are born "astray." Isaiah and the NIV do not agree.

     The NIV has Paul, Peter, and John teaching that man has a "sinful nature," The "nature" of man refers to
inherent tendencies, his inborn character, his natural disposition. If it is a "sinful" nature, this simply means
that the tendencies and disposition with which he is born is sinful.

     In Romans eight the Greek word SARX appears fourteen times, and is consistently translated "flesh" by the
King James Version. In verse three we read, "...God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for
sin, condemned sin in the flesh." The NIV reads, "...God did by sending his own son in the likeness of sinful man
to be a sin offering. And so he condemned sin in sinful man." What is meant by "sinful man" is clarified in
subsequent verses.

     Instead of "flesh," the NIV reads "sinful nature" (verse 4), "sinful nature" and "what that sinful nature
desires" (verse 5), "sinful man" (verse 6), "sinful mind" (verse 7), "sinful nature" Verses 8, 9, 13), "sinful
nature" (verse 12).

     The same false doctrine is imposed into the text of Galatians 5:13-24. We find "sinful nature" five times
(verses 13, 15, 17, 19, 24). The same error is found in Romans 7:5, 18; 13:14; I Corinthians 5:5; Ephesians
2:3; and 2 Peter 2:10, with "sinful man" appearing in 1 John 2:16.

     In Colossians 2:11, instead of "...in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of
Christ," the NIV renders it, "...in the putting off of your sinful nature." In verse thirteen, "the uncircumcision
of your flesh," becomes "the uncircumcision of your sinful nature."

Likewise, in 2 Peter 2:18, instead of the false teachers alluring through the "lusts of the flesh," they appeal "to
the lustful desires of sinful human nature."

     Total Hereditary Depravity is absolutely and undeniably false. Man is not born guilty of Adam's sin and
totally depraved! Man is, instead, born with a spirit as free from sin as the One who gave it.
     God formed the spirit in man (Zech. 12:1) which will return to God (Eccl. 12:7). Surely God would not form
a depraved spirit in man. If total depravity is true, then at what point does that spirit become totally depraved
and guilty of sin? Incontrovertibly, there must be a point somewhere between the time God gives the spirit and
birth of the baby that it becomes guilty of sin and totally depraved. 
     The NIV says it is from the time of conception (Psalm 51:5). Therefor, somewhere between the time the spirit
of man is sent from heaven until conception, the NIV would lead us to believe the soul becomes totally depraved.
Who can believe it?
     Why would anyone want to use a version in which this unreasonable doctrine is but one of many false
doctrines blatantly imposed into the text?
     There are many other passages I invite you to consider which show that this doctrine cannot be true. Please
read the following passages and then try to harmonize them with the various tenets of Calvinism: Deut.1:39;
24:16; Isa.7:16; Jer.17:10; Ezek.18:30; 28:15; 33:20; Rom.2:5-6; 3:12; 5:12; 9:11; 14:12; and 1 Peter 1:17.

We suggest that you purchase a reliable version of the Bible, a Bible dictionary and a concordance.   A
complete set of Bible commentaries should eventually be part of every library.   However, as was said in our
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introductory lesson no man's word ought to be accepted until it is first checked and rechecked against the Word
of God.

[Concerning the selection of a Bible, let me just state that selecting a bible is an individual responsibility. 
 No fellowship is broken by the one who approves the NIV or the Good News Version, however, one must
realize that in each of the versions there are certain errors to be found since not one of the versions was produced
by inspiration.   It is advised that you look carefully to see whether the Bible you have changes or alters the
Gospel Plan of Salvation, the basic teaching of the entire Bible or any doctrinal principles that are necessary for
one to attain his crown in Heaven.   Should you discover errors in any of these fields I would suggest that a more
trustworthy Bible is obtained.

 

QUESTIONS

 1. How does study of the Bible enable one to be approved of God?  cf. II Timothy 2:15

 2. Can a man trust in himself for direction?  cf. Jeremiah 10:23   Explain!

 3. What may happen to those who do not love the Truth?  cf. II Thessalonians 2:10-11

 4. How can one be a hearer of the Word, yet be deceived?  cf. James 1:22-24

 5. What five things do we receive from the inspired Word? cf. II Timothy 3:16-17

 6. What two kinds of spiritual food do we read about in the Bible?  cf. I Peter 2:1-2 ; Hebrews 5:12-14

 7. How does the Word of God light man's pathway? cf. Psalm 119:105

 8. How can Bible study help to keep us from falling?  cf. Ephesians 4:14 ; I Peter 1:5-11

 9. How can we know the things that we will face at judgment? cf. Revelation 20:12 ; John 12:48

10. How does Bible study help us to do God's work? cf. Mark 16:15 ; Philippians 1:16 ; I Peter 3:15
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11. Are all versions acceptable to study from?  Explain your answer.

12. What does the term "dispensation" mean?

13. What does the term "revelation" mean?

14. What three questions does the Bible answer for man.   Can you find the O.T. Scripture that      sums up in
two short verses the duty and destiny of man?

Page 21 of  94



SECTION TWO :
Lesson # 4 :
Class  # 4 :

HOW TO READ THE BIBLE

Scripture Text : "Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth."  2Timothy 2:15 

INTRODUCTION

Much of the confusion and division among religious people today can be traced to a failure to properly
divide the scripture.   Peter referred to those who used some of Paul's writings to their own destruction.  He said,
"as also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things, in which are some things hard to understand, which
those {who are} untaught and unstable twist to their own destruction, as {they do} also the rest of the
Scriptures." (2Peter 3:16).   The scripture must therefore be properly divided and understood.

When one studies the Bible it should be kept in mind who is speaking, to whom he is speaking, in what
dispensation of time he is speaking and for what purpose.   It must be kept in mind that while the Scripture is the
Word of God, it also contains in record conversations and histories of events, the words of others beside God,
Christ and the Holy Spirit or inspired men.   While the Word was written by inspired men, it quotes, even the
words of the Devil, or of evil misguided or misinformed men.   Know something of what precedes and what
follows that you may use it with the insight of the context.   God's law and pardon for an erring Christian is not
the same as for one who has not yet obeyed the Gospel.

Each Scripture should be interpreted in the light of other Scripture.   Let the plain passages explain the
obscure ones.

THE BIBLE CAN BE UNDERSTOOD

If the Bible could not be understood it would be worthless to us.   Some have taught that the average
person cannot understand the Bible, but this is a contradiction of the Bible itself.   Many passages indicate that
we can understand the Scriptures.  For instance, "Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of
the Lord {is}." Ephesians 5:17.   After all, why would God write a message to men that they could not
understand and tell them in that message what He is required of them?   Why would Paul exhort Timothy to read
and study if he could not understand?  He said, "Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who
does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth." 2Timothy 2:15

Can We Understand The Bible Alike?

1. Jesus desires that we understand it alike?    John 17:20-21

2. The apostles commanded us to see it alike.    Eph. 5:17; I Cor. 1:10; Eph. 4:2-6
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3. We must accept God's standard of authority.    Jer. 10:23; Prov. 16:25 ;  II Tim. 3:16-17; I Cor.

4:6; I Pet. 4:11; John 12:48

4. Consequences of going beyond God's standard:    II John 9; Matt. 7:21-23; 15:9,13

We Can Understand The Bible Alike

1. God spoke from the burning bush - Ex. 3:3-5

Question: What kind of bush was it?  Rose, Azalea, China-berry?
Application: The name "Christian" - Acts 11:26; I Pet. 4:16

2. Nicodemus came to Jesus by night - John 3:1-2

Question: Why come by night?  Was afraid, had to work, a                          
     convenient time? 
Application: Action of baptism: Burial - Rom. 6:4; Col. 2:12

3. Jesus wrote on the ground - John 8:3-9

Question: What did Jesus write?  The sins, mercy, nothing at all?
Application: Sing - Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16

                             God has but one church - Eph. 4:4; 1:22-23

4. Paul had a thorn in the flesh - II Cor. 12:7-10

Question: What was it?  Speech impediment, poor eyesight?
Application: Purpose of baptism: forgiveness - Acts 2:38; 22:16

                      Obey gospel; added to church - Acts 2:38,41,47;   

The obvious fact that cannot be overlooked is the fact that it is an absolute essential for us to understand
the Word of God.   in this day of infidelity and skepticism there is no lesson more needed and important than the
one on Understanding the Word of God.   There are those who deny the Bible in its entirety; these men are called
infidels.   There are those who deny any verbal inspiration of the Bible; these are called modernists.   Then there
are those who deny any part of the Bible when it contradicts their denominational creeds.   It is largely in this
segment of the populace that the claims are made concerning the lack of ability to understand the Scriptures.  
However, as we study the Scriptures we will note that the claims it makes for itself are authoritative and
understandable.

DIVISIONS OF THE BIBLE

Next to believing the fact that we can understand the Word of God, is the essential understanding of the
basic differences between the two Covenants/Testaments.   We live today under the New Testament of Jesus
Christ.   Many people understand that all of the Bible is true, believe that all of the Bible applies to us today.  
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Most certainly all of the Bible is True but it is only the New Testament which now applies to us.   As one can
note in the following charts we can see exactly why the New Testament applies to us only today.

UNDERSTANDING THE BIBLE

OLD TESTAMENT

Genesis 1 - Exodus 20

LAW of MOSES

Deut. 5:2-3

NEW TESTAMENT

LAW of Christ AD 33

ORAL - For All Men
Gen. 1 - Exodus 20

WRITTEN - Jews Only
Deut. 5:2-3

Till Cross of Christ
Col. 2:14 ; Heb. 10:9-10

Law of Christ AD 33 - ff
Acts 2 ; I Cor. 9:21

Heb. 9:16-22
II John 9

LAWS OF ENGLAND
(Until 1776)

ARTICLES OF
CONFEDERATION

(1781-1789)

CONSTITUTION
of the U.S.

(Since 1789 - ff)

The American colonists lived under the Laws of England until 1776, under the Articles of Confederation
from 1781-1789, and under the Constitution of the United States since 1789.  So likewise, God has had three
different laws for the three distinct periods of History.  {See charts on the Historical Periods of the Bible on page
# 16}.   Thus, today, the New Testament is God's Law or all mankind.

As every book, magazine or lengthy article has its divisions, so is it also true with the Bible.  The sacred
Historians begin at the beginning of Creation.   The end of the Bible brings us to a close with a glimpse of the
future in which we all ought to have a very real interest.   The Scriptures indicate the absolute authority of God
as He worked through the prophets and Apostles.  He has spoken to us by the Word which was written to
instruct us into a life of service and obedience, and eventually to have an entrance into Heaven granted unto us. 
 The Bible is divided into about eight major divisions.  Each one of these stands out very clearly and has a special
purpose.  Let us now note these divisions and we will see that the Bible is easier to understand by recognizing
them.

HOW TO READ THE BIBLE
OLD TESTAMENT NEW TESTAMENT

LAW Creation, Noah, Ark
To Israel
Ten Commandments

BIOGRAPHY Life of Christ
Work, Purpose, Death
Burial, Resurrection

HISTORY Of Israel
Kings, Judges
Rise, Fall, Captivity

HISTORY Beginning of Church
Conversions
Spread of the Church

POETRY General
Psalms
Solomon's Proverbs

INSTRUCTION Church Organization
Christian Conduct
True Doctrine
To All Christians
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PROPHETS Future Foretold
Revelation of God's
Word

PROPHECY Past. Present, Future
Revelation
Symbolic Language

MINOR

PROPHETS

Guides to God's People

THE TWO COVENANTS CONTRASTED

This simple table listed below will help us in seeing that the two covenants are not the same and therefore
both cannot be in force at the same time.

OLD COVENANT NEW COVENANT

1. Founded on the BLOOD of bulls and      
goats.

1. Founded on the BLOOD of Christ.

2. Men who had sin themselves, were          
mediators of the Old Covenant.

2. Christ the sinless Son of God, is the         Christian's
Mediator.

3. Humanity for the High Priest. 3. Christ the Son of God is our High           Priest.

4. Imperfect Covenant. 4. Better Covenant built on Better              Promises.  
It is perfect.

5. Moses the giver of the Old Law, God      
the author.

5. Christ the giver of the New Covenant,      God the
author.

   In II John 9 we are told to abide in the doctrine of Christ.   The doctrine of Christ excludes such
practices of the Old Law as (1) Animal Sacrifices, (2) the burning of incense, (3) going up to
Jerusalem to worship, (4) circumcision as a sign of our covenant relationship with God, (5)
keeping the Sabbath as a day of worship and (6) keeping feast days and new moons.

Note the Old Law was done away with when the New Law was established.

"THE LAW"..............Done Away............."IN CHRIST" 

Law For Jews. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Gospel For All
Deut. 5:2-3; In a sense God had respect, Ex. 2:24-25 Mark 16:15-16; no respect, Acts 10:33-34

Moses Law Giver. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jesus Grace Giver
Acts 7:38; Called "Moses' law" Heb. 10:28 John 1:17 - A system of grace -
Was a system of Law - but grace was involved but law is involved

Children By Natural Law. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Children By Faith
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They were born into & taught later Gal. 3:26-27; John 3:5; Heb. 8:11

No Actual Forgiveness. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Complete Forgiveness
Heb. 10:1-3; They had forgiveness only in prospect Heb. 8:12; Eph. 1:7
Heb. 9:15; 12:23

Kept Under Law. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . No Longer Under
"Shut up" Gal. 3:23; "under a curse" Gal. 3:10 Gal. 3:24-25; "redeemed us from" Gal. 3:11-13; 2:16

Sabbath And Meats. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sin To Bind These
Deut. 5:14-15; Lev. 7:23; Lev. 11 made certain distinctions Col. 2:14-16; I Tim. 4:1-4

Animal Sacrifice.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sacrifice Of Christ
Heb. 9:18-20; 10:4 Heb. 9:12-14; I Cor. 5:7

Tables Of Law Glorious. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Yet Done Away
II Cor. 3:7 II Cor. 3:11

Tables Of Covenant. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Covenant Taken Away
Deut. 4:13: 9:9-11 Heb. 8:6-13; 10:9

Separated Israel. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Wall Torn Down
I Kings 8:9 - Gentiles left out of covenant Eph. 2:11-16

Writing Of God. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Handwriting Blotted Out
Exodus 32:15-16 Col. 2:14

A Schoolmaster. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Until Christ Came
Gal. 3:24 Gal. 3:19,25

As A Husband. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Who Died
Rom. 7:1-4 Rom. 7:1-4

PURPOSE OF THE OLD TESTAMENT

If we did not have the Old Testament we would not know how the worlds came to exist, the origin of
man, the beginning of sin or why good and evil exist in the world.   But in Romans 15:4  we find this recorded
for us, "For whatever things were written before were written for our learning, that we through the patience and
comfort of the Scriptures might have hope."   There are many examples in the Old Testament, both good and
evil, that are warnings to us.   They show us the attitude of God toward sin.   All through the Old Testament the
writers point in various ways to the coming of Christ and His Kingdom/Church.
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Figure 3   Information by James P. Needham

After telling about the deliverance of Israel from Egyptian bondage and about their great sins against God,
and about their punishment, Paul says, "Now these things became our examples, to the intent that we should not
lust after evil things as they also lusted."  1Corinthians 10:6.   The 11th. verse says,"Now all these things
happened to them as examples, and they were written for our admonition, on whom the ends of the ages have
come." 
 

DIVISIONS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT
(See Chart page # 13 for books in sub-division)

The first five books of the Bible are usually called the Law.   The book of Genesis comes to a close with
the children of Israel in Egypt.   Moses was appointed their leader, and under him they left Egypt and began their
journey toward Canaan, the land that God had promised to them first through Abraham.   But God gave a law
to Moses for the people of Israel, [Exodus 20].   It was written upon tables of stone and in a book.   This law
was only given to the House of Israel and lasted until Christ fulfilled it, too it out of the way, and gave the Gospel
as the "faith once for all delivered to the saints" Jude 3.   Incidentally, we must remember that Jesus was 
born and died under this law. cf. Galatians 4:4-6 ; Col. 2:14-17.

The next twelve books are of history.   They begin with Joshua and end with Esther.  It was in this period
of time that Israel threw off the rule of God and demanded an King to rule over them as the other nations about
them had.   In 722 B.C. the nation of Israel was taken into captivity by the Assyrians.   And in 606 B.C. Judah
was carried into captivity by the Babylonians.   God had promised to send Christ to the people through the tribe
of Judah, and for that reason He held them together and brought them back to their home land.   Jesus was born
of a woman of this tribe, but today no Jew is able to tell you from which tribe he has come.

The third section is a group of poetic works.   They are Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes and the Song
of Solomon.   The books of Psalms and Proverbs are the best known of these.  David had a lot to say about
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Figure 4 Information By James P. Needham

Christ and His Kingdom in the Psalms.

The fourth section is composed of seventeen books of prophecy.   They begin with Isaiah and end with
Malachi.   These prophets wrote of many things that had to do with social and religious evils of the day.   But
they are much more important to us today because they tell us much about Christ and the New Testament church
that was to be established.   Micah even tells us where the Christ was to be born.   When we read prophecies and
then turn to the Scriptures and find them fulfilled exactly as the prophets has said, we have great faith in God
because of their fulfillment.   Men cannot foretell future events without the help of God.    

THE NEW TESTAMENT
(Refer to Chart on page # 13 for Books in there Sub-Divisions)

The purpose of the entire New Testament is to produce faith in Christ as the Son of God, to teach us how
to become Christians, and to show us how to live so that we will be saved eternally.  The New Testament is also
divided into four major sections.   It also shows us that the Kingdom/Church has been established as was foretold
by prophets of old.  See Figure # 6

 There are four books which are records of the life of Christ.   They are sometimes called the Four
Gospels.   There is one verse that tells us why these books were written.   It is in John 20:30-31, "(30) And truly

Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are not written in this book; (31) BUT
THESE ARE WRITTEN THAT YOU MAY BELIEVE THAT JESUS IS THE CHRIST, {Emphasis
JC} the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name."    As we are well aware of the fact that,
"Faith comes from hearing the Word of God" Romans 10:17, it is essential to recognize that the four Gospels
were written to produce faith in our hearts, ie. the faith in Jesus Christ as the Son of God.
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The second section is Acts.   The book of Acts is as important to us in understanding the New Testament
as the book of Genesis is to the understanding of the whole Bible.   It is in the book of Acts that we find the
coming of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles to guide them in their preaching.   In Acts 2 we have the first Gospel
sermon that was preached after Christ arose from the dead, and the first time that the church is spoken of as
actually being in existence (Acts 2:47).   Then the History of the church of the First Century follows.   Peter is
the chief character in the first part of Acts; Paul is the chief character in the latter half beginning with chapter 13.

The third Section: The church has been established; men and women have been taught how to BECOME
CHRISTIANS.   Then of course, they must learn how to live as Christians.  So the 21 epistles, or letters, that
follow are for that primary purpose.   A letter was written to a congregation or to an individual for a special
purpose.   Some letters are very general and were sent to all the churches.   But in all of them the problems were
dealt with that were prevalent in that day.   In principle we have those same problems with us in every generation
so that the Bible is perfect and complete for its intended purpose.

The last Section, or division, is the Revelation.   It is usually called a book of prophecy.  The main
purpose of Revelation is to show the final victory of the church over the evil forces of this world, and the final
victory of Christ over Satan.   It is certainly intended that we should catch a glimpse of heaven and hell that we
might be encouraged to be faithful to the Lord and be with Him forever in the everlasting Kingdom (II Peter 1:5-
11).

Jesus said, "You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life; and these are they
which testify of Me."  John 5:39.   Paul states that he would not have his brethren to be ignorant.   Then he goes
on telling them what they should know and understand.   We can also understand what the Lord wants us to
know.   Most everyone knows that the Bible is divided into the Old and New Testaments.  

QUESTIONS

 1. What is the greatest book in the world?   Explain why!

 2. Give two names for the Bible found within it.  cf. II Cor. 3:6,14.

 3. Into what two great divisions has the Bible been divided?

 4. How many books are there in the Old Testament?
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 5. How many books in the New Testament?

 6. Into what five groups may the Old Testament be divided?

 7. How many books are there of the Law?  Name them!

 8. How many books are there of History?  Name Them!

 9. Into what four groups may the books of the New Testament be divided?

10. How many books are there in the Biography?  Name Them!

11. How many books are there in the special letters or Epistles?

12. In the Bible, ie. O.T. & N.T., how many books of Revelation or prophecy are there?   These must meet the
criteria of the Book of Revelation!
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13 When did the Church begin?  Prove your answer.

14. What is the most important aspect of Reading the Bible?   Explain!
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SECTION TWO :
Lesson # 5  :
Class  # 5  :

BIBLE STUDY

Introduction:
It is essential that every Christian realize that in order to live a faithful life (a life full of faith), they must

consistently and regularly avail themselves of the vast reservoir of faith (Romans 10:17) and knowledge found
in the Bible.   It is the deed to our inheritance in heaven (Acts 20:32); it is our best insurance against sin (Psa.
119:11 ; I John 2:14); it is the only way that our Heavenly Father will advise and admonish us (Heb. 1:1-2). 
 Make your Bible your daily friend and companion.

Body:
   I.  PROPER ATTITUDE IN APPROACHING BIBLE STUDY --- Ezra 7:10 ; John 7:17

A. Recognize that God is speaking ; be humble and ready to receive instruction.
1. It is a revelation (Catholics and many Protestant believers attitude in effect deny that it is a
complete and perfect revelation, hence the need of creeds or clergy to interpret it).
2. The fact is we can understand the Bible, and understand it alike (see charts on page 22 of our
study) --- cf. Isa. 55:10-11 ; Eph. 3:3-4 ; 5:17.

B. We must have an earnest desire for the Word of God.
1. Notice some of the figures of speech used in the Scriptures in relation with this thought.

a. Hunger and thirst --- Matt 5:6.
b. Cannot live by bread alone --- Matt. 4;4.
c. Tongue shall speak ... --- Psa. 119:172.
d. Romans 1:17 ; Psa. 119:131 ; I Peter 2:2 ect.

2. We must value the Scriptures as being precious --- Psa. 119:12-16.
a. Prov. 23:23 --- "Buy the Truth and Sell it Not"
b. John 8:30 , 31 ; 17:17.
c. John 7:16-17.
d. Romans 3:4 --- "Let God be True"

C. Effort is demanded.   Knowledge of God and the Scriptures does not happen to come upon us, but
it is a diligent effort that we must put forward --- II Tim. 2:15.

1. We understand this in our secular knowledge, ie. High Schools, College or profession --- (Like
any other knowledge Bible knowledge requires effort on the part of the student).
2. Acts 17;11 --- Note these could have been happy to have just taken what was told them to be
the absolute truth, yet they studied to make sure what was being taught them was truth.
3. God's law concerning sowing and reaping --- cf. Gal. 6:7-8 must also be applied to Bible
study.

a. One cannot reap if he will not sow!
b. One cannot grow in knowledge if he will not study! ect.
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D. We must recognize that the New Testament is our ONLY and FINAL authority!
1. It is essential to understand that we need a single standard --- I Cor. 1:10.
2. Let us note some avenues where people turn and look to be authoritative.

a. PARENTS : --- Matt.10:34-38.
b. CREEDS : These cause division --- II Tim. 3:16-17 ; Rom. 16:17.
c. OPINIONS : --- Isa. 55:8-9 ; I Cor. 2:11-13.

1) These two scriptures settles the "I THINK" and "I THINK God THINKS"
arguments).

d. TRADITIONS : --- Col. 2:8 , 20-23.
1) Jesus did not recognize the authority of traditions.

a) Note Christ's Attitude toward Law --- Matt. 5:17-20.
b) Christ's attitude toward tradition --- Mk. 7:1-10 ; Matt. 15:6-9.

2) We need to distinguish between human traditions and apostolic authority ---
II Thess. 2:15 ; I Thess. 2:13.

e. HUMAN WISDOM : --- We have already seen that man's ways are not the same as
God's ways.

1) Jer. 10:23 ; I Cor. 1:21 ; 3:19 ; I Tim. 6:3-4.
2) Clergy, Laity idea in foreign to Scriptures --- John 7:48.

f. CONSCIENCE : --- Acts 23:1 ; I Cor. 4:4.
g. FEELINGS : --- Prov. 16:25 ; 12:15 ; Matt. 7:21-23 ; Acts 26:9

3. Why is the New Testament the ONLY authority, the FINAL word in all religious matters.
a. It is inspired of God --- II Tim. 3:16-17 ; Heb. 1:1-2.
b. It is complete and perfect --- II Peter 1:3 ; James 1:25 ; John 16:13.
c. It was ONCE for all delivered --- Jude 3.

E. We must have moral purity --- James 1:21.
1. Morally impure are less likely to learn and obey the truth of God's Will.   This does not mean
that a sinful man cannot learn the truth, but rather, that one who     has given themselves over to
an abase lifestyle is less likely to want to change and heed the things which condemn his present
lifestyle.
2. God's blessings come upon those with moral purity:

a. "Blessed are the pure in heart"  --- Matt. 5:8.
b. "Blessed are those who hunger and thirst after righteousness: --- Matt. 5:6.
c. Those who will to do God's Will --- John 7:17.

1) There are many who do not want to do God's Will however, they must reap the
rewards of their decision --- II Thess. 2:10- 12.

3. One might become so wicked in his heart that he will fail to see the truth and the error of his
ways.

a. Acts 7:51-53 ; Matt. 13:14-15 (Jews).
b. I Cor. 3:1-4 (Corinthians).
c. What about today?

1) II Cor. 4:3-4.
2) II Tim. 3:1,2,7.
3) II Thess. 2:8-12.
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  II.  METHODS OF BIBLE STUDY

A. Let us first note a few poor methods.
1. Reading from a sense of duty.

a. This method of Bible study will not edify or build up one's faith.  Many times with this
type of Bible study the student's mind tends to wander off on a variety of subjects and
very little is ever absorbed.   
b. Bible study is a voluntary effort.   A true child of God will want to study and will want
to learn more about those things which pertain unto life and godliness.   As has been said
by some --- "I do not know why a Christian will not want to study the Bible."

2. Reading irregularly without any system.   This is by far the most common mistake made by
Christians today.

a. Without a system and without a goal, it seems that Christians only read when they are
in need of help or comfort.

B. Now let us note good methods of Bible study.   REGULAR STUDY is needed.
1. Under the Old Testament regular study was needed.

a. Deut. 6:7.
b. Josh. 1:8.
c. Psa. 1:1-2.

2. Under the Christian dispensation --- New Testament Era there is a need for regular study.   Let
me note here that this is not with reference to our assembling ourselves together, but rather is
with reference to our individual and personal studies away from our meetings.

a. Acts 2:42.
b. Acts 5:42.
c. Acts 17;11.
d. It is needed at every stage of growth.

1) It is "milk" for the babe --- I Peter 2:2.
2) It is "meat" for the mature --- I Cor. 3:1-3.
3) It is solid food --- Heb. 5:11-14.
4) In all of these passages there is emphasized a DAILY NEED.

C. There is a great need for some type of a system.
1. Ex. - Public school books are graduated from the first grade through college levels.   Suppose
all these were given to a first grader at once.
2. Notice this New Testament principle to be followed --- I Cor. 14:40.

D. Here is a few systematic ideas that have worked for some that you might try in your own personal
study of the Scriptures.

1. A Chapter a day.
a. NOTE the advantages of this:

1) It is daily - habit forming.
2) You would read through the entire Bible in three years.
3) It is good for a start.

b. Disadvantages - better for New Testament study than Old Testament.
2. Read through your Bible in a year program.   There are several plans available, just ask!
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a. Advantages of this system:
1) It would require about 3-4 chapters a day.
2) It is easy to keep check on how much you study.

b. Disadvantages: - Plans normally have an overbalance of Old Testament study.
1) Usually take from January thru October in O.T and October thru December for
New Testament Readings.
2) Old Testament has 829 Chapters.
3) New Testament has 259 Chapters.

3. Subject studies --- analytical studies --- done by cross references.
a. Advantages:

1) Good for studying points of doctrine -- ex. Baptism, Faith ect.
2) One would need a good concordance and a good topical Bible.
3) Helps one realize that there are more scriptures on a subject than the few
he/she hears over and over again.

b. Disadvantages: --- it can be more dangerous since we can get passages out of context,
or if certain passages given do not apply to the subject at hand.

4. By History --- (Excellent method of study).
a. We are to rightly divide the Word of God --- II Tim. 2:15.

1) The best way to learn the divisions of the Bible is to learn the history of the
various divisions.

b. Learning history by dispensations:
1) What are they?    Patriarchal ; Mosaic ; Christian.
2) Learn their distinctive worship --- Family Altar , National Altar , the church for
all men.
3) Learn the characteristics of the two laws, and the two lawgivers.

c. Learning by grouping various books together.
1) In the Old Testament --- Law (5) ; History (12) ; Poetry (5) ; Prophetic (17).
2) In the New Testament --- Biography (4) ; History (1) ; How to live (21) ;
Prophetic (1).

d. Learning by periods of Bible History.
 1) Pre-Flood --- from Creation to the Flood.
 2) Post-Flood --- from the flood to the call of Abraham.
 3) Patriarchal --- from the call of Abraham to the Jews going down into Egypt.
 4) Egyptian Bondage --- from the going into Egypt to the Exodus.
 5) Wilderness Wanderings --- from the Exodus to the Crossing of the Jordan.
 6) Conquest of Canaan --- from the crossing to the death of Joshua.
 7) Judges --- from the death of Joshua to the anointing of Saul.
 8) United Kingdom --- from the anointing of Saul to the anointing of Rehoboam.
 9) Divided Kingdom --- from Rehoboam to the fall of Samaria.
10) Judah alone --- from the fall of Samaria to the fall of Jerusalem.
11) Babylonian Captivity --- from the fall of Jerusalem to the return under
Zerubabbel.
12) Restoration --- from the return to the end of the Old Testament.

e. You can study certain characters as well as important events.
6. Learning by studying the leading thought of each New Testament Book.

a. This can be put into practice for each individual chapter to.
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7. Studying by learning the value and limits of Old Testament study.
a. Rom. 15:4 ; I Cor. 10;11.
b. It is the only inspired History of God's people.
c. It is the only adequate introduction to the New Testament.
d. From it we can learn much of the character of God, and therefore become better
acquainted with our Father.
e. It gives us many good examples of faithful people under conditions that are similar to
ours today.
f. We must remember it is not God's law for us today.

1) Heb. 1:1-2 ; Col 2;14 ; Heb. 10:9-10.

QUESTIONS

 1. Why is it essential to the spiritual well being of the Child of God to study?

 2. List four proper attitudes for Bible study.

 3. Why is it important to recognize that effort is needed?   Can you find a New Testament Verse that supports
your argument.

 4. What do we mean by; "the Bible is our Final and Only Authority"?

 5. List seven things which people rely on as being and authority?
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 6. Why is it important that one be morally pure to study the Bible?   Explain!

 7. How do we know that the Bible is able to be digested by every stage of our growth?

 8. Why is there a need for a systematic program to Bible study?

 9. What are the advantages of studying various subjects?

10. Explain how one is able to ascertain that we Can understand the Bible Alike?

11. Why is it best to study the Bible by History than by random choice?

12. Which four books are the books of Biography?
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13. What is the value of Old Testament Study?

14. What is the Limit of Old Testament Study?

Page 38 of  94



SECTION THREE :
Lesson # 6 :
Class # 6  :

AUTHORITY # 1

By this time, the careful student has had impressed upon his mind a deep respect for the Word of God
and has had pointed out the difference in the Old and New Testaments.   This lesson deals with the next great
principle of the Christian system, respect for the Authority of Christ.   The Great Commission, which might be
considered the marching orders for the kingdom, could be no better than the authority by which it was given.  
Thus Jesus said in Matthew 28:18, "Then Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been given
to Me in heaven and on earth."   He understood that if men were to preach His Gospel  He had to have the
necessary authority to give reward to such preaching.   

In the famous 14th. Chapter of John, Jesus declares that faith in Him is as firmly fixed as faith in God. 
 Christ said, "Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me." John 14:1.   It is God's
design, therefore, that Christ ONLY be heard in all matters of religion.   The Hebrew writer declares that we are
of the house of Christ whose house we are if we hold fast.   Hebrews 9:15 teaches that Christ sealed His New
Covenant with His Blood by reason of death and that no man can disannul or add to it, "And for this reason He
is the Mediator of the new covenant, by means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions under the first
covenant, that those who are called may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance."  The great lesson on the
Mount of Transfiguration is the Same.   God here declares that we are to --- "Hear His Son".   

Note The Following Scriptures and see that Christ Alone is To be Heard today:

Scripture Reading: Matthew 17:1-6 : Read carefully and fill in the blanks.

(1) "Now after six days Jesus took __________, __________, and _________ his brother, brought them up on
a high mountain by themselves, 

(2) and was ____________ before them. His face shone like the _____ , and His clothes became as white as the
________.

(3) And behold, ___________ and ____________ appeared to them, talking with __________.

(4) Then ____________ answered and said to Jesus, "Lord, it is good for us to be here; if You  wish, let us make
here __________ __________________: one for You, one for ___________,      and one for ______________." 

(5) While he was _________ _______________, behold, a bright _________ overshadowed them; and
_______________ ____  ____________ came out of the _______, saying, "This is My      _______ ________,
in whom I am ________ ____________. ________ Him!"

(6) And when the _____________  _____________ {it}, they fell on their ________ and were greatly afraid." 
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Note the fact that at this point God intends for ALL BELIEVERS NOW to hear Christ, instead of Moses
who gave the Old Law or Elijah who represents the prophets.

Note that in Matthew 28:18 and Ephesians 1:19-23 Christ has all power.   Since He has ALL that
leaves no authority for anyone else.

"Then Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, 'All _______________ has been given ______ _______ in heaven
and on __________." Matthew 28:18

Ephesians 1:19-23

"(19) and what {is} the _____________ _____________ of His power toward us who __________, according
to the working of His mighty power 

(20) which He worked in Christ when He __________ Him from the dead and __________ {Him} at His right
hand in the heavenly {places},

(21) far above all ________________ and power and might and ____________, and every name that is named,
not only in this _______ but also in that which is to __________.

(22) And He put ________ {things} under ________ ___________, and gave Him {to be} _______ over
______ {things} to the church, 

(23) which is His _________, the ____________ of Him who fills all in all. (Ephesians 1:19-23)

Another important fact to remember here is that Moses and the Law of the Covenant had to make way
for the New Covenant of Jesus Christ.   As we have studied beforehand, it would be impossible for both these
Covenants to be in force at the same time.

In these next two scriptures we can see that Christ is the author of eternal Salvation and finisher of our Faith. 
 Men who look to the Old Testament given under Moses fail to heed these basic commandments which are given
here by the Lord.

Hebrews 5:8-9

"(8) though He was a _______, {yet} He learned _____________ by the things which He suffered.

(9) And having been ______________, He became the ____________ of eternal salvation to _______ who obey
Him," 

Hebrews 12:2

"___________ unto Jesus, the ____________ and _____________ of {our} faith, who for the joy that was set
before Him ____________ the ____________, despising the shame, and has _________ __________ at the
___________ ___________ of the throne of God."

Page 40 of  94



Since Christ has the authority to dictate what must be in the church, we must note that when one becomes
a child of God he is baptized by the authority of Christ.   This is what is meant by "in the name of" ie. by the
authority of.

Acts 2:38

"Then Peter said to them, '____________, and let every one of you be ______________ in the ___________
of Jesus ____________ for the _____________ of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit."

Matthew 28:19

"_________ therefore and make _____________ of all the nations, ______________ them in the ____________
of the Father and of ______ ___________  and of the Holy __________,"

Read Carefully Hebrews 9:11-28 and then fill in the missing blanks:

1) Jesus is to be heard because He ___________________ Himself without ___________     to God.
(Hebrews 9:14).
2) This was accomplished by means of ______________.   And for this cause He became     the
_______________ of the New Covenant. (Hebrews 9:14-15).
3) Where a testament is, the testator must have ______________. (Hebrews 9:16-17).
4) Christ died; therefore, His _______________ is in force today.

The testament of Moses, the Old Testament, is no longer in force because the testament of Christ, the
New Testament, is in force.   There cannot be two laws in force at the same time in the same realm.   

5) A Testament is of no strength while the testator _________________.

While Christ was alive He could dispense with His blessings as He saw fit, as He did with the thief on the
cross, but after the testator dies, His Will or testament is in force and then His blessings must be dispensed
according to it.   That is why the New Testament is our ONLY guide to show us the way of Salvation; it is the
will or Testament of Christ, the Son of God.

6) The New Covenant, therefore, began being in force after the _____________ of the      testator.

Questions to Ponder:

Did the thief on the cross obtain his blessings before or after the New Covenant became effective?   
Please give evidence for your answer!

______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
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______________________________

Based upon your answer, Did the Law that a man must be baptized in order to receive the remission of
his sins apply to the thief on the cross?   Consult these Scriptures: Acts 2:38 ; Matthew 28:18-20 ;
Mark 16:16.   WHY?

______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________

In Galatians 5:1-4, Paul teaches us that men who reject the AUTHORITY OF CHRIST and went back
to the authority of the Law of Moses _______________ from grace.   Explain how this one passage teaches that
one is not a child of God eternally as is taught by the doctrine of PERSEVERANCE of the saints.

______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________

Once again Paul teaches in II Timothy 3:16-17, that the Scriptures will make a man perfect, completely
furnished to every good work.   Hear him: "All Scripture {is} given by inspiration of God, and {is} profitable
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness,(17) that the man of God may be
complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work."   Thus we see that we need no human creeds.   We have
the New Testament and that is ALL that is needed.   Think a minute!   IF a human creed is longer than the New
Testament, it is too long.   IF it is shorter than the New Testament, it is too short.   IF it is different from the New
Testament, it is wrong.   IF it is the Same as the New Testament, it is unnecessary for we already have the Word
of God.

Conclusions which must be drawn and seen in this lesson:
The Only Authority which we must heed in religious matters today is that of Jesus Christ.

WE MUST NOT HEAR :

1. THE LAW OF MOSES.

2. CHURCH MANUALS.

3. CHURCH DISCIPLINES.

4. CATECHISMS of any sort.

5. PRAYER BOOKS, COUNCILS, SYNODS ect., ect.
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WE ARE TO HEAR CHRIST AND HIS NEW

TESTAMENT!   LET US THEN HEAR HIM!
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SECTION THREE :
Lesson # 7 :
Class  # 7 :

AUTHORITY # 2
How To Establish Scriptural Authority

Introduction:
As we have seen in the previous lesson Jesus Christ is the Only authority that we ought to turn to in

matters of religious practices.   A failure to establish, or a wrong attitude toward Divine Authority is the basic
cause of religious division.   Churches have been divided, friends have been alienated and families have been
troubled because some have failed to properly handle the Word of God.   If men today would cultivate the proper
respect for the Bible and seek to use it as God intended, there would be brought to an end the pitiful condition
as witnessed in the world today.

Authority is the right to command or direct and to enforce obedience, or to administer punishment.   To
authorize a thing is to em-power to act, or to direct by authority.   We can understand this when it comes to civil
affairs and their is no misunderstanding when it has to do with local, state and federal governments.

When it comes to Divine Authority, man seems to lose his equilibrium.   He has the idea that every person
has the right to command or direct his own ways and there is really no standard to which he must subscribe.  
As the result of this attitude, man has composed his own creeds, arranged his own worship and designated his
own religious work with a complete disregard for Divine Authority.   After our Lord completed His work upon
this earth, He called His disciples together, before His ascension into heaven, and said, "Then Jesus came and
spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth." (Matthew 28:18).  
Authority rests with Jesus Christ.   He is the only Lawgiver cf. James 4:12.   He is the one and only with the
power or right to legislate.

The inspired Apostle Paul wrote, "And {whatever} you do in word or deed, {do} all in the name of
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him." (Colossians 3:17).   In other words,
whatsoever man does in action and in teaching, let it all be as the Lord has authorized.   To act in the "name of
the Lord Jesus" is to be directed by the Lord, who has the right to command.   Man is not free to teach not to
act by his own wisdom but is limited to the authority of Christ.

As the student closely examines the New Testament he is made aware of the all sufficient instructions of
God as recorded on the pages of that sacred volume.   To young Timothy, the Apostle Paul wrote: "(16) All
Scripture {is} given by inspiration of God, and {is} profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness, (17) that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every
good work." (2Timothy 3:16-17).   Further, one reads in First Corinthians 4:6 "Now these things, brethren,
I have figuratively transferred to myself and Apollos for your sakes, that you may learn in us not to think
beyond what is written, that none of you may be puffed up on behalf of one against the other."   Man
cannot add to the Word of God, neither can he leave off nor make substitution to the inspired instructions and
still be pleasing to the Lord.   Man is bound, by the one with All authority, to live and abide in the doctrine of
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Christ.   And it is so true that the condition of man's acceptance in the sight of God is his living as the Word of
God directs. 

Body:
METHODS OF ESTABLISHING BIBLICAL AUTHORITY.

Divine authority is established and understood in the New Testament scriptures by precept, approved
example and necessary inference.   By precept, I mean a direct statement or a positive command.   By approved
example, I mean the action of an individual or a collectivity of individuals (the local church) under the guidance
of inspired Apostles in the first century.   We examine these activities as approved by the inspired Apostles and
recognize that such activity was authorized by the Lord.   This is an approved example.   A necessary inference
is that which, though neither expressly stated nor specifically ex-emplified, is necessarily implied by the clear
import and meaning of the language used.

To illustrate theses methods of establishing Divine Authority, we turn our attention to the Lord's Supper. 
 By precept Jesus taught, "In the same manner {He} also {took} the cup after supper, saying, "This cup is
the new covenant in My blood. This do, as often as you drink {it}, in remembrance of Me." (1Corinthians
11:25).  When man obeys the command of our Lord, he will observe the supper "in remembrance" of Christ. 
 As one eats the bread and drinks the cup, he is doing what has been commanded by the Lord.

On a journey from Europe to Jerusalem, the Apostle Paul stopped at the city of Troas for several days,
"Now on the first {day} of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread, Paul, ready to
depart the next day, spoke to them and continued his message until midnight." (Acts 20:7).   Here is an
approved example of the disciples coming together on the first day of the week and observing the Lord's Supper. 
 The first day of the week has the approval of the lawgiver, Jesus Christ, as the time for observing the supper in
remembrance of our Lord.   Did you know, that there is no example, precept nor necessary inference authorizing
the observance of the Lord's Supper on any other day?   To observe the Lord's Supper on Thursday or Friday
or any other day than on the Lord's Day is without Divine Authority or Approval.

Necessary inference is illustrated by the Lord's Supper.   In Acts 20:7 we learn the disciples came
together upon the first day of the week to break bread.   The frequency for observing the Lord's Supper is "the
first day of the week."   However, one will reply, "That doesn't say the first day of every week!"   Doesn't it? 
 Let us examine further.

In the Old Testament, (Remember that the Old Testament is not in authority today, however, we are able
to learn from it and see how God expects His people to behave and act), the people of Israel were directed to
"remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy" (Exodus 20:8).   Every person to who the Law of Moses was
directed understood the fourth commandment of the ten to mean "every Sabbath".   And the language is almost
identical with regards to the Lord's Supper.   If the "Sabbath day to keep it holy" meant every Sabbath day,
as regularly as it came, and it did, then the "first day of the week to break bread" means every first day of the
week, as regularly as it comes.   If not, why not?   This is the unavoidable implication of the clear import and
meaning of the language used.   There is no other way of determining how often this memorial Supper is to be
observed.   Study Chart # One before moving on to the next section of our study.

With what we have learned thus far, let us begin to make an application of these principles by noting some
subjects of controversy.   Baptism, for example!   Students of the Bible know the purpose of Scriptural
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baptism.   Jesus commanded, "He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe
will be condemned." (Mark 16:16).   That is easy to understand, isn't it!   Baptism is a command to be obeyed
in order for one to be saved.   On the other hand, when man says that baptism is not essential to one's salvation
but is only an outward sign of an inward grace is denying the authority of Christ.   Our Lord commanded, in
words which cannot be misunderstood,  "He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not
believe will be condemned." (Mark 16:16).

Which Do You Believe?

(A) He that believeth and is saved shall be baptized.
(B) He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved.   
   Mark 16:16 

(A) Baptism is not for remission of sins.
(B) Baptism is for remission of sins.  Acts 2:38

(A) Baptism doth not also now save us.
(B) Baptism doth also now save us.  I Pet. 3:21  

(A) One does not wash away his sins in baptism.
(B) One washes away his sins in baptism.  Acts 22:16

(A) God does not operate in baptism in removing 
     sins.
(B) God operates in baptism in removing sins.           
  Col.2:11-12 

(A) One has the new life before baptism.
(B) One is raised from baptism to the new life.           
 Rom. 6:3-4

(A) One puts on Christ before baptized.
(B) One puts on Christ when he is baptized into         
  Christ.  Gal. 3:26-27

*** Code ***
(A) Represents Mans Way
(B) Represents God's Divine Way
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WHERE IS SCRIPTURAL AUTHORITY                                        COMMAND                        EXAMPLE                   NEC. INFERENCE             PRINCIPLE AUTHORITY
FOR ??? VIOLATED

Elders Overseeing work of only one
church?

  I Peter 5:1-3 I Timothy 3:5  

Ordaining elders in every church Acts 14:23 I Tim. 3:1-7

Disciples Sending to churches in need Acts 11:27-30

Several churches sending to churches in
need.

I Cor. 16:1-4
II Cor. 8:18-24

II Cor. 9:1-2
Rom. 15:25-27

Church or Churches sending directly to
preacher.

Phil. 4:15-16
II Cor. 11:8-9

Partaking of Lord's Supper on 1st. Day Acts 20:7

Frequency to observe Lord's Supper I Cor. 11:26 ; Acts 20:7

Having a church building James 2:2 ; Heb. 10:25

Having Instrumental music ??? ??? ???

Having Prophets Today ??? ??? ??? Acts 8:19 ;
I Cor. 13:8-10

Elders planing work beyond ability ??? ??? ??? II Cor. 8:12

Churches working through one church ??? ??? ??? I Pet. 5:1-3

Churches sending to church not in need ??? ??? ??? II Cor. 8:13-14

Churches and Missionary Organizations ??? ??? ??? Phil. 4:15-18

Churches and Edification Organizations ??? ??? ??? Eph. 4:16

Churches and Benevolent Organizations ??? ??? ??? I Tim. 5:16

Chart # ONE

New Testament examples are binding on the basis of the sum total of what the N.T. teaches on any given example.   If the N.T. gives an example of how something was done,
and there is nothing further revealed, that is precisely what God wants done today also.
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Another good illustration in establishing Divine Authority is in the matter of congregational co-operation
in the New Testament days.    Co-operation is defined by Webster: "Act of co-operating; joint operation;
concurrent effort of labor" (New International Dictionary).   The Bible does not teach joint operation of
congregations, but it does teach concurrent effort of labor of congregations in the work authorized by the Lord.

An approved example of congregational co-operation --- (concurrent effort in labor) is found in Acts
11:27-30.   The church at Antioch sent to several congregations in the province of Judea, sending it to the elders
of those congregations.   Other Scriptures show the Divine Approval of one church sending resources to another
church and such can be found in I Cor. 16:1-4 ; II Cor. 8-9 ; Rom. 15:25-27.   All of these accounts of
congregations co-operating with one another were for benevolent needs.   The receiving congregations were poor
and assistance to relieve the want of the indigent saints among those churches was needed.   So, congregations
with an abundance, sent to another provided the contribution is for the relieving the physical needs of indigent
saints.

It is of interest to mention now that if a congregation launches out in a program of work of evangelism
and the expense connected with this program is far greater than that congregation can pay for and calls upon
other congregations to send funds so that she can accomplish this work is engaged in a program for which there
is no Divine Authority.   Did you know that there is not one verse of Scripture which directs a congregation to
send funds to another congregation for the purpose of preaching the gospel.   That is right, not One!    Study the
charts below and recognize the difference between Scriptural Authority and Unscriptural Authority.  

All authority is either Generic or Specific.   A failure to make a distinction between the two and to
understand clearly the nature of each accounts for much controversy of religious issues.   The word General is
defined by Webster: "Pertaining to, affecting, or applicable to, each and all of the members of a class, kind,
or order; universal within the limits of the reference; as a general law .... Not restrained or limited to a
precise import or application; not specific; not entering into details" (ibid).   The word Specific is defined
by Websters: "Precisely formulated or restricted; specifying; definite, or making definite; explicitly; of an
exact or particular nature; as a specific statement." (ibid).

From the definitions, it is obvious that the difference between general authority and specific authority
is simply this: the general includes each and all of the class, kind or order under consideration except that which
is precisely stated or revealed.   A failure to recognize the inclusive nature of the generic has led some to affirm
that we do many things for which we have no command, approved example or necessary inference.   Some have
the conception that Scriptural authority should be limited to Specific law, completely ignoring General authority. 
Furthermore, a failure to recognize the exclusive nature of the Specific accounts for the digressive activities of
churches.   The digressive attempts to make the Specific authority inclusive instead of exclusive.

Choice is Divinely Authorized when something is necessary to execute the Divine order, when that
something is not specified.   Whatever is used must be a matter of choice and is, therefore a matter of
expediency.   In order for one to expedite or carry out the Divine Law, if the method, manner or arrangement
has not been specified, man then has a choice to employ one or more of the methods or arrangements within the
scope of the general authority.   However, when God has authorized man to act and such authorization is given
by specific direction, there is no choice.   When specific Law is given, every kind, order or class is excluded
except that which has been specifically authorized by the Lord.   General Authority includes.  Specific
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Authority excludes.   We should keep these principles in mind as we seek to learn what God has authorized his
people to do in their service to Him.    Study the chart below to see the difference between General/Generic
Authority and Specific Authority.

SCRIPTURAL AUTHORITY

GENERIC AIDS SPECIFIC ADDITIONS

1. Noah was told to         
 build an Ark.

Tools Necessary To
Prepare the Wood for

building. 

"Gopher Wood"
Genesis 6:14

Oak, Spruce, Gum, Pine
(Another Kind of wood)

2. Lord's Supper

   

Hour of the Day

____________________
Containers

____________________
Place - Building

Lights, Pews, Heat

"First Day"
Acts 20:7

____________________
"Unleavened Bread"
"Fruit of the Vine"

Luke 22:1,18

____________________
"Do this In

Remembrance"
Luke 22:1,18

Monday, Thursday
(Another day of the

week)
____________________

Cookies
Coke

(Other kinds of
Emblems)

____________________
Making a feast
I Cor. 22:20-34

(Another Purpose)

3. Baptism Baptistery, Pool, River Immersion; "Buried"
Romans 6:4; Col. 2:12

Sprinkling, Pouring
(Another Kind of

Action)

4. Make Melody Song Books, Lights "Sing"
Eph. 5:19 ; Col. 3:16

Playing An Instrument
(Another Kind of

Music)

5. Elders Local Business Meeting "Feed The Flock Among 
You" - I Peter 5:2-3

"In Every church" 
Acts 14:23

Councils, Conventions, Sponsoring
Churches

(Another Kind of
Organizational
Arrangement)

Chart Taken From First Principles of Christianity by Robert Harkrider

Let us illustrate the nature of generic and specific authority by turning to some familiar activities in the
Word of God.   To illustrate generic authority, we notice the worship as we sing praise to God.   In Colossians
3:16 , saints of God were instructed to, "Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching
and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts
to the Lord."   To accomplish this command to sing, there is a matter of choice on man's part.   He may
memorize the songs or he may use a hymn book to obey the instruction to sing.   We should be able to see that
within the Divine authority to sing we have a scriptural right to use the song book as an aid to singing.   A
further illustration of this principle can be seen in observing the command for the church to assemble.   In
Hebrews 10:25 ; I Cor. 14:23 and other passages, we understand the Divine Authority for the members of a
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congregation to assemble.   This assembly, of course, necessitates a place to assemble which could be in a private
home, public hall, on the rivers edge or in a building especially constructed for that purpose.  The command to
assemble is generic in nature and the place of assembly is included in that authorization.

Specific Authority must be fully understood if we are to grasp the idea of Divine Authority.   To
illustrate this point we turn our attention to Numbers 19:2 in which God commanded Moses and Aaron, "This
{is} the ordinance of the law which the Lord has commanded, saying: `Speak to the children of Israel,
that they bring you a red heifer without blemish, in which there {is} no defect {and} on which a yoke has
never come."   As we continue to read in that chapter we learn the red heifer was to be used as a sacrifice to
God.   But notice the specific in the command.   God said to bring a red heifer.   Now this command excluded
a goat, pig,sheep,horse and every other color of heifer.   WHY?   It is because God did not leave man with a
choice in this command.   God was Specific!

Conclusion:
In order for a thing to be authorized, there must be either precept, approved example or necessary

inference in the New Testament Scriptures.   If the means of authority is generic, then everything included within
the scope of the thing authorized is permissible.    However, if God has Specified the kind of method of
execution then no substitution or addition is allowed but everything of the same class is excluded.   In such cases,
God has left man with no choice but to respect His stipulations by obeying His Word, or rebel against Divine
Authority by substituting or adding of his own will.

When man endeavors to restrict general authority to one specific, he is guilty of binding where God has
not bound.   On the other hand, when the restriction of specific authority is completely ignored, and man
substitutes another kind in the place of the specified, he is equally guilty before God.   He is loosing where God
has bound.

NOTE WHAT WE HAVE LEARNED THUS FAR:

Is The Bible The Absolute Authority?
1. God has all authority.
    Rom. 3:4; Rev. 19:6

2. God delegated His authority to Christ.
    Matt. 28:18; Eph. 1:20-23; Col. 3:17

3. Jesus delegated His authority to the apostles.
    John 20:21; 13::20; 17:6-8; 16:13-15

4. The apostles gave us the Bible.
    John 20:30-31; Eph. 3:3-4; I Cor. 14:37

5. God tells us that this is all there is.
    Jude 3; II Tim. 3:16-17; Rev. 22:18-19; II John 9-11
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We must accept the Bible as God's only authority.

Secondly:

How Is Bible Authority Established?

Gentiles Lord's Supper Support

1. By Command

    Acts 10:48;

    James 2:11

Acts 15:7;10;20 I Cor. 11:25 I Cor. 9:14

2. By Example

    Phil. 4:9;

    I Cor. 4:16-17

Acts 15:8; 11:15-

18
Acts 20:7 Phil. 4:15-16

3. By Implication

    Acts 8:38;

    Matt. 22:31-32

Acts 15:12 Acts 20:7 I Cor. 16:1-2

Information For this lesson was selected and adapted from the tract How To Establish

Scriptural Authority by Robert L. McDonald.

QUESTIONS

1. What are the three ways of establishing Bible Authority?

2. Define "Generic/General" authority.

3. What is the difference between "aids" and "additions"?
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4. What is the meaning of "Necessary inference"?

5. Why is the use of "instrumental music in worship" sinful?

6. Define "Specific" authority.

7. In your own words explain why Bible Authority is such an important lesson to understand.
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SECTION THREE :
Lesson Eight :
Class Eight  :

AUTHORITY # 3
RESPECTING THE SILENCE OF GOD

There are two basic attitudes toward Bible Authority.   One attitude says that the New Testament was
intended as a Divine pattern or rule book for the church and that we must have Bible Authority for everything
we do in religion.   (Such is the position taken by this author).  The other says that the Scriptures are more of
a general guide for us today and that we can use our own judgment in following or not to follow certain specific
teachings based upon our own needs and circumstances.   This difference can be seen as far back as the early
Reformation period.   The Swiss Reformer Ulrich Zwingli taught that, if the Bible does not tell us to do
something, we ought not to do it.   In contrast, the German reformer Martin Luther held that if the Bible does
not tell us not to do something, then we are at liberty to do it.    The very same difference can be seen amongst
the New Testament churches of Christ of the middle to latter part of the nine-teenth century.   A difference
arose concerning the subjects of the missionary society and the instrumental music issue.   The body of Christ
was split because of the difference each had concerning the respect of God's silence.

The question thus arises, What does the Bible itself have to say about this problem?   We need to lay
aside all that fallible men have said about the silence of the Scriptures, go back to the Bible, and see what it says
about what to do when God says nothing.   The best place I know to turn to is Hebrews 7:11-14. 

"(11) Therefore, if perfection were through the Levitical priesthood (for under it the
people received the law), what further need {was there} that another priest should rise
according to the order of Melchizedek, and not be called according to the order of Aaron?
(12) For the priesthood being changed, of necessity there is also a change of the law. (13)
For He of whom these things are spoken belongs to another tribe, from which no man has
officiated at the altar. (14) For {it is} evident that our Lord arose from Judah, of which
tribe Moses spoke nothing concerning priesthood."    *** Note Chart # 1 ***

WHEN GOD SAYS NOTHING
Hebrews 7:11-14

What God Said This Includes: The Silence of God

Priests From the Tribe of Levi Any of the Descendants of Aaron Reuben
Benjamin
Ephraim

Judah

The Principle Stated 
First, we want to look at what God has said in this Scripture.   Concerning the priesthood, God said that

the priests were to come from the tribe of Levi (vrs. 11).  God named Aaron, a Levite, to be the first High
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Priest (cf. Exodus 4:14 ; 28:1-3).   He and his sons after him were appointed to this office (cf. Ex. 40:12-15). 
The tribe of Levi was appointed over the tabernacle (cf. Num. 1:47-54).   This tribe was to minister to Aaron 
instead of the firstborn from the other ten tribes (cf. Num. 3:6-13).   Aaron's brethren of the tribe of Levi were
to be joined with him in keeping charge of the sanctuary (cf. Num. 18:1-7).   The Levites were separated from
the other tribes to stand before the Lord (cf. Deut. 10:8-9).   They were specifically chosen by God to come
near Him (cf. Deut. 21:5).   God gave them authority to bring incense before Him and offer burnt sacrifices to
Him (cf. Deut 33:8-10).   Thus, any of the descendants of Aaron would be qualified to serve as priests.

God did not say, "Thou shalt not have priests of the tribes of Reuben, Benjamin, Ephraim, Judah,
ect."   But neither did He say that such was permitted.   God was silent on this matter.   Did His silence
authorize or prohibit?   It certainly did not permit Dathan, Abiram, and On, descendants of Reuben, to bring
incense before the Lord (cf. Num. 16:1-35).   King Saul, of Benjamin, was rejected because he offered a burnt
sacrifice (cf. I Sam. 9:1-2 ; 13:8-10).   One of the sins of Jeroboam, king of Israel and a member of the tribe
of Ephraim, was to make priests of people who were not of the sons of Levi (cf. I Kings 12:25-31).   Even in
Judah, when King Uzziah tried to burn incense in the Temple, he was struck with leprosy to show God's
displeasure.   WHY ???   Simply because of the fact that he was not of the tribe of Levi.

As we turn to the New Testament, the same principle holds true.   Even God's own Son, Jesus Christ,
could not hold the position of being a priest while here upon this earth.   "(1) Now {this is} the main point of
the things we are saying: We have such a High Priest, who is seated at the right hand of the throne of the
Majesty in the heavens, (2) a Minister of the sanctuary and of the true tabernacle which the Lord erected, and
not man. (3) For every high priest is appointed to offer both gifts and sacrifices. Therefore {it is} necessary
that this One also have something to offer. (4) For if He were on earth, He would not be a priest, since there
are priests who offer the gifts according to the law;" (Hebrews 8:1-4).   WHY ???    Again, it was because
He was of the tribe of Judah, "Of which tribe Moses spoke nothing concerning the priesthood."    God did not
have to say, "Thou shalt not....." and then name every other tribe of the children of Israel.   When God specified
one tribe, Levi, He automatically forbade/excluded all others.

The Principle Repeated

Before we go on, we want to look at a few passages of Scripture where this principle is repeated.   From
a positive standpoint, all we do is to be done in the name of Christ Jesus.   "And {whatever} you do in word
or deed, {do} all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him."
(Colossians 3:17).   To act "in the name of" someone means to act by his authority.   An ambassador who goes
to another country "in the name of" the President of the United States is authorized only to do those things
which the President actually instructs him to do.   Also, we are to speak only as the oracle of God.  "If anyone
speaks, {let him speak} as the oracles of God. If anyone ministers, {let him do it} as with the ability
which God supplies, that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belong the
glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen." (1Peter 4:11).   This verse is the basis for the saying,
"Where the Bible speaks, we speak; and where the Bible is silent, we are silent."    Only in this way can God
truly be glorified.

From a negative standpoint, the Bible tells us not to go beyond the things that are written.   "Now these
things, brethren, I have in a figure transferred to myself and Apollos for your sakes; that in us ye might
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learn not {to go} beyond the things which are written; that no one of you be puffed up for the one
against the other." (1Corinthians 4:6, ASV)   Also we are told that the one who transgresses and does not
abide in the doctrine of Christ does not have God.   "Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the
doctrine of Christ does not have God. He who abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and
the Son. If anyone comes to you and does not bring this doctrine, do not receive him into your house
nor greet him; for he who greets him shares in his evil deeds. " (2John 1:9-11).   Furthermore, the latter
passage commands us not to have fellowship with nor give our approval to one who has gone beyond the
doctrine of Christ.

In fact, Jesus condemned those who work lawlessness.   "(21) "Not everyone who says to Me, ̀ Lord,
Lord,' shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven. (22) "Many
will say to Me in that day, ̀ Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your
name, and done many wonders in Your name?' (23) "And then I will declare to them, `I never knew
you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!'" (Matthew 7:21-23).   The word "lawlessness" (KJV,
"Iniquity") is defined in the original language by C.L. Wilibald Grimm (translated by J.H. Thayer) as, "prop.
the condition of one without law - either because ignorant of it, or because violating it."   It describes one who
is acting without authority.    Those who operate without the express approval of Jesus are guilty of lawlessness
or iniquity.   Thus we can see that only what can be proven to be the Will of the Father in Heaven is authorized.

The Principle Applied

Let us look at some examples of the application of this principle.   First, we shall notice how it applies
to specific authority.   God has said that we are to eat the Lord's Supper.   In addition, He has said specifically
that we are to use bread and fruit of the vine cf. Matt 26:26-29.   God was silent about the using other
elements, such as hamburgers and sodas.   Does this silence authorize or prohibit?   There is no command,
"Thou shalt not use hamburgers and sodas on the Lord's table."   If the position that when God's Word does
not specifically condemn an action it is permitted be true, does that mean that it is all right for us to have
hamburgers and sodas in the Lord's Supper?   And, if we decide not to, but other folks do, can we be united
with them  and bid them godspeed?

WHAT GOD SAID THIS SPECIFIED: SILENCE:

Eat The Lord's Supper
(Matthew 26:26-29)

Bread and Fruit of the Vine Hamburgers and Sodas

Baptism Essential
(Acts 2:38)

Immersion
(Romans 6:3-4)

Sprinkling
Pouring

Music in Worship
of the Church

Singing
(Eph. 5:19 ; Col. 3:16)

Instrumental
Music

Christ has said that baptism is essential for the remission of sins (Acts 2:38 ; Mk. 16:16).   Moreover,
He has specifically said that the action of Baptism involves a burial or an immersion (Romans 6:3-4).   His
Word is silent concerning any other action such as sprinkling and pouring.   Does His silence prohibit or
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authorize?   We have no command, "Thou shalt not practice sprinkling and pouring for baptism."   If the view
is true that whatever is not  prohibited is permitted, may we be allowed to substitute sprinkling or pouring for
immersion?   Or, if we choose not to do so but other people do, must we refrain from condemning them
because "the bible does not say not to"?   The same principle applies to the subject of instrumental music in
congregational worship.   Let us note a few objections that are raised to promote the idea that instrumental
music is as much authorized by the scriptures as is the use of song books and church buildings.

It is also affirmed that the New Testament is as silent of instrumental music as it is on church buildings,
song books, and collection baskets.   These are expedients, therefore instrumental music can be classified as
an expedient and is thereby justified.   The argument runs, "since the Bible is silent about all these things, we
may choose to use nor not to use any of them."   The problem here is one of equivocation as to what is meant
by "silent".   We must understand the difference between generic and specific authority.   If God had merely
told us to "make music," the choice of what kind would be left up to our discretion.   But the Bible specified
"singing".   That is what God said.   To add another kind of music (whether in congregational or individual
worship) is an area where God has not spoken.   Thus, we need to examine how the principle applies to generic
authority.

WHAT GOD SAID: THIS INCLUDES: SILENCE:

Assemble For Worship
(Heb. 10:24-25)

Church Buildings
Pews, Lights, ect.

Kitchens
Gymnasiums

Sing in Worship
(Eph. 5:19 ; Col. 3:16)

Song Books
Pitch Pipe

Instrumental
Music

Giving on the 1st. Day
of the Week

Collection
Baskets, or Boxes

Selling Goods
Weekday Collections

   

God says to assemble for worship (Hebrews 10:24-25).   However, He has said nothing specifically
as to a required place, ie. upper room, stadium ect.   (Actually, such a place is loosed for us in John 4:21-24). 
 A church building, with pews, lights, heat ect., is simply an expedient way of carrying out a generic command. 
When we have a building, lights and pews, we are still assembling for worship.   However, the Bible is silent
about churches building kitchens and gymnasiums for the recreational activities of its members.   Such is
unauthorized since we do not have any command, even generically, to assemble for recreation or entertainment. 
Thus, there can be no expedient way to do such.

God says for us to sing in worship (Ephesians 5:19 ; Colossians 3:16).   But, He has said nothing as
to the specifics of how to read the words or obtain the pitch, two necessary elements of singing.   Song books
are an expedient way to obeying a generic command and does not add another kind of music.   We are not
singing and "booking."   We are merely reading the words to facilitate our singing.   Nor does a pitch pipe add
another kind of music.   It merely gives the pitch which enables us to sing.   However, the Bible is silent about
instrumental music, and the use of a mechanical instrument does add a different kind of music to our worship. 
It is no longer just "singing" but "singing and playing".   It is not an expedient to singing.
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The same principle applies to the collection of the saints on the first day of the week.

So the equivocation is clear.   The Bible is not actually "silent" about church buildings, song books, and
collection plates.   While they are not mentioned specifically by name, they are authorized generically to carry
out what God has specifically told us to do.   How, then, can we solve the problem of what to do when God
says nothing?

OUR AUTHORITY

First, we must realize that God has spoken to us and that the Scriptures are a complete revelation of
everything that God wants us to know.   "(16) All Scripture {is} given by inspiration of God, and {is}
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, (17) that the man
of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work." (2Timothy 3:16-17).   It is a good
work, so far as God is concerned, He has authorized it in the Scriptures.   If it cannot be found in the
Scriptures, then it is not a good work in God's sight. (see Chart on page 15 What If It's Not In The
Scriptures?)

This is the only possible conclusion if we accept the Bible as God's final Word.   Therefore, we must
understand that what God wants us to do has already been bound and loosed in Heaven.   "(17) And Jesus
answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-Jonah: for flesh and blood hath not revealed
it unto thee, but my Father who is in heaven. (18) And I also say unto thee, that thou art Peter, and
upon this (19) I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind
on earth shall be bound in heaven; and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.
(20) Then charged he the disciples that they should tell no man that he was the Christ.  rock I will build
my church; and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it." (Matthew 16:17-20)   The same promise
made here specifically to Peter is also made to all the other Apostles in Matt 18:18.   When the Apostles
preached God's Word, they did not speak off the top of their heads.   They proclaimed what God had previously
bound and loosed in heaven.   Thus, we have no right to bind or loose anything other than what God has plainly
revealed in His Word through the inspired Apostles and Prophets.

Finally, we must remember that the curse of God rests upon all who would add to, subtract from, or
change His will in any way.   "(18) I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this
book, if any man shall add unto them, God shall add unto him the plagues which are written in this
book: (19) and if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take
away his part from the tree of life, and out of the holy city, which are written in this book." (Revelation
22:18-19 cf. Prov.30:5-6 ; Deut. 4:2).   Those who sought to add priests from other tribes when God had said
nothing about them had to face His wrath.   And those who today add things to God's Word, will have to
answer for violating these scriptures.   I would not want to be in their shoes at judgment for anything in the
world.   in conclusion, very simply, when God says something, we must do it.   We must have the attitude
expressed by young Samuel, "....that thou shalt say, Speak, Jehovah; for thy servant heareth. So Samuel
went and lay down in his place."  (1Samuel 3:9).    But, when God say nothing, we had better do nothing
with regard to that particular subject.   This principle can also be illustrated from Acts 15:24.   In the discussion
over whether the Gentiles must be circumcised , the Apostles and the elders of Jerusalem said, "Forasmuch
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as we have heard that certain who went out from us have troubled you with words, subverting your
souls; to whom we gave no commandment;" (Acts 15:24).   Now, the Apostles and elders had not said, "You
must not go and preach that the Gentiles must be circumcised."   They simply gave no commandment to do it.

When God says nothing, we have no right to presume upon His silence and have no liberty to act.

{Article Taken and Adapted for this lesson from When God Says Nothing 1 & 2 by Wayne S. Walker
published in Guardian of Truth - July 20, 1989}

QUESTIONS AND APPLICATIONS OF THE PAST THREE LESSONS 

1. Lev. 10:1-3 ; Ex. 30:6-9.
a. Nadab & Abihu were priests, thus were allowed to burn incense.   They were burning incense, thus 
   they were involved in worship to God.   Why were they rejected by God?

b. By whose authority did they offer the fire?   How serious was their error?

c. Is there a general principle(s) that we can learn today from this account?]

2. II Sam. 6:1-11 ; I Chron. 15:1-15.

a. Notice - David was sincere in his desire to bring the ark of God to Jerusalem.   David seems to have 
   acted ignorantly.

b. God never said, "Thou shalt not carry the ark on an ox cart."   David was a prophet and King, while 
   Uzzah was a priest - it seems that their judgment would be safe.   One method of carrying the ark is 
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   as good as another - in fact a cart pulled by oxen seems safer, faster and easier.   Why was God      
 displeased by this venture of David?

c. What was their source of authority in using the ox cart?

d. What is the principle for us to learn from this account?

3. Matt. 7:21-23.

a. Are the works mentioned in this passage good works?

b. They seem to honor Christ in calling Him "Lord,Lord."   They claim to give glory to God, doing   
   things in His name.   In fact Jesus doesn't say that they lied about the works or that they were         
insincere.

c. Why then did Christ Reject them?

d. Other examples to consider --- I Sam. 15:1-24 ; Matt 15:1-9 ; Exodus 30:6-9 ; II Chron. 26:16-
20.     What principles can we learn from these examples?
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4. I Cor. 1:10-12 & II John 9-11.

a. What happens when men follow different religious leaders or authorities?

b. What must happen if unity is to exist?

c. What does it mean to "abide in the teaching of Christ"?

d. How important is it to have the Lord's Authority for all that we do religiously?

e. Why are things revealed by God?

f. What are we to do when God says nothing on a subject?

g. What principle is taught in Revelation 22:18-19.
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h. Matt 7:24-27.   Who is the wise?   And who is the foolish?

i. James 1:22-25.   What is the purpose of our looking into the Scriptures?

5. Matt. 22:23-33.
a. The Sadducees sought Scriptural authority for their argument against the resurrection of the dead. 
      According to Jesus, what mistake did they make?

b. What principle can we learn from this account?

6. Matt. 17:1-8 ; Heb. 1:1-2 ; Matt 28:18 ; Acts 2:32-36 ; I Cor. 15:24-26 ; Eph. 5:23-24 ; Eph. 1:20-23 
   ; John 12:48-50.

a. Where did Jesus' authority come from?

b. When did Jesus begin His reign as King?

 c. How much authority does Jesus have?
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d. Give two Biblical Illustrations showing Jesus' relationship to the church!

e. How has God spoken to us today? 
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SECTION FOUR :
Lesson Nine  :
Class  Nine  :

THE ORGANIZATION OF THE CHURCH
 
Introduction:

A. One of the basic problems that faces new Christians is that of the organization of the local            
 congregation of which they are a member at.   These problems are largely due to the turmoil that one 
   sees in the "religious world" today.

1. "When protests against the Catholic church became popular during what is called the         
   "Protestant Reformation," men began to create religious sects upon every hand.   Great and 
    good men tried to remodel and reform the apostate church, but the end result was the
formation of many denominations.   Instead of reformation of the church, the world is now filled
with the division and sub-division of religious bodies.   In New Testament times vision was
never approved among God's people; consequently, denominations did not exist.   If we are
going to practice undenominational Christianity, we must plead for a return to the simple
organization and work of the New Testament church."  {First Principles of Christianity by
Robert Harkrider p.38}

B. It is thus the purpose of this lesson to set forth a general picture of church organization as is seen
in     the New Testament.

1. This lesson is also designed to teach new members what congregational organization is all 
    about and to correct any misconceptions that they might have regarding this arrangement
found     in the church today.

C. Another purpose of this lesson is to identify the areas as to what their responsibilities are to the local 
   congregation ,and to enable new Christians to see where they fit into the organization of the local  
   congregation of which they are a member.

D. The last area that will be covered in this section of our study will set forth the duties of elders,      
  deacons, preachers and teachers as well as show the new Christian what their relationship is toward
each.

Body:
   I. THE NEED FOR ORGANIZATION.

A. As can be seen in every facet of life there is a need for organization in every field.
1. No country can successfully conduct itself in administrative work if their is no form of       
    government.

a. It is certainly true that no government can stand, function, and carry on its works   
      without some type of organization.
b. Eg. If the organization of the United States government where suddenly destroyed,
the result would be mass chaos.
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2. The success of a business, of the armed forces, of our schools are all dependent upon an    
    efficient and well structured organization. 

B. One needs to note that the structure and organization of the Lord's church is not the ideas and
designs     of men, but rather it is designed and planned by Divine Wisdom --- cf. Eph. 3:8-10.

C. Thus established one can clearly see that for any establishment to be successful it must first consist 
   of some form of organization.   If the church is to be successful in reaching the lost and sin sick world,
it must adhere to the simple plan and structure of organization that God has given to His people.  
Remember that in all things we need to have God's approved authority especially to His body and
church.

 
  II. JESUS CHRIST AS OUR ONLY HEAD.

A. In many areas of life Christians are asked a simple question by the non-believer as to where the     
  headquarters of the church are located.

1. The response by the educated Christian often leaves the questioner speechless or puzzled   
   searching for better or more information.

B. "WHERE ARE THE HEADQUARTERS OF CHRIST CHURCH?"
1. Every Christ should know and understand that the headquarters of any organization are
always     located where the head of the organization is.
2. Thus the simple answer to this question is ---- "in heaven" where Christ is, for He is head
over all the church --- cf. Eph. 1:22-23.

C. Since Christ is the founder and builder of the church --- cf. Matt. 16:18 and has been given all     
  authority by the Father --- cf. Matt. 28:18-19 one must recognize that Christ is the ONLY HEAD of
the church.   Since Christ is head, there leaves no place for any man to place himself on this earth as
head, otherwise the "ONE BODY" of Christ cf. Eph. 4:4 would have two heads, thus making it a freak!

1. Since Christ is the Head of the Church, and His Word is the New Testament we need to    
    examine the New Testament church in order to gain the understanding and the knowledge
of how the church is to be organized.

a. Christ has provided the complete and unchangeable pattern for the churches 
organization.
b. The terms "Christ," "Lord", and "King" designated to Jesus  all emphasize the
authority     and work of Jesus. 

2. For men to presume to change the pattern or organization of the New Testament church
would     be to violate the authority of Christ and man's dependence upon the Word of God.

a. God would not so much as allow Moses to change even one of the measurements of
the tabernacle.   The writer of the Hebrew letter demands this very same principle today.
b. "Hebrews 8:5 who serve the copy and shadow of the heavenly things, as Moses 
    was divinely instructed when he was about to make the tabernacle. For He said, 
'See {that} you make all things according to the pattern shown you on the
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mountain.'" 
c. God would not so much as allow Moses to change one feature of the ark but
demanded     complete and absolute submission to the Divine instructions.

 D. The question is, then, by what right do men have to decided that ecclesiastical councils, episcopal
and presbyterian forms of government are better than that which is so clearly given by Jesus Christ in
His Word?   For scholars to say that it makes little difference how Christ's church is organized is to
declare two things:

1. That the pattern for the church is not in the New Testament and thus cannot be followed; or,
2. That the pattern is in the New Testament and can thus be disregarded.
3. The fact of the existence of such a pattern for the organizational structure of the church can
be found in numerous scriptures and can amply be demonstrated in the 3rd chapter of  I
Timothy, In Titus 1 , in I Peter 1 as well as in Hebrews 13.
4. The same authority that gave the church the doctrine also gave the church the organizational 
   structure/pattern.   The same respect that is demanded for the doctrine of Jesus Christ should 
   characterize the respect for His pattern also!   If men cannot improve on the teaching of Jesus 
   Christ, by what principle can they improve on His plan for organization?

E. With this in mind the church belonging to Jesus Christ has no ecclesiastical organization given in the 
   New Testament: no popes, no cardinals, no archbishops, no church councils, no synods and no     
conventions.

1. The church in the universal or aggregate sense has no organic structure.   It is bound together 
   by a spiritual relationship enjoyed by all who have subjected themselves under the authority
of Jesus Christ the Head --- cf. Acts 2:47 ; Eph. 5:25-27.
2. The church in the local sense is an independent Christian society under the authority of Jesus 
   Christ as is revealed in the New Testament church -- cf. Acts 20:28 

  F. What we find in the structure and organization of the New Testament church is:
1. The New Testament church in every community was complete, having elders, deacons, and 
   members and was able to do all that could be done in the name of Jesus.
2. That in the New Testament, God had no other organization, other than the New Testament 
    church to do His work.
3. That every congregation enjoyed complete autonomy and was free from any super-structure
of organization or authority.
4. That the New Testament church functioned at times without all the organizational structure
in place, however, once men were suitable for the places of service the church adhered to the 
   organizational structure of God's Will.

   III. THE ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE OF THE LOCAL CHURCH.

A. Remember that Christ is the ONLY HEAD and all organizational structures in His body are simple 
   positions of servitude and not positions of elevation.   These positions are delegated authority by the 
   Head, Jesus Christ, and are not free to institute some doctrine, or organization other than that which
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Christ has given unto them.  

B. ELDERS:
1. The term elder means one who is older.   The terms elder, bishop, overseer, pastor and
shepherd all refer to the same office.   They are but different applications and descriptions of the
same work.

a. Illustration:  A man can be a grand-father, a father, a husband, and a son all at the
same time, however, just because there are different descriptions of his work and
relationship to others does not mean that there is more than one man.   But simply it
designates the same man with the various works and relationships.

2. Let us note some terms that are relative to the work and role of an Elder.
a. ELDER --- Greek {Presbytros} = older, experienced.
b. BISHOP --- Greek {Episcopos} = overseer, superintendent.

1) It needs to be noted that the english word Bishop is an anglicized word
without     counterpart in the ancient language.   It can have no other meaning,
other than     that which is prescribed unto it by the New Testament.

c. PASTOR --- Greek {Poimeen} = shepherd, herdsman.
1) A Pastor is literally one who pastors, or shepherds a flock.

d. RULER/OVERSEER --- Greek {Hegoumenoi} = Leader
1) One who literally looks over, suggesting a vantage point by position and     
    experience in safe-guarding the flock.

e. ENSAMPLE --- Greek {Tupos} = Model, pattern.
f. STEWARD --- Greek {Oikonomous} = a manager, caretaker, administrator.

3. A list of the characteristics of the Elder are found in the books of I Timothy 3 and Titus 1. 
   Read and compare the lists given in each and list them in the space provided below.

a)_____________________________ j)________________________
b)_____________________________ k)________________________
c)_____________________________ l)________________________
d)_____________________________ m)________________________
e)_____________________________ n)________________________
f)_____________________________ o)________________________
g)_____________________________ p)________________________
h)_____________________________ q)________________________
i)_____________________________

 
C. DEACON --- Once again the name indicated that this is a position of servitude.

1. DEACON --- Greek {Diakonos} = servant.
2. These are special servant under the direction the elders.   It could be said the basic             
 difference between the Elder and the Deacon can be seen in the work that they do.   The Elder
is to watch over the spiritual things of the flock, whereas the Deacon watches over the physical
things pertaining to the flock.
3. The characteristics for the office of deacon are found in I Timothy 3:8-12.   Study these and 
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   list them below in the space provided.

a)_____________________________ f)________________________
b)_____________________________ g)________________________
c)_____________________________ h)________________________
d)_____________________________ i)________________________
e)_____________________________

4. Note the deacons wife must also be: I Timothy 3:11.

a)_____________________________ c)________________________
b)_____________________________ d)________________________

D. MEMBERS
1. Note the terms that are relative to members:

a. SAINTS --- Greek {Hagios} = sanctified, set apart, holy.
b. DISCIPLE --- Greek {Mathetes} = a learner.
c. CHILD OF GOD = relationship that one has to the Family of God.
d. BRETHREN --- relationship to others in the Family of God.
e. CHRISTIAN --- Greek {Christianos} = that which belongs to Christ.

2. There are some members who are specialized in the fields of teaching and preaching.   Let
us     note some terms and scriptures that are relative to this office.

a. EVANGELIST --- Greek {Euangelistes} = a bearer of good tidings.
b. PREACHER --- Greek (Kerux} = Herald, proclaimer of the truth.
c. In the New Testament the work of the evangelist was to proclaim Christ, to preach 
     Him to a dying world.   It is referred to as a definite work in Eph. 4:11 and Philip
is     designated as an evangelist in Acts 21:8.

1) Other scriptures that show the work of an evangelist are II Timothy 4:5 ;
4:2     ; 2:15 ; 2:2 ; I Timothy 5:22.

E. When one studies the history of the Lord's church one can clearly see that most of the departures
from the truth first began with a corruption of the organization of the church as well as a rebellion
against all authority.

1. Elders assuming Christ's authority --- by legislative decrees.
2. Preachers assuming elders' authority --- this is the modern "pastor system".
3. Deacons assuming elders' authority --- the "church Board".
4. Members assuming elders' authority --- the majority "rule".

a. What is wrong with majority rule?
1) The church is a monarchy and not a democracy.
2) It makes no distinction as to the age --- cf. Heb. 5:12-14.
3) It makes elders subjects of the church rather than the reverse --- cf. Heb.
13:17.
4) It creates division --- I Cor. 1:10.

  IV.  OUR DUTIES TO THE LOCAL CONGREGATION.
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A. Our duties to the elders:
1. We are to know them and to respect them --- I Thess. 5:12-13.

a. In the sight of God it is a serious thing to disrespect, dishonor or to ridicule the
elders.

2. We must be subject to them and obey them in all things so long as they are within the bounds 
   of the laws of God --- cf. I Peter 5:5 ; Heb. 13:17.

a. What do you understand the word "subjection" to mean?

___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
_______________

3. We are not to receive an unsupported accusation against them --- I Tim. 5:19.
4. We are to encourage and support them --- cf. I Tim. 5:17.
5. Call upon them and use them when we are in spiritual need --- James 5:14-16.

B. Our duties towards the local congregation:
1. The key to the success of any congregation is a real sense of individual responsibility --- cf. 
    Eph. 4:11-16.

a. Every member working for the glory of God.
2. Illustrated by the members of the body --- I Cor. 12:12-27.
3. Illustrated by soldiers in an army --- Eph. 6:11-13.
4. Illustrated by partners in a fellowship --- Acts 2:42 ; I John 1:3. 

Conclusion:
A. The keys to a successful congregation is always noted in the organizational structure.   It must be
God approved and it must fulfill the spiritual mission of the church.

1. To many times we over organize which leaves very little for the individual Christian to do on 
   his own.   This type of organization is not scriptural and the departure from the simple        
  structure and pattern of Christ will always leads to division and destruction.

WHAT WE HAVE SEEN I N THIS LESSON
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SECTION FOUR :
Lesson # Ten :

Class  # Ten : The Church of Christ
vs.

The Denominations of Men

Introduction:
By the church of Christ we mean the one church you can read about in the New Testament which

belongs to the Lord Jesus Christ, the one which is fully identified therein as to its establishment, its head, its
Savior, its means of entrance, its name or scriptural designations, its organization, its worship, its work, and
its destiny.   Thus we are talking about the Lord's church, the one to which He adds all the saved (cf. Mark
16:16-18 ; Acts 2:47), and which is not a denomination in any sense of the word.

By the denominations of men we mean what the word suggests and what is recognized and taught by
the denominationalists themselves.   The fact of the matter is that it takes the Bible plus some doctrine or
doctrines of men to make a denominational church of any kind.   I once heard of a salesman for a popular
encyclopedia who, whether wittingly or unwittingly, struck a deadly blow against denominationalism when he
said, "In the articles on Bible subjects, just the facts from the Bible are given; there are no denominational
viewpoints expressed."  Another, a denomination advertising a school they were starting said, "Only the Bible
will be taught; no denominational doctrines will be espoused."

All should recognize that when only the "seed of the Kingdom," the word of God, or "the doctrine of
Christ," is sown in the hearts of men and women only the Lord's church results.   But denominations of men
are produced when the traditions and doctrines of men are intermingled with or are substituted for the seed of
the Kingdom.

The divided state of denominationalism of our day is one known to all, yet one which seems to be of
little or no concern to the masses who are content, and satisfied with their religion and the divided state of the
so-called "Christendom", and refuse to entertain the thought that there is a drastic need for change.   Those of
us who insist there is need for such change and who offer Biblical reasons for our insistence are often labeled
as bigoted, narrow-minded, bereft of love for our fellow-men, and those who do not "know Jesus."

Our purpose in this study is not to directly address these and other shallow affronts, but to emphasize
there is a way and a means of Spiritual unity in New Testament Christianity and the New Testament church,
the church belonging to Jesus Christ, and to show the vast difference between it and the denominational system
of religion.   Thus our topic: The church of Christ Vs The Denominations of Men, wherein we are asking that
you compare the New Testament Church, the church of (belonging to) Christ, with the denominations of men,
or denominational system of religion which is unknown to the Bible. 

Denominations of Men Further Identified

The word denomination means: "the name of a class or division of things;" such as, the different
denominations of the United States monetary system; "a class, or society of individuals, called by the same
name; a sect; a part of the whole."   Thus a denominational church, according to common usage and
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understanding, would be one class, or group, or society of individuals called by the same name as opposed to
other classes or groups, or societies of individuals called by different names, which men establish solely by
human authority yet with in the claim that such churches make up the one true church belonging to the Lord,
such as the different denominations which make up our United States money or currency.

A denomination is 'a religious organization uniting in a single legal and administrative body, a number
of local congregations making up that denomination;"  such as, the Baptist denomination; the Methodist
denomination; the Presbyterian denomination; the United Pentecostal church ; ect.

Thus a denomination is a religious organization which is larger than any local congregation,, since that
denomination consists of many local congregations of that denomination or religious order different from all
other denominations of other religious orders.   Yet such a denomination is smaller than the universal church,
the body of the saved, the saved in the aggregate, or the sum total of all who have believed and obeyed the
gospel of Christ and thus saved and added to the church of Christ by the Lord Himself. 

No one denomination even claims to have all Christians in it or to be the whole body of the saved.   By their
own admission a denomination is Larger than any local congregation (see Graphic # 1 & 2 on p. 73-74) and
yet Smaller than the whole church, the One New Testament church (see Graphic # 3 on p. 74).   Therefore a
denomination is something to which the New Testament word "church" does not refer or apply, never has, and
never will.

A denomination is that which comes into existence and continues to be because of people hearing,
believing and following different messages, not the one Gospel of Christ.   It is a different plant because a
different seed, a seed other than the "seed of the Kingdom," the written word of God, has been sown (cf.
Matthew 15:13-14).

Therefore by both definition and practice the denominations of men are religious organizations or
churches which are neither described, nor mentioned, nor authorized in the Bible.   That being the case, they
certainly cannot be acceptable to the Lord nor do they glorify Him.
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POINTS of DISTINCTION

THE CHURCH OF CHRIST IS DIFFERENT FROM THE DENOMINATIONS OF MEN IN ITS STRUCTURE, for
it is the church Jesus Himself promised to build (Matthew 16:18); which He purchased with His own Blood
(Acts 20:28; I Peter 1:18-19; I Cor. 6:19-20; Eph. 5:25); of which He is the Head (Eph. 1:22-23; Col 1:18);
and is the Savior (Eph. 5:23, 25-27); to which Jesus Himself adds all the saved (Acts 2:47; I Cor. 15:1-2;
Acts 18:8; I Cor. 1:1-2); which is composed of all the saved individuals, not of organized bodies called
churches or denominations (Acts 2:47; John 15:1-6); belonging to Christ, of which He has only one (Matthew
16:18; Rom. 16:16; Eph. 4:4; 1:22-23; I Cor. 12:12-13; Eph. 2:16).

The Lord said, "I will build my church," (Matthew 16:18).   That is singular possessive.   Singular, in
that He said "church," not "churches."   Possessive, in that He said "my church" in revealing its owner.   Of
course, there are places where the Bible uses the word "church" in the plural.   But in every such case it refers
to local churches belonging to Christ, all of which are of the same faith and order, not to different
denominations of different faiths and orders (cf. Romans 16:16; Gal. 1:2; Rev. 1:4,11; Rev. 2:3).

Any and all attempts to establish and name a church that does not acknowledge that it is His, or that
honors someone else, or that exalts a doctrine, a practice, or a day, ect., is a human denomination of a different
faith and order, and of which there are many such divisions in our day but not in the Bible.

For example, the name:
Presbyterian --- does not acknowledge that it is Christ's; it exalts a form of church government.
Lutheran --- Honors someone other than Christ.
Adventist --- Exalts a doctrine, not Christ.
Baptist --- Exalts a practice or a divine ordinance, or a man other than Christ.
Pentecostal --- Exalts a day and or what they may call an experience.

I Corinthians 1:13 raises an all important question in the light of the modern religious division known
as denominationalism, "Is Christ divided?", which, in fact deals a death blow to the basic concept of the
denominations of men.   Denominationalism defends the division which I Corinthians 1:13 condemns.

THE CHURCH OF CHRIST IS DIFFERENT FROM THE DENOMINATIONS OF MEN IN ITS NAME OR IDENTIFYING

DESIGNATIONS.  The New Testament shows that both individual and collectively the honor of having one's name
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worn belongs only to Jesus Christ.   The disciples individually were called "Christians," (cf. Acts 11:26;
26:28;I Peter 4:16; cf. Acts 4:11-12; James 2:7).   There were no religious titles such as Father, Reverend,
Rt. Reverend, Cardinal, Pope, ect., authorized or worn in the New Testament church (cf. Matthew 23:8-12;
cf. Job. 32:21-22).   Even the Apostles of Jesus Christ did not wear such religious titles.   Furthermore, there
were no hyphenated Christians recognized in the Bible, such as: Baptist-Christians; Methodist-Christians;
Lutheran-Christians; Pentecostal-Christians, ect. - Just Christians!  {For more on the subject of Just Christians
please read the tracts entitles What does it mean to be just a Christian -- JC}

The disciples collectively, as the church, were called: "The church of Christ" (cf. Romans 16:16), "The
church of God" (I Cor. 1:1-2), "The church of the Lord" (Acts 20:28 ASV), "The body of Christ" (Eph. 1:22-
23; 4:4; 1Cor. 12:13,27) or just "the Church," (Acts 2:47; 5:11; Eph. 1:22; 6:23).

However, in denominations of men each denomination has its own peculiar name which identifies it with
its own peculiar doctrines or doctrinal system, names which usually honor some man, movement, idea, method,
religious ordinance, or feast-day, ect., ect. 

THE CHURCH OF CHRIST IS DIFFERENT FROM THE DENOMINATIONS OF MEN IN ITS WORSHIP AND WORK. 
 The New Testament reveals the churches of Christ worshipping in a simple way following five simple, divinely
prescribed acts of worship, which are: Praying, singing without the use of mechanical instruments of music,
giving on the first day of the week as they had prospered, teaching God's word, and eating the Lord's Supper
on the first day of every week.

Things Of Worship

1. Lord's Supper - Matt. 26:26-29; I Cor. 11:23-29

2. Preaching - Acts 20:7; II Tim. 4:2-3

3. Giving - I Cor. 16:2; II Cor. 9:7

4. Singing - Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16; I Cor. 14:15

5. Praying - I Thess. 5:17-18; I Tim. 2:1-3,8

The New Testament also reveals churches of Christ carrying on an active program of three divinely
authorized works or functions, which are: Evangelization, Edification, and Benevolence.

The denominations of men change each one of these divinely authorized acts of worship a little by either
adding to or taking from or substituting for each one.   Because the doctrines of each denomination are a little
different from every other one, the worship of each denomination is a little different from the other and from
the churches of Christ revealed in the New Testament.   Depending upon which one you attend, you will find
such practices as the lighting of candles, the burning of incense, praying to the departed saints, playing of
instrumental instruments, giving of personal testimonies, holding of hands with the lights turned down low,ect.,
ect., which you will not find in churches of Christ faithful to the New Testament order.

Moreover, they add to the divinely authorized work to be carried on by churches of Christ faithful to
the New Testament order.   Or they substitute works of their own choosing, with the 'social gospel" concept
leading them into purely human and secular endeavors carried on in the name of the Lord in their "Fellowship
halls," and "Family Life Centers," ect.

THE CHURCH OF CHRIST DIFFERS FROM THE DENOMINATIONS OF MEN ON HOW ONE IS SAVED AND

BECOMES A MEMBER OF THE CHURCH.   Churches of Christ follow the Bible and the Bible only and teach that
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one, each one, must hear, believe and obey the gospel of Christ, which includes water baptism in the name of
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and when this is done the Lord adds that one to HIS church (cf. Mk.
16:15-16; Acts 2:36-41; 18:8; I Cor. 15:1-2; 1:1-2; 12:13; Acts 2:47) See chart on page 77.

The denominations of men differ, not only from churches of Christ in this matter, but from each other
over such things as salvation by faith only, grace only, infant membership, salvation by works, ect.   In Hiscox's
Baptists manual is an example of how some have changed the Bible pattern: "It is most likely that in the
Apostolic age when there was but 'one Lord, one faith, and one baptism,' and no differing denominations
existed, the baptism of a convert by that very act constituted him a member of the church, and at once endowed
him with all the rights and privileges of full membership.   In that sense, 'baptism was the door into the church.' 
 Now, it is different; and while the churches are desirous of receiving members, they are wary and cautious that
they do not receive unworthy persons.   The churches therefore have candidates come before them, make their
statement, give their 'experience,' and then their reception is decided by a vote of the members.   And while they
cannot become members without baptism, yet it is the vote of the body which admits them to it fellowship on
receiving baptism," (p. 22).

Conclusion:
Many other things could be listed which space does not allow.   Hopefully these are sufficient to capture

your attention and motivate further study to see the full and complete difference between the church belonging
to Christ and those belonging to men.

The denominations of men such as we have described, though very popular in our society are unheard
of in the Bible; represent religious division which is condemned in the Bible (cf. I Cor. 1:10-14; 3:3-5), are
contrary to the whole tenor of the doctrine of Christ; are the very opposite of the spirit of New Testament
Christianity; are examples of religious counterfeiting with men forging the Lord's name to unscriptural and anti-
scriptural doctrines and practices of men.  
{Article Taken and adapted from The Preceptor April 1987, Vol. 36 Number 6 p  .8-10}

Those
Converted

PREACHING BELIEF,
FAITH

REPENTANCE CONFESSIO
N

BAPTISM SALVATION

Pentecost -
Acts 2:14-47

Hear words
2:14,22,29,40

Repent
2:38

Baptized
2:38,41

Rem. of
sins
2:38,47

Samaria -
Acts 8:5-13

Preached
8:5-6,22

Believed
8:12

Baptized
8:12-13

Eunuch -
Acts 8:26-39

Preached
8:35

Believed
8:36-37

I believe
8:37

Baptized
8:38

Rejoiced
8:39

Saul - Acts 9:
3-19; 22:6-21

Heard
9:6; 22:12-16

Baptized
22:16

Sins
Washed
22:16 
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Cornelius -
Acts
10:1-11:18

Hear words
10:33; 11:14

Baptized
10:48

Saved,
Life
11:14,18

Lydia -
Acts 16:13-
15

Heard 
16:14

Baptized
16:15

Jailer
Acts 16:25-
34

Spoke the word
16:32

Believed
16:34

Baptized
16:33

Saved,
Rejoiced
16:30,34

Corinthians - 
Acts 18:1-11

Hearing
18:4,8,11

Believed
18:8

Baptized
18:8

Other
Scriptures

Rom. 10:17
John 6:44-45

Heb. 11:6
John 8:24

Luke 13:3
Acts 17:30-31

Rom. 10:9-
10
Matt.
10:32-33

Gal.
3:26-27
I Pet.
3:20-21 

Mark
16:16
Heb.
5:8-9
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Summary:
TODAY'S CHURCHES VS. CHRIST'S CHURCH

I. Purpose:
Today's 
1. The physical aspect of life is stressed.  What causes can we help?  Ex. hospitals, orphanages, elaborate church 
   buildings. [there is nothing holy about a building - prayer tower]       
   (Acts 7:48, 17:24-25)

2. Another aspect of modern churches is the emphasis on church social affairs.  Going to worship is no more 
   than a social gathering.  Along with this idea comes the bingo, dances, rock concerts, and other activities.  
  The church is responsible for our entertainment.  Notice what Paul says about this type of thing (I Corinthians 
   11:20-22). 

Christ's church
1. To follow Him (Luke 9:3-26) - The spiritual state of the person was more important than the physical state 
   (the world).
2. Giving to the Lord first and then giving to others by God's will (II Corinthians 8:5).

II. What is Taught:
Today's 
Man's teaching. Ex. Oral Roberts, Jimmy Swaggart, Billy Graham.  Mr. Graham tells us we are to love one
another yet he lives in seclusion in a palace protected by guard dogs.  Is that what Jesus meant when He said
He came to save the lost? (Luke 5:30-32).  Notice Titus 1:10-16 and Matthew 15:7-9.  These men all may teach
some good but they all add or take away something from the Bible.

Christ's church
1. One teacher and one leader (Matthew 23:8-12) - One true example.
2. We preach Christ Jesus our Lord (II Corinthians 4:5) - His word is the only thing that can save us.

III. Leadership:
Today's
The pope, cardinals, TV Evangelists, Reverends (Jim Bakker) etc... have elevated themselves above other
people.  Today's religious leaders act as if they are above common man and do not sin.
1. Notice Peter's attitude in Acts 10:25-26.
2. Notice Paul's plea in Acts 14:12-15.
3. All are equal in God's sight (Acts 10:34) and have sinned and are in need of forgiveness (Romans 3:23 and 
   I John 1:8-10).

Christ's Church
1. Christ is the Head - Ephesians 1:20-23 and 4:5-6.
2. The local congregation is made up of saints, elders, and deacons (Philippians 1:1).  Of course the saints may 
   be teachers or evangelists but the ones who are to watch over the church are the elders (Titus 1:5 and       
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  I Timothy 3:5).
  
*At this point I would like to discuss a concern of mine in our churches today.  That is the lack of elders.  We
can read in Acts 14:23 and Titus 1:5 that the early church appointed elders.  The qualifications for elders and
deacons can be found in I Timothy and Titus.  Recently an article came out in the Guardian of Truth entitled,
"A Leadership Crisis".  This crisis is the fact that many of the Lord's churches are without the leadership of
elders (especially in the northeast).  We need elders to help guide us as in I Timothy 5:17-18.

1.  Without elders sometimes preachers take on too much responsibility - usually because things need 
    to be done;  our preachers need to be freed from this and allowed their task of evangelizing.
2.  Without elders christians often times look up to the evangelist as if he were an elder.  Gradually, this 
    leads the evangelist to make decisions on behalf of the church.  You can see why this is so             
dangerous.  Remember, the Bible always speaks of elders in the plural sense.  If we do not have       
elders now, those of us who someday may desire the office should start preparing now for it.   Likewise
wives of these men should be prepared for this responsibility (Titus 2:3-5).  It is an important task to
shepherd a church and it should not be taken lightly.  Imagine a flock of sheep without a shepherd to
guide them.               

IV. Christian's Duty
Today's
1. Be a good person.
2. Attend services when ever you want.
3. Give for causes (schools/hospitals/social events)
4. Just repent and say a prayer and you will receive salvation.

Christ's church
1. The churches duty is to stand for and teach the truth - Acts 6:1-2
2. Care for their number - I Timothy 5:1-16 
3. Individually give to those who are in need - James 1:27
4. Jesus stressed our duties as individuals - Matthew 22:37-40/Luke 6:27
5. Bereans examined the word daily - Acts 17:11
6. Teach the word of God - II Timothy 3:16-17

V. Summary

From Galatians 1:6-9 we can see that we must hold to the one and only gospel, Christ the word of God.  I
Corinthians 2:4-5 shows us that we are to rest our faith on the power of God and not on the wisdom of men. 
And finally, Matthew 28:18-20 tells us the churches greatest task.  Christ's church still exists today and is still
carrying out this great commission.  To teach Christ's message that all may hear, believe, confess He is the Son
of God, repent of their past sinful state, and be baptized into the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit. 
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QUESTIONS

1. What do we mean by the term "church of Christ"?

2. What are "denominations of Men"?

3. How is the Lord's church produced?

4. How are denominations produced?

5. What is the purpose of this study?

6. What method have we used in this study?

7. What is a "denomination"?

8. Are denominations acceptable to the Lord?  Why ? Scriptures please!

9. How does the church of Christ compare to denominations in name?
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10. How does the church of the New Testament differ from denominational names?

11. How does the church of the New Testament differ from the denominations of men in its worship and work?

12. Distinguish between the Lord's church and human denominations pertaining to the conditions of salvation 
    and church membership.
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THE  NEW  TESTAMENT  CHURCH  vrs  DENOMINATIONS

AT JERUSALEM

ADDED to the CHURCH - Acts 2:41,47
1. Preaching - Acts 2:22
2. Believe - Acts 2:36
3. Repent - Acts 2:38
4. Baptized - Acts 2:38,41

WORSHIP - Acts 2:42
1. Apostles Doctrine - Acts 2:42
2. Giving - Acts 2:45
3. Breaking of Bread - Acts 2:45
4. Prayer - Acts 2:45
5. Singing - Ephesians 5:19

DOCTRINE
1. Apostles Doctrine
2. Gospel - Mark 16:16

"He that Believeth .. not ..."
3. Going Onward - II John 9.

NAME
1. Christ said "MY CHURCH" - Matthew     
16:18.
2. church of Christ - Rom. 16:16

ORGANIZATION - Local
1. Members - Acts 2
2. Elders - Acts 14:23
3. Deacons - Acts 6
4. Evangelists - Acts 8:5 ; 21:8

WORK
1. Preaching
    Edify - Acts 2:42
    Evangelism - Acts 8:4
2. Benevolence - Acts 6

MANNER OF LIFE
1. Righteous - Acts 2:47
2. Discipline - Acts 5

TODAY

LORD ADDS TO THE CHURCH
1. Preaching
2. Believe
3. Repent
4. Baptized

WORSHIP
1. Preaching
2. Giving
3. Breaking Bread - (Weekly)
4. Prayer
5. Singing

DOCTRINE
1. Apostles Doctrine, BK, Ch, Vrs.
2. "Speak as the Oracles of God" - 
    I Peter 4:11
3. Gospel

NAME
1. Christ's Church - Matt 16:18

2. church of Christ - Rom 16:16
ORGANIZATION - Local

1. Members
2. Elders (Bishops, Pastors)
3. Deacons
4. Evangelists

WORK
1. Preaching
    Edify
    Evangelism
2. Benevolence

MANNER OF LIFE
1. Righteous
2. Discipline

DENOMINATIONS

JOIN THE CHURCH of CHOICE
1. Experience Salvation
2. Confess Experience
3. Voted on by the Church
4. Baptism IF required

WORSHIP
1. Preaching - (Doctrine of Men)
2. Tithing, Selling, Begging
3. Communion - (Irregular)
4. Prayer
5. Singing and Instrumental Music

DOCTRINE
1. Doesn't make any difference
2. One faith is as good as another
3. Denominational Doctrine -- ie               
Baptists, Presbyterian ect.

NAME
1. Denominational Names

2. Human Names - Cond. I Cor. 1:10-13
ORGANIZATION - Conventions & Assoc.

1. Members
2. Deacons
3. One man Pastor System
4. Evangelists?

WORK
1. Social Gospel
    Fellowship Halls
    Youth Rally
2. Recreation

MANNER OF LIFE
1. Righteous ?
2. Discipline
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SECTION FIVE :
Lesson # Eleven :

Class # Eleven : PRAYER
The Importance of Prayer in the New Life

Introduction:
There is no subject that has greater prominence in the Bible than prayer, and yet many Bible students

are growing more indifferent to its blessings and privileges.   The tendency of the times seems to be away from
prayer.  Perhaps no one can be entirely free from his enviroments; but to keep this prayerless spirit of the
present age from overwhelming us, let us diligently read the Bible, and thus associate with God and Christ and
the praying men of God --- and pray!   Prayer is the very breath of the Christian.   There are two essential
elements in Christian character and the neglect of either one is harmful.

1. A sense of obligation.
a. Binds us to a discharge of certain duties.
b. Has a tendency to create self-satisfaction and eliminates the sense of dependency.

2. A sense of dependence.
a. Causes us to realize our inability to chart our own course - cf. Jeremiah 10:23 "O Lord, I 
    know the way of man {is} not in himself; {it is} not in man who walks to direct his own    
  steps."
b. Has a tendency to destroy our sense of obligation.

1) A petted child feels no obligation.
2) Christians in prayer often lose sight of practical duties and fail to "look upon the    
     harvest."

3. Oligation and dependency, then, must be properly blended - cf. James 2:15-16.

Body:
   I. SOME HURTFUL THEORIES THAT CAUSE THE NEGLECT OF PRAYER

A.  "God is unchangeable, therefore prayer is foolish and can have no effect."
1. God has answered before; being therefore unchangeable, He will answer prayer now as well 
   as then.

B. "God is Omniscient --- ever knowing --- thus He already knows our needs; therefore, prayer 
    is useless.  God will make provisions without it."

1. God has always been ever knowing, even in the Old Testament days, yet prayers were 
   made and God answered them.

C. "Miracles have ceased and God cannot answer prayers without performing one today."
1. We cannot know all things --- if God says He will answer our prayers, then our Faith in God 
    will keep us from questioning just how, and not imply that He is a liar.
2. Do we possess all knowledge?   If there is one truth in all the universe or natural laws that 
   we do not know, God might then use  that medium to answer our prayers.
3. We grant a favor to our children or a friend --- Is that a miracle?
4. An assumption supported by no Bible teaching is indeed a soul threatening theory.

D. "Reflex influence is the only benefit of prayer --- there is no direct answer from God." 
1. If this is the case, then the heathens would benefit and get as much from their praying to their 
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   idols as we do from praying to God. --- cf. Acts 17:24-29.
2. Why not pray to a fence post?   It cannot answer!

E. "God does not actually answer prayers."
1. This theory as with all these other foregoing theories are not supported by a single passage 
   of Scripture.
2. Not one passage of Scripture has ever been pointed too to say, "This teaches my doctrine,
or     proves my theory concerning prayer."
3. It must be accepted that beyond a shadow of a doubt God does answer our prayers if all the 
   conditions /which are laid out in the Bible/ are met.

a. Let us leave alone such theories to the infidel where they properly belong.

   II. THE BIBLE TEACHING ON PRAYER:

A. Prayer is approved by direct command, necessary inference and apostolic example.
1. Jesus taught His disciples to pray - Matt. 6:5-15.

a. Why such instruction if there is no direct benefit from it?
2. God hears our prayers is clearly taught in the Scriptures --- Psa. 34:15 ; James 5:16-18.
3. Prayer is a source of wisdom --- James 1:5.

B. Who must we pray for?
1. Since Christianity is not a selfish thing - we should pray for others also.

a. Note these scriptures for reference - I Tim. 2:2; Rom. 10:1; II Tim. 1:3; Phil. 1:4; 
   Col. 1:3; I Thess 1:2.

2. Note examples of this being practiced:
a. Paul's prayer on behalf of Israel - Romans 10:1-3.
b. Paul on behalf of all Christians - Col. 1:9-12.

3. Christ our Master teacher:
a. Prays for Himself - John 17.
b. For His immediate disciples - John 17.
c. For all who would believe on their word - John 17.

4. Note that God is able to answer prayer and it is seen in Eph. 3:20; Heb. 4:16.

C. How often should a Child of God pray?
1. The frequency of prayer is seen in many teachings of Christ and His apostles.

a. Taught in the parable of Jesus - Luke 18:1-8.
2. Taught by the apostles -- I Thess. 5:17 --- "It is hard to go from your knees to doing evil."

a. Abraham Lincoln once said, "I have been driven to my knees many times by the      
  overwhelming conviction that I had no where else to go."

D. WHAT IS ACCEPTABLE PRAYER? --- "saying our prayers" is not necessarily praying - cf. Matt. 
    15:8.  Acceptable prayer is the proper blending of certain elements.

 1. Desire --- Rom. 10:1; Rom 1:10-11, 14-15.
 2. Reverence --- Matt 6:9; Isa 66:2.
 3. Must be in the name of Jesus Christ --- John 4:13-14; Eph 2:18;  I Peter 2:5.
 4. Sincerity ---  Matt. 6:5. --- Try not to preach the sermon in your public prayer!
 5. Obedient spirit --- Matt 6:10; I John 3:22; 5:14,15.
 6. Without sin held in the heart --- Prov. 28:9; Psa 66:18.
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 7. In faith or confidence --- James 1:6-8. 
 8. Submissively --- I John 5:14.
 9. With a forgiving heart --- Matt. 6:12-15.
10. Humbly --- Luke 18:9-14.
11. Unselfish --- James 4:2-3.
12. Confessing our sins --- I John 1:9.

E. DOES God hear the prayer of sinners?
1. This has been a subject of much controversy.

a. It cannot be denied that one needs to hear the Word and obey the Word of God ---
cf.    Prov. 28:8; 15:29 in order for God to hear our prayers.
b. Scriptures also teach that we are to be worshipers of God --- cf. John 9:31; John
4:23-     24.

2. However, the question must be asked - Who is a sinner?
a. II Thess. 1:7-9; Rom. 3:23.

1) If this is all who sin, then no one will be able to prayer.
2) But how is this possible, for we are to confess our sins in order that they
might      be forgiven.

b. Thus, the only conclusion one must be drawn to accept is the fact that their is a world 
   of difference between the alien sinner and the child of God who sins. {ie. The          
 relationship is different, not the consequences of their sin}

1) Who is an alien? --- cf. Eph. 2:12, 19.
2) One becomes a citizen when they are baptized into Christ - Gal. 3:26-27.

E. WHERE must prayer be conducted?
1. There is ample teaching that prayer on a whole should be conducted in privacy.

a. You should pray in secret for things that concern personal or private affairs cf. Matt 
   6:5-8.   Secret prayers should be in secret places.

2. Note these examples of private prayers:
a. Moses - Deut. 9:25
b. Samuel - I Sam. 15:11.
c. Elijah - I Kings 17:19-20.
d. Daniel - Dan. 6:10
e. Peter - Acts 10:9.
f. Cornelius - Acts 10:30.

3. Note the private prayers of Christ:
a. Mark 1:35
b. Mark 6:46-47
c. Luke 5:15-16
d. Luke 6:12
e. Luke 9:18
f. Luke 22:41-42

Conclusion:
A. The key to prayer is our attitude toward God.

1. Is God really our Father? --- Heb. 12:9; I Peter 1:17; Rom. 8:15-17.
2. Does He love us whether we do right or wrong? --- Rom. 5:8 ; Psa. 103:8-18.
3. Has God promised to provide for our needs? --- Matt. 6:8, 25-33; 7:11; Phil. 4:19.

Page 83 of  94



4. Does God want us to ask for what we need? --- Phil. 4:6.
B. Prayer is an essential part of Christian living and we will study it in more detail in the next few      
 lessons.

QUESTIONS ON PRAYER 

1.  Why don't we pray more? (Your own thoughts)

2.  Is prayer a commandment from God? (I Thess.5:16-18)

3.  Was prayer important to Jesus? (see Luke 6:12)

4.  What attitudes should we have in our prayers? (see Matt. 6:9-15)

5.  What are five ingredients in prayer? 
 

6.  When and how long should we pray?

7.  What are some promises that God has given us with regards to prayer?   

8.  How will a good prayer life affect a Christian? (James 1:5-8 & 17, 4:8 & 15)
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SECTION FIVE :
Lesson Twelve  :

Class # Twelve : PRAYER # 2
 A Study of Prayer

Introduction:
1. Through the centuries the people of God have prayed unto our Father in Heaven.   Thus, we would 
   expect to find the early disciples of Christ continuing in prayer. --- cf. Acts 2:42.
2. In studying Christian worship we must give attention to the subject of prayer.

a. It is one of the acts of worship.
b. It played an important part in the lives of early disciples.
c. It is our means of speaking to God.

Body:
   I. SOME GENERAL TRUTHS CONCERNING PRAYER.

A. Prayer is properly addressed to God, our Father in Heaven.
1. Jesus taught men to pray to, "our Father which art in Heaven ..." - Matt. 6:9.

a. Note the example of Jesus praying - John 17:1,5,24; Matt. 26:39,42; Luke 6:9.
2. The apostles taught men to pray to God, the Father - cf. Eph. 1:16-17; 3:14.
3. This does not mean that prayer has only been directed toward the Father for there are cases 
   where the Scriptures record prayer being directed/addressed to Jesus Christ.

a. Stephen prayed unto Jesus - Acts 7:59-60.
b. Paul may have prayed unto Jesus in II Cor. 12:8.

1) It goes without saying that these cases would indicate their realization that 
      Christ is the mediator who would make intercession for the saints before the 
    Father. - cf. John 16:23; Romans 8:34.

4. Prayer is never directed/addressed to the Holy Spirit.
a. It must be noted that though the Holy Spirit does make intercession for the saints -
cf.    Romans 8:26-28 there is not one example, necessary inference or direct command
that    prayer be addressed to the Holy Spirit.

B. Prayer is offered in the Name of Christ - cf. John 14:13.
1. This has not always been so:

a. In the Old Testament times men did not pray through Christ.
b. During Christ's personal ministry here on earth men did not pray in His name.

2. However, today, this side of the cross of calvary, Christ is now the one mediator between
God     and men - cf. I Tim. 2:5.

a. Note the graphics below {page 86} showing the steps of Alienation. Mediation,      
    Propitiation, and Reconciliation. 
b. It is thru this process and this process alone that we now enjoy the benefit of Christ 
   being our Mediator and Intercessor before the Father.

1) Without this process of reconciliation man would be alienated from God and 
   there would not be the avenue of prayer that is now open to all the Children
of     God today.

c. Without Christ on the cross and our obedient hearts the communication pathway is 
     closed.  Both these elements are needed for a successful communication to exist.

1) One must think of Christ as the means of communicating to God the Father 
    in much the same way as the telephone and the radio is a means of
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Figure 10 Step One - Man Sins
Figure 11 Step Two - Christ the Mediator

Figure 12 Step Three - Christ on the Cross Figure 13 Step Four - Fellowship renewed

communicating with others.

3. Christ ever lives to make intercession for us - cf. Heb. 7:25.

   II. KINDS OF PRAYERS - cf. I Tim. 2:1-2.

A. Supplications - {deesis} primarily a wanting, a need, then, an asking, entreaty, supplication, in the 
    New Testament it is always addressed to God and always rendered "supplication" in the Revised 
     Version.

1. Used six times in the King James Version.
a. Acts 1:14; Eph 6:18; Phil. 4:6; I Tim. 2:1; I Tim 5:5.

2. In the Revised Version it is rendered 12 times where it is "prayer" in the King James.
a. Luke 1:13; 2:37; 5:33; Rom. 10:1; II Cor 1:11; 9:14; Phil. 1:4; 1:9; II Tim. 1:3;
Heb      5:7 ; James 5:16; I Peter 3:12.

B. Prayers - the most general term, always used of prayer to God.
1. Matt. 21:22; Luke 6:12; James 5:17; Eph. 6:18; Phil. 4:6; I Tim. 2:8; 5:5; Heb. 13:18.

C. Intercession - "Primarily denotes a lighting upon, meeting with, then a conversation, hence a
petition .... It is a technical term for approaching a king, and so for approaching God in
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intercession.   To plead with a person, either for or against.  To make a petition on behalf of
another."
1. Rom. 8:26-27; 8:34; Heb 7:25; I Tim. 2:1.

D. Giving of Thanks - the expression of thankfulness.
1. Acts 24:3; I Cor. 14:16; II Cor. 4:15; 9:11-12; Phil. 4:6; Col. 2:7; 4:2; I Thess. 3:9; I
Tim.      2:1; 4:3; 4:4.

a. There are those who were unthankful - Rom. 1:21; Col. 3:15.

E. Petition - to ask.
1. I John 5:15.
2. From the same work as "ask".

F. Ask - to petition.   There are two words from which "ask" is translated.
1. aiteo - more frequently suggests the attitude of a supplicant, the petition of one who is

lesser in position than he to whom the petition is made; e.g. in the case of men asking
something from God - Matt. 7:7.
a. A child from his parent - Matt 7:9-10.
b. A subject from a King - Acts 12:20
c. Priests and people before Pilate - Luke 23:23
d. A beggar from a passer by - Acts 3:2
e. With reference to petitioning God, this verb is found:

1) In Paul's epistles twice - Eph 3:20; Col 1:9
2) In James four times - 1:5,6; 4:2,3
3) In I John five times - 3:22; 5:14,15 (twice), 16.

1.  erotao - more frequently suggests that the petitioner is on a footing of equality or
familiarity with the person whom he requests.
a. Used of a King in making request from another King - Luke 14:32.
b. Of the Pharisee who "desired" Chruist that He would eat with him.  This is an
indication of the inferior concept that he had of Christ - Luke 7:36; 11:37; John 9:15;
John 18:19.

NOTE: Jesus never used "aiteo" in the matter of making requests to the Father.   "The consciousness
of His dignity, of His potent and prevailing intercession, speaks out in this, that as often as He asks, or
declares that He will ask anything of the Father, it is always "erotao", an asking that is, upon equal
terms.   John 14:16; 16:26; 17:9, 15, 20, never "aiteo", that He uses." {From Synonym of the New
testament by R.C. Trench; found in Expository Dictionary of N.T. words by W.E. Vine, Vol 1. 79}

3. Observation:
a. In John 16:23 both verbs are used:

"in that day ye shall ask (erotao) me nothing" - not on an equal basis.
"Whatsoever he shall ask (aiteo) the Father" - the lesser asking of the greater.

b. John 14:14 - "a sin unto death, he shal ask (aiteo) - lesser of the greater.   There is
a sin unto death .... I do not say that he should pray (make request, R.V.). 

G. Request - denotes that which has been asked for.
1. Luke 23:24; 21:36; 22:32; Acts 4:31; 8:22; 8:24; 10:2; Rom. 1:10; I Thess. 3:10.
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   III. WHAT WE SHOULD CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR DAILY

A. For our daily needs:
1. Matt. 6:9-13.
2. Matt. 7:7-11.

B. To obtain mercy:
1. We need His mercy in forgiveness when in weakness we yield to temptation.

C. To find grace to help in time of need - Heb. 4:16.
1. We should not try and go it alone - Prov. 3:5-6.
2. When we are tempted to sin we need to ask for God's help.

D. That we might lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty - I Tim. 2:2.
1. For this reason we should pray for those in positions of authority.

E. Evoke God's blessings upon each other - I Tim. 2:2; Rom. 10:1; 2 Tim. 1:3; Phil 1:4; Col 1:3; 
    I Thess 1:2.

F. To offer our praise and thanksgiving unto God - I Thess. 5:18.
1. "In everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ concerning you"

G. On behalf of those who sin and ask our prayers.
1. Simon asked Peter - Acts 8:25.
2. For those who sin a sin not unto death - I John 5:16.

a. A sin of which he repents and confesses to God.

H. For our own forgiveness. - I John 1:7-10; 2:1-2.
1. God will forgive IF we will repent and ask His forgiveness, and if we are of the disposition 
   to forgive those who sin against us. - Matthew 6:14-15.

I. For the salvation of others - Romans 10:1.

IV.  HOW SHOULD WE PRAY? 

A. We should study "how we should pray" from both the negative and positive points of view, i.e., we 
   should pray "Not this way", "But this way".

PRAY NOT LIKE THIS
B
U
T

IN THIS MANNER

1. To be seen of men - Matthew 6:5  1. In the secret place - Matthew 5:6

2. To be heard of men - Matthew 6:5  2. To be heard by God - Matthew 6:9
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3. With vain repetitions - Matthew 6:7 3. With the Spirit and understanding -             
I Cor. 14:15-16

4. With unholy hands - I Tim. 2:8       4. With holy and righteous hands -                 
I Tim. 2:8

5. With wrath and doubting - I Tim. 2:8 5. IN Faith - Matthew 21:22; James 2:6

6. With a grudge in our hearts -                   
Matthew 6:15

6. With the spirit of forgiveness -                 
Matthew 6:15

7. With a heart filled with pride -                  
Luke 18:10-14

7. With a Spirit of humility - Luke 18:10-14

8. In the name of men or angels - I Tim. 2:5 8. In the name of Jesus Christ - John 16:23

  V.  PRAYING "IN SPIRIT AND IN TRUTH"

A. Pray "in spirit" - proper attitude.
1. True worship must be rendered "in spirit".
2. This means we must be sincere in our prayers, "fervent prayers". - James 5:16.
3. We should pray with an attitude of reverence and respect for God our Father before we come 
   to Him with our prayers. 

a. This means do not come before God for a chat as you would with a friend or your
best     pal. --- eg.  "Hey, I thought I would come over and have a chat --- ect."

4. In public prayers the one leading the prayer must speak loudly enough to be heard by all and 
   in words which all will understand, otherwise they cannot say "Amen" to his prayer. - cf.    
   I Cor. 14:15-16.
5. Those who follow the leader must also maintain the proper attitude in order to pray "in
spirit".

B. Pray "in truth" - as the New Testament teaches.
1. True worship must be rendered "in truth".

a. This means that our prayers must be according to N.T. teachings, i.e., directed by
God,     asked in faith, in the name of Jesus, etc.

2. Examples of prayer not "in truth".
a. Praying unto Mary, the mother of Jesus.

1) Mary is not God and she is not a mediator between God and men - I Tim.
2:5.

b. Praying to a "patron Saint", as practiced by Catholicism.
c. Praying contrary to the will of Christ or contrary to N.T. teachings.

1) Sinners praying for salvation, i.e., mourner's bench system of religion.
d. Asking God to forgive the sins of a brother who will not repent of and/or confess his 
   sins. - I John 5:16; 1:9.

C. NOTE: One may be very sincere (in spirit), but if his prayers are not "in truth" his worship is not true 
   worship, and will not be acceptable.
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  VI.  THE POWER OF PRAYER

A. NOTE: We do not believe prayer can and will change the Word of God, or that which the word   
   teaches.   Prayer cannot make salvation possible for those who will not believe and obey God's will. 
   But prayer has changed things and there is still power in prayer today. - I Peter 3:12.

1. An example of this is found in the prayer life of Christ.
a. Matthew 26:39, 42.

B. Example of the power of prayer.
1. Elijah and his prayer - James 5:17-18.

a. The very purpose of this reference is to illustrate the power of prayer.
2. Moses and his prayer - Exodus 32:31-32.

a. God had intended to "consume" the people and make of Moses a great nation. - cf. 
    vrs 9.
b. Moses prayed for God to forgive the sins of the people - cf. vrs 32.
c. Only those who sinned were then punished.

C. There is still power in the prayers of the righteous.
1. James 5:16 --- "Confess {your} trespasses to one another, and pray for one another, that you 
   may be healed. The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much."
2. God's ears and eyes are on the righteous - I Peter 3:12.

Conclusion:
A. We as Christians need to better understand the privilege that we have in prayer.
B. We need to be sure our prayers are in "spirit and in truth".
C. Lastly the more we talk to God in prayer the closer we will be drawn unto Him. 

***** Selected and Adapted from True Worship by Billy W. Moore *****

QUESTIONS ON PRAYER

 1. To whom is prayer properly addressed?

 2. Is it wrong to not pray in the "name of Jesus Christ?

 3. Study the charts on p. 87 and explain in your own words what this represents.

 4. What are the seven different types of prayer?
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 5. What is the difference between supplication and request?

 6. What is the difference between Intercession and petittion?

 7. List the nine aspects for whom/what we should pray!

 8. When we pray on behalf of others are we making intercession of mediation?

 9. List the eight ways one should not pray.

10. List the eight ways one should pray.

11. Explain in your own words the power that is found in prayer.
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SECTION FIVE :
Lesson # Thirteen :

Class # Thirteen : REVIEW 

Class # 1.
A. Why is it dangerous to accept any man's Word, without first checking it against the Scriptures?

1. Give two Scriptures that show this danger.

B. In your own words explain what you understand "the New Life" to be.
1. Scriptural references are needed.

C. Explain briefly how we are all "sons of God through faith."
1. Does this teach that we are "only" to have faith in Christ?
2. Prove by the Scriptures your answer.

D. Can a child of God so live as to be "eternally lost"?

Class # 2.
A. What is Faith?

B. Define the word "disciple" and then explain in your own words what you understand this to mean?

C. Why is Christian growth a duty to all who strive to live godly?
1. Is growth commanded?

D. Is it possible for one to begin this new life and look back, and still be pleasing unto God?

Class # 3.

A. Into what two major divisions is the Bible divided.
1. Please list the amount of books in each.

B. What three languages was the Bible originally written?

C. What is meant by "the Bible is Inspired"?

D. What three historical periods are represented in the Scriptures?

Class # 4.
A. Can the Bible be understood? Explain in your own words!

B. Under what Law do we now live and have as our standard of Authority?

C. List five differences between the Old Covenant and the New Covenant.

D. What is the purpose of the Old Testament and the purpose of the New Testament?
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Class # 5.
A. What is the proper attitude one must have if they are to study the Scriptures?

B. List a few avenues that many turn to, too rationalize their doctrines.

C. List the methods of Bible study.

D. Which of these methods is the most recommended?

Class # 6.
A. How can we establish the fact that Christ is the Head, and holds all authority?

B. Does the church today need an earthly head?  If not, why not?

C. How do we get the "mind of God" revealed unto us today?

Class # 7.
A. List the three methods of establishing Bible Authority.

B. What is the difference between "Specific" and "Generic" authority?

C. Is the Bible the absolute authority?

D. What do you understand question (c) to mean?

Class # 8.
A. Why must we respect the silence of God?

B. Is the silence of God as authoritative as if God had actually spoken it aloud?

C. Give two examples of where we must respect the silence of God.

Class # 9.
A. Why is there a need for Organization?

B. Why is the argument for the need of some other organizational structure of the church not a valid 
    argument? -- i.e. Churches must change with the times ect.

C. What is the difference in the work of the elder and the deacon?

Class # 10.
A. What is a denomination?

B. Why does the term "denomination" not fit in with the New Testament word "church"?

C. List a few points of distinction between the church belonging to Christ, and the Denominations of 
   men found today.
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Class # 11.
A. Why is prayer needful in the life of Christians?

B. Why do we not pray more?

C. Does God hear the prayer of sinners?  Explain your answer!

Class # 12.
A. List the two general truths concerning prayer.

B. List the kinds of prayer.

C. For what and whom should we pray for?

D. What is acceptable prayer?
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