
Our Salvation

(“…Now our salvation is nearer than when we first believed”–Rom. 13:11)

The enclosed series of lessons will be used as a format for the in-class teaching of adults
and young people for the next three months.  Our teachers have prepared lesson plans for these
lessons.  This program of teaching is designed as an aid to the parents' personal obligation of home
study with their children.

Your part in this study will be to give your children ten to twenty minutes of study each
day, five days a week.  Each day study one DAILY STUDY selection from the next Sunday's lesson,
thereby covering all five DAILY studies each week.  It is suggested that you use the Memory Work
the first day, so it may be learned through repetition the following days.
    

To assist you in relating the verses to the  coming Sunday's class, these lesson outlines are
provided to you in advance for the entire 13 weeks.

DO NOT LET YOUR CHILDREN DOWN . . . . . . Set aside a certain portion of each
day for Bible study (such as each evening after supper). Make it a Habit and the be Consistent, and
your children will reap the benefits the rest of their lives.  The remembrance of these few minutes
will cause them to be thankful always.

Each child will be given credit in class each week for memory work and participation in
all five DAILY STUDIES.  This recognition is arranged so that he may make up any previous week's
work missed when absent.

Unless otherwise noted, all scripture quotations this quarter are from the New King James
Bible.  If you prefer to memorize the memory verses from another good translation, that will be fine.
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Memory Verse:  “He became the author of eternal salvation to all who
obey him,” — Heb. 5:9

WEEK 1
An Over View of Our Salvation

Day 1 Our Salvation Is A GREAT Salvation. (“So great a salvation”–Heb. 2:3)
1. Great because of its author. (Heb. 5:8,9; 12:2)
2. Great because of its benefits.

a. Saved from past sins. (Heb. 9:15; 10:3,4; cf. Acts 2:38; 22:16)
b. Saved from present sin. (Heb. 6:19; 1 John 1:7-10;2:1)
c. Saved from future wrath. (2 Thess. 1:7-9; Rev. 21:3-8)
d. Saved for a better life now and hereafter. (Lk 18:29,30; Tit. 2:11,12)

Day 2 Our Salvation Is A SPOKEN Salvation. (“which first began to be spoken by the
Lord”–Heb. 2:3)
1. It does not depend on feelings from within or “better felt than told” experience.
2. It does depend on word from without–word from the Lord and those who heard him.

a. Have His word on our salvation. (Mt. 28:18-20; Mk. 16:16).
b. Have His word on heaven. (John 14:2)

Day 3 Our Salvation Is A CONFIRMED Salvation. (“confirmed to us by those who heard
Him,”–Heb. 2:3)
1. Those men claimed Holy Spirit guidance. (cf. Jn. 14:48).
2. Those men confirmed their claim by the miracles they did. (Mk. 16:17,18; cf Mt.

9:1-8). Note: Jesus nor apostles asks anyone to just take their word for claims without
giving objective evidence. We claim salvation from God, must give objective
evidence.

3. Those men wrote of our salvation in self-evidently inspired Book. 

Day 4 Our Salvation Is A CONDITIONAL Salvation (“How shall be escape if we
neglect…”–Heb. 2:3)
1. If it can be neglected it must be conditional.
2. It is conditional at every level.

a. Salvation from past sins is conditioned on obedience. (Mk. 16:16; Acts 2:38;
22:16)

b. Salvation from present sins is conditioned on obedience. (1 John 1:9; Acts 8:22)
c. Salvation from the wrath to come is conditioned on obedience. (Heb. 5:8,9).

Day 5 Our Salvation Is An ETERNAL Salvation. (“Author of Eternal Salvation”–Heb. 5:9)
1. “Eternal” in world to come. (Mk. 10:30; cf. Rom 13:11)
2. Salvation begins with forgiveness and completed at the end. (Rom. 2:10).
3. Salvation is not eternal in this life in the sense that once you receive it you can never

lose it. (1 Cor. 10:12; Heb. 3:12-19).
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Memory Verse:  “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God
is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” — Romans 6:23

WEEK 2
Our Salvation And Sin.

Day 1 What Is Sin?
1. Sin is “missing the mark”. The Greek word for sin is “HAMARTIA”, which literally

means a missing of the mark.
2. Sin is transgressing the [God's] law (KJV) or lawlessness (NKJV, ASV). (1 John 3:4;

Rom. 4:15; 5:13)
3. Sin can be active–actively violating God's law; or it can be passive–failing to do what

God's law demands. (Jas. 4:17).
4. All unrighteousness is sin. (1 John 5:17).

Day 2 What Is The Origin Of Sin?
1. It originated in the world when the first couple disobeyed God's law for them.

a. Read the story in Genesis 3.
b. From Adam sin spread to all. (Rom. 5:12-19).

2. It originates in each person when his own lust gives birth to sin. (Jas. 1:14,15). It is not
inborn. (We will study “Total Hereditary Depravity” in Week 9 of this series.)

Day 3 What Are The Effects Of Sin?
1. Physical death (with all its agents) hardships came upon all mankind the result of

Adam's sin. (Gen. 3:9-24; 1 Cor. 15:22).
2. Eternal death (separation from God) in hell is the wages of sin. (Rom. 6:23; Matt.

5:29-30; 18:9; Mk. 9:47; 2 Pet. 2:4).
3. One's personal sins may or may not effect him physically, but they always effect him

spiritually.

Day 4 Who Has Sins?
1. All responsible people sin. (Rom. 3:10-23; 1 John 1:8,10)

a. Since sin is transgression of law, obviously one who is incapable of understanding
law would not sin.

b. The context of Rom. 3:10,23 makes it clear that the “all” in these two verses do
not include little children.
i. These had “gone out of the way”, not born astray. (v. 12)
ii. These had tongues that spoke deceit. (v. 13).
iii.These had mouths full of cursing. (v. 14).
iv. These had feet swift to shed blood. (v. 15)

c. Jesus is only one ever to live in the flesh without sin. (1 Pet. 2:22).

Day 5 What About The Consequences Of Sin?
1. Of course, guilt and condemnation of the sinner is the ultimate consequences of sin.

a. This consequence only effects the person who does the sinning.
b. This consequence is the only one completely removed in this life by salvation.

2. There are many other consequences of sin that may effect others than just the guilty
party. — Drunkenness can lead to poverty. — Sexual promiscuity can lead to disease.
Can you think of other consequences that may be passed on to others?
Note: We will study guilt and salvation from sin in others lessons in this series.
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Memory Verse:  “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and
that not of yourselves; it is the gift of, not of works lest anyone
should boast.”

WEEK 3
The Grace Of God And Our Salvation.

Day 1 The Meaning Of Grace.
1. Some one has said it means “unmerited favor”. That seems to be the idea. Thayer says

it “contains the idea of kindness which bestows upon one what he has not deserved”
2. It is used in the sense of a gift bestowed upon another. (cf. Eph. 2:7,8).
3. It is used in the sense of a privilege bestowed upon another.

a. Paul referred to the privilege of preaching the gospel as the “dispensation (or
stewardship) of the grace of God.”

b. Paul referred to the privilege of giving as a grace bestowed on the Corinthians. (2
Cor. 8:1,2,7).

Day 2 The Need For God's Grace.
1. Man's disobedience or sin made him need grace. (Read all of Roman 5).
2. Once man sins, he can be saved only by the grace of God. Man cannot remove the

condemnation brought upon him by his own sin.
3. Consider: If we are not under law today, we have no sin–because sin is not imputed

where this is no law (Rom. 5:13). Therefore we have no need for grace if we have no
sin. (More on this in the next lesson).

Day 3 Some Manifestations Of God's Grace.
1. The giving of His Son for our sins with all the blessings that grow out of that grand act

of God on our behalf. (Rom. 5:1-11; Eph. 2:4-10).
2. The giving of the gospel as the power of salvation was an act of grace.

a. The gospel revealed to the apostles was indeed “the grace of God” and Paul said
he was given the dispensation or stewardship of it. (Eph. 3:1-7).

b. The grace of God (the gospel) teaches us how to live in this present world. (Tit.
2:11,12)

c. What ever is accomplished by the gospel is done by the grace of God.

Day 4 The Acceptance and Rejection The Of God's Grace.
1. God's grace is not irresistible. It can be accepted or rejected.

a. People can be persuaded to continue in the grace of God. (Acts 13:43).
b. People can fall from grace. (Gal. 5:4; Heb. 10:29; 12:15).
c. If grace is irresistible, as Calvinists teach, then none of the would warnings and

admonitions would be needed.
2. God's grace is accepted or rejected as one accepts or rejects the gospel.

a. Those in Achaia had believed through grace, yet they had believe through the
ministers of the gospel. (Acts 18:27; 1 Cor. 3:6).

b. The gospel that Paul preached was the “gospel of the grace of God”. (Acts 20:24).
It was also called “word of His grace”. (Acts 14:3).

c. If one can accept or reject the gospel, he can accept or reject God's grace.

Day 5 The Abuse Of The Grace of God.
1. One abuses the grace of God by thinking it allows him to continue to sin. (Read all of

Romans 6).
2. One abuses the grace of God by thinking that it fails to take his sins into account,

rather than offers man opportunity to be forgiven. Romans 4:8 does teach that there are
those to whom God does not impute sin, but these are those who have acknowledged
theirs sins and are forgiven. (Read Psalm 32:1-5).
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Memory Verse:  “But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and
continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the
work, this one will be blessed in what he does.” — James 1:25

WEEK 4
Law and Our Salvation

Day 1 God Has Always Made Man Responsible To Law.
1. From Adam until Moses man was responsible to law. (Rom. 5:13,14; 2:13-15).

a. Adam broke God's law–His instructions about the trees of the garden.
b. Other patriarchs given laws or rules of conduct by God at various times and in

various ways.
2. God gave Israel the written law of Moses. They were responsible for keeping it.

a. It was good and spiritual. (Rom. 7:7-14)
b. It proved to be death because it was not kept and had no provision for ultimate

redemption.
3. Gave has given law for the Christian age.  We are responsible for doing it. (Jas. 1:25).

Day 2 Law and Sin
1. Sin is by the Bible's own definition “lawlessness” or transgression of law. (1 John 3:4).
2. God does not impute sin where there is no law. (Rom. 5:13).
3. If we are not under law today, Christ's role as judge makes no sense.

a. By what standard will he judge us, if there is no law?
b. Why does he warn that he will say to many, “Depart from Me, you who practice

lawlessness”? (Matt. 7:21) If there is no law there could not be lawlessness.

Day 3 Grace and Law
1. It is ironical that those who advocate that Christians are free from all law are those who

emphasize this freedom(?) as a part of being under the grace of God. Yet, the very
thing that make grace so badly needed i.e., sin, would be impossible if we are totally
free from law. If no law, then no sin; if no sin then no grace.

2. It is true that those under grace are not under “the law” (Rom. 6:14,15 KJV).
a. The context shows that Paul was not considering law in general, but a specific law

— the law of Moses, which he often called simply “the law”.
b. Paul himself plainly declares that Christians are indeed under law: “under law

toward Christ” (1 Cor. 9:21); “the law of faith” (Rom. 3:27); “the law of the Spirit
of life” (Rom. 8:2).

Day 4 Christians and Law
1. Christians are not bound to the law of Moses. (Rom. 7:1-4; Col. 2:14-17).
2. Christians are bound to the law of Christ.

a. To do “perfect law of liberty”. (Jas. 1:21).
b. To fulfil the “royal law”. (Jas. 2:8).
c. Warned not to transgress law by showing partiality. (Jas. 2:10,11).
d. To fulfill the “law of Christ”. (Gal. 6:2)
e. Under New Covenant, God's laws are written on hearts. (Heb. 8:10)

Day 5 Salvation and Law.
1. We are to speak and act as those who will be judged by the law of liberty. (Jas. 2:12).

If we are judged by law then law must have something to do with salvation.
2. We are made free from sin by obeying law.

a. Made free from sin when obeyed “form of doctrine” (Rom. 6:17,18).
b. Made free from sin by “law of Spirit of life”. (Rom. 8:2,3).
Note: We will study in later lessons some of the specifics of God's law for salvation.
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Memory Verse:  “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of
water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.” — John 3:5

WEEK 5
The Holy Spirit and Our Salvation.

Day 1 Who or What Is The Holy Spirit?
1. Holy Spirit is no mere “thing”, “force”, nor “influence”, but a divine person.

a. Notice the personal pronoun (“He”) that refers to Him. (John 14:26; 15:26).
b. He has attributes that belong to persons rather than things: Has knowledge (I Cor.

2:10,11); Has a mind (Rom. 8:27); Has power to love (Rom. 15:20); Can be
grieved (Eph. 4:30); Bears witness (John 15:26); Makes intercession (Rom. 8:26);
Can search (1 Cor. 2:10); can speak (1 Tim. 4:1); Can forbid. (Acts 16:6).

2. He is called: Holy Spirit (Ghost–KJV), Spirit, Spirit of God, His Spirit, Spirit of
Jehovah, Spirit of the Lord, Spirit of Truth, Spirit of Christ.

Day 2 What Are Some Of The Works Of The Holy Spirit?
1. His work in material creation. (Gen. 1:2; Job 26:13; 33:4).
2. His work in spiritual creation.–The incarnation of Christ. (Luke 1:35; Matt. 1:18); The

giving of N.T. law. (John 14:26; 16:7-15; Matt. 10:20); The giving of N.T. church–day
of Pentecost. (Acts 2)

Day 3 What Does The Holy Spirit Have To Do With The Word Of God?
1. His work in Old Testament Scriptures.

a. Holy men of old spoke as moved by Holy Spirit. (2 Pet. 1:21).
b. What David wrote is attributed to the Holy Spirit. (Heb. 3:7-11).

2. His work in New Testament Scriptures.
a. Revealed to Apostles and prophets by Spirit. (Eph. 3:1-5; 1 Cor. 2:10-13).
b. Things Paul wrote were commandments of God. (1 Cor. 14:37) because he was

among those who had the “mind of Christ” revealed to them by the Spirit. (1 Cor.
2:12-16).

Day 4 What Part Does The Holy Spirit Have In The Conversion Of A Sinner?
1. Christians have indeed been born of the Spirit or converted by Holy Spirit. (John 3:5)
2. Our conversion is accomplished by the preached word of God as the instrument. (1 Pet.

1:22-25).
a. Our souls are purified “through the Spirit” (v. 22).
b. Our souls are purified “in obeying the truth”. (v. 22).
c. We have been born through the word of God. (v. 23).
d. “Now this is the word which by the gospel was preached to you.” (v. 25).

3. We are converted when we believe what Holy Spirit revealed about the Christ and do
what Holy Spirit says to be saved.
a. Cannot know that Jesus is Lord except by Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 12:3), yet things

written that we might believe. (John 20:31). If we believe what is written in
Scriptures about the Lordship of Jesus, then we believe it by the Holy Spirit.

b. When we are baptized as the Bible teaches, we are baptized “by one Spirit” (1 Cor.
12:13). After that baptism we have “newness of life” (Rom. 6:4). We are born
again– “of water and the Spirit”.

c. Conversion or the new birth is not some mystical “better felt than told” spiritual
experience, but simply believing and doing what the Spirit says in the gospel that
has been preached to us.

Day 5 What About The Holy Spirit And The Christian After Conversion?
1. Holy Spirit given to those who obey God. (Acts 5:32; 2:38).
2. Holy Spirit dwells in Christians. (Rom. 8:9).
3. Holy Spirit makes intercession for Christians. (Rom. 8:26)
4. But, in none of this is there any indication that the Christian is guided, influenced or

instructed in any way except through the word. Nor is he given any power by the Holy
Spirit except the power of the gospel.
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Memory Verse:  “For if you do not believe that I am He, you will die
in your sins.” (John 8:24).

WEEK 6
Faith And Our Salvation

Day 1 What Is Faith?
1. Faith is believing something based on evidence or testimony. We have been given the

evidence concerning Christ in the Scriptures to produce faith in us. (John 20:30,31).
2. “Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” (Heb.

11:1).
a. We have not realized the things hoped for yet, but they are real to us by faith based

on the evidence of the Scriptures.
b. We have not seen many things the Bible talks about, but they are real to us based

on the testimony of the Scriptures.

Day 2 How Does One Get Faith?
1. Not by some miraculous implantation into the heart.
2. By the word of God. (Rom. 10:17; Acts 15:7; 18:8).

a. Believe on Jesus through Apostles, word. (John 17:20)
b. Apostles' word written to produce faith. (John 20:31).
c. The “word of faith which we preach” is sufficient to produce faith without some

kind of miraculous personal encounter with Christ. (Rom. 10:6-8).

Day 3 Why Does One Need Faith?
1. To please God. (Heb. 11:6).
2. To be saved. (Acts 16:31; Mk. 16:16).
3. To be justified. (Rom. 5:1).
4. To walk acceptably in this life. (2 Cor. 5:7; Gal 2:20).
5. To avoid dying in sin. (John 8:24).

Day 4 What Kind Of Faith Saves?
1. Not a faith that is alone or “faith only”. (Jas. 2:14-26).
2. Faith that works by love. (Gal. 5:6).
3. Faith that leads to obedience and blessing follows obedience. (Read Heb. 11)

a. “By faith Abel offered…”, then “he obtained witness that he was righteous” (v.
3)

b. “By faith Noah … “prepared an ark”, then “the saving of his household” (v. 7).
c. “By faith Abraham obeyed..” (vs. 8,9,17), then he was blessed.
d. “By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after they were encircled for seven

days.” (v. 30).

Day 5 A Summary: “By Grace you have been saved through faith”. (Eph. 2:8,9)
1. Grace is the underlying motive or force behind all of God's acts toward sinners.

a. By grace He planned man's salvation.
b. By grace He sent and gave his Son for man's salvation.
c. By grace He gave man the revelation of Himself and His will, etc.

2. Faith is the underlying motive or force behind all of man's acts of obedience toward
God.
a. By faith man repents toward God.
b. By faith man is baptized.
c. By faith man lives for God.

3. It is not by grace in the mind of God without any further action on His part that we are
saved, nor is it by faith in the heart of man without any further action of his part.
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Memory Verse:  “Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but
now commands all men everywhere to repent,” — Acts 17:30

WEEK 7
Repentance And Our Salvation

Day 1 What Is Repentance?
1. The basic meaning used in the New Testament is “afterthought, change of mind,

repentance” (W.E. Vine).
2. In the New Testament it means a change of mind in reference to sin that causes one to

turn away from it. (Acts 8:22) Sometimes a change of mind in reference to God that
causes one to turn to Him. (Acts 20:21).

3. It is not mere sorrow, though one who repents must be sorry. (2 Cor. 7:9-10).
4. It is not mere reformation, though one who repents must reform. (Acts 26:20).

Day 2 Who Needs To Repent?
1. Sinners repentance. (Luke 15:7)
2. Hence, “All men everywhere” need to repent at some time or the other (Acts 17:30).

All have sinned. (Rom. 3:10,23).
a. Jews need to repent. (Acts 5:31).
b. Gentiles need to repent. (Acts 11:18).

3. Alien sinners need to repent. (Acts 2:38).
4. Erring Christians need to repent. (Acts 8:22).

Day 3 Why Does One Need To Repent?
1. Because God commands it. (Acts 17:30).
2. Because of the judgement day. (Acts 17:31; 2 Pet. 3:9-18).
3. Because God has been so good to us that we ought to show our gratitude to Him.

(Rom. 2:4; John 3:16).
4. Because it is repent or perish. (Luke 13:3,5).

Day 4 What Leads To Repentance?
1. Godly sorrow. (2 Cor. 7:9,10).
2. Goodness of God. (Rom. 2:4).
3. Longsuffering of God. (Rom. 2:4; 2 Pet. 3:9).
4. Preaching that convicts men of sin. (Acts 2:36-38).

Day 5 What Must Follow Repentance?
1. Obedience for the remission of sins. Repentance alone will not bring forgiveness, but

it is a necessary pre-requisite to forgiveness. Both “repentance” and “remission of sins”
needs to be preached. (Luke 24:47)
a. Aliens are to “repent AND be baptized” for remission of sins. (Acts 2:38).
b. Erring Christians are to “repent AND pray” for forgiveness. (Acts 8:22)

2. A life consistent with repentance. (Acts 26:20; Matt. 3:8)
a. Walking in a new life. (Rom. 6:4)
b. No longer serving sin. (Rom. 6:17-23)
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Memory Verse:  “You see then that a man is justified by works, and
not by faith only.” — James 2:24

WEEK 8
Works and Our Salvation

Day 1 How justified by works, but not of works?
1. Paul uses Abraham as an example of one justified not by works (Rom. 4:2,3)
2. James uses Abraham as an example of one justified by works (Jas. 2:21-24).
3. Each uses same O.T. quotation as a proof text. (Rom. 4:3, Jas. 2:23).
4. Obviously each writer had in mind a different kind of works.

a. Paul was writing from the perspective of the kind of works demanded by the law
of Moses (“the law of works–3:27) and relied upon by the Jews. These works if
they had really been performed would merit salvation and give the worker a right
to boast. But, no one completely performed them, so they must rely upon grace for
justification rather than works or merit.

b. James was writing from the perspective the kind of works demanded by the law
of liberty (Jas. 1:25) or “law of faith” (Rom. 3:27). These are works done in
obedience to the faith (Rom. 1:5; 16:26).

c. Abraham was not justified nor could he be by the kind of works associated with
the law of Moses, but he was justified by the works associated with faith.

Day 2 Works That Do Not Save
1. Works of which we could boast. (Eph. 2:8,9). We can not save or redeem ourselves,

we are not products of our own works but we are His workmanship. (v. 10). Yet, as
His workmanship we must walk in good works.

2. Works of the law (Rom. 9:32; Gal. 2:16).
3. Works of Darkness. (Rom. 13:12; Eph. 5:11).
4. Works of the flesh. (Gal 5:19ff).

Day 3 Works That Do Save
1. The works of God. Faith being one such work. (John 6:28,29). If salvation is not of

works of any kind, then it is without faith.
2. The works of obedience to Christ. (Phil. 2:12).
3. The works that show our faith. (James 2:14-26).

Day 4 Is Baptism A Work That Saves?
1. Baptism does save. (1 Pet. 3:21; Mk. 16:15,16).
2. Baptism is to wash away sins. (Acts 22:16; Acts 2:38).
3. Baptism is act in which one dies to sin and is raised to walk in new life. (Rom. 6:3,4).

Day 5 Works and The Judgment.
1. Every man judged according to his works. (Rev. 20:12)
2. Each will receive at judgement “according to what he has done” (2 Cor. 5:10).
3. Those who do the will of the Father will enter the kingdom of heaven. (Matt. 7:21)
4. The difference between saved and lost is difference between those who did certain

things and those who did not do them. (Matt. 25:31-46).
5. Vengeance to be taken on those who do not obey. (2 Thess. 1:7-9).
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Memory Verse:  “Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden,
and I will give you rest.” — Matt. 11:28)

WEEK 9
Depravity And Our Salvation.

Day 1 The Doctrine Of “Total Hereditary Depravity”
1. The doctrine as stated in the Presbyterian Confession of Faith: “By this sin (eating the

forbidden fruit) they (our first parents) fell from their original righteousness and
communion with God, and so became dead in sin, and wholly defiled in all the
faculties and parts of soul and body. They being the root of all mankind, the guilt of
this sin was imputed and the same death in sin and corrupted nature conveyed to all
their posterity descending from them by ordinary generation. For this original
corruption, whereby we are utterly indisposed, disabled, and made opposite to all good,
and wholly inclined to all evil, do proceed all actual transgressions.”

2. Suggestion for today's study: Make a list of all the reasons you can think of for either
agreeing or disagreeing with the above statement.

Day 2 Various Applications of the Doctrine of Total Hereditary Depravity.
1. Infant damnation. If this doctrine is true then infants are born lost in sin. Consistent

Calvinists teach that this is so. Infant baptism was designed to remove this inherited
sin.

2. The direct operation of the Holy Spirit upon the sinners heart to convert him. If one has
such depraved nature, he cannot change without some kind of miraculous power to
change him.

3. Man has to sin. He has little or no choice in the matter. It is just in his nature that he
inherited. It is as natural for him to sin as it is for water to run down hill.

4. For today's study: Make a list of reasons for agreeing or disagreeing with these three
applications of the doctrine.

Day 3 An examination of texts used to support this doctrine.
1. Psa. 14:2,3; Rom. 3:10-18. This proves that men were and are very wicked, but it does

not prove that they were born that way. In fact, it says they had “gone” aside or astray–
rather than being born that way.

2. Psa. 51:5. It assumed by the advocates of the depravity doctrine that it was David's sin
and iniquity are under consideration. It was already present in order for David to be
conceived in it. It was not his, unless he sinned before he was conceived. Would the
statement, “In anger, my mother spanked me” refer to his anger or his mother's anger?
Think.

3. Eph. 3:2. “By nature the children of wrath”. “Nature” here is from a word that means
something has become our nature by habit of long practice. “a mode of feeling and
acting which by long habit has become nature” (Thayer). Even Adam Clark who
believed in total depravity would not use this verse to try to prove it: “The words in the
text have often been quoted to prove the doctrine of original sin, but, though that
doctrine be an awful truth, it is not, in my opinion, intended here…The apostle appears
to speak of sinful habits; as we say HABIT is a second nature …” (Clarke's Commen-
tary).

4. Psa. 58:3. Does not say they were born astray, but go astray after they are born
speaking lies.

Day 4 An examination of texts that refute this doctrine.
1. Gen. 8:21. Man became a sinner from youth rather than birth.
2. Heb. 12:9. (See also Eccl. 12:9; Acts 17:28). God is the Father or our spirits. We are

His offspring. He gave us our spirits. Now did we inherit a depraved spirit from Him
or did he give us such a spirit.

3. Ezek. 18:20. The child does not bear the iniquity of the father.
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4. Matt. 18:3. To become converted and become as little children would be to be
converted and become little sinners, if that doctrine is true.

5. 1 John 3:4. Sin, its very nature, cannot be inherited. It is a violation of law. Or it is an
omission of law. It is something one either does or fails to do–not something that he
inherits.

Day 5 An examination of some consequences of this doctrine.
1. It takes away the Lord's invitation to “come unto me all…”. If one is so depraved, he

cannot come until the Lord sends him the Holy Spirit to destroy his “sinful nature”. It
puts the Lord in the place of one who would tell his child to come to him, but has him
tied up to where he cannot come, then punishes him for not coming.

2. It makes God a respecter of persons unless He sends His Holy Spirit to release every
one of his inborn nature.

3. It causes one to be lost for sins that he did not commit but were transferred to him by
having been born.

4. It means that if a baby dies before regeneration, he would be lost.
5. See if you can think of other consequences of this doctrine.
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Memory Verse:  “Little children, let no one deceive you. He who
practices righteousness is righteous, just as He is righteous.” — 1
John 3:7.

WEEK 10
Righteousness And Our Salvation

Day 1 Two Systems that allow man to be judged righteous while practicing unrighteous-
ness–Ancient Gnosticism and Modern Calvinism.
1. GNOSTICISM: “The word ̀ Gnostic' is derived from the Greek gnosis, knowledge, and

they were so designated because of their claims to superior knowledge.
  Gnosticism … was an admixture of paganism and corrupt Christianity. Basically, the
theory regarded evil as an ever-present characteristic of matter, and its advocates were,
therefore, unable to accept the doctrine of the incarnation - the assumption of flesh on
the part of the Lord - on the ground that they believed it impossible for sinless deity
to occupy a material body. They hence argued that the body of Jesus was not real, but
an illusion and that the sufferings on the cross were apparent and not actual. The
theory, in its practical aspects, was especially pernicious because its devotees were led
into a course of conduct essentially wicked and vile in nature. Inasmuch as they
regarded their bodies as evil, they concluded that their spirits were independent of
them, and thus undefiled by them. They contended that once regenerated, they were
pure in spirit, and it mattered not what the body did, since it was inherently evil
anyway. They lived lives of unrestrained indulgence, on the ground that a jewel might
lie in a dunghill and be just as much a gem as the most costly case! They believed that
it was inevitable that their bodies should sin, and they argued that a thorough
understanding of these matters left them free to indulge in any course of action they
preferred. It was this alleged superior knowledge that prompted them to style
themselves gnostics. (A Commentary on the New Testament, Guy N. Woods)

2. CALVINISM.
a. AS EXPRESSED BY DENOMINATIONAL WRITERS. “We may quarrel with

the term imputation, but will find it difficult to get quit of the thing this intimated
by it. When the righteousness of Christ is said to be imputed to us, the meaning is,
that God so places it in our account, that in the eyes of the law we are held
righteous, and there for treated accordingly. … But if we allow the imputation of
our sins to Christ, and of Adam's guilt to his posterity, the imputation of the
Redeemer's righteousness cannot be consistently denied. These doctrines stand or
fall together.” (Publisher's Note to Barnes Notes on Romans 4).

“We take the position that a Christian's sins do not damn his soul. The way a Christian
lives, what he says, his conduct, or his attitude toward other people have nothing
whatever to do with the salvation of his soul… All the prayers a man may pray, all the
Bibles he may read, all the churches he may belong to, all the services he may attend,
all the sermons he may practice, all the debts he may pay, all the ordinances he may
observe, all the laws he may keep, all the benevolent acts he may perform, will not
make his soul one whit safer; and all the sins he may commit from idolatry to murder
will not make his soul in any more danger.” (“Do A Christian's Sins Damn His Soul?”
by Sam Morris.)

 “If I understand what Sam Morris means to be (sic) that all our sins are covered by the
blood of the Lord Jesus Christ, and if that is what he means, I endorse him. So I will
turn right over here and read in Romans, the fourth chapter, `What shall we say then
that Abraham our father, as pertaining to the flesh, hath found? For if Abraham were
justified by works, he hath whereof to glory; but not before God, and it was imputed
unto him for righteousness.” Salvation is imputed, and righteousness is imputed….Our
sins are covered by the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the blood never takes a
vacation. It is on all the time…I am depending on the blood of Jesus Christ and the
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substitutionary righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ for my eternal salvation. … He
(Curtis Porter) depends on what he does, and as they sang a while ago, ̀ Hold to God's
Unchanging Hand,' you are doing the holding. I am not holding, God holds me. … the
Lord keeps me, kept by his power, saved by His grace, covered by His blood, and His
substitutionary righteousness is given to me…His righteousness is imputed to me; my
sins are all counted against him. Unless you get that thought in your mind, you are a
lost sinner - unsaved - you are trusting in yourself, depending on what you do instead
of depending on the Lord Jesus Christ for your eternal security.” (Ben Bogard in
Porter-Bogard Debate pp. 364, 365)
b. AS EXPRESSED BY A BROTHER. “While it is possible for a Christian to leave

God's grace, I do not believe it is probable. As a matter of fact, I believe that many,
if not most, Christians never lose their relationship with God from the day they are
baptized into Christ until they finally enter heaven itself. Christians who are in the
light of God are continually saved (1 John 1:7). When they sin their sins aren't
even charged to them but rather their Lord Jesus who is paying their debt (Rom.
4:8,23-25). That means that as long they are in the light they are forgiven
immediately when a sin is committed. Because of their sensitivity and commitment
they will pray about their sins but the sin is forgiven because that is one of the
benefits of being in the light (1 John 1:7)” (J.B., The Highland Announcer, Vol.
11, No. 17, May, `82 via G.O.T. 2/2/86).

Day 2 The Doctrine of the Imputed Righteousness of Christ.
1. This doctrine teaches that a Christian's unrighteousness is covered by the personal

righteousness of Christ. So, when God looks at the Christian he does not see his
unrighteousness, but sees the righteousness of Christ instead. The Bible does not teach
this.

2. The Bible teaches that the blood of Christ washes our sins away, thus making us
righteous by having our unrighteousness taken away. (Matt. 26:28; Acts 2:38; Rev.
1:5; Acts 22:16).

3. Taken to its logical conclusion, the doctrine of imputed righteousness makes it
impossible for a child of God to fall from grace. (cf. Gal. 5:4).

Day 3 First John Counters Any Claims To Fellowship With God Without Walking In The
Light.
1. Read 1 John 1:5-2:1.
2. Gnostics and Calvinists look at fellowship with God as a state of being rather than a

course of action.–“Walking” in the light is a course of action.
3. Walking in light does not mean sinless perfection, that is, that one never takes a step

into darkness. But it does involve confessing sins to our Advocate, thus stepping right
back into the light.

4. One cannot “know God” without commandment keeping. (1 John 2:3,4)
5. One cannot be “in Him” without keeping his word. (2:5-11).

Day 4 First John Counters Any Claims To Righteousness Without Personal Righteousness.
1. Read 1 John 2:28-3:10.
2. Must abide in him to have confidence in judgment. (2:28)
3. Those in him practice righteousness. (2:29).
4. Those in him purify themselves. (3:3).
5. “He who practices righteousness is righteous” and is of God. (3:7,10).
6. He who practices sin is a sinner and is of the Devil. (3:4-10).
7. Modern imputed righteousness doctrine is just warmed over Gnosticism that John was

refuting in 1 John.
8. Again, one is made righteous by the blood of Christ when he is saved and he is keep

righteous by doing righteousness and confessing his sins to be forgiven of any
unrighteousness.

Day 5 First John Counters Any Claims To Loved Without Personal Commandment
Keeping.
1. One who claims to love God must keep God's commandments. (5:2)
2. One who claims to love brethren must keep God's commandments. (5:3).
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Memory Verse:  “He chose us in Him before the foundation of the
world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love.”
— Eph. 1:4

WEEK 11
Predestination And Our Salvation.

Day 1 The book of Ephesians tells about God's eternal purpose for us in Christ that was
planned before the foundation of the world. — Read the entire book today, if
possible.

Day 2 What The Bible Teaches About Predestination.
1. Eph. 1:3,4,11

a. Chosen IN HIM before foundation of world to be holy. 
b. Predestined to sonship BY JESUS CHRIST.
c. Have obtained predestined inheritance IN HIM.

2. The predestination is the means by which we have these thing — IN CHRIST.
a. The predestined ones are those who have trusted in Christ after having heard the

gospel. (Eph. 1:13).
b. Every characteristic to which we were predestined is accomplished in Christ when

we obey him. Those who obey Him are a HOLY nation, a CHOSEN generation.
(1 Pet. 2:9,10). Those adopted as sons are done so by faith when they are baptized
into Christ. (Gal. 3:26,27).

Day 3 What Calvinists Teach About Predestination.
1. “God's decrees are wise, free, and holy acts of the counsel of his will, whereby, from

all eternity, he hath, for his own glory, unchangeably fore-ordained whatsoever comes
to pass, especially concerning angels and men.”–Presbyterian Catechism.

2. This means that if one lies, God ordained it. If one steals, God ordained it etc.
3. If this is true, then there is no need to preach the gospel because God has already fixed

our destiny and that of all others.

Day 4 Some Proofs(?) of Calvinistic Predestination Examined.
1. Acts 22:14 Ananias told Saul, “The God of our fathers has chosen you”. But, to what

had he been chosen? To bear the Lord's name to the Gentiles. (Acts 9:15). He was a
chosen vessel to be an apostle to the gentiles. This does not refer to his having been
chosen before the foundation of the world to be a Christian.

2. Acts 13:48 “As many as were appointed (ordained — KJV) to eternal life believed”.
To  say the ordination or appointment took place before foundation of world is an
assumption. If they were ordained unto eternal life before they believed, then they were
at the same time ordained to eternal and life condemned as unbelievers. “He that
believes not  is condemned already” (John 3:18). Besides this theory would mean that
their believing had nothing to do with their eternal life, because they we already
ordained to it before believing.

Day 5 Some More Proofs (?).
1. Romans 9:10-13.  The “Jacob” that God loved and “Esau” were the nations that came

from them and not them individually before they were born. The first statement “The
elder shall serve the younger” was made before they were born, but the hate and love
statement was made years later in Mal. 1:1-3 in reference to God's attitude toward the
two nations that came from Jacob and Esau — Israel and Edom.

2. 1 Peter 1:2. “Elect according to the foreknowledge of God”. The whole scheme of
redemption was in foreknowledge of God. Christians are elected according to that
scheme or plan. The president of the U.S. is elected according to the constitution of the
U.S., but that does not mean that the constitution elected him.
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Memory Verse:  “Be faithful until death, and I will give you the
crown of life.”–Rev. 2:10

WEEK 12
Perseverance And Our Salvation

Day 1 The Doctrine of “Perseverance Of The Saints”.
1. The Bible teaches that saints may and should persevere until the end. (Rev. 2:10).

a. Paul faced death with confidence, knowing he had persevered. (2 Tim. 1;12; 4:6-8;
Phil. 1:19-26)

b. Christians can rely on the promise of eternal life in the end. (Rev. 2:10).
2. But, the doctrine of “Perseverance Of The Saints” in denominational creeds is that

saints will, no matter what, persevere. They cannot fall, if they do fall they were not
saints to begin with:

“We believe that such only are real believers as endure unto the end; that their
persevering attachment to Christ is the grand mark which distinguishes them from
superficial professors; that a special providence watches over their welfare, and
they are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation.” — McConnell's
Manual For Baptist Churches, p. 23.

3. Most say without this assurance, i.e., the assurance that a true believer is uncondition-
ally kept from falling, that Christians can have no real assurance.

Day 2 Some Proof Texts Used To Support This Doctrine.
1. John 5:24 “He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath

everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto
life.” (John 5:24 KJV). Compare this verse to John 3:36 which says “he that believeth
not the Son shall not see life”. John 5:24 says the believer “shall not” come into
condemnation. John 3:36 says the unbeliever “shall not” see life. Does either “shall
not” mean that it “shall not” be under ANY circumstances. If so, then all unbelievers
are hopelessly lost. There is no need to preach to them. But, cannot an unbeliever cease
to be so, become a believer, and see life? Then, cannot a believer cease to be so,
become an unbeliever, and come into condemnation? If not, why not?

2. John 10:28 “And I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; neither shall
anyone snatch them out of My hand.” This promise is for those who “hear my voice”
and “follow Me”. (verse 27). Nothing in the passage says they cannot cease to hear His
voice and follow Him.

3. Romans 8:31-39. Those under consideration in Romans 8 are those who are “led by
the Spirit” (verses 13,14). Besides all the things that are mentioned that will not
separate us from the love of God are things from without a Christian. None of the these
external threats can cause us to be lost. However, there is nothing in the passage that
says that a Christian cannot decide from within to quit serving the Lord and be lost.
But, as long as he is faithful he need not fear any outside force.

Day 3 The Unconditional Perseverance Of The Saints Doctrine Contradicts Many Plain
Passages.
1. Simon the Sorcerer (Acts 8:14-25). Some say he was not a true believer. He was the

same kind of believer as the other believers in Samaria. “They believed” (v. 12), and
“Simon himself ALSO believed” — He believed just like they did. Yet, Simon sinned
and became in condition where he was about to perish (v. 20) and was “bound by
iniquity” and wanted “none of these things (to) come upon (him) (v.24).

2. 1 Cor. 10:1-12. Why warn them to take heed lest they fall, if they could not?
3. Warnings to Christians in Hebrews. (Heb. 2:1-4; 3:12-4:11; 10:26-29). 10:26-29

destroys the two major points of those who teach the doctrine under consideration: 1.
That if they do fall they were never saved to begin with. 2. That they may fall but God
will bring them back (This lesson continued on the next page)
without their perishing. Read these verses carefully and note that these had been
sacrificed by the blood of the covenant. So, they have been saved. They have nothing
to look forward to except the fiery indignation of the judgement.
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Day 4 Can A Christian Feel Secure Knowing That It is Possible To Fall?
1. Paul knew he could fall and be lost. (1 Cor. 9:27). Yet, he demonstrated a great sense

of assurance and security in Phil. 1:19-26; 2 Tim. 1:12; 4:6-8).
2. Peter, of all people, having denied the Lord in the past should know that a believer can

fall. Yet, read of his assurance in 2 Pet. 1:5-11) Yet, he warns that the security is
conditional: “If you do these things…”

3. The Hebrew writer shows that one can have “boldness (confidence) to enter the Holiest
(heaven) by the blood of Christ”, yet in the same chapter warns that one can sin and
be lost. (verse 26-29).

Day 5 How Can One Feel Secure Knowing That It Is Possible To Be Lost?
1. He can feel secure by knowing that even though he may sin, that he has an Advocate

to whom he may confess his sins and be forgiven. (1 John 1:7-9).
2. He can feel secure in the promises of God. (Heb. 6:13).
3. He can feel secure knowing that if he adds the “Christian graces” he will never fall. 2

Pet 1:5-12.
4. He can feel secure keeping His word. (1 John 2:5).
5. He can feel secure because he has a great high priest that can sympathize and help him

in his weaknesses. (Heb. 5:15-16).
6. He can feel secure knowing that even if his heart condemns him, that God is greater

than his heart and knows all things. He can always trust God and His promises even
when He may not feel all that secure.
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Memory Verse:  “How shall we escape if we neglect so great a
salvation” — Heb. 2:3

WEEK 13
Reviewing Our Salvation

Day 1 1. Show the relationship between, sorrow, repentance and reformation. WK 7 DY 1

2. What does the Bible teach about falling from grace? WK 12 DY 3

3. Who does the Bible say are righteous ? WK 10 DY 4

4. How did miracles confirm the word of  God? WK 1 DY 3

5. What is the denominational doctrine of the perseverance of the saints? WK 12

Day 2 1. What must one do other than repentance to be forgiven of sin? WK 7 DY 5

2. Show how the doctrine of “Total Hereditary Depravity” contradicts the Bible. WK 9 DY
4

3. What is the doctrine of “imputed righteousness”? WK 10

4. What is the doctrine of “Total Hereditary Depravity”? WK 9 DY 1

5. Explain the Calvinistic doctrine of predestination. WK 11

Day 3 1. Can a Christian feel secure about his salvation? If so, how? WK 12 DY 5

2. How does one get faith? WK 6 DY 2 What kind faith is a dead faith? WK 6 DY 4

3. Explain how the Holy Spirit works in the conversion of the sinner? WK 5,  DY 4

4. Why do we need the grace of God? WK 3 DY 2

5. What are some of the laws of God that man has been under? WK 4, DY 1

Day 4 1. List the characteristics of our salvation discussed in Week 1

2. What are some of the works of the Holy Spirit? WK 5, DY 3

3. What are some of the effects of Adam's sin upon us today? WK 2 DY 3

4. What is the relationship between law and sin? WK 4, DY 2

Day 5 1. Does the Bible teach predestination?  If so, in what way? WK 11 DY 2

2. Can we resist the grace of God? If so, how? WK 3 DY 4

3. What is sin? WK 2 DY 1

4. What kind of works will not save one ? WK 8 DY 2
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