
Lesson Six 



• Generally today the Campbell/Stone 
Movements are credited with starting the 
restoration movement - Not So! 
• Others predate these men and their 
movements in going back to the Bible to 
establish N.T. Christianity. 
• Others were independent of these men 
after their work began and spread. 
• When this country was new men came 
to find their relationship with God.  
• A number found that simple New 
Testament Christianity was all that was 
necessary. 



• WHAT WE WILL BE LOOKING AT HERE ARE: 

•  

•The works of James O’Kelley, Elias Smith, 
Abner Jones, & John Wright. 

•  
• In the later part of the 1790’s - 1800 in New 

England they pulled away from 
denominationalism. 

•  
• This was about 9 years before Alexander 

Campbell came to America. 



James O’Kelley 1735-1826

• He was a follower of Wesleyism - or Methodism. 
• On Dec. 25, 1784 John Wesley sent a letter to the American 
churches giving them their independence from the England 
churches and direction. 
• With it however was an appointment of Francis                
Asbury as head of the American Methodist Church. 

• A little about Francis Asbury. 
• His methods were harsh, and most difficult                                
to follow. 
• “It was his way or no way!” 
• Took control over the “Circuit Riders.” - Methodist 
circuit preachers. 
• Told them where they could and could not preach. 
• Scheduled them the way he wanted. 

• O’Kelley put forth legislation so if a preacher was assigned to 
somewhere he didn’t want to go he could apply for another 
place.  

• It was wholly rejected. 



James O’Kelley &  
The Methodist System 

• Asbury Sent 
Circuit Riding 
Preachers To 
Outlying 
Churches 

• An Elaborate 
Program 

• O’Kelley Felt He 
Should Be Able 
To Go Where He 
Wanted 



James O’Kelley 1735-1826

• James O’Kelley’s Response. 
• He didn’t like the idea of a man being set over the churches. 
• He didn’t like Asbury’s tactics. 
• Thought a circuit rider ought to be able to go where he 
wants. 
• He broke ties with the Conference. 
• On Dec. 25th, 1792 he proposed that circuit riders assigned 
by Bishop Asbury to circuits could appeal to the conference 
for a different circuit. 
• He proposed that the Bible be taken as final authority in 
doctrinal issues. 
• All fell on deaf ears resulting in his departure from the 
conference with about ½ of those in attendance. 
• O’Kelly and his followers kept the Methodist name for 
another 5 or 6 years calling themselves, “The Republican 
Methodists” 
• “Republican” meant “freedom” - They were free to pursue 
Bible truths. 



James O’Kelley 1735-1826

• August 4, 1794 - Rice Haggard, another preacher     

in the area, attended a conference at “Old Lebanon,” 

in Surry County, Va.  

• There he suggested they get rid of the deno- 

minational name and be called simply, “Christians.” - 

Back to the Bible. 

• With it the establishment of the first “Christian” 

church in America near Flavana, Virginia. 

• This marked the coming together of three groups into 

Christian unity: The Smiths, O’Kelleys & Jones. 

• Later, in 1804, this same Rice Haggard would move 

to Kentucky and suggest the same thing to another 

man there, Barton Stone.  

•Some accounts say that O’Kelley was with Haggard. 



James O’Kelley 1735-1826

• James O’Kelly’s Theology. 

• Very Close to N.T. Christianity. 

• Lord’s Supper on the 1st day of the week. 

• Collection - Free-will offering. 

• Singing, Preaching, Praying, admonishing the 

saints. 

• Failed at baptism. 

• Didn’t believe immersion was necessary. 

• Sprinkling was all that was necessary. 

• He was never immersed. 

• In 1789 he wrote Essays On Negro Slavery, 

which was one of the earliest anti-slavery tracts 

written by a clergyman. 



James O’Kelley 1735-1826

• Note the historical development that took place through his influences.  
• Many under his influence moved to Kentucky, Georgia, Tennessee 
and other places and found many in the Restoration Movement with 
whom they could unite.  
• In Georgia, one such group was the small band of at Skull Shoals in 
Oconee County.  

•In the 1840s, after being influenced through the Restoration Movement, 
they became known as Antioch.  

• One of its early converts was Nathan Smith.  
• However, the O'Kelley movement also went in other directions.  

• In 1856 the Christian Churches under O'Kelley formed the Southern 
Christian Convention.  
• In 1931 it merged with the Congregational Church to form the 
Congregational Christian Church.  
• In 1957 the denomination merged with the Evangelical and Reformed 
Church to establish the United Church of Christ. 
• James O'Kelley was one of our nation's first to unshackle himself from 
denominational error, and actively pursue the church we read of in the 
New Testament.  
• All this was done years before the influence of Barton Stone or Alexander 
Campbell was felt on the American Frontier.  

http://www.therestorationmovement.com/cmbla.htm
http://www.therestorationmovement.com/cmbla.htm


• Elias Smith (1769-1846) 
• Broke from the Baptists in New England 
• In 1789 he was immersed as a Baptist. 
• He leaned to the doctrine that all in the 
world would be saved - Universalism. 

• When Jesus died on the cross, it didn’t 
affect man’s salvation. 
• God was going to save everyone 
anyway. 

• He battled with this doctrine for 20 years 
before giving it up. 
• He made an effort, however, to establish 
N.T. Christianity. 

Elias Smith (1769-1846) 



• Moved From Mass. When He Was 8 Yrs. Old To 
Vermont. 
• 1793 Baptized Into Baptist Church, Woodstock, VT 
• Began To Preach 1801, Age 29 
• Began Planning At 21  
• Studied His Bible On His Own 
• Found Baptist To Be Unauthorized Name  
• Should Be A Christian Only 
• Organized 1st Free Christian Church In New 
England  
• Denied Calvinism And was Branded As a Heretic 
By Free-Will Baptists 
• Studied And Practiced  Medicine For Many Years 
• Mastered Hebrew, Latin & Greek Grammars 
• Started Christian Churches In Vermont, New  
Hampshire & Salem, Massachusetts 

Elias Smith (1769-1846) 



• His Journal 
• Began in 1808 - Called “The Herald of Gospel Liberty” 
• Later changed to “The Gospel Proclamation” 

• It was the first gospel teaching paper published in the new 
world. 
• The only religious paper of any kind preceding it was a 
missionary paper produced in Scotland by the Haldane brothers 
in the 1790’s. 
• In it he taught people how to be Christians. 
• He taught how to stay faithful, similar to some of our modern 
day Church papers, Gospel Advocate., The World Evangelist, 
Firm Foundation, Banner of Truth etc. 

• In 1810 he started a church at Woodstock, Vermont. 
• In 1816 he began battling with the Universalism doctrine. 

•  Said, if God is going to save everyone, then what’s the use in 
teaching. 
• He quit preaching & sold his paper & went home. 

• About 1818 there was a resurgence of this battle with Universalism 
resulting with a total abandonment of it by 1826 - then began 
teaching the gospel. 

•He didn’t know Campbell or Stone or of them.  

Elias Smith (1769-1846) 



Elias Smith (1769-1846) 



Elias Smith (1769-1846) 



• John Wright Was A Member Of A German Free-Will 
Baptist Group 

• Known As “Dunkers” – German For “Immersers” 

• Began Comparing Baptist Doctrine To Baptist Doctrine 
And Found Discrepancies 

• When Comparing Baptist Doctrine To Scripture, Found 
Discrepancies 

• Taught That The Bible Was All-Sufficient For Faith & 
Practice 

• The Lord’s Supper Should Be Taken On The 1st Day Of 
Every Week 

• Thought Baptism Was Essential To Eternal Salvation, But 
Not For Forgiveness Of Sins – Later Changed This Belief 

• His Actions: Took 16 Baptist Churches Away From Baptists 
Near Salem, Indiana - Called the new groups Churches of 
Christ 

• In All This He Had Never Heard Of Alexander Campbell 

An Indiana Movement 



The Further Movements in The USA 



A Virginia 
Movement 

• Bullard was Born In Massachusetts  In 1809 

• Early Influence Of Methodists Who Taught 
One Must Have A Holy Spirit Experience. 

• His Study Found Holy Spirit Worked Only 
Through The Word Of God. 

• Baptized By Landon Duncan Dec. 11, 1830. 

• 1831 Studied Medical, Became Doctor. 

• Preached His 1st Sermon On Baptism. 

• Organized A Church After The Ancient Order 
In Catawba, Craig County, 1833 

• By 1836 He Had Planted Six Churches 

• Followers were Called Bullardites 

• Moved to Snowville, Montgomery County, 
Snowville Church Became Known As “Little 
Jerusalem” Of S.W. Virginia 

• Never Heard Of The Campbells’ Until 1839 
Finding Their Teaching Similar To His 

• Preached 60 Years & Baptized 8000-10,000 



A Georgia Movement - Around 1819 

•Two men, Sheldon C. Dunning (1780 – 1858) and Christian 
Hermân Dasher (1789-1866) were responsible for churches in 
Savannah and later Valdosta in early 19th century. 

• A group of Salzburger Lutherans living about 30 miles north 
of Savannah. 

• Theology: 
• Came from a Lutheran background. 
• Began comparing Lutheranism to Scripture, found problems. 
• Began looking for someone who would baptized, whereas 
Lutherans sprinkled. 

• Heard from a friend, Mrs. Sarah Threadcraft of a man in 
Savannah who was baptizing he went to him. 
• His Lutheran preacher wouldn’t do it. 

• About 1825, Dasher, and a group of 30 or more persons 
moved from Ebenezer about 150 miles west to the wire-
grass area of Lowndes County - still meeting today, the 
Central Church of Christ is the oldest in Lowndes County, 
there in Valdosta. 
• This was independent of the Campbell/Stone Movement. 



 Around 1819, Christian Herman 
Dasher Began To See The 
Need For Immersion 

 He Was Introduced To Sheldon 
C. Dunning In Savannah Who 
Immersed Him 

 In 1825, Dasher & 30 More 
Left, Moving To Lowndes 
County And Establishing N.T. 
Christianity 

A Georgia Movement 
- Around 1819 



The Rock Creek, Colbert County, Alabama 

Movement - Before 1826 

• John Taylor, reared in the Baptist Church. 
• Read the Bible and had problems with what Baptists taught. 
• He aspired to preach, but felt he needed someone to baptize him. 

• He found one Baptist minister that consented to baptize him 
for the remission of his sins. 
• They agreed to meet at a certain creek bank one night after 
midnight. 
• Taylor arrived early, but the Baptist preacher never showed. 
- Stayed till daylight. 

• When he found the preacher, he found that the man had lost heart 
saying if anyone found out, it would be certain trouble for him. 

• Through continued “pestering” the man finally agreed to do it 
if he promised never to tell who did the baptizing. 
• Once baptized, Taylor began preaching baptism for the 
remission of sins, After The Ancient Order In Lauderdale/ 
Colbert /Franklin Counties, Alabama 
• Someone once told him he was a Campbellite. 
• He said he’d never heard of Campbell. 
• He said he found his doctrine from the Word of God. 



The Influence Of John Taylor 



John Taylor 
Born: Feb. 20, 1807 

Died Feb. 19, 1885 

Mary M. 

wife of 

John Taylor 

Born Jul. 27, 1808 

Died Jan. 11, 1868 

In great poverty and through 

bitter persecution John Taylor 

Preached the Gospel in Ala. and Miss. 

from 1830 to the time of his death. 

This stone is erected by his brethren 

of the Lord as a token of their appreciate 

ion of his labors as a Father and Minister 

in the Church of Christ  



The Efforts Of Benjamin Lynn. – The Kentucky Years. 

• Lynn came from Pennsylvania to Bardstown, KY in 1772 
• Brought two men with him: John Ritchie and John Gilkey. 

• They started distilleries in Kentucky. 
• Bardstown was known for its production of liquor. 

• This was really before Bardstown got its name. 
• Area still relatively untouched. 
• Had rich virgin timber land. 
• The Indians were very spread out in the area. 
• Only just a few cabins together made up the little 
community. 

• Very soon after arriving the Revolution began. 
• The British had stirred up the Indians against the white 
man. 
• Raids broke out, people killed, homes burned, etc. 
• Many of the area settlers fled to nearby Fort Harrod, 
including Lynn and his friends. 



The Efforts Of Benjamin Lynn. – The Kentucky Years. 

• During this time Lynn was studying his Bible. 
• George Rogers Clark: 

• Brother to William Clark of “Lewis & Clark” fame. 
• But George was famous as well. 
• Had fought against Chief Pontiac in Indiana in the Indian wars. 
• Was appointed to protect that region in Kentucky. 
• He was in charge at Fort Harrod. 
• Most importantly he was a friend to Benjamin Lynn. 

• Surrounded By The Indians. 
• On one occasion the Indian attacked the fort. 

• Surrounded the fort. This continued for 6 months. 
• A stalemate took place. The Indians couldn’t get in. 
• The settlers couldn’t get out. 

•  Benjamin Lynn had spent 7 years among Indians back in 
Pennsylvania. 

• He could speak their language ; He knew their ways. 
• He would break out at night to spy on the Indians. 
• In the dark he would converse with the Indians to find out 
their plans. 
• He would bring back food for the settlers. 



The Efforts Of Benjamin Lynn. – The Kentucky Years. 

• After the wars with the Indians Lynn went back to 
Bardstown deciding to preach. 

•  Didn’t preach Baptist doctrine, just the Bible. 
• Local Baptists didn’t like it. 
• He pulled away from them. 

• In 1805 
• He had heard of B.W. Stone, but didn’t know him 
personally. 
• He traveled 80 miles north to ask him if he 
would baptize him for remission of sins. 
• Took several days to get to Cane Ridge through 
the woods. 
• He found Stone who baptized him for the 
remission of his sins. 



The Efforts Of Benjamin Lynn. – The Alabama Years. 

• His Move To Huntsville, Alabama: 

• In about 1810 he decided to move to North Alabama. 

• He went to Huntsville with his daughter Esther 

Chisholm & her husband John Chisholm. 

• Also brought with him daughter Rachel DeSpain & 

her husband Marshall DeSpain. 

• He began preaching in the Huntsville area. 

• He was Alabama’s first located preacher. 

• In 1814 he organized the church in Huntsville, 

Alabama. 

• In the fall of 1814 Benjamin Lynn died. 

  

•*Note: At this time Campbell is still working with the 

Baptists and Stone has broken with the Presbyterians, but 

his influence had not reached this far south. 



The Efforts Of The Chisholm’s . – The Alabama Years. 

• After Lynn’s Death the Chisholm’s moved To Florence, 

Alabama. 

• Daughter Esther and John Chisholm moved to a few 

miles north of Florence, Alabama. 

• Began worshipping in their home. 

• Studied with neighbors. 

• In 1824 a church was organized that still meets 

today. 

• Now called “Stoney Point” Church of Christ. 

• The oldest continuing church in Northwest Alabama. 

•The Chisholm graveyard is the oldest in Northwest, 

Alabama, located on Chisholm Road about six miles north 

of Florence. 



The Movement in New York - 1818 

In 1818 a church in New York sent a letter to "the churches 
of Christ, scattered over the earth," asking them for a 
statement of their views and practices. These letters were 
later printed in The Christian Baptist, a paper edited by 
Alexander Campbell (1788-1866). Before printing the 
circular from New York, Campbell explained the importance 
of the correspondence between these churches. "The faults 
and blemishes of those who have attempted a better order of 
things, are not without benefit to us who inquire after the 
ancient order of things. Many of these societies have 
progressed well, all things considered: and their attempts 
and efforts, however they may be disapprobated, are of more 
real importance to be known that the doings of Luther and 
Calvin, and other reformers from ancient popery." 
(Reference: The Christian Baptist, Volume 5, Issue 4, 
November 1827). 



The Movement in New York - 1818 

The Church In New York: 

In the letter sent out by the church in New York, it was stated they 

would bind only those things "which can be clearly adduced from 

the New Testament. “Following the pattern of the early Christians 

they met together every Lord's day. The services started with a 

public prayer, after which the congregation sang a hymn, led by 

one of the elders. Then they would have a scripture reading, 

observe the Lord's supper and give of their means (cf. 1 Cor. 16:1-

2; Acts 20:7). One of the elders or brethren would then give 

"exhortation from the word of God." After a period of praise, a 

prayer would be offered and the congregation dismissed. In 

accordance with the law of Christ they required "that all whom we 

receive into fellowship should believe in their heart, and confess 

with their mouth, that Jesus is the Christ; that he died for our sins, 

according to the scriptures; and that upon such confession, and 

such alone, they should be baptized" (cf. Acts 8:35-39). The letter 

was signed on March 1, 1818 by the congregation's two elders and 

three deacons. (Reference: The Christian Baptist, Volume 5, Issue 

4, November 1827). 



The Old Philadelphia Meetinghouse, Viola, Tn 

• South of McMinnville, Tenn. 
• A group of citizens came together with the 
desire to worship. 1805 or early 1806. 
• They united on the Bible alone. 
• Two years later some of the members 
moved down the Cumberland Gap into North 
Alabama at Bridgeport, beginning the work at 
Rocky Springs.  

• Rocky Springs still meets to this day. 
• It is the oldest church in the state of 
Alabama. 

• This work began where none of the members 
had heard of Alexander Campbell of Barton W. 
Stone. 



Old Philadelphia, Viola, Tennessee 



• One more item worthy of note is the tombstone of 
William Rogers at the Cane Ridge meetinghouse near 
Paris, Kentucky. It simply reads: 

William Rogers 
Born In Campbell Co., VA. July 7, 1784, 

Removed With His Father To 
Caine Ridge, Bourbon Co., Apr. 1798 

United With The Church Of Christ 
At Caine Ridge In 1807 

Died Feb. 15, 1862 
In The 78th Year Of His Age 

•  
•At the time William Rogers was "united with the 

church of Christ at Caine Ridge," Alexander Campbell 
was but a young man in his teens, still living in Ireland.  
•The "church of Christ" was not started by Campbell, 

nor does it follow his teaching.  

In Conclusion: At Cane 
Ridge, Ky 



If Alexander Campbell Founded A Church …. 

• Where is the creed for it? 
• Every church founded by man has a creed 
that is distinctive for that particular faith.  
• It is endorsed for those who believe that 
way and is made a test of fellowship for 
members of that denomination.  
• If Campbell ever wrote a creed or if any of 
his followers wrote one which is used 
authoritatively in the church of Christ or in 
any other church which                             
someone thinks was founded by him, then 
why cannot it be produced? 



If Alexander Campbell Founded A Church …. 

• Where is the name for it?  
• The name "Campbellite" would not answer for it because no 
group of people call themselves by that name.  
• If there are those who are so misinformed who would adopt a 
name their enemies try to fasten on them, even Campbell would 
disavow them, since one of the distinctive features of his 
preaching was the urging of professed followers of Christ to 
cast aside human names and resume the divinely given name: 
Christian. 
• The name "Campbellite" was originated by those who felt the 
force of the argument against themselves for wearing such 
unscriptural designations as Presbyterian, Baptist, Catholic, 
Methodist, etc., but who would not give them up and take the 
name "Christian" alone.  
• Being unwilling to give up their party names and being unable 
to find scriptural authorization for them, the adversaries of the 
restoration of New Testament Christian in America simply 
sought to fasten on those intrepid Christians a human name to 
make their own 'appear less nefarious. 



If Alexander Campbell Founded A Church …. 

• What are its distinctive doctrines?  
• Every denomination in America founded by men or women has either (a 
doctrinal point or a combination of them featured, and usually originated, by 
its founder which makes that group different from others and different from 
the New Testament church also.) 
• For example, some peculiar features of the Mormon Church, founded by 
Joseph Smith, were the practices of polygamy and baptizing for the dead. A 
peculiar doctrine of the church founded by Mrs. Mary Baker Eddy was the 
unreality of sin and of death. Distinctive features of the church founded by 
Mrs. Ellen G. White were the observances of the Jewish Sabbath and the 
prohibiting of the eating of pork. Martin Luther emphasized the doctrine of 
Justification by Faith Only, and those who subscribed to that and other 
things he taught, peculiar to himself, are correctly called Lutherans.  
• Now if it could be shown that there is any church today teaching doctrines 
which Alexander Campbell taught or featured different from the New 
Testament church, then it might be appropriate to call such a group 
"Campbellites."  
• Such a group does not exist that I know of. It is certain that the religious 
body known throughout the world as "Churches of Christ" teaches nothing 
which was peculiar to Campbell. 



Our Challenge …. 

We invite investigation to make sure that what is 
taught as doctrine originated with Christ and his 
apostles and not with uninspired men and women 

since the first century A. D.  

Acts 17:11 
“These were more fair-minded 
than those in Thessalonica, in 

that they received the word with 
all readiness, and searched the 

Scriptures daily to find out 
whether these things were so.” 


