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The Beginning of the Reformation 

Movement 
• 1380 - 1410 Wycliffe Manuscript  

•        John Wycliffe (Wycliff) was the first 
person to produce hand-written copies of 
the Bible in the English language... before 
Gutenberg invented the printing press in 
the 1450's.  

• Wycliffe New Testament manuscripts are 
the earliest copies of God's Word                
in the English language. 



The Beginning of the Reformation 

Movement 
• John Wycliffe – (1328-1384) 

– English clergyman who studied and taught at Oxford for most of his life. 

– The Setting – Roman Church owned most of the property in England 
and Europe. 

– Clergymen were nothing more than immoral and dishonest land 
owners. 

– They Heavily burdened the people. 

– In 1376 wrote Of Civil Dominion 

– In it he declared that there needed to be a moral basis for 
ecclesiastical leadership. (All priests should be good men) 

– Said land ownership was the root of the problem. 

– The king at the time, John of Gaunt, was delighted to relieve the 
Roman church of its property to ―purify the priesthood.‖ 

» This also gave Wycliffe English Royal protection. 

• Led to church reform in 1378. 



The Beginning of the Reformation 

Movement 
• After 1379 Wycliffe began opposing Catholic dogma. 

– Authority of the Pope 

• He insisted in writing that the Pope was not the head 
of the church, Christ was! (Call the Pope – Anti-
Christ!) 

• That there were only two orders of officers in the 
church: elders and deacons. 

– The Bible, NOT THE CHURCH, was the sole authority for 
man. The church should re-model itself after the pattern 
of the N.T. 

– In 1382 – Opposed the doctrine of Transub-         
stantiation, private masses, extreme unction     
(anointing the sick, from James 5:14,15),                            
& purgatory, etc. 

 



The Beginning of the Reformation 

Movement 
– Solidified with the preparation of a translation of N.T. in 

English – 1382. 

• O.T. finished by Nicholas of Hereford in 1384. 

• Wycliffe’s views condemned in London in 1382. 

• He was forced to retire to his rectory at Lutterworth. 

• He founded a group of lay preachers called Lollards. 

– They went throughout England teaching Wycliffe’s 
ideas. 

– Until in 1401 the Roman church forced the statute De 
Haeretico Comburendo through Parliament making the 
teaching of Lollard ideas punishable by death. 

– 31 years after his death, he was declared a heretic, his bones 
removed from their tomb, burned and the ashes thrown into 
the Avon river. 



The Beginning of the Reformation 

Movement 
• John (Jan) Hus – (1373-1415)  

– Students of Hus had come from Oxford, England where                 
they had been indoctrinated by Wycliffe, sharing these views with 
him. 

– Bohemian (Prague) pastor of Bethlehem chapel and rector of the 
university of Prague in 1409 developed the views of Wycliffe to 
rely on the authority of Scriptures. 

– 1409 – headed the National Bohemian Party in cause of 
reform. 

– Was excommunicated by both the archbishop and the 
pope, and later the Council of Constance condemned him 
as a heretic. 

– His desires to reform the church in Prague made him a papal 
enemy resulting in being burned at the stake July 6, 1415. 

– In 1413 He wrote De Ecclesia (De=About / Ecclesia = the Church). 



The Beginning of the Reformation 

Movement 
• John Huss, a Catholic priest and professor at         

the university of Prague was burned at the stake 
for preaching the Gospel of Christ.  

•  Burning of John Huss on July 6, 1415. 

– John Huss was burned at the stake for preaching 
the Gospel of Christ. Before he was burned he 
said this to his executioners:"You are now going 
to burn a goose, (the name of Huss signifying 
goose in the Bohemian language), but in                  
a century you will have a swan whom                  
you can neither roast nor boil."  

 



The Beginning of the Reformation 

Movement 
• After His death the Taborites (radical followers of Hus) 

developed. 

– More fully withdrew from Roman Church. 

– 1450 – Some of the Taborite group formed Unitas  
Fratrum (Unity of Brethren, or United Brethren) or 
Bohemian Brethren. 
• By 1517 they had 200,000 members and two printing 

presses. 

– From this group the Moravian church exists today. 

• The U.S. headquarters are in Pennsylvania. 

• Known as the ―John the Baptist of the Reformation‖ — 
Meaning — Forerunner of the Reformation. 



The Beginning of the Reformation 

Movement 
• Savonarola (1452–1498) (Florence, Italy) 

– A writer and became Dominican Monk in 1474. 

– Assigned to Florence in 1490. 

– Tried to reform both state and church. 

• Preached against the evil life of the pope. 

• He was offered the position of Cardinal in hopes 
that he would be loyal to the church, but he 
refused. 

– He was arrested and tortured for six days 

• He confessed to doing wrong under torture. 

• He retracted his confession and was hanged and his body 
burned in 1498. 



The Beginning of the Reformation 

Movement 
• Savonarola /Girolamo and the Bible 

– Our Florentine saint was mighty in the Scriptures but unfortunately the only 
"bible" available to him at that time was the corrupt blunt sword of the Roman 
Catholic Latin Vulgate Version. Even with that mighty handicap our hero held the 
hell bound spellbound as he expounded the Holy Scriptures: 

– "Nevertheless, when it was a question of convincing others, silencing the conceit 
and importunity of the learned, or of winning general belief for extraordinary 
things, the authority of a book was indispensable in that age. But what authority 
could he accept save that of the Holy Scriptures, the only book in which he 
had faith? Who would dare to resist the word of the Lord? The Bible had been 
the surest guide of his youth, the consoler of his griefs; it had educated and 
formed his mind. There was no verse in it that he had not committed to 
memory, no page that he had not commented on, and from which he had not 
derived some idea for his sermons. By force of study and meditation he had 
ceased to regard the Bible as a book. It was a world, a living, speaking, infinite 
world, in which the past, present, and future were revealed to him. He could not 
open the Holy Scriptures without feeling exalted by the thought of reading the 
Word of God, and he discerned in it the microcosm, as it were of the whole 
universe, the allegory of the whole history of the human race." (Villari, Life and 
Times of Giralomo Savonarola, pp. 117-118 ). 



What Catholicism Had Become: 

• Simony 

– By "simony" is meant the purchase of an office in the 
church, the name and the offense coming from Simon 
Magus (the Sorcerer), who offered Peter money for the 
power to confer the Holy Spirit (Acts 8:9-24) 

• Simony was reformed by Gregory VII. 

• It had grown up in the church as the feudal system 
came into being. 

– The ecclesiastical vacancies were sold to the highest 
bidder. 

– The most unsuitable persons became bishops and 
abbots (Mediaeval and Modern History, Myers, 
p.115-116)  



What Catholicism Had Become: 
• Indulgencies – 

– This was the purchase of forgiveness, both now and after death. 

– John Tetzel's sale of Indulgences was the occasion for Martin 
Luther's break with Rome – 1517 

– According to Roman teaching, purgatory is very much the same as 
hell, only it does not last as long, but all have to pass through it. 

– The pope claimed to have the authority and power to lessen or 
remit these sufferings.  

– It began with Popes Pascal I (817-824) and John VIII (872-882)  

– It was very profitable  

– Soon came into general use 

– They were offered as inducement to go on crusades or wars 
against heretics, etc. 

• This became a way of ―selling the privilege of sin‖ (Halley's Bible 
Handbook, Halley, p.787) 



• Indulgencies – ―We find that the gracious acts of Christ           
and all the Saints are indeed laid up in Heaven and can be 
shared.  The doctrine of the indulgences flows from this 
understanding. According to the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church: 

– 1471 "An indulgence is a remission before God of the 
temporal punishment due to sins whose guilt has already 
been forgiven, which the faithful Christian who is duly 
disposed gains under certain prescribed conditions through 
the action of the Church which, as the minister of 
redemption, dispenses and applies with authority the 
treasury of the satisfactions of Christ and the saints." 

What Catholicism Had Become: 



• French control of the papacy (1303-1378) 

– Benedict XI (1303-1304) 

– After his death, papal place moved from 
Rome to Auignon, France 

• "Babylonian Captivity" of the papacy (1305-
1387) 

– Burdensome taxes were imposed  

– Church offices were sold for money 

• The Papal Schism (1377-1417) 

– Two sets of popes, one at Rome, one at 
Auignon  

– Each set claimed to be "Vicar of Christ" 

The Popes Of The Renaissance Period – 

Notice Their Corruption 



• Renaissance Popes (1447-1503) 

– Nicolas V (1447-1455), authorized the king of Portugal to 
war on Africans, making slaves of them. 

– Paul II (1464-1471) filled his house with concubines 

– Innocent VIII (1484-1492) had 16 children by   various 
married women. 

• Pope Innocent VIII denounced an epidemic of Demonology, 
a contagious infection spread through Bitter Herbs.  

• In 1487 Innocent VIII endorsed the Malleus Maleficarum: 
The Hammer of Witches, a witch-hunting manual written 
by two Inquisition monks. It accused women of destroying 
men by planting Bitter Herbs throughout the field. 
 

– Alexander VI (1492-1503) was called the most corrupt of 
the Renaissance popes (Halley's Bible Handbook, Halley, 
p.778-779) 

The Popes Of The Renaissance Period – 

Notice Their Corruption 



• Council of Pisa, Italy (1409) - It purposed two main objects: 

– On March 5, 1409, the College of Cardinals called the Council 
of Pisa to end the Babylonian Captivity and Great Schism, which 
had divided Western Christendom for over seventy years.  

• The restoration of peace, by a restoration of unity of the 
church. Since 1378 two popes ruled: George XII in Rome, 
Italy and Benedict XIII in Avignon, France. The council of 
Pisa was to seek union of papal power, but failed. 

• The Babylonian Captivity preceded the Great Schism. It was 
a period of approximately seventy years (1305-1377) when 
the pope ruled from Avignon in southern France. Italian 
patriots called it the Babylonian Captivity because they 
likened this period when the popes were completely 
dominated by the French king to the seventy years when the 
Hebrews were captive in Babylonia. 

The Councils Of The Renaissance 

Period – Notice Their Corruption 



• Council of Pisa, Italy (1409) - It purposed two main objects: 

– Many of the popes of the Babylonian Captivity led wicked lives, 
maintaining a luxurious and expensive court. The city of Rome greatly 
resented the stay of the popes at Avignon, and finally, in 1377, the papal 
court returned to its own city.  

– One year later, Gregory XI died and the people of Rome compelled the 
cardinals to elect an Italian, Urban VI. However, he did not get on with his 
cardinals who were mostly French, and they soon disowned him, elected a 
new pope, and moved to Avignon.  

– There were now two popes, one at Rome and one at Avignon. This is 
known in history as the Great Schism.  

– The second, the reformation of it in head and in members. 

• There were twenty three cardinals and either in person or by proxy, 
some two hundred bishops, nearly three hundred abbots, with doctors 
of theology and of the canon and the civil law, little short of five 
hundred, and others in assembly. 

• It lasted a little more than four months; from March 25 to August 7, 
1409 

– The council became deserted by many of its principal members and was 
adjourned for three years. 

The Councils Of The Renaissance Period 

– Notice Their Corruption 



• Council of Constance (1414-1418) far surpassed that of Pisa, and any which 
followed. 

– The council proposed three objects: 

• To bring Schism to an end 

– The Council of Pisa deposed both popes, and elected a new one. 
However, neither of the popes would give up his office, and thus 
there were now three popes! Under these confusing circumstances, 
none of the three was fully recognized as pope.  

– At last in 1417, the Council of Constance elected an Italian cardinal 
as Pope Martin V. The other three popes, weary of the troublesome 
state of affairs, gave Martin their support, and so the Roman 
Church once more had one head. 

• To pass a judgment on the doctrines of Wycliffe and Huss 

• To carry out that same reform, a reform of the church in head and in 
members, which for all that were true of heart had been long the 
dearest object of their desire; and which the mournful experience had 
not yet taught them was never through a council to be obtained. 

• The pope's aim was to bear the council in hand till a decent opportunity for 
getting rid of it shall arrive. 

The Councils Of The Renaissance Period 

– Notice Their Corruption 



• The Unam Sanctam – (Urged By Faith) 

– Pope Boniface VIII and Philip IV, the Fair, 
(King of France) (1285-1314) were in a 
mortal quarrel. 

– Letters were exchanged, and all decencies 
of language on both sides were cast away. 

– In the end, the famous bull, called Unam 
Sanctam from the opening words, was 
published on Nov. 18, 1302. 

• It declared that every human being was 
subject to the Roman Pontiff, which is 
necessary for salvation.  

• Philip was not terrified by this! 

• Philip led a band of lawless soldiers in an 
attack on Boniface and gained victory. 

The Councils Of The Renaissance Period 

– Notice Their Corruption 



• False Doctrines the Roman Catholic Church perpetrated 
upon the Christian world up through the Dark Ages: 

• False Doctrine Approximate Date Instituted 

– Holy Ghost Baptism   A.D. 135  

– Premillennialism   A.D. 135  

– Infant Baptism 1st       Advocated A.D. 150 

– Total Hereditary Depravity  A.D. 400  

– Salvation by Faith Only  A.D. 400  

– Necessity of Infant Baptism A.D. 431  

– Worship of Mary   A.D. 431  

– Extreme Unction   A.D. 528  

– Emperor Justinian Declares John II "Lord of the 
Church”     A.D. 533  

– Apostolic Succession Claimed A.D. 577  

The Roman Catholic Church  

Dark Ages Thru The Renaissance Period  



• False Doctrine       Approximate Dare Instituted 

– Boniface becomes  "Head of all the Churches“
      A.D. 606/607 

– Burning of Candles  A.D. 701 

– Incense Ordered Into Use A.D. 795 

– Fasting/ Fish Eating/ Lent/ Good Friday 
      A.D. 998 

– Rosary Beads   A.D. 1000 

– Holy Water    A.D. 1009 

– Clergy Celibacy Enforced A.D. 1123 

– Sales of Indulgences  A.D. 1190 

– Mass a Sacrifice of Christ A.D. 1215 

– Transubstantiation   A.D. 1215 

The Roman Catholic Church  

Dark Ages Thru The Renaissance Period  



• The First congregation or „church of Christ‟ in 
Britain has been dated to be meeting in Oxford 
in A.D. 1157 

• Elsewhere A.D. 1390 in Hill Cliff, Wales, and 
another in A.D. 1417 

• The Cambridge congregation.  

– It was located in what is now a suberb of Cambridge. 
Being a few minutes walk from the town centre. 

• Like the Hillcliffe and Oxford congregations, they are interesting 
on six accounts: 

• They were autonomous. 

• They practised baptism by immersion for remission of sins. 

• They met prior to the continental Anabaptists who date their 
appearance to January 21, 1525. 

• They were pre-Reformation 1517. 

• They were pre-English separation (1596).  

• They saw themselves as the true Church of Christ, not a 
denomination.  

The church of the Lord 

Dark Ages Thru The Renaissance Period  



• This congregation met separately from the Catholic Church in 
their members homes.  

• It consisted of six people, primarily two families. They practised 
baptism (by immersion) for remission of sins and were 
congregational.  

• They had no separate clergy, but did have men who preached. 

• Gray, lord Bishop of Ely complained in 1457 of the existence of 
this congregation meeting in Chestertown, modern day 
Chesterton, a suburb of Cambridge, about ten minutes walk 
from the town centre of Cambridge.  

• This congregation of believers was severely persecuted, 
whether they continued or not we don‟t know.  

• The six of them were accused of heresy and condemned to 
abjure, and do penance half naked, with a faggot at their backs, 
and a taper in their hands, in the public market-place of Ely and 
Cambridge, and in the church-yard of Great Swaffham.  

• The charges against them in substance were, that they denied 
infant baptism, that they rejected extreme unction and said that 
the pope was antichrist, and his priests were devils incarnate. 

 

The church of the Lord 
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• Another group of 'Anabaptists' were arrested at Ely on April 3, 
(Easter Sunday) 1575, a hundred years after the Chesterton 
congregation.  
– Religious festival days such as Easter were a favourite time to arrest 'heretics' 

dues to their lack of participation in such services.  

– Easter, Christmas and the Lord's Day was always a good time to arrest 
Christians, as they were missing from services! 

• With the spread of the gospel such churches existed in number 
by the 1550s and in the year 1549 Bishop Burnet says “There 
were many Anabaptists in several parts of England who say that 
„infant baptism is no baptism”.  

• Dr Some said in 1587 that several Anabaptist congregations 
were in London and other places.  

• In the book „Believers Baptism from Heaven and of Divine 
Institution‟ published in 1691 by Hercules Collins, minister of a 
church of Christ in Wapping denies that England received 
baptism from Smith and states that believers baptism was being 
practised in England prior to Smith.  

– Information from:  www.Traces-of-the-Kingdom.org.uk  

The church of the Lord 

Dark Ages Thru The Renaissance Period  

http://www.traces-of-the-kingdom.org.uk/
http://www.traces-of-the-kingdom.org.uk/
http://www.traces-of-the-kingdom.org.uk/
http://www.traces-of-the-kingdom.org.uk/
http://www.traces-of-the-kingdom.org.uk/
http://www.traces-of-the-kingdom.org.uk/
http://www.traces-of-the-kingdom.org.uk/

