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LESSON ONE:

HISTORY OF THE NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH -
By Joe R. Price

I. THE NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH ESTABLISHED.

A. Its Founder - Christ - Matt. 16:16-18.

B. Its Foundation - The Son Of God (Christ) - Matt. 16:16-18; 1 Cor. 3:11; Isaiah
28:16; 1 Peter 2:4-6.

C. Its Origin - 30 AD In Jerusalem - Acts 2.

II. APOSTASY FORETOLD - Acts 20:28-32; 2 Ths. 2:3-4; 1 Tim. 4:1-3; 2 Tim. 4:3-4.

A. Notice: Men Would Fall Away From The Faith (The Faith Would Not Be Lost).

B. This Apostasy Would Draw Men Away From The Word Delivered By The Apostles
(Acts 20:29-32).

III. THE APOSTASY OCCURRED - l Jno. 2:18-19; 4:1-3; Jude 4; Rev. 2:1-2.

A. Corruption Of Organization Within The New Testament Church.

1. New Testament pattern of organization:

a. Congregational - Acts 14:23; 20:28.

b. Elders, deacons and saints - Phil. 1:1.

c. Plurality of elders - Acts 14:23; Titus 1:5.

d. Autonomous (self-governing) - 1 Pet. 5:2.

B. The Apostasy. (Chart: History of the Major Churches Figure # 2)

1. In the 2nd century, one bishop began to be placed over each church, with his elders
under his control.

2. Churches in the same area formed confederations and organized councils through
which common concerns were addressed.

3. This led to a distinct "clergy-laity" concept. The clergy claimed decision-making
powers, while the privileges of the laity in directing the affairs of the church were
diminished.

4. These "church councils" grew in scope, with the "Bishops" increasing in power,
until, by the end of the 3rd century, there were five leading Bishops or Patriarchs
(Rome, Alexandria, Antioch, Jerusalem and Constantinople). After much
controversy, in 606, the Bishop of Rome was given the title of "Universal Bishop,"
and thus the Papacy was born.

Adult Bible Study - Page 3 of  161

http://history_church.gif


Figure 3 - Histories of the Major Churches

(Chart From — The Preceptor Vol. 21 - Number 1 - November, 1971 p. 13)

C. The Dark Ages: Roman Catholicism (600 - 1400 AD).

1. This apostate church (Roman Catholic Church) gained civil power as well as
holding moral sway over its members. This period was characterized by "The
Church" (the Pope) controlling kings and nations throughout much of the civilized
world.

2. The Scriptures were not in the hands of the common people. In fact, the Council
of Toulouse passed a canon (rule) which read in part:
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a. "We also forbid the laity to possess any of the books of the Old or New
Testament.. .having any of these books translated into the vulgar tongue, we
strictly forbid." (The Church, The Falling Away And The Restoration, pp. 75-
76)

IV. THE REFORMATION MOVEMENT: PROTESTANTISM (1400 - 1800 AD).

A. Protest And Reform - Protestantism Is Born.

1. Some men within the Roman Catholic Church saw the errors in doctrine and the
hypocrisy in worship which existed, and sought to reform their corrupt and fallen
church. This movement gave rise to many different religious bodies. However
noble and dedicated these men were, they only established more false religions,
based upon human creeds, with men following the teachings of other men, instead
of Christ. Read: 1 Cor. 1:10-13; 2 John 9; John 14:6; Col. 3:17.

2. Following are brief notes on some of these Reformers:

a. John Wycliffe (1320? - 1384) - Called the "Morning Star of the Reformation,"
he was the first to distinguish himself in fighting against the supremacy of the
pope, the doctrine of transubstantiation and the abuses of the hierarchy. In
1380, he completed the first translation of the Bible into English.

b. Martin Luther (1483 - 1546) - German monk and leader of the German
Reformation. He spoke out against the Roman Catholic Church's practice of
indulgences (An indulgence was considered to release a repentant person from
punishment for a sin after God had forgiven his guilt.) in his "Ninety-five
Theses," October 30, 1517. He was later excommunicated (1521), translated the
Bible into German, and developed his views on justification by faith and the
ultimate authority of the Bible. His teachings became the basis of the Lutheran
Church.

c. Huldreich Zwingli (1484 - 1531) - Swiss leader of the Protestant Reformation
in Switzerland who maintained the sole authority of the Bible, while speaking
out against clerical celibacy, fasting, purgatory, the invocation of saints,
monasticism and transubstantiation. He contended that nothing should be
practiced that was not expressly commanded by the Scriptures.

d. John Calvin (1509 - 1564) - French Reformer who, perhaps more than anyone
else helped shape the religious thinking of Protestantism. He rejected papal
authority and other doctrines of the Catholic Church. Due to persecution he fled
from France to Switzerland (where many Reform scholars had gathered) While
there, he wrote The Institutes of the Christian Religion, a multi-volume set in
which he clarified and systematized the Reform position. Presbyterianism was
built upon his view of church government.

e. Henry VIII (1491 - 1547) - King of England from 1509 until his death, he was
a staunch supporter of Roman Catholicism. But, when the Pope refused to
invalidate his marriage to Catherine of Aragon (so he could marry Anne
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Boleyn), with Parliament’’s help, he severed ties with the Pope by making
himself superior to the Pope in England. Thus, the Church of England was
born.

f. John Knox (1505 ? - 1572) - Scottish Reformation leader and founder of the
Presbyterian Church. He was a close friend of John Calvin while they were
together in Geneva, Switzerland (1553- '59). He returned to Scotland in 1559,
where his influence led to the formation of a Presbyterian form of government.
Later, he saw Presbyterianism become the official religion of Scotland.

g. John Smyth ( ? - 1612) - At one time a clergyman of the Church of England,
he helped lead the first regularly organized Baptist Church in London in 1607.

h. John Wesley (1703 - 1791) - An Anglican priest who formed "The Holy Club"
in 1729 to combat the sterile formalism he saw in the Church of England.
Members were called "Methodists" out of derision, but the name stuck. In
1738, he claimed a personal experience of religious conversion, which became
the basis of the message he preached, as well as the basis of the Evangelical
Movement. Although he did not plan to start a new church, in 1784, the first
organized Methodist Church was formed in Baltimore, Maryland. 

V. THE RESTORATION MOVEMENT (early 1800's).

A. Objectives Of The Restoration Movement.

1. While the Reformers sought to correct errors of a fallen church, the Restorers
worked for a RETURN to the true church of the New Testament. The following
goals were held in common by these men:

a. To return to Bible truths -- To be Christians only.

b. That Christ is the sole and supreme head of the church.

c. That the New Testament is the only rule of faith and practice.

d. To restore the organization of the church.

e. To restore the autonomy of the local congregation.

2. Their attitude is seen in their slogans and statements:

a. "Where the Scriptures speak, we speak; where the Scriptures are silent, we are
silent." (Thomas Campbell)

b. "No book but the Bible; no creed but Christ; no name but the divine name."

c. "The Bible alone must always decide every question involving the nature, the
character or the designs of the Christian institution." (Alexander Campbell)

B. Some Of The Prominent Men Of The Restoration Movement:

1. James O'Kelly - Lived in North Carolina and on December 25, 1793, seceded
from the Methodist Church. Believed in local autonomy of congregations, and by
1801, he and others resolved to be known as "Christians" only, with Christ as the
only head of the church, and the Bible as its only creed.
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2. Abner Jones - A Baptist from Vermont, in 1800 he started a congregation which
rejected sectarian names and creeds.

3. Barton W. Stone - Presbyterian who rejected Calvin’’s doctrine of "the elect" and
"irresistible grace" (1804). He preached against denominationalism and eventually
led the largest segment in the restoration, who called themselves "Christians."

4. Thomas Campbell - Presbyterian who came to America from Ireland in 1807. He
was censured for allowing "open communion" in Pennsylvania. He later severed
his connection with the Presbyterian Church, and in 1809 delivered his famous
"Declaration And Address." He preached unity based upon God's word.

5. Alexander Campbell - Arrived in America in 1809 from Ireland, and had,
independently from his father Thomas, arrived at many of the same conclusions.
Debater, writer and leading spokesman of the movement. In 1832, 12,000 of his
followers ("Disciples") and 15,000 of Stone’’s adherents ("Christians") began to
unite, using the Bible as their only guide.

VI. RECENT HISTORY (1849 - present).

A. As Christians have earnestly contended for the faith (Jude 3), they have fought error and
continue to fight error as it creeps into the church. Innovations have continued to spring
up in recent years, sometimes causing division within our ranks. However, those who
demand a scripture for every practice and belief have preserved and kept pure the church
for which Jesus died. Some divisions in the past were caused by the following:

1. American Christian Missionary Society, 1849. Designed to oversee evangelism
for the church. It was organized like a denomination, drew its financial support
from local congregations, and destroyed the autonomy, independence and equality
of the local churches.

2. Instrumental music in worship, 1860. No scriptural authority for it (supported on
the basis that "silence gives consent.").

3. Institutionalism, 1950 --- . Human organizations (orphan homes, etc.) drew money
from local churches to do benevolent work that is the duty of individuals and not
the church.

4. Sponsoring Churches. A network of churches larger than the New Testament
pattern, doing a collective work. Destroys autonomy, independence and equality
of local churches.

5. Corruption of the work of church. General (unlimited) benevolence, church-
sponsored, promoted and provided recreation, social events, secular business
enterprises, etc.

VII. LESSONS FROM HISTORY.

A. Man Has A Tendency To Drift Away From The Truth.

B. God’’s Plan Is Perfect -- Man’’s Ways Are Faulty - Prov. 16:25; Jer. 10:23.
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C. There Is No Stopping Point When One Begins Down The Path Of Apostasy.

D. We Must Always Be Willing To Examine Our Practices In The Light Of God’’s Word -
2 Cor. 13:5.

E. We Must Never Follow Man, But Christ - Col. 3:17; 2 John 9.

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

1. Who was the founder of the church in the New Testament? Upon what foundation was it
built? Where did it originate? (Cite scriptures)

2. Was the word of God lost during the apostasy predicted in 1 Timothy 4:1-3? Explain.

3. In which area of the New Testament church did apostasy begin? Compare this with other
apostasies in recent times.

4. When and where was the "Universal Bishop" appointed?

5. Who first translated the Bible from Latin into English? Why was this such an important
milestone?

6. Give the country of the Reformers: Luther ____________; Zwingli ___________; Calvin
__________; Henry VIII ____________; Knox ___________ ; Smyth ___________; Wesley
_____________.

7. What was the primary objective of the restorationists?

8. What famous slogan was coined by Thomas Campbell?

9. Explain why Alexander Campbell is not the founder of the church of Christ.
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10. What was the American Christian Missionary Society? What parallels it organizational
makeup and objective within some churches of Christ today?

11. What lessons can we learn from church history?
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Figure 4 - Symbols of
The Vatican

LESSON TWO: - By Joe. R. Price

THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

INTRODUCTION

"The Catholic Church had an embryonic beginning. The early church
departed from the simplicity of a congregational form of government,
guided by the New Testament as the only Rule of Faith and Practice, and
permitted more and more authority to be vested in the bishops of the
various churches. By the middle of the second century the church was well
united under the authority of the bishops who gradually came to be regarded
as successors to the apostles. In opposition to the heresies creeping in, the church came to be called
the ‘‘catholic’’ or ‘‘universal’’ church. The adoption of a creed as the rule of faith and practice in
the third century put forth the bud, the union of church and state under Constantine, and the writing
of the Nicene Creed in 325 brought forth the flower; while the setting up of a ‘‘papa’’ or pope as the
ecclesiastical head of the church, culminating in the doctrine of his infallibility in 1870, produced
the fruit as manifested in the Catholic Church of today." (Churches of Today In the Light of
Scripture, L. G. Tomlinson, p. 17)

The Roman Catholic Church suffered a severe split in 1054, when a controversy over the wording
of the Nicene Creed (along with jealousies) caused the Bishop of Constantinople to break away from
the pope's influence, thus forming the Eastern Orthodox (Greek Orthodox) Churches.

From a study of church history, it is quite easy to see the gradual development of the Roman Catholic
Church (see Lesson One). While the Roman Catholic Church claims succession from the apostles,
the Bible shows many, many apostasies in this church which has been formulated and fostered by
the wisdom of men.

BASIC DOCTRINES OF THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

I. THE INFALLIBILITY OF THE CHURCH.

A. Roman Catholic Church Claims:

1. "Infallibility: A special gift whereby the Church is preserved from teaching error
in matters of faith and morals. This is seen as a direct effect of the presence of the
Holy Spirit in the Church." (Catholic Word Book, Reprinted from the 1973
Catholic Almanac, p. 23.)

2. "All interpretations of Scripture ultimately are subject to the teaching authority
(magisterium) of the Church, a power given by God to the Church precisely to
guard and interpret His message correctly." (Dogmatic Constitution on Divine
Revelation, Vatican Council II, "Divine Revelation," p. 13)

3. Sources of authority for the Catholic Church:

Adult Bible Study - Page 10 of  161



a. The Bible (Old and New Testament).

b. The Apocrypha - Books of unknown origin. Established as equal with Biblical
writings by the Council of Trent, 1546.

c. Sacred Tradition - Unwritten, oral teachings handed down from and His
apostles through the Church and Church Fathers to the present.

d. "Her supreme rule of faith ever has been and ever will be the scriptures
together with sacred tradition." (Ibid., p. 20, emp. added)

B. WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS:

1. The church has the responsibility to teach and spread the truth - 1 Tim.
3:15; Matthew 28:19-20.

2. The church has not been made the final and ultimate "court of appeal" when it
comes to interpreting the Bible (No such Bible teaching).

3. The Scriptures are for all, and understandable by all - Acts 17:11; Eph. 3:3-4;
5:17; 2 Tim. 2:15.

4. Consider Matthew 16:18 (Used to defend their position). Here, Jesus assures the
building and the perpetuity of His church -- He did not promise to make the church
infallible! (cf. 1 Tim. 4:1-3; 2 Tim. 4:3-4; Rev. 3:14-16)

5. Source of authority? The Bible is sufficient - 2 Tim. 3:16-17; 2 Peter 1:3; Jude
3. (Matt. 21:23-27)

6. The "tradition" of the apostles is the inspired word of truth - 2 Thess. 2:15; 1 Cor.
11:2.

a. Teachings handed down from the apostles to the Christians which was first
spoken, then written.

b. The word of God - 1 Thess. 2:13.

II. THE PAPACY.

A. Roman Catholic Church Claims:

1. The Primacy Of Peter.

a. Use three Bible texts in an effort to defend this doctrine: Matthew 16:18-20;
Luke 22:31-32; John 21:15-17.

b. "Because he was given the task of guiding the faithful, Peter received supreme
authority over all;...." ("The Papacy: Expression Of God's Love," p. 6)

c. The Pope - Head of the Church and Vicar Of Christ.

(1) [Vicar: "One deputed or authorized to perform the functions of another; a
substitute in office; a deputy, the pope as representing Christ on earth"
(Dictionary.com)]

(2) "According to Catholic doctrine, bishops are indeed the successors of the
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Apostles, and each bishop, from this fact, possesses the right to bind and to
loose." (Ibid., p. 25)

(3) "Only the Catholic Church... does not cease to recognize the Bishop of
Rome as head of the universal Church, and to honor him as the direct
successor of Simon Peter. (Ibid., pp. 12-13)

(4) "The Pope is the Vicar of Christ; he rules as the visible head of the Church
upon earth for the welfare of all the faithful. He is the Bishop of Rome, the
Patriarch of the West, the Supreme Pontiff, the Servant of the Servants of
God." (Ibid., p. 4)

B. WHAT THE BIBLE TEACHES -  (cf. 2 Thess. 2:3-4):

1. The Apostles Did Not Have Rank Established Among Themselves: 

a. Binding and loosing authority given to all apostles - Matt. 16:19; 18:18; John
20:23.

b. Distinctions warned against - Matt. 20:25-28; 23:8-12; cf. 2 Cor. 11:5; 12:11.

2. Christ Is Head Of His Church - Eph. 1:22-23; Col. 1:18; 1 Pet. 2:4-6.

a. (No "vicar" appointed on earth!)

3. Christ Is The Foundation Of His Church (not Peter) - 1 Cor. 3:11; Acts 4:10-12.

4. Peter Was Not A Pope:

a. Peter was married - Matt. 8:14; 1 Cor. 9:5.

b. Peter refused worship - Acts 10:25-26.

c. Peter was an elder - 1 Pet. 5:1.

d. Peter Was Not Infallible - Gal. 2:11-14. (No man is! - Rom. 3:23; Gal. 6:3;
1 Jno. 1:8, 10)

C. History: First Recognized Pope - Boniface III, 606 AD.

III. THE SACRAMENTS. [Sacrament: "Something regarded as sacred...a symbol or token...a
solemn oath." (Webster's New World Dictionary)]

A. Roman Catholic Claims:

1. "The purpose of the sacraments is to sanctify men, to build up the body of Christ,
and finally, to give worship to God." (Vatican Council II, On the Sacred Liturgy
#59)

2. "Through the sacraments, which are the continuing actions of Christ in His Church,
He carries on here and now the work of salvation. He is now to be known and
encountered in those sacred outward actions or signs He uses in the sacraments."
("Christ's Seven Sacraments," p. 2, emp. added)

3. "Sacraments are signs and gestures of the Lord's loving work of salvation which
continues through history." (Ibid., p. 20)
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B. WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS:

1. This concept is foreign to the Bible.

2. Romans 5:21 - "Grace reigns through righteousness." We receive grace
(favor) from God when we live righteously (Acts 10:34-35; Titus 2:11-12).

C. The Roman Catholic Church Has Seven Such Sacraments:

1. Baptism.

a. For infants as well as adults.

b. Sprinkling is sufficient.

c. "Baptism of Desire" - The desire to do all that God wants out of love for Him.

d. "Baptism of Blood" - Martyrdom for the faith of Christ.

(1) WHAT THE BIBLE TEACHES:

(a) For believers (not infants) - Mark 16:16.

(b) Immersion - Acts 8:38; Rom. 6:4; Col. 2:12.

2. Confirmation. Roman Catholic Church teaches that in Confirmation one receives
the gifts of the Holy Spirit to make him strong and perfect in the faith.

a. WHAT THE BIBLE Teaches:

(1) "Confirmation" is not taught in the Bible.

(2) The Christian gains strength through prayer, Bible study and
encouragement from faithful brethren (Heb. 4:16; 1 Pet. 2:1-2; 2 Tim. 2:15; Heb. 10:24-25).

3. Penance or Confession. Teach that a priest absolves one's sins upon confession
of them to him.

a. WHAT THE BIBLE TEACHES:

(1) God forgives sins - Mark 2:5-10; 1 Jno. 1:9; 2:1.

(2) Confess and pray to God - 1 Jno. 1:9; Acts 8:22.

4. Holy Eucharist. The bread and wine become the actual Body and Blood of Christ
in the Consecration at Mass (Transubstantiation).

a. WHAT THE BIBLE TEACHES:

(1) Matthew 26:26-28 - Was not literally His body and blood -- He
was "outside" the bread and fruit of the vine!

(2) 1 Cor. 11:23-26; 10:16 - A memorial, a proclamation and a
communion. Not another sacrifice of Christ - Hebrews 10:12.

5. Marriage (Matrimony). Marriage between Catholics is a sacramental contract
which provides grace from God to the couple. It can never be dissolved.

a. WHAT THE BIBLE TEACHES: 
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(1) Silent regarding marriage as a "sacrament" for Christians.

(2) Marriage was ordained by God for all of mankind (Gen. 2:24; Matt. 19:4-
6; Heb. 13:4).

(3) One reason for divorce and remarriage: fornication (sexual immorality) -
Matthew 19:9.

6. Holy Orders. Ceremonies by which bishops, priests and officers of the Church are
ordained into office.

a. WHAT THE BIBLE TEACHES:

(1) No such ceremonies found in the New Testament. (Col. 3:17;
Heb. 8:4; 1 Pet. 4:11)

7. Anointing of the Sick or Extreme Unction. Anointing to give health and
strength to the soul (remission of sins) and sometimes to the body when one is at
the point of death.

a. WHAT THE BIBLE TEACHES: 

(1) James 5:14 - When sick, medicinal assistance along with prayer. 

(2) While Catholics claim this is effective even after death, the Bible
teaches no such practice.

IV. OTHER MAJOR DOCTRINES OF THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH.

A. The Priesthood.

1. Roman Catholic Church: The priest is the means of access between the sinner and
God.

a. "....the priest acts in the place of Christ Himself." ("The Catholic Priesthood
-- Training And Ministry," p. 12)

b. -THE BIBLE: There is one Mediator and Advocate -- Christ! (1 Tim. 2:5;
Hebrews 7:25; 1 John 2:1)

2. Roman Catholic Church: Duties include administering most of the sacraments and
preaching the word of God.

"‘‘It is the duty of a priest to offer sacrifice,’’ says the ritual ordination. But thea.

sacrifice that he offers is that of Christ Himself." (Ibid., p. 2)

b. -THE BIBLE: All Christians are priests - 1 Peter 2:5, 9. Christians sacrifice
themselves to God - Romans 12:1.

3. Roman Catholic Church: Requires celibacy and poverty of priests.

a. -THE BIBLE: 1 Tim. 4:1-3; 1 Cor. 9:5; 1 Cor. 9:14; 2 Cor. 11:8; 1 Tim.
6:10.

B. Sin

1. Roman Catholic Church: Degrees of sin.
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a. Mortal sin - "Involving serious matter, sufficient reflection and full consent --
results in total alienation from God, making a person dead to sanctifying grace, incapable
of performing meritorious supernatural acts and subject to everlasting punishment."
("Catholic Word Book," Reprint of 1973 Catholic Almanac, p. 40)

b. Venial sin - A lesser violation which injures friendship with God (but does not
dissolve it).

(1) THE BIBLE: No degrees of sin - Isa. 59:1-2; Rom. 6:23; 1 Cor. 15:56;
Heb. 3:13.

C. Purgatory

1. Roman Catholic Church: "The state or condition in which those who have
died in the state of grace suffer for a time before they are admitted to the glory and happiness
of heaven. In this state and period of passive suffering, they are purified of unrepented venial sins,
satisfy the demands of divine justice for temporal punishment due for sins, and are thus converted
to a state of worthiness of the beatific vision." (Ibid., p. 35)

2. THE BIBLE: Hebrews 9:27; Luke 16:19-31; 2 Peter 2:9 - No second chance.

D. Mariology (The Veneration of Mary). - [Veneration: "The act of venerating, or the
state of being venerated; the highest degree of respect and reverence; respect mingled
with awe; a feeling or sentimental excited by the dignity, wisdom, or superiority of a

person, by sacredness of character, by consecration to sacred services, or by hallowed
associations." (Dictionary.com)

1. Roman Catholic Church: Mary, the "Mother of God."

a. THE BIBLE:

(1) Mary did not impart Jesus’’ divine nature to Him -- He existed before His
physical birth - John 1:1, 14.

(2) "The mother of Jesus" (John 2:1; Acts 1:14) and "the mother of my Lord"
(Luke 1:43).

2. Roman Catholic Church: The Immaculate Conception. (Proclaimed by
Pope Pius IX in 1854)

a. "The preservation of Mary from inheriting the stain of original sin is commonly
called the Immaculate Conception." (The Mother of Jesus, p. 20)

b. "She was conceived immaculate by her mother...." (Ibid.)

c. Also believe Mary was never guilty of personal sin. (Council of Trent, 1547,
23rd canon on justification).

(1) THE BIBLE:

(a) Sin is not inherited - Ezekiel 18:20; Romans 5:12.

(b) Only Jesus was free from committing sin - Heb. 4:15; 1 Pet. 2:22.

3. Roman Catholic Church: The Perpetual Virginity Of Mary.
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a. "In the fourth century ‘‘ever-virgin’’ became a popular title for Mary." (The
Teaching of Christ, p. 119)

b. Logical extension of Immaculate Conception. Otherwise, her other children
would have been born without "original sin!"

(1) THE BIBLE:

(a) Mary had other children - Matthew 1:25; 13:55-56; Acts 1:14.

4. Roman Catholic Church: Mary's Bodily Assumption. (Proclaimed by Pope Pius
XII in 1950) - "That Mary’s body did not decompose in the grave but was reunited
by God to her soul and after her death, and that she was thus taken to her eternal
reward in heaven, is the teaching of the Catholic Church which is
commonly called Mary's Assumption." (The Mother of Jesus, p. 24)

a. THE BIBLE:

(1) Jesus ascended, not Mary - John 3:13.

5. Roman Catholic Church: Mediatrix. - "By her maternal charity, Mary cares for the
brethren of her son who still journey on earth surrounded by dangers and
difficulties, until they are led to their happy fatherland. Therefore the Blessed
Virgin is invoked by the Church under the titles of Advocate, Auxiliatrix, Adjutrix
and Mediatrix." (The Documents of Vatican II, pp. 91-92)

a. THE BIBLE:

(1) One Mediator between God and man....Jesus - 1 Tim. 2:5; Heb.
7:25; 1 Jno. 2:1.

V. ORGANIZATION OF THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH.

A. Hierarchical In Structure.

1. Pope - Supreme authority in matters of faith and discipline.

2. College of Cardinals - Advisors to the pope; Supervise the administration of the
church.

3. Archbishops - In charge of archdiocese and has precedence in that
province.

4. Bishops - Ruling authority in a diocese.

5. Priests (Parish Pastors) - Serves a parish; Celebrates Mass and administers the
sacraments.

6. Deacons - Can be married; Preach, baptize, officiate at weddings and distribute
Holy Communion.

B. Ecclesiastical Councils.

1. General Council - Called by the pope; Composed of all Catholic bishops in the
world; Its actions on doctrine and discipline must be approved by the pope.
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2. Plenary or National Council - Bishops in a country; Actions must be approved by
the pope.

3. Diocesan or Provincial Council - Apply the decrees passed on by the other
councils.

C. THE BIBLE:

1. No world-wide organization of the church in the New Testament.

2. Local organization - Acts 14:23; Phil. 1:1; 1 Pet. 5:2.

3. No councils to make or establish doctrine - cf. 2 Tim. 3:16-17.

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

1. How do you think the doctrine of an infallible church affects the Catholic’’s attitude

toward personal involvement in investigating the validity of the doctrines and practices of
the Catholic Church?

2. What sources do Catholics use to establish authority for their doctrines and practices?

3. How do Catholics define "tradition?"

4. Give one scripture Catholics use in support of their "Primacy of Peter" doctrine, and
know how it is used.

5. When was papal infallibility established by the Roman Catholic Church?

6. What does "Vicar of Christ" mean?

7. What is the purpose of the sacraments? Name the seven sacraments of Roman Catholic
Church.

8. What transformation do Catholics believe occurs in the Holy Eucharist?

9. Who is man's mediator between him and God? Give scriptures to support your answer.

10. What classifications of sin exist in Catholicism?
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11. What is purgatory?

12. How does the Catholic doctrine of Mariology illustrate the development of dogma
Catholicism?

13. What is the Immaculate Conception?

14. Prove from the Bible that the Perpetual Virginity of Mary is false.

15. What did the Second Vatican Council (1962-1965) announce about the Virgin Mary?
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LESSON THREE: - By Joe. R. Price

THE LUTHERAN CHURCH

INTRODUCTION

"Lutheran" was a nickname given to the followers of Martin Luther by
their enemies in the days of the Protestant Reformation. Martin Luther’s
rebellion against the Roman Catholic Church became the basis for
Reformation activities throughout Europe. Basically, Luther’’s position
was that the Roman Catholic Church and the papacy has no divine right
in things spiritual, and that the Scripture, not the priest or the church has
final authority over conscience. He taught that people are forgiven of their sins, not by good works
or by imposition of church rite -- and especially not through the purchase of indulgences offered for
sale by the Roman Catholic Church but by their Holy Spirit-empowered action in turning from sin
directly to God. (Handbook of Denominations, Mead, 8th edition, p. 142).

Lutheranism had its beginnings in 1517, when Martin Luther made public his Ninety-five Theses
by tacking them to the door of the Castle Church in Wittenberg, Germany. Today, Lutherans
compose the largest Protestant faith in the world, with 110 million worldwide adherents, 10.5 million
of which live in North America. Most Lutherans, however, are still centered in Germany and
Scandinavia.

I. THE HISTORY OF THE LUTHERAN CHURCH.

A. Its Beginnings.

1. In 1517, Martin Luther, a German monk, wrote and made public his Ninety-five
Theses, a statement in which he called for correction within the Roman Catholic
Church, especially in the doctrine of indulgences. For this he was summoned to
Rome to answer for his attack upon the indulgence system. By 1521, not having
surrendered his views on this and other matters Luther was excommunicated by the
Roman Catholic Church. By this time, he had acquired a large following in
Germany. Some estimate that as much as 60% of the German populace was
sympathetic to Luther and his teachings. By 1524 (The Peasants’’ War), Luther had
developed a view of opposition to revolution, as well as his belief that religious
matters should be controlled by the government. This laid the foundation for
Lutheranism to eventually become a collection of state churches.

2. In 1526 at the Diet of Spires, Luther’’s followers gained the right to have territorial
churches, and almost all of Northern Germany adopted the principles of the
Reformation. But, by 1529, the Catholic party regained power and stripped away
the advances made in 1526. This led to a formal protest, and "Protestantism" was
born.
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3. Religious turmoil continued in Germany for the next 25 years. In 1546, a religious
war broke out, as the government tried to militarily crush Protestantism. It was at
this time that Martin Luther died. War raged, in varying degrees of intensity until
1555, when the diet of Augsburg restored peace, and the Protestant States of
Germany secured their independence from the pope and his bishops.

4. In reality, what the Peace of Augsburg did was establish the right of each ruler to
choose his own state religion. As Glenn C. Stone wrote, "The rulers thus came to
play an important role in church life, and many Lutheran churches were founded
as state churches." (Merit Students Encyclopedia, Vol. 11, p. 333)

5. The "Religious Peace of Augsburg" claimed a victory for religious liberty.
However, this was but the first faltering step taken on the road to religious liberty.
J. W. Shepherd notes that "as soon as the Augsburg Confession of Faith was
written no one was at liberty to modify or change it, and those who did not conform
to it were no less heretics than Luther had been when he failed to conform to the
behests of Rome." (The Church The Falling Away And The Restoration, p.
121)

B. Prominent Dates In Lutheranism:

1. October 31, 1517: Luther’’s Ninety-five Theses tacked to the door of the Castle
Church in Wittenburg, Germany.

2. 1521: In hiding for fear of his life, Luther translated the New Testament from
Erasmus’’ Greek and Latin texts into German.

3. 1529: Luther wrote his Small and Large Catechisms in which he explains topics
such as God's law, the gospel, Lord’’s Prayer, baptism and the Lord’’s Supper.

4. 1530: The Augsburg Confession, a statement of faith written by Luther’’s associate
Philip Melanchthon. It stresses salvation by grace, while testifying against the
abuses of the Medieval Church.

5. 1537: The Smalcald Articles were written by Luther. It states the doctrine of the
Trinity and Deity of Christ, while emphasizing "we are saved only through faith in
Christ."

6. February 18, 1546: Death of Martin Luther.

7. 1555: Peace of Augsburg gave each ruler in Germany the right to choose the
religion within his state.

8. 1577: The Formula of Concord was written to unify the Lutheran Church, which
had been disorganized for 30 years. It officially approved all the earlier Lutheran
confessions.

9. 1847: The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod was founded in Missouri. It has
approximately 3 million members, and is the second largest Lutheran Church in the
United States.

10. 1960: The American Lutheran Church was formed by the merger of three major
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Lutheran Churches. Its present membership is approximately 2.5 million.

11. 1962: The Lutheran Church in America was formed through the consolidation of
four Lutheran bodies. Its membership is over 3 million.

12. 1967: The Lutheran Council in the U.S.A. (LCUSA) was formed to expedite
cooperation among Lutheran Churches.

13. 1988: Merger of the American Lutheran Church, the Lutheran Church in America
and the Association of Evangelical Lutheran Churches launched the beginning of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA).

14. 1999: ELCA has over 5 million baptized members, and of these, 2.5 million are
counted as communing and contributing members.

C. Lessons From The History Of The Lutheran Church.

1. The Lutheran Church was founded by men. (cf. 1 Corinthians 3:11; Acts 4:12)

2. The Lutheran Church had its beginning in Roman Catholicism.

3. The Lutheran Church uses creeds and confessions of faith, written and approved
by men, to sustain its doctrines and practices. (Galatians 1:8-9; 2 John 9)

4. There are a number of denominations within the Lutheran Church (over 100).
(Ephesians 4:4)

II. MAJOR DOCTRINES OF THE LUTHERAN CHURCH.

A. Doctrines Concerning The Scriptures And Authority.

1. The WORD of God.

a. LUTHERAN CHURCH:

(1) "The Bible is the Word of God -- absolute truth; it shows God in action."
("About Being Lutheran," p. 4)

(2) "To borrow a phrase from Luther, the bible is ‘‘the manger in which the
Word of God is laid." ("A Brief Description of Christianity and
Lutheranism," ECLA website)

(3) "The Bible is the inspired Word of God and the infallible rule and standard
of faith and practice." (Handbook of Denominations, 8th edition, p. 144)

b. THE BIBLE:

(1) 2 Timothy 3:16-17 - The Scriptures are inspired, and fully capable
of equipping man in every area of his life. (cf. 2 Peter 1:3;
Ephesians 3:3-5)

(2) It is fully sufficient to meet every need of godliness and doctrine.

2. Creeds.

a. LUTHERAN CHURCH:

(1) "Creeds are statements of belief, not additions to the Bible; they support the
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Bible’’s teachings." ("About Being Lutheran," p. 4)

(2) "Lutherans also adhere to the three ancient creeds of Christianity (the
Apostles’’, Nicene and Athanasian Creeds, jrp)....and testify to God’’s truth
through their own confessions... accurate interpretations of the Word of
God written to correct church errors." - Ibid., p. 6-7.

(3) The Lutheran Church's Confessions of Faith are:

(a) Augsburg Confession (1530)

(b) Apology of the Augsburg Confession (1531)

(c) Smalcald Articles (1537)

(d) Formula of Concord (1577)

(e) Luther's Small and Large Catechisms (1529)

b. THE BIBLE:

(1) 2 Timothy 3:16-17 - The Scriptures are sufficient as a statement
of the beliefs of Christians (v. 16 - "doctrine").

(2) Galatians 1:6-9 - The Bible needs no additions or "Support." To
add is to violate God's will.

(a) 1 Corinthians 4:6 - Eliminates the use of creeds.

(b) Creeds divide believers in Christ, but the Bible can unite them (cf.
John 17:20-21; 1 Cor. 1:10).

B. Doctrines Concerning Sin And Salvation.

1. Original Sin and Hereditary Depravity.

a. LUTHERAN CHURCH:

(1) "It is also taught among us that since the fall of Adam all men who are born
according to the course of nature are conceived and born in sin. That is, all
men are full of evil lust and inclinations from their mothers’’ wombs and
are unable by nature to have true fear of God and true faith in God." ("The
Augsburg Confession," The Book of Concord, Tappert, p. 29)

(2) "Here we must confess what St. Paul says in Rom. 5:12, namely, that sin
had its origin in one man, Adam, through whose disobedience all men were
made sinners and became subject to death and the devil. This is called
original sin, or the root sin." ("The Smalcald Articles," The Book of
Concord, p. 302)

b. THE BIBLE:

(1) Romans 5:12 - Through Adam, sin and death entered into the
world. Death passes to all men because ("for that") all men sin --
not because Adam sinned.
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(2) Ezekiel 18:20 - Neither the sins of the father nor the punishment for the
father’’s sins is inherited by the son. Sin is not inherited, it is committed.

(3) Matthew 18:2-3; 19:14 - Must be as children to enter the kingdom of
heaven. If children are conceived and born in sin, this would be absurd!

2. Justification by Faith Alone.

a. LUTHERAN CHURCH:

(1) "It is also taught among us that we cannot obtain forgiveness of sin and
righteousness before God by our own merits, works, or satisfactions, but
that we receive forgiveness of sin and become righteous before God by
grace, for Christ's sake, through faith, when we believe that Christ suffered
for us and that for his sake our sin is forgiven and righteousness and eternal
life are given to us. For God will regard and reckon this faith as
righteousness as Paul says in Romans 3:21-26 and 4:5." ("The Augsburg
Confession," The Book of Concord, p. 30)

(2) "We begin by teaching that our works cannot reconcile us with God or
obtain grace for us, for this happens only through faith, that is, when we
believe that our sins are forgiven for Christ’’s sake, who alone is the
mediator who reconciles the Father. Whoever imagines that he can
accomplish this by works, or that he can merit grace, despises Christ and
seeks his own way to God, contrary to the Gospel." (Ibid., p. 42)

b. THE BIBLE:

(1) Ephesians 2:8-9 - God’’s grace, which provides salvation, is a
free gift from God. Man, however, is obligated to have faith in
order to receive this free gift. This faith does not merit one’’s
salvation (cf. Luke 17:10).

(2) 2 Timothy 1:9 - It is impossible to merit salvation.

(3) Romans 3:21-26 - God has provided justification through the redemptive
work of Christ (v. 24). Through faith in His death (v. 25), God justifies man
(v. 26).

(4) Romans 4:1-5 - Faith justifies - Works (perfect sinlessness - v. 1-2) do not,
for none are without sin (3:23). Therefore, nobody can merit salvation.

(5) But, what kind of faith saves? (James 2:14-26; esp. v. 21-24) Here we are
taught that an obedient faith is the kind of faith which saves.

(6) Hebrews 5:8-9 - Man’’s obedience is not in opposition to salvation "by
grace through faith," because this passage teaches it is the obedient person
who is saved by Christ!
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3. Baptism.

a. LUTHERAN CHURCH:

(1) Essential nature of baptism.

(a) "It is taught among us that Baptism is necessary, and that grace is
offered through it." (Ibid., p. 32) (A "sacrament" according to
Lutheranism, jrp)

(2) Purpose of baptism.

(a) "It effects forgiveness of sins, delivers from death and the devil, and
grants eternal salvation to all who believe, as the Word and promise of
God declare." ("The Small Catechism," The Book of Concord, p.
348-349)

(b) "Nor can we understand this better than from the words of Christ
quoted above, ‘‘He that believes and is baptized shall be saved.’’ To
put it simply, the power, effect, benefit, fruit, and purpose of Baptism
is to save." ("The Large Catechism," The Book of Concord, p. 439)

(3) Subjects of baptism.

(a) Infants: "As for infant Baptism, we hold that children should be
baptized, for they, too, are included in the promise of redemption which
Christ made, and the church should administer Baptism to them."
("The Smalcald Articles," The Book of Concord, p. 311) [To
remove original sin.]

(b) Adults: "Moreover, it is solemnly and strictly commanded that we must
be baptized or we shall not be saved. We are not to regard it as an
indifferent matter, then, like putting on a new red coat." ("The Large
Catechism," The Book of Concord, p. 437)

(4) Method of baptism.

(a) Generally, by pouring or sprinkling. (From interview with Daryl
Robarge, Pastor of the Trinity Lutheran Church, Layton, UT, jrp.)

b. THE BIBLE:

(1) Essential nature of baptism. - Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; 22:16;
Galatians 3:27; 1 Peter 3:21.

(2) Purpose of baptism.

(a) To be saved - Mark 16:16; 1 Peter 3:21.

(b) To receive remission of sins - Acts 2:38.

(c) To have one's sins washed away - Acts 22:16.

(d)  To have the benefits of Christ's death applied to one's life - Romans
6:3-4.
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(e) To put on Christ - Galatians 3:27.

(3) Subjects of baptism.

(a) Sinners - Acts 22:16.

(b) Believers - Mark 16:16

(c) Repentant believers - Acts 2:38.

(d) Repentant believers who confess Christ - Acts 8:36-38; Romans 10:9-
10.

(e) Therefore, infants are not proper subjects for baptism, having neither
the capacity to sin, nor the capacity to believe.

(4) Method of baptism.

(a) Baptizo - "To immerse, to submerge, to plunge."

(b) It is a burial - Colossians 2:12.

(c)  Therefore, sprinkling and pouring are not authorized methods of
performing baptism.

4. Confession of Sins.

a. LUTHERAN CHURCH:

(1) What it is.

(a) "Confession consists of two parts. One is that we confess our sins. The
other is that we receive absolution or forgiveness from the confessor as
from God himself...." ("The Small Catechism," The Book of
Concord, p. 349)

(2) The forms it takes.

(a) Public - Known as "general confession," made by the whole
congregation during regular worship services.

(b) Private - "Before the confessor, however, we should confess only those
sins of which we have knowledge and which trouble us." (Ibid., p. 350)

b. THE BIBLE:

(1) What it is.

(a) 1 John 1:9 - Confession of sins is made by the Christian in
prayer to God, seeking forgiveness from Him.

(b) James 5:16 - Confession of sins to each other, for mutual prayer and
personal forgiveness (cf. Matthew 5:23-24; 18:35).

(2) The forms it takes.

(a) 1 John 1:9; James 5:16 - It should be no more public than was the sin.

(b) Acts 8:22-24 - Simon sought Peter’’s prayers, not a pronouncement of
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his forgiveness.

C. Doctrines Concerning The Church And Its Members.

1. The Lord's Supper.

a. LUTHERAN CHURCH:

(1) Its purposes.

(a) Forgiveness of sins. "...we go to the sacrament because we receive there
a great treasure, through and in which we obtain the forgiveness of
sins." ("The Large Catechism," The Book of Concord, p. 449)

(b) It strengthens one's faith. "The Lord's Supper is given as a daily food
and sustenance so that our faith may refresh and strengthen itself and
not weaken in the struggle but grow continually stronger." (Ibid.)

(c) To express unity with other believers -- "Communion." (From
interview with Daryl Robarge, Lutheran pastor)

(2) Its elements.

(a) "Now, what is the Sacrament of the Altar? Answer: It is the true body
and blood of the Lord Christ in and under the bread and wine which we
Christians are commanded by Christ’’s word to eat and drink." (Ibid.,
p. 447)

(b) The Lutheran Church teaches that in some mysterious way, Christ
enters into the bread and wine (called "consubstantiation"), and thereby
uses the elements as an instrument to come to the participants.

(3) Frequency of observance.

(a) Based upon congregational tradition.

(b) Usually either once or twice a month, although until the end of the 19th
century, most congregations observed it quarterly.

b. THE BIBLE:

(1) Its purposes.

(a) A memorial of Christ's death - 1 Cor. 11:23-25.

(b) A proclamation of Christ's death - 1 Cor. 11:26.

(c) A communion with the blessings of Christ’’s redemption - 1 Cor.
10:16

(d) It is a symbolic feast - Matthew 26:26-28.

(2) Its elements.

(a) Unleavened bread and fruit of the vine - Matt. 26:19, 26, 29 (cf.
Exodus 12:19).

(b) Symbolize Christ's body and blood - Matthew 26:26-28.
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(3) Nothing about "consubstantiation" found in the Bible.

(4) Frequency of observance.

(a) First day of the week - Acts 20:7.

(b) By necessary implication, we conclude it should be observed every first
day of the week (cf. Exodus 20:8).

D. Doctrine Concerning The Ten Commandments.

1. They are binding today.

a. LUTHERAN CHURCH:

(1) “What does God declare concerning all these commandments (10
commandments - jrp)? God threatens to punish all who transgress these
commandments. We should therefore fear his wrath and not disobey these
commandments." ("The Small Catechism," The Book of Concord, p.
344)

b. THE BIBLE:

(1) The Old Testament Law (which included the 10 commandments)
was fulfilled, and is no longer in effect. (Matt. 5:17-18; Gal. 3:19,
23-25; Romans 7:4-7; Hebrews 8:6-13; Colossians 2:14-15)

(2) The Ten Commandments were only a part of the law given exclusively to
the nation of Israel - Deut. 5:2-3, 6-21.

(3) Nine of the ten commandments are also contained in Christ’’s law, which
is revealed in the New Testament (only Sabbath observance is omitted -
Col. 2:14-17).

III. PROMINENT DOCTRINES REJECTED BY SOME LUTHERANS.

A. The Impossibility Of Apostasy.

1. "Rejected here are those who teach that persons who have once become godly
cannot fall again." ("The Augsburg Confession," The Book of Concord, p. 35)

2. The Bible affirms that Christians can fall away from grace - Hebrews 3:12-15;
6:4-6; 10:26-27, 38-39; 2 Peter 2:20-22; Galatians 5:2-4; 1 Cor. 10:13.

B. Premillennialism.

1. "Rejected, too, are certain Jewish opinions which are even now making an
appearance and which teach that, before the resurrection of the dead, saints and
godly men will possess a worldly kingdom and annihilate all the godless." (Ibid.,
p. 38-39)

2. The Bible does not teach a 1000 year earthly kingdom - John 18:36;
Colossians 1:13; Revelation 1:6,9; 5:9-10; 1 Corinthians 15:23-26.
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IV. THE ORGANIZATION OF THE LUTHERAN CHURCH.

A. Congregational Organization.

1. A Church Council administers the affairs of the congregation.

a. Composed of the Pastor and elected lay officers, called either elders, deacons
or trustees.

b. Pastors are elected and called by the voting members of the congregation, but
a congregation itself can never depose a pastor from the ministry.

c. As a rule, ministers are ordained at the annual meetings of the synod.

B. Organization Among Congregations.

1. Congregations are united in Synods (councils), composed of pastors and lay
representatives elected by the congregations.

2. Each synod has a constitution stating its authority and work.

3. Synods usually hold annual conventions.

C. Organization Among Synods.

1. Synods unite is a General Body that may be national or international and is called
variously church, synod or conference.

2. Some of these general bodies are legislative in nature, and some are consultative
in nature.

3. These general bodies supervise the work of worship, education, publication, charity
and mission.

4. The general bodies meet either annually or biennially.

D. THE BIBLE:

1. Organization Of The New Testament Church.

a. Congregational Organization. (Phil. 1:1)

(1) Elders (Bishops, pastors) - Acts 14:23; 20:17,28; 1 Peter 5:2-3; 1
Timothy 3:1-7; Titus 1:5-9.

(2) Deacons - 1 Timothy 3:8-13.

(3) Saints (Christians) - 1 Cor. 1:1-2.

b. Inter-Congregational Organization (Synods)?

(1) No such concept taught in the New Testament.

(2) 1 Peter 5:2 - Elders had (have) authority only over the congregation of
which they are members.

(3) Congregations acted concurrently (at the same time, they did the same
thing) - cf. Romans 15:26; 2 Cor. 11:8. But, congregational autonomy and
independence was preserved - 1 Peter 5:2.
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c. Synodal Organization (National or International Organization)?

(1) No functioning organization given to the universal church as such.

(2) Ephesians 1:22-23 - The universal church is composed of Christians, not
churches.

V. CONCLUSION

A. Without a doubt, Martin Luther made a great impact upon current theological teachings
and religious practices. The Lutheran Church, which patterns itself after Luther’’s
theological and moral views, was one of the first attempts to reform Catholicism and
restore the church to its former purity. What happened, however, was the implementation
of new human doctrines. When the doctrines of the Lutheran Church are compared with
the Scriptures they also prove to be without divine authority.

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

1. Be ready to discuss when, how, and for what reasons Lutheranism began.

2. Give what you believe to be the three most important dates in the history of Lutheranism, and
tell why you chose these dates.

3. What major event happened among three of the Lutheran denominations in America in 1988?

4. What lessons can we learn from the history of the Lutheran Church? See if you can think of
any additional lessons which are not in this material.

5. What regard for the Bible is expressed by the Lutheran Church?

6. How does this relate to the Lutheran Church’’s use of creeds or confessions?

7. Where in the Bible do we learn of God's attitude toward creeds?

8. What does Lutheranism teach regarding original sin and hereditary depravity? What Bible
responses would you make to these doctrines?

9. To what was Luther’’s "justification by works alone" doctrine a reaction? What is the Bible
definition of "earning (meriting, working) salvation? (Rom. 4:1-5)
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10. Does the Bible teach that a person’’s obedience affects his salvation? If so, where?

11. Why does the Lutheran Church baptize infants? See if you can determine what reasoning
they use to conclude this practice is justified.

12. How would you prove that immersion is the only scriptural way to baptize?

13. What are the two ways confession of sins is practiced in Lutheranism?

14. Explain the purposes of the Lord Supper as taught in Lutheranism.

15. What do Lutherans believe happens when a Christian partakes of the Lord’’s Supper?

16. How would you prove from the Bible that the Christian is not living under the Old Testament
Law today?

17. How are congregations organized within the Lutheran Church? What organization exists
among their congregations? What types of work do national and international organizations
within Lutheranism perform?

18. What is the organized, functional unit of the church as taught in the New Testament?
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LESSON FOUR:- By Joe. R. Price

THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

INTRODUCTION

The Protestant Reformation which was sparked by Martin Luther in
Germany, soon spread to other European countries, where similar
protests against Catholicism arose. The efforts of John Calvin and
Huldreich Zwingli in Switzerland to the formation of the Reformed
branch of Protestantism. "In the narrow sense of the term,
‘‘Presbyterian’’ refers only to the Reformed Churches of English or
Scottish origin, and the term ‘‘Reformed’’ is used for those of
Continental (European - jrp) origin." (Merit Students Encyclopedia,
XV:263).

Today, there are approximately 50 million Presbyterians in the world, with about 5 million in
America.

HISTORY OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

I. BEGINNINGS OF PRESBYTERIAN THOUGHT. - The history of the Presbyterian
Church traces the growth and development of a group of churches that were founded on the
ideals of the Protestant Reformation, and based upon the concept of democratic rule under
the authority of God.

A. John Calvin. (1509-1564)

1. A Frenchman, Calvin was a Roman Catholic trained in law, who became the
theological giant of the Reformation. His theological writings gave form and
substance to much of Protestantism.

2. Calvin was converted to the principles of the Reformation about 1533, while still
in France. But, when King Francis I began persecuting the Reformists, he fled to
Switzerland, which had become a haven for Reform scholars. While there, he wrote
the first edition of Institutes of the Christian Religion (1536), which became a
guidebook for Protestants and established Calvin as a religious leader. Also, he
developed views on church structure and a representative form of government
which were later incorporated into the organization of the Reformed and
Presbyterian Churches, as well as civil governments. From 1538-41, Calvin was
exiled in Germany when he refused to accept the power of civil authorities over
church liturgy. But, in 1541 he was invited back to Geneva, where he became the
city magistrate and proceeded to establish an ecclesiastical government. Instead of
the state ruling the church, Calvin believed in a theocratic government (the church
ruling the state).
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3. Calvin’’s theology revolved around the concept of sovereignty:

a. "The sovereignty of God in his universe, the sovereignty of Christ in salvation,
the sovereignty of the Scriptures in faith and conduct, the sovereignty of the
individual conscience in the interpretation of the Will and Word of God."
(Handbook of Denominations, 8th ed., p. 206)

b. Calvin’’s system of theology, which had its roots in Augustinian thinking (St.
Augustine, c., 400 A.D.), has been summarized into five main points, using the
acronym, T-U-L-I-P: Total Hereditary Depravity, Unconditional Election,
Limited Atonement, Irresistible Grace and Perseverance of the Saints.

c. Because Calvin was magistrate of Geneva, the center of Reformation
scholarship, his impact upon the Protestant Reformation was profound.

d. "Strictly speaking, John Calvin did not found Presbyterianism; he laid the
foundations upon which it was constructed in Switzerland, Holland, France,
England, Scotland, and Ireland." (Ibid.)

B. John Knox. (1505? - 1572)

1. One of the men influenced by Calvin was John Knox, a Scottish Catholic who was
converted to Protestantism by about 1545. Because of persecution from England’’s
Queen Mary Tudor ("Bloody Mary"), he fled to Geneva, where he "adopted the
Calvinist doctrine that salvation is by faith alone and is restricted to those who are
predestined by God to be saved. He developed Calvin’’s ideas on church
government into Presbyterianism, in which religious authority is shared by a
national assembly, regional synods, subregional prebyteries, and local
congregations." (Merit Students Encyclopedia, X:432).

2. Knox, as much as anyone, must be credited with the actual formation of the
Presbyterian Church.

II. THE GROWTH OF PRESBYTERIANISM.

A. As we have said, Calvin’s teachings laid a base for the Reformed Churches in
Switzerland, Holland and Germany; the Huguenots in France; and the Presbyterian
Church in England and Scotland. Most Presbyterians in America trace their origin back
to the British and Scotch-Irish Presbyterians which fled religious persecutions in the 17th
and 18th centuries.

III. IMPORTANT DATES IN PRESBYTERIAN HISTORY.

A. 1533 - John Calvin converted from Catholicism to the Protestant Reformation.

B. 1536 - First edition of Calvin’’s Institutes of the Christian Religion was written.

C. 1541 - Calvin became magistrate of Geneva, Switzerland, and implemented a
Presbyterian form of civil government.
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D. 1555 - First Reformed congregation in France (Huguenots).

E. 1559 - John Knox returned to Scotland from Geneva, where he established the
Presbyterian faith. Presbyterianism became the official religion of Scotland within about
10 years.

F. 1611 - Presbyterian congregation in Virginia.

G. 1643-49 - The "Westminster Assembly," consisting of 151 Presbyterians, met and wrote,
among other documents, the Westminster Confession of Faith.

H. 1706 - The first presbytery in America was formed in Philadelphia.

I. 1861 - Presbyterian Church split into north and south. North: The Presbyterian Church
in the U.S.A. (PCUSA). South: Presbyterian Church in the U.S. (PCUS).

J. 1903 - A "Declaratory Statement" was added to the Westminster Confession, and the
PCUSA invited all Presbyterians to reunite.

K. 1958 - Merger between the United Presbyterian Church of America with the northern
church (PCUSA). This produced the United Presbyterian Church in the United States of
America (UPCUSA).

L. 1983 - Merger between UPCUSA and the southern church (PCUS). This produced the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). With this merger, the major branches of American
Presbyterianism were united.

IV. THE CONFESSIONS OF PRESBYTERIANISM

A. THE PURPOSE OF PRESBYTERIAN CONFESSIONS. - Subordinate, Changeable
Standards, Which Are Used To Promote Unity.

1. PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH:

a. "Confessions and declarations are subordinate standards in the church, subject
to the authority of Jesus Christ, the Word of God, as the Scriptures bear witness
to him. No one type of confession is exclusively valid, no one statement is
irreformable." ("The Confession of 1967," Preface; The Book of
Confessions, 9.03)

b. "The purpose of the Confession of 1967 is to call the church to that unity in
confession and mission which is required of disciples today." (Ibid., 9.05)

2. THE BIBLE:

a. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 - Scriptures are fully adequate as the standard of
the church (cf. 1 Tim. 3:15).

b. Ephesians 4:1-3 - The Bible calls Christians to unity! Confessions are
superfluous and infringe upon the work of the Bible.

B. Confessions Are Seen As Tools For Understanding The Gospel.
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1. PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH:

a. "The United Presbyterian Church in the United States of America
acknowledges itself aided in understanding the gospel by the testimony of the
church from earlier ages and from many lands. More especially it is guided by
the Nicene and Apostles’’ Creeds from the time of the early church; the Scots
Confession, the Heidelberg Catechism, and the Second Helvetic Confession
from the era of the Reformation; the Westminster Confession and Shorter
Catechism from the seventeenth century; and the Theological Declaration of
Barmen from the twentieth century." (Ibid., 9.04)

b. However, consider this statement from the Westminster Confession:

"The infallible rule of interpretation of Scripture, is the Scripture itself; and(1)

therefore, when there is a question about the true and full sense of any
scripture (which is not manifold, but one) it may be searched and known by
other places that speak more clearly." ("The Westminster Confession of
Faith," Chap. I, 9; The Book of Confessions, 6.009)

2. THE BIBLE:

a. 2 Timothy 2:15 - We can understand truth and properly apply it by
studying it. Human confessions are not authorized to meet this need.

b. This makes it clear that one must accept more than the Bible in order to be a
member of the Presbyterian Church!

C. The Confessions Accepted By The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.):

1. The Nicene Creed. (325 A.D.)

2. The Apostles’’ Creed.

3. The Scots Confession (1560).

4. The Heidelberg Catechism (1562).

5. The Second Helvetic Confession (1566).

6. The Westminster Confession of Faith (1647-48).

7. The Shorter and Larger Catechisms (1647-48).

8. The Theological Declaration of Barmen (1934).

9. The Confession of 1967 (1967). 

a. In addition to these, the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) has a Book of Order,
which contains guidelines for its church government and rules of discipline.

b. "Likewise we reject human traditions, even if they be adorned with high
sounding titles, as though they were divine and apostolic, delivered to the
Church by the living voice of the apostles, and, as it were, through the hands
of apostolic men to succeeding bishops which, when compared with the
Scriptures, disagree with them; and by their disagreement show that they are

Adult Bible Study - Page 34 of  161



not apostolic at all." ("The Second Helvetic Confession," Chap. II,
Paragraph 4; The Book of Confessions, 5.014).

D. THE BIBLE:

1. 1 Corinthians 4:6; Revelation 22:18-19 - We are not to go beyond what
God has revealed to us in His word. (cf. 2 John 9)

V. MAJOR DOCTRINES OF PRESBYTERIANISM

A. CALVINISTIC THEOLOGY.

1. Total Hereditary Depravity.

a. THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH:

(1) Original Sin. - 

(a) "Our first parents, being seduced by the subtlety and temptation of
Satan, sinned in eating the forbidden fruit....By this sin they fell from
their original righteousness and communion with God, and so became
dead in sin, and wholly defiled in all the faculties and parts of soul and
body." ("The Westminster Confession of Faith," Ch. VI, 1-2; The
Book Of Confessions, 6.031- .032)

(2) Hereditary Depravity. - 

(a) "They being the root of all mankind, the guilt of this sin was imputed,
and the same death in sin and corrupted nature conveyed to all their
posterity, descending from them by ordinary generation." (Ibid., 3;
6.033)

(3) Total Hereditary Depravity.

(a) "From this original corruption, whereby we are utterly indisposed,
disabled, and made opposite to all good, and wholly inclined to all evil,
do proceed all actual transgressions." (Ibid., 4; 6.034)

b. THE BIBLE:

(1) Original Sin.

(a) Genesis 3:1-6 - Adam and Eve were the original (first) sinners.

(b) Romans 5:12 - Through Adam, sin entered into the world. 

(2) Hereditary Depravity.

(a) Genesis 3:15-19 - From Adam, man has inherited the consequences of
his sins, but not his actual sins nor the penalty of his sins.

i) Physical decay and death - v. 19; 1 Corinthians 15:21-22.

ii) Struggle with Satan - v. 15; 1 Peter 5:8.
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iii) Pregnancy and childbirth attended by pain - v. 16.

iv) Physical hardships and toil - v. 17-19.

v) Environmental influences and conditions for temptations - cf.
Romans 5:19.

a) But, sin is committed, not inherited - Romans 5:12;
Ezekiel 18:4, 20.

b) Must be like children to enter the kingdom of heaven -
Matthew 18:1-3; 19:14.

(3) Total Hereditary Depravity.

(a) In the sense that the whole of man’’s being has been affected by sin,
depravity can be pervasive in an individual - Genesis 6:5; Jeremiah
17:9; Ephesians 2:1-3.

(b) But it is not true that "from this original corruption.. we are disabled,
and made opposite to all good, and wholly inclined to all evil...."

(c) What caused Adam and Eve to sin?

i) Not a sinful nature. All that they had and were came from
God!

ii) The appeal of the prohibition - Genesis 3:4-6.

(d) People today sin in the same way Adam sinned!

i) James 1:14-15 - Sin begins in the mind of man, not in a
"sinful nature" which makes him "wholly inclined to all evil."

ii) Ecclesiastes 7:29 - Man has sought after sin - He is not born
with it.

B. Unconditional Election.

1. THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH:

a. "By the decree of God, for the manifestation of his glory, some men and angels
are predestined unto everlasting life, and others foreordained to everlasting
death. These angels and men, thus predestinated and fore-ordained, are
particularly and unchangeably designed; and their number is so certain and
definite that it cannot be either increased or diminished." ("The Westminster
Confession of Faith," III, 3-4; The Book of Confessions, 6.016-.017)

b. "First, with reference to Chapter III of the Confession of Faith: that concerning
those who are saved in Christ, the doctrine of God’’s eternal decree is held in
harmony with the doctrine of his love to all mankind, his gift of his Son to be
the propitiation for the sins of the whole world, and his readiness to bestow his
saving grace on all who seek it; that concerning those who perish, the doctrine
of God’’s eternal decree is held in harmony with the doctrine that God desires
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not the death of any sinner, but has provided in Christ a salvation sufficient for
all....that his decree hinders no man from accepting this offer; and that no man
is condemned except on the ground of his sin." ("Declaratory Statement,"
1903, Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.); The Book of Confessions, 6.191- .192)

c. Since man is totally depraved, only God’’s action can save him. And since man
cannot affect his salvation, God must choose who will be saved, and who will
not.

d. Take note of the apparent attempt to lessen the impact of this doctrine in the
"Declaratory Statement" above.

2. THE BIBLE:

a. Ephesians 1:3-7 - God had an eternal plan to save men in Christ - (cf.
Romans 9:11; 11:5).

(1) "He predestined the plan, not the man."

(2) God chose the kind of person He would save - Romans 8:28-30.

b. Joshua 24:15 - Man is a free moral agent to choose to serve God or evil. (cf.
Romans 10:12-13)

c. Acts 10:34-35 - God is not a respector of persons.

d. 1 Timothy 2:4; 2 Peter 3:9 - God desires all to be saved.

C. Limited Atonement.

1. THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH:

a. "God did, from all eternity, decree to justify all the elect; and Christ did, in the
fulness of time, die for their sins and rise again for their justification:...." ("The
Westminster Confession of Faith," XIII, 4; The Book of Confessions,
6.071)

b. Since God chose certain individuals to save, then Christ’’s blood was shed for
just those few.

2. THE BIBLE:

a. Christ’’s blood is available to all - John 3:16; 1 Timothy 2:3-6;
Hebrews 2:9; 1 John 2:2.

b. The gospel is for all - Matthew 28:19-20; Romans 1:16.

D. Irresistible Grace.

1. THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH:

a. "All those whom God has predestinated unto life, and those only, he is pleased,
in his appointed and accepted time, effectually to call, by his Word and
Spirit,...." (Ibid., XII, 1; 6.064)

b. "This effectual call is of God’’s free and special grace alone, not from anything
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at all foreseen in man, who is altogether passive therein, until, being quickened
and renewed by the Holy Spirit, he is thereby enabled to answer this call, and
to embrace the grace offered and conveyed in it." (Ibid., XII, 2; 6.065)

c. "Elect infants, dying in infancy, are regenerated and saved by Christ through the
Spirit, who worketh when, and where, and how he pleaseth. So also are all
other elect persons who are incapable of being outwardly called by the ministry
of the Word." ("The Westminster Confession of Faith," XII, 3; The Book
of Confessions, 6.066)

d. Since an act of God saves (without man’’s action at all), the grace cannot be
resisted. Salvation comes through a direct operation of the Holy Spirit.

2. THE BIBLE:

a. God calls men to salvation through the gospel - 2 Thessalonians
2:13-14; John 6:44-45; Romans 1:16.

b. This call to salvation (revealed by the Holy Spirit in the gospel) can be resisted
- Acts 7:51; 13:44-46.

c. Man is active in his salvation - Matthew 11:28; Acts 2:40-41; Philippians
2:12.

E. Perseverance Of The Saints.

1. THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH:

a. "They whom God hath accepted in his Beloved, effectually called and
sanctified by his Spirit, can neither totally nor finally fall away from the state
of grace: but shall certainly persevere therein to the end, and be eternally saved.
This perseverance of the saints depends, not upon their own free-will, but upon
the immutability of the decree of election, flowing from the free and
unchangeable love of God the Father;...." (Ibid., XIX, 1-2; 6.094- .095)

b. "Nevertheless they may, through the temptations of Satan and of the world, the
prevalency of corruption remaining in them, and the neglect of the means of
their preservation, fall into grievous sins; and for a time continue therein:
whereby they incur God’’s displeasure,...." (Ibid., XIX, 3; 6.096)

c. Since God saves men unconditionally and has predetermined that some will go
to heaven, those He saves cannot totally fall from grace, no matter what they

do.

2. THE BIBLE:

a. Galatians 5:4 - Christians can fall from grace.

b. Hebrews 3:12-13 - A Christian can fall away from the living God.

c. Hebrews 10:36-39 - Christians can shrink back unto destruction.

d. John 10:27-29 - As we hear and follow Jesus, we have security of our souls.
Therefore, our security is dependent upon our free-will choice to follow Jesus.
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e. 1 Corinthians 10:12 - Like Israel, God’’s people today can fall.

VI. THE BIBLE- THE WORD of GOD:

A. THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH:

1. "The Bible is an inspired record of God’’s revelation of Himself to all. Of the men
who wrote the Bible...Presbyterians do not believe that they were ‘‘pens of God’’
as the pre-Christian writers believed but rather, that they were ‘‘inspired’’ by God
to reveal God to all people." ("What Is A Presbyterian?", p. 7)

2. "The Scriptures, given under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, are nevertheless the
words of men, conditioned by the language, thought forms, and literary fashions of
the places and times at which they were written." ("The Confession of 1967,"
Part I, Sec. C., 2; The Book of Confessions, 9.29)

B. THE BIBLE:

1. Inspiration.

a. "God-breathed" - 2 Timothy 3:16-17; 2 Peter 1:21.

b. The Bible is verbally inspired - 1 Corinthians 2:10-13; cf. 2 Samuel
23:2; Jeremiah 1:9.

2. This is not mechanical - The Holy Spirit used the educational, social and cultural
backgrounds of each writer, hence, the differences which are seen in the styles of
writing. Yet, it is all the "word of God!"

VII. JUSTIFICATION.

A. The Imputation Of Righteousness.

1. THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH:

a. "Those whom God effectually calleth, he also freely justifieth:...by imputing the
obedience and satisfaction of Christ unto them,...." ("The Westminster
Confession of Faith," XIII, 1; The Book of Confessions, 6.068)

b. "Justification is an act of God’’s free grace, wherein he pardoneth all our sins,
and accepteth us as righteous in his sight, only for the righteousness of Christ
imputed to us, and received by faith alone." ("The Shorter Catechism," # 33;
The Book of Confessions, 7.033)

2. THE BIBLE:

a. Jesus lived a sinless life to be a perfect sacrifice for sins - 1 Peter 1:18-
19; Hebrews 5:8-9.

b. One’s own faith is imputed (counted) to him for righteousness -
Romans 4:5-8.
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B. Justification By Faith Alone.

1. THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH:

a. "Faith, thus receiving and resting on Christ and his righteousness, is the alone
instrument of justification." ("The Westminster Confession of Faith," XIII,
2; The Book of Confessions, 6.069)

2. THE BIBLE:

a. James 2:24 - Not only by faith. Our faith must be an active, obedient
faith.

b. The kind of faith which saves is faith which obeys God - Romans 6:17-18;
Hebrews 5:8-9; Hebrews 10:39ff.

VIII. BAPTISM.

A. Its Purpose.

1. THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH:

a. "Baptism is a sacrament of the New Testament, ordained by Jesus Christ, not
only for the solemn admission of the party baptized into the visible Church, but
also to be unto him a sign and seal of the covenant of grace, of his ingrafting
into Christ, of regeneration, of remission of sins, and of his giving up unto God,
through Jesus Christ, to walk in newness of life:...." ("The Westminster
Confession of Faith," XXX, 1; The Book of Confessions, 6.154)

b. "Although it be a great sin to contemn or neglect this ordinance, yet grace and
salvation are not so inseparably annexed unto it as that no person can be
regenerated or saved without it, or that all that are baptized are undoubtedly
regenerated." (Ibid., XXX, 5; 6.158)

c. Baptism is a sign of salvation, but is not necessary in order to be saved. It
places one into the Church.

2. Its Subjects.

a. "Not only those that do actually profess faith in and obedience unto Christ, but
also the infants of one or both believing parents are to be baptized." (Ibid.,
XXX, 4; 6.157)

b. Presbyterians baptize adults and infants.

3. Method Of Administration.

a. "Dipping of the person into the water is not necessary; but baptism is rightly
administered by pouring or sprinkling water upon the person." (Ibid., XXX, 3;
6.156)

b. Presbyterians accept pouring and sprinkling as baptism.
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B. THE BIBLE:

1. Its Purpose.

a. To receive remission of sins - Acts 2:38; et al.

b. It is not a sign of being saved -- Without it, we are not saved!

c.  See Lesson Three: The Lutheran Church, for more on NT baptism.

2. Its Subjects.

a. Repentant believers - Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38.

b. Adults, not infants.

c.  See Lesson Three: The Lutheran Church, for more on NT baptism.

3. Its Method Of Administration.

a. Immersion - Acts 8:38; Colossians 2:12.

b. Baptizo is defined "to immerse, to dip, to plunge."

c. See Lesson Three: The Lutheran Church, for more on NT baptism.

IX. CHURCH GOVERNMENT

A. PRESBYTERIAN IN NATURE. -  Government By Representation.

1. THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH:

a. "The Presbyterian Church is a representative democracy governed by elders
elected from or by the congregation." ("What Is A Presbyterian," p. 3)

b. "The Presbyterian form of government is that of delegated authority. This
authority lodges in the members of the Church, but the people exercise this
right by the election of representatives called ruling elders, who, in conjunction
with ministers, make up the session, presbytery, synod, and General Assembly."
("The Christian Faith," p. 36)

c. "Authority resides with the duly elected representatives of the congregation in
the appointed church courts." ("What Is A Presbyterian?," p. 3)

2. THE BIBLE:

a. All authority belongs to Jesus - Matthew 28:18.

b. His body is ruled over by Him, through His divine word - Ephesians 1:22-23;
Colossians 3:17; 1 Timothy 3:15.

c. His church is a monarchy, not a democracy!

B. Principle Offices.

1. THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH:

a. Presbyters.
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(1) "Presbyters are ministers and ruling elders, who are on an equality in the
governing bodies of the Church." ("The Christian Faith," p. 36)

b. Ordained Officers.

(1) "The ordained officers in a local Presbyterian Church are ministers, ruling
elders, and deacons." (Ibid.)

2. THE BIBLE:

a. Presbyters.

(1) Elders - Acts 14:23.

(2) Also called bishops, overseers and pastors - Acts 20:17,28; Ephesians
4:11; 1 Peter 5:2.

b. Ordained Officers.

(1) Ordained means "to set in place."

(2) When a man meets the Scriptural qualifications, he is set into the office or
work for which he is qualified.

c. Elders - 1 Timothy 3:1-7; Titus 1:5-9.

d. Deacons - 1 Timothy 3:8-13.

X. GOVERNING BODIES WITHIN PRESBYTERIANISM.

A. THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH:

1. “The overall church structure consists of 4 courts." ("What Is A Presbyterian?",
p. 3)

2. "The governing bodies of the Presbyterian Church are the session, the presbytery,
the synod, and the General Assembly." ("The Christian Faith," p. 37)

a. Session - "Lowest court...teaching elders (ordained ministers and pastors) and
ruling elders -- all elected by the congregation." ("What Is A Presbyterian?",
p. 3)

b. Presbytery - "Elders and ministers from congregations who oversee the local
churches." (Ibid.)

c. Synod - "Representatives elected from each Presbytery to oversee several
Presbyteries." (Ibid.)

d. General Assembly - "The highest court made up of equal numbers of lay people
and clergy chosen by the presbyteries." (Ibid.)

B. THE BIBLE:

1. Congregational organization - Acts 14:23; Philippians 1:1.

2. Congregational autonomy - 1 Peter 5:2.
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3. No Bible authority for any organization larger than the local congregation.

XI. CONCLUSION

A. It is clear that the Presbyterian Church was organized and founded by men. Upon the
basis of John Calvin’’s theology, John Knox organized this religious body in the 16th
century. When its history and its doctrines are compared to the Bible, Presbyterianism
is found to be a departure from the revealed truth of the gospel. It relies heavily upon
human doctrines and confessions to sustain its beliefs and practices.

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

1. What is the distinction between the "Reformed" and "Presbyterian" Churches?

2. Whose theology was the basis of the Reformation and Presbyterianism?

3. What was the central concept around which Calvin developed his theology?

4. For what does the acronym T-U-L-I-P stand?

5. Did John Calvin found the Presbyterian Church? Who did?

6. Most American Presbyterians trace their heritage from which immigrants?

7. When was the Westminster Confession of Faith written?

8. Discuss the major mergers within the Presbyterian Church.

9. What purposes are given the confessions of the Presbyterian Church?

10. State the doctrine of Total Hereditary Depravity, and answer it.

11. How has Unconditional Election undergone modification in this century?
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12. How does God elect men to salvation?

13. Define the doctrine of Limited Atonement. Prove Jesus died for all men.

14. According to the doctrine of Irresistible Grace, who acts upon the sinner in order to save
him?

15. How does the Holy Spirit work in human salvation?

16. Give two passages which prove Christians can fall from grace.

17. What type of inspiration did the Bible writers have?

18. What did Jesus’’ sinless life qualify Him to be?

19. What kind of faith justifies a person before God?

20. Describe the Presbyterian form of church government, its organization and its officers.
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LESSON FIVE: - By Joe. R. Price

THE BAPTIST CHURCH

INTRODUCTION

The Baptist Church is one of the major Protestant forces in the United States, with at least twenty-
seven denominations reporting an approximate membership of 29 million in 1983 (the largest among
Protestant denominations in America). There are about 95,000 local Baptist churches in America,
each independent of each other. Interestingly, in 1965, it was reported that the largest Baptist
membership outside of the United States could be found in the Soviet Union, where there were
approximately 512,000 Baptists. (Merits Students Encyclopedia, II:566) As a church, or organized
churches, the Baptist Church had its beginning in Holland and England in the early 1600’’s.

THE HISTORY OF THE BAPTIST CHURCH

I. BEGINNINGS

A. With the 16th century Reformation and its scattering effect across Europe, a number of
slightly different convictions of faith began to be preached. In Germany and Switzerland,
we find "Pedobaptists," who baptized infants and children (cf. Lutheran and Reformed
Churches); "Anti-Pedobaptists," who opposed infant baptism; and "Anabaptists," who
rebaptized adults once baptized as children.

1. "The Anabaptists were the left wing of the Reformation and held to a literal
application of the Word of God in social matters; they were communistic and
pacifistic, opposing capital punishment, oaths in court, the holding of public office,
and payment of taxes and interest; and they rejected infant baptism as unscriptural.
They insisted upon the separation of church and state, and defended this belief
heroically, to the point of fanaticism and martyrdom. Under persecution they spread
all over Europe. Some fled to Norway, others to Italy, Poland, Holland, and
England." (Handbook of Denominations in the United States, Mead, 8th ed.,
p. 35)

2. The Anabaptist faith had a great deal of influence upon the heritage of the Baptist
Church.

B. John Smyth.

1. John Smyth was the leader of a group of British Separatists which had fled to
Amsterdam, Holland, to escape religious persecutions under James I. While in
Holland, they met and lived with a group of Mennonites (followers of former
Anabaptist leader Menno Simons). Smyth was completely taken with the
Mennonite's teachings of the sole authority of the scriptures for man’s faith and
practice, that baptism was the believer’’s privilege, that church and state should be
completely and forever separate, as well as other of their teachings.

a. Upon accepting these views, "Smyth re-baptized himself and his followers in
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the Anabaptist, or Baptist, faith and organized the first English church in 1609."
(Handbook of Denominations, p.35)

2. Later, because Smyth tried to make his followers Mennonites, he was
excommunicated, and died in 1612. With persecution waning, Smyth’s people
drifted back across the English Channel, and in 1611 established another Baptist
Church, this time in London.

C. Roger Williams and John Clarke.

1. There is still dispute among Baptists over when and by whom the first Baptist
Church in America was established. Many scholars ascribe this recognition to
Roger Williams at Providence, Rhode Island, in 1639. In 1641, John Clarke
established another Baptist Church at Newport, Rhode Island.

D. Theological Heritage Of The Baptist Church.

1. The first two Baptist churches which were established (Holland and England) were
"General" Baptist churches. This is, they believed in a general atonement for all,
thus rejecting Calvinism's limited atonement.

2. The first "Particular" (British) church dates back to 1638. The Particular Baptists
were Calvinistic in theology. A third body, the Immersion Baptists, broke away
from them, and in 1644 wrote a confession of faith which was very Calvinistic.

3. The first two Baptist churches in America were Particular, or Calvinistic, churches.
Certain Calvinistic principles continue to be the theological standard for most
Baptists today.

E. Chronology Of Baptist Church History. - [See The Hiscox Guide For Baptist
Churches, p. 141-148, a reprint from Robert G. Torbet’s A History of the Baptists
(Revised), 1963].

1. 1525 - Swiss Anabaptists broke with Zwingli.

2. 1609 - First English General Baptist church formed in Holland under John Smyth.

3. 1611 - Organization of first General Baptist church in England by Helwys and
Murton.

4. 1638-39 - Organization of the first Baptist church in America; at Providence, RI,
by Roger Williams, or in Newport, RI, by John Clarke.

5. 1644 - London Confession of 1644; Calvinistic.

6. 1677 - The Confession of 1677 (Second London Confession), a revision of the
Westminster Confession.

7. 1742 - The London Confession of Particular Baptists (1689) was adopted by the
Philadelphia Association, and by adding two articles, it became known as the
Philadelphia Confession.

8. 1833 - The New Hampshire Confession was written to combat the Arminianism of
Freewill Baptists.
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9. 1845 - Division over slavery and the nature of denominational organization.
Southern Baptist Convention organized at Augusta, Georgia.

10. 1925 - "The Baptist Faith and Message" adopted by the Southern Baptist
Convention.

11. 1947 - Formation of the Conservative Baptist Association of America.

12. 1963 - "The Baptist Faith and Message" was revised by the Southern Baptist
Convention.

CONFESSIONS AND DECLARATIONS OF FAITH

II. THE MAJOR BAPTIST CONFESSIONS OF FAITH.

A. One Universally Accepted Confession Does Not Exist Among Baptists.

1. "Among Baptists, as their churches are independent, it is optional with each church
to have a declaration or not, as it may think best." (Baptist Church Manual,
Revised, Pendleton, p. 43)

2. "Baptists have attached less importance to creedal statements than most other
denominations. Nevertheless they, too, have some historic documents which they
respect and use, but to which they are not bound." (The Hiscox Guide for Baptist
Churches, p. 18)

B. The Major Baptist Confessions Or Declarations Of Faith Include:

1. The London Confession of Faith (1644). Issued by seven Baptist churches.

2. The Second London Confession (1677). Strongly Calvinistic.

3. The Philadelphia Confession (1742). Same as the Second London Confession, plus
two articles.

4. The New Hampshire Confession (1833). Mildly Calvinistic.

5. Abstract of Principles (1859). Adopted by the Southern Baptist Seminary in 1859,
and by the Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary in 1950. A Baptist
interpretation of the Westminster Confession.

6. The Baptist Faith And Message (1925; revised in 1963). Adopted by the Southern
Baptist Convention.

III. THE USES AND PURPOSES OF CONFESSIONS OR DECLARATIONS OF FAITH.

A. They Provide A Consensus Of Opinion For General Instruction. — 

1. BAPTIST CHURCH:

a. "That they constitute a consensus of opinion of some Baptist body, large or
small, for the general instruction and guidance of our own people and others
concerning those articles of the Christian faith which are most surely held
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among us." ("The Baptist Faith And Message," Tract form, p. 4)

b. "That they are statements of religious convictions, drawn from the Scriptures,
and are not to be used to hamper freedom of thought or investigation in other
realms of life." (Ibid., p. 4-5)

2. THE BIBLE:

a. 1 Corinthians 1:10 - It is certainly true that we are to all speak the same thing.

b. Acts 2:42 - The "apostles’’ teaching" (gospel) provided the basis for
unity and instruction in the early church, not a humanly devised
declaration.

c. Galatians 1:8-9 - If declarations of faith declare what is in the Bible, are they
not superfluous as tools of instruction?

B. They Are Guides In Interpreting The Bible.

1. BAPTIST CHURCH:

a. "That the sole authority for faith and practice among Baptists is the Scriptures
of the Old and New Testaments. Confessions are only guides in interpretation,
having no authority over the conscience." ("The Baptist Faith And Message,"
p. 4)

b. "As there is such a diversity of opinion in the religious world, it is eminently
proper for those who appeal to the Scriptures as the fountain of truth to declare
what they believe the Scriptures to teach." (Baptist Church Manual,
Pendleton, p. 42)

2. THE BIBLE:

a. Ephesians 3:3-5 - By reading the word of God, we can understand what it
teaches, and therefore, correctly interpret it.

b. 1 Corinthians 4:6 - Do not such confessions crystallize divisions
among people, rather than unite them?

C. The Supremacy Of The Bible.

1. BAPTIST CHURCH:

a. "The Bible contains the revelation of God to man. It is the supreme standard of
faith and practice. Whatever conforms to this standard is right - whatever
deviates from it is wrong." (Ibid., p. 41)

b. "Primitive Christianity drew up no Confessions of Faith." (W. D. McGlothlin,
former professor in the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, quoted
from his book Baptist Confessions of Faith, intro.; in "Church Origins,"
p. 6, Bill Crews)

2. THE BIBLE:

a. Colossians 3:17 - Where is the Bible authority to write Confessions of Faith?
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There is none!

BASIC DOCTRINES GENERALLY HELD BY ALL BAPTISTS - Taken from
Handbook of Denominations, p. 37:

D. The inspiration and trustworthiness of the Bible.

E. The Lordship of Jesus Christ.

F. The inherent freedom of each individual to approach God for himself.

G. Salvation through faith by way of grace and contact with the Holy Spirit.

H. Baptism is immersion, to place one into the Baptist Church (infant baptism is rejected).

I. Independence of the local church.

J. Complete separation of church and state.

K. The immortality of the soul.

L. The ultimate triumph of God's kingdom.

IV. COMPARING SOME BAPTIST DOCTRINES WITH THE BIBLE

A. DOCTRINES CONCERNING SIN AND SALVATION.

1. The Sinful Nature ("Sin Nature") Of Man.

a. BAPTIST CHURCH:

(1) "We believe that man was created in holiness, under the law of his Maker;
but by voluntary transgression fell from that holy and happy state; in
consequence of which all mankind are now sinners, not by constraint but
choice; being by nature (emp. mine - jrp) utterly void of that holiness
required by the law of God, positively inclined to evil (emp. mine - jrp);
and therefore under just condemnation to eternal ruin, without defence or
excuse." ("The New Hampshire Confession," III; Baptist Church
Manual, Pendleton, p. 46)

(2) While rejecting total hereditary depravity (classic Calvinistic position), it
is taught that a sinful nature is inherited, which causes one to choose to sin.
So, a sinful nature, not sin itself, is inherited.

(3) "Through the temptation of Satan man transgressed the command of God,
and fell from his original innocence; whereby his posterity inherited a
nature and an environment inclined toward sin, and as soon as they are
capable of moral action become transgressors and are under
condemnation." ("The Baptist Faith And Message," III, p. 10)

b. THE BIBLE:

(1) Man’s ‘sinful nature’ is no more inherited than is man’s ‘holy
nature’!
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(a) Romans 5:19 - If we all inherit a sinful nature through Adam, then we
all inherit a righteous nature through Christ!

(2) Man has a ‘sinful nature’ when he serves sin in his life.

(a) Romans 6:16-17 - Our nature is sinful when we serve sin. Our nature
is holy when we serve righteousness. Neither of these natures are
inherited (cf. v. 12-14).

(b) Ephesians 2:1-3 - Men are ‘by nature children of wrath’ when they
walk according to the course of this world (v. 2), are disobedient to God
(v. 2), live in the lusts of the flesh (v. 3), and do the desires of the flesh
and mind (v. 3). Sin is one’’s nature when he lives in sin.

(3) We are not born with a ‘sin nature.’ Children are role models for kingdom
citizens, therefore, it is inconceivable that they have a ‘sin nature’ -
Matthew 18:3; 19:14; Ezekiel 18:20.

B. Regeneration (The New Birth).

1. BAPTIST CHURCH:

a. ‘We believe that in order to be saved, sinners must be regenerated, or born
again; that regeneration consists in giving a holy disposition to the mind; that
it is effected in a manner above our comprehension by the power of the Holy
Spirit, in connection with divine truth, so as to secure our voluntary obedience
to the gospel; and that its proper evidence appears in the holy fruits of
repentance, faith, and newness of life.’ (‘The New Hampshire Confession,’
VII; Baptist Church Manual, Pendleton, p. 49-50)

b. ‘Regeneration, or the new birth, is a work of God's grace whereby believers
become new creatures in Christ Jesus. It is a change of heart wrought by the
Holy Spirit through conviction of sin, to which the sinner responds in
repentance toward God and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. (‘The Baptist Faith
And Message,’ IV, p. 11)

c. Because man's nature is sinful, he cannot even believe, until God regenerates
his nature by a supernatural intervention of the Holy Spirit. After this
regeneration, which gives man the ability to believe in and obey Christ, he can
have faith and repent, thereby being saved.

2. THE BIBLE:

a. The new birth is simultaneous with conversion.

(1) John 3:3-5 - The new birth (out of sin, into righteousness) has two
elements:

(a) Water: Baptism - cf. Titus 3:5.

(b) The Spirit: The Holy Spirit revealed word, the gospel - cf. Ephesians
5:25-26; 1 Peter 1:22-23.
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(c) When one, by faith in Christ, obeys His word and is baptized,
regeneration or purification of the soul occurs!

(2) 2 Corinthians 5:17 - At the moment we are in Christ, we are new
creatures.

(3) Sinners were told to believe, not wait for the Holy Spirit in order to be able
to believe! - cf. Acts 16:30-32; 8:5-6.

b. If a man cannot obey God until God regenerates him, and God never
regenerates him, whose fault is it that the man is lost? This Baptist doctrine, in
effect, makes God responsible for man’’s damnation!

C. Salvation By Faith.

1. Faith and Repentance. —  Both are brought about by the Holy Spirit.

a. BAPTIST CHURCH:

(1) ‘We believe that repentance and faith are sacred duties, and also
inseparable graces, wrought in our souls by the regenerating Spirit of
God;....’ (‘The New Hampshire Confession,’ VIII; Baptist Church
Manual, Pendleton, p. 50)

b. THE BIBLE:

(1) 2 Cor. 7:10 - Repentance is prompted by godly sorrow for one’’s
sin.

(2) Rom. 10:17 - Faith is produced by contact with the word of God.

(3) By use of the word He revealed, the Holy Spirit produces faith and
repentance within man.

2. Faith and repentance are inseparable.

a. BAPTIST CHURCH:

(1) See the above quote from ‘The New Hampshire Confession,’ VIII.

(2) ‘Repentance and faith are inseparable experiences of grace.’ (‘The Baptist
Faith And Message,’ IV, p. 11)

b. THE BIBLE:

(1) Faith and repentance are separate actions, both of which are
necessary for salvation.

(a) Faith - Heb. 11:6; Jno. 8:24.

(b) Repentance - Acts 17:30.

(c) Acts 11:21 - Believe, then turn to the Lord.

(2) It is possible to have faith (believe) and yet not repent - Jas. 2:19; John
12:42-43.

(3) Therefore, faith precedes repentance, not vice versa. It is an impossibility
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to repent (change the mind) before faith is present in the mind!

D. Salvation by faith only.

1. BAPTIST CHURCH:

a. ‘Simply believe on Him as the one who bore your sin, died in your place, was
buried and was raised for your justification.’ (‘God’’s Simple Plan of
Salvation,’ Ford Porter; Tract distributed by The Bible Baptist Church,
Clearfield, UT)

b. ‘We believe that the great gospel blessing which Christ secures to such as
believe in him is justification; that justification...is bestowed, not in
consideration of any works of righteousness which we have done, but solely
through faith in the Redeemer’’s blood;....’ (‘The New Hampshire
Confession,’ V; Baptist Church Manual, p. 48)

2. THE BIBLE:

a. We are not justified by faith only - James 2:24.

b. Saving faith is an active, obedient faith - cf. Matt. 7:21; Rom. 6:17-
18; Gal. 5:6; Heb. 10:37-39; Jas. 2:20; Acts 16:30-34.

c. In describing salvation ‘by faith,’ the Bible never says it is by ‘faith
only’.

d. Faith only (without works of faith / obedience) is:

(1) A dead faith - Jas. 2:17, 26.

(2) Incapable of demonstration - Jas. 2:18.

(3) The faith of demons - Jas. 2:19.

(4) A barren, unfruitful faith - Jas. 2:20.

e. Acts 10:34-35 - There are ‘works of righteousness’ we must do in order to be
acceptable to God. Compare this with the statement from ‘The New Hampshire
Confession’ (above, # 2. b.).

E. The Plan Of Salvation.

1. BAPTIST CHURCH: — (Taken from ‘A Visitor's Guide To Layton Hills Baptist
Church, S.B.C.,’ under the heading, ‘What The Bible Teaches About Salvation.’)

a. We are sinners (Romans 3:23), and the punishment of sin is death (Romans
6:23).

b. Jesus provided the payment for the wages of sin through His death (Romans
5:8).

c. Jesus is the only way to escape punishment for sins (John 14:6).

d. We must apply Romans 10:9 to be saved (confess and believe).

e. This is accomplished through:
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(1) Repentance (Luke 13:3b).

(2) Belief (Acts 16:31).

(3) Confession of faith (Matthew 10:32-33).

f. The results of salvation are:

(1) New life (2 Cor. 5:17).

(2) Eternal life (Jno. 3:16).

2. THE BIBLE:

a. We must indeed understand we are sinners, and that because Jesus
paid the price to redeem us from sin, He is the only means of escape
from sins (# 1-3 above).

b. Yes, Romans 10:9-10 must be obeyed to be saved, but Baptists assume this is
the complete and final (only) instruction given to the sinner for salvation. It is,
in fact, a general statement of the sinner’’s responsibilities in order to receive
salvation.

c. Plan of salvation:

(1) Hear the gospel of Christ - Jno. 6:44-45; Rom. 10:17.

(2) Faith in Jesus as the Son of God - John 8:23-24; Romans 10:9-10.

(3) Repentance of one’’s sins - Luke 13:3; Acts 17:30; Acts 2:38.

(4) Confession of one’’s faith - Matthew 10:32; Romans 10:9-10.

(5) Baptism for the remission of sins - Acts 2:38; Mark 16:16.

(6) After initial conversion, faithful life to Christ - Acts 2:42; 2 Cor. 5:17.

F. Water Baptism.

1. BAPTIST CHURCH:

a. Subjects: Believers, Christians.

(1) ‘Baptism is to be administered to those, and to those only, who have
exercised and professed a saving faith in Christ; that is, to believers. This
saving faith presupposes repentance for and a turning to the Lord with full
commitment of heart.’ (The Hiscox Guide for Baptist Churches, p. 86)

(2) ‘Baptism is the first thing after (emp. mine - jrp) a person is discipled to
Christ.’ (Baptist Church Manual, Pendleton, p. 94)

b. Purposes:

(1) Membership into the Baptist Church.

(a) ‘The spiritual change of the new birth constitutes Christian fellowship;
but to secure church fellowship, that change must be confessed in
baptism.’ (The Hiscox Guide for Baptist Churches, p. 39) 
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(b) ‘Being a church ordinance, it is prerequisite to the privileges of church
membership and to the Lord's Supper.’ (‘The Baptist Faith And
Message,’ VII, p. 13)

c. A ritual emblem whereby one’’s faith is confessed.

(1) ‘Baptism is also a confession of faith. The symbolism of that sacred rite
teaches the great cardinal doctrines of the gospel,....’ (The Hiscox Guide
for Baptist Churches, p. 89)

(2) ‘Baptism is, therefore, a symbolic proclamation of two of the three
prominent facts of the gospel - the burial and resurrection of Christ.’

(3) ‘Baptism also expresses, in emblem, the believer’’s death to sin, and
resurrection to newness of life.’ (Baptist Church Manual, Pendleton, p.
75)

d. Necessary To Be Obedient But Not To Be Saved.

(1) ‘Baptism may not be essential to salvation, but it is essential to obedience.’
(The Hiscox Guide for Baptist Churches, p. 87)

e. Its Efficacy: What Baptism Does For A Person.

(1) ‘But as an act of obedience to Christ, the reception of this ordinance usually
brings light, joy, and comfort to the soul....Baptism, therefore, is an act of
obedience, and as such brings the candidate into a more intimate and
exclusive fellowship with his Lord; but it possesses no power in itself to
remit sin, to change the heart, or to sanctify the spirit.’ (Ibid., p. 87-88)

2. THE BIBLE:

a. Subjects: Repentant believers.

(1) Acts 8:35-37 - Belief must precede baptism.

(2) Acts 2:37-38 - Repentance came before baptism.

(3) Acts 18:8 - Hear gospel, believe, then baptized.

b. Purposes Of Baptism:

(1) Through it, Christ Provides forgiveness of sins and fellowship with God.

(a) Matthew 28:19 - It places one into a relationship with Deity.

(b) Mark 16:16 - It is essential to be saved.

(c) Acts 2:38 - Necessary for the remission of sins and for the gift of the
Holy Spirit.

(d) Acts 22:16 - By it sins are washed away.

(e) Romans 6:3 - It puts one into Christ.

(f) Romans 6:3 - It brings one into contact with the death of Christ (the
benefits of His death - His saving blood).
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(g) Romans 6:4 - Through it, we die to sin.

(h) Galatians 3:26-27 - It is the action of faith by which we ‘put on
Christ.’

(i) Colossians 2:11-13 - At baptism, the sins of the flesh are put off, as we
receive the circumcision of Christ, and are buried with Him.

(j) 1 Peter 3:21 - It saves us, through the resurrection of Christ.

c. At baptism, the Lord adds us to His church (the body of the saved).

(1) 1 Corinthians 12:13 - Baptized into one body.

(2) Acts 2:41, 47 - Added by the Lord to the church upon receiving the word
and being baptized (v. 41) - Upon being saved (v. 47).

d. A symbol, not of a past occurrence, but of what actually happens when one is
baptized.

(1) Romans 6:4 - Just as Jesus died, was buried, and arose from the dead, in
baptism, we die to sin, are buried with Christ, and raised to live in newness
of life. This happens at the moment of baptism (cf. Col. 2:12-13).

(2) Titus 3:5 - It is the ‘washing of regeneration’ through which God’’s mercy
saves us (cf. Heb. 10:22; Acts 22:16).

e. Its Necessity.

(1) See ‘Purposes Of Baptism’: Since baptism is connected with our
forgiveness of sins, we cannot be saved without it.

(2) Acts 10:48 - Water baptism is a commandment from God.

(3) Hebrews 5:8-9 - Since Christ will save those who obey Him, how can we
reject His commandment of baptism and still be saved?

(4) To receive salvation, we must obey every commandment Christ gives us.

f. Its Efficacy: What Baptism Does For A Person.

(1) See ‘Purposes Of Baptism.’

(2) Baptism is presented as the step of faith by which one comes into the actual
possession of the spiritual blessings Christ provides.

G. The Impossibility Of Apostasy.

1. BAPTIST CHURCH:

a. True Believers Endure To The End - Those Who Do Not Are Only ‘Superficial
Professors.’

(1) ‘We believe that such only are real believers as endure unto the end; that
their persevering attachment to Christ is the grand mark which
distinguishes them from superficial professors; that a special providence
watches over their welfare, and that they are kept by the power of God
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through faith unto salvation.’ (‘The New Hampshire Confession,’ XI;
Baptist Church Manual, Pendleton, p. 54)

(2) ‘All true believers endure to the end....’ (‘The Baptist Faith And
Message,’ V:12)

b. Once Saved, Always Saved. Or, It Is Impossible For Sinning Christians To Be
Lost.

(1) ‘One who is born again cannot become unborn. One saved by grace will not
be lost by works....a Christian cannot lose his soul.’ (The Ruin of a
Christian, John R. Rice, p. 29; quoted in Workbook on
Denominational Doctrines, I, p. 25, J. Curtis Manor)

(2) ‘...Once a person has in faith invited the Lord Jesus Christ into his life, he
is eternally saved; he is always a part of God’’s family; he is ever a citizen
of God’’s kingdom, it is impossible for him to be lost.’ (A Layman’’s
Guide to Baptist Beliefs, Harold L. Fickett, Jr., p. 126-127; Ibid.)

2. THE BIBLE:

a. Apostasy - ‘A standing away; a falling away’ - 1 Timothy 4:1; 
2Thess. 2:3.

b. True believers, by sinning, jeopardize their souls:

(1) Acts 8:12-13, 18-24 - Simon was a Christian in danger of perishing (v. 20).
He was in the bondage of sin (v. 23) because his heart was not right before
God (v. 21).

(2) Galatians 2:11-14 - Because of his hypocrisy, the apostle Peter ‘stood
condemned’ (v. 11). He was not walking according to the truth of the
gospel (v. 14).

c. Christians can so sin as to lose their souls:

(1) James 5:19-20 - A Christian's soul can need saving from death!

(2) 2 Peter 2:20-22 - One who has escaped defilement, is again overcome in
sin. He ‘turn(ed) back’ from the holy commandment.

(3) Luke 18:13 - Those who hear and receive the word, can believe for a
while, yet in time of temptation ‘fall away.’

(4) For more Bible teaching on the possibility of apostasy, see: 1 Corinthians
9:27; 10:12; Galatians 5:2-4; Hebrews 3:12-13.

d. The impossibility of apostasy doctrine began in the Garden of Eden, when the
devil told the woman ‘Ye shall not surely die’ (Gen. 3:4), although God had
told Adam and Eve, ‘Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die.’
(Gen. 3:3)

e. The Christian’’s salvation is secure when he/she lives by faith - 1 Peter 1:3-5;
2 Peter 1:5-11; John 8:31-32; 10:27-29; 1 John 2:3-6.
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V. DOCTRINES CONCERNING WORSHIP.

A. The Lord’’s Day Is To Be Kept As A Sabbath.

1. BAPTIST CHURCH:

a. ‘We believe that the first day of the week is the Lord’’s Day, or Christian
Sabbath; and is to be kept sacred to religious purposes, by abstaining from all
secular labor and sinful recreations, by the devout observance of all the means
of grace, both private and public; and by preparation for that rest that remaineth
for the people of God.’ (‘The New Hampshire Confession,’ XV; Baptist
Church Manual, Pendleton, p. 57-58)

b. ‘The first day of the week is the Lord's Day. It is a Christian institution for
regular observance by refraining from worldly amusements, and resting from
secular employments, work of necessity and mercy only being excepted.’ (‘The
Baptist Faith And Message,’ VIII:14)

2. THE BIBLE:

a. Deut. 5:2-3, 12 - Sabbath observance was given exclusively to the nation of
Israel.

b. Colossians 2:14-17 - Sabbath observance was abolished, along with
the rest of the Old Testament law.

c. Acts 20:7 - Probably met at night due to having to work during the
day.

B. The Frequency Of The Lord's Supper.

1. BAPTIST CHURCH:

a. Monthly Observance.

(1) ‘There is no scriptural rule as to the frequency with which, nor the time or
place at which, it shall be observed. The primitive Christians evidently kept
the feast daily. Subsequently it came to be a weekly service, at each public
assembly. By some it is still so observed. Some churches observe it
quarterly, some bimonthly; but with our people it has come to be a general
custom to have the Communion monthly, and usually on the first Sunday
in the month.’ (The Hiscox Guide for Baptist Churches, p. 96)

(2) Baptist Defense Of This Position.

(a) No scriptural rule regarding frequency (see quote
above).

(b) Human custom and judgment determining factor.

(c) The reasoning used:

i) ‘This is not so often as to impair its sanctity
by frequency, and not so seldom as to allow it
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to pass out of mind and be forgotten.’ (Ibid.)

2. THE BIBLE:

a. Acts 2:42 - Indicates regularity, not occasional observance.

b. Acts 20:7 - Purpose of assembly on the first day of the week
was to break bread.

(1) On which first days should we partake of the Lord's Supper?

(2) Necessary Implication.....every first day! (cf. Exodus 20:8)

c. 1 Corinthians 11:24-26 - Its frequency does not detract from its
sanctity nor its meaning!

C. The Use Of Instrumental Music.

1. BAPTIST CHURCH:

a. Documentation unnecessary, since all know that instrumental music
is used by the Baptist Church in its worship.

b. Defense of its use:

(1) It was used in Old Testament worship - cf. Psalm 150:1-6.

(2) There are instruments of music in heaven - Revelation 5:8.

(3) The Bible doesn’t say not to use them.

2. THE BIBLE:

a. The music authorized in Christian worship is vocal music --
Singing. - Ephesians 5:19; Colossians 3:16; et al.

b. There is no New Testament passage authorizing instrumental
music as a part of our worship to God.

c. The defenses answered:

(1) They also burned incense, sacrificed animals and observed
feast days in Old Testament worship.

(a) Consistency is demanded here - Galatians 5:3.

(b) Instrumental music in OT worship was authorized! 2
Chronicles 29:25.

(2) Heaven is a spiritual realm, therefore, these cannot be literal
harps, trumpets, etc. Otherwise, we have physical things in a
spiritual realm!

(a) Rev. 5:8 - Consistency demands that one also have
‘bowls of incense’ in his worship!

(b) There are many things in heaven which are not on
earth, i.e., the throne of God (Rev. 4:2), the twenty-
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four elders and their thrones (Rev. 4:4), the four
living creatures (Rev. 4:6-8), Christ (Acts 7:55), the
Father (Rev. 3:21), the Holy Spirit (Rev. 4:5), etc.

(3) Point: God has not authorized the use of instrumental music
in worship on earth!

(a) Neither does the Bible say not to baptize infants.

(b) ‘It may be laid down as a principle of common sense,
which commends itself to every candid mind, that a
commission to do a thing authorizes only the doing of
the thing specified. The doing of all other things is
virtually forbidden. There is a maxim of law, that the
expression of one thing is the exclusion of another.’
(Baptist Church Manual, p. 81)

(c) ‘In application of the principle laid down....it will not
do to say, we are not forbidden, in so many words, to
baptize infants.’ (Ibid., p. 83)

(4) The silence of the scriptures does not give consent, it
prohibits! (Heb. 7:13-14)

VI. DOCTRINES CONCERNING THE KINGDOM OF CHRIST.

A. The Kingdom.

1. BAPTIST CHURCH:

a. ‘‘Particularly the kingdom is the realm of salvation into which men
enter by trustful, childlike commitment to Jesus Christ.’ (‘The
Baptist Faith And Message,’ IX:14)

2. THE BIBLE:

a. Agreement on this general definition of the kingdom,
although the specifics will show the Baptist disagreement
with the word of God - John 3:5; Colossians 1:13;
Revelation 1:6, 9; John 18:36.

B. The Coming Of The Kingdom.

1. BAPTIST CHURCH:

a. The Coming Of The Kingdom Is Future.

(1) ‘Christians ought to pray and to labor that the Kingdom may
come and God’’s will be done on earth.’ (Ibid.)

(2)  The Kingdom Will Be Established On Earth With Christ As
King When He Returns.
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2. THE BIBLE:

a. Mark 9:1 - The Kingdom Was Established In The First
Century.

b. The Kingdom Of Christ Is His Church:

(1) Acts 20:28 -- Revelation 5:9-10 - He purchased His church
with His blood. But, He purchased a kingdom with His blood.
Therefore, they are synonymous.

(2) Colossians 1:13 - This entrance into the kingdom is not in
prospect, but a reality at conversion.

(3) Revelation 1:6-9 - Christians are a kingdom, and John was a
partaker in the kingdom.

(4) 1 Corinthians 15:23-26 - When Jesus returns, He will not
bring the kingdom to earth, He will deliver the kingdom up to
God in heaven!

VII. ORGANIZATION OF THE BAPTIST CHURCH

A. CONGREGATIONAL ORGANIZATION.

1. Congregational Autonomy:

a. BAPTIST CHURCH:

(1) ‘This church is an antonymous body, operating through
democratic processes under the Lordship of Jesus Christ. In
such a congregation members are equally responsible. Its
Scriptural officers are pastors and deacons.’ (‘The Baptist
Faith And Message,’ VI:13)

(2) ‘Baptists say, with the New Testament before them, that the
action of each local congregation of believers is final.’
(Baptist Church Manual, p. 112)

b. THE BIBLE:

(1) 1 Peter 5:2 - Congregational autonomy (self-
governing).

(2) Acts 14:23 - Each church was separately organized,
with its own elders.

2. Officers Of The Church.

a. BAPTIST CHURCH:

(1) Pastor.

(a) Only one pastor is necessary in a Baptist
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congregation.

(b) He has the task of feeding and caring for the
church.

i) ‘A pastor is a minister, but a minister is not
necessarily a pastor....The pastor is the
poimen, who feeds and leads and cares for the
flock. The pastor has the care of a church; the
minister is a preacher, and may or may not
have the care of a church.’ (The Hiscox
Guide for Baptist Churches, p. 57-58)

(c) They are elected by the congregation.

i) ‘Churches secure their pastors by election, as
the free choice of the people, in each
individual church.’ (Ibid., p. 59)

(d) ‘In apostolic times, bishop, pastor, and elder were
terms of equivalent import.’ (The Baptist Manual, p.
100-101)

(2) Deacons.

(a) Chosen by free vote of the church.

(b) Generally serve for three years.

(c) Serve needs of the members and administer the affairs
of the body.

(3) Other Officers.

(a) ‘In addition to those church officers described in the
New Testament, others have become necessary as
church life in modern times have become more
complex.’ (Ibid., p. 74-75)

(b) ‘...the other offices which have been added to meet
the changing needs of the churches.’ (Ibid., p. 70-71)

i) Board of Trustees. Care for the financial
affairs of the church, property, etc.

ii) Board of Christian Education.

(c) Variety of committees.

(d) Clerk, Treasurer, Financial Secretary, Moderator,
Church School Superintendent, Employed Staff.

(e) These are elected, except for the employed staff.

b. THE BIBLE:
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(1) Pastors.

(a) Plurality of elders (pastors) - Acts 14:23; Titus 1:5.

(b) Feed or shepherd the flock - 1 Peter 5:2; Eph. 4:11.

(c) Pastors - Elders - Bishops - Different terms to refer to
the same person and work - 1 Peter 5:1-3; Eph. 4:11.

(d)  Must meet Biblical qualifications - 1 Timothy 3:1-7;
Titus 1:5-9.

(2) Deacons.

(a) Must meet qualifications - 1 Timothy 3:8-13.

(b) No time limit placed upon their service (until the need
they serve is met).

(c) They are not administrators with oversight, but
servants who serve the needs of the congregation
under the direction of the elders or pastors.

(3) No other offices set forth in the New Testament church.

VIII. ASSOCIATIONS.

A. Voluntary, Advisory Boards.

1. BAPTIST CHURCH:

a. ‘Christ's people should, as occasion requires, organize such
associations and conventions as may best secure cooperation for the
great objects of the Kingdom of God. Such organizations have no
authority over one another or over the churches. They are voluntary
and advisory bodies designed to elicit, combine, and direct the
energies of our people in the most effective manner.’ (‘The Baptist
Faith And Message,’ XIV:17)

2. THE BIBLE:

a. No evidence of such bodies being organized and maintained
in the New Testament church.

B. Purposes Of Associations.

1. BAPTIST CHURCH:

a. ‘Members of New Testament churches should cooperate with one
another in carrying forward the missionary, educational, and
benevolent ministries for the extension of Christ’’s Kingdom.’ (Ibid.)
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2. THE BIBLE:

a. The local congregation is sufficient to do the collective work
authorized in the New Testament. If not, where is the Bible
authority for associations? (Col. 3:17)

IX. CONCLUSION

A. The Baptist Church grew out of the Reformation Movement, and although some were
opposed to Calvinistic theology, most Baptist churches adopted a modified form as
central points of their doctrine. Its doctrines concerning sin, salvation, certain points
of worship, and some of its organization do not harmonize with Biblical precedents.
Many good, sincere people need to be taught the errors of the Baptist Church.

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

1. When and where did the Baptist Church have its beginning?

2. Who was John Smyth? What was his contribution to the formation of the Baptist Church?

3. Where were the first Baptist churches in America started?

4. What were General Baptist churches? Particular Baptist churches?

5. When was the Southern Baptist Convention organized?

6. To what extent are confessions of faith used in the Baptist Church?

7. Name two major Confessions of Faith which where written in America.

8. Review the major doctrines of the Baptist Church.

9. What do some Baptists believe is inherited from Adam? How does the Bible say we obtain
sinful natures?

10. According to Baptist doctrine, how does regeneration take place? When does the new birth
actually occur?

11. Why may we say that faith occurs before repentance?
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12. Answer the ‘salvation by faith only’ doctrine with Bible passages.

13. What is the plan of salvation according to Baptist doctrine? Answer it from the Bible.

14. What are the Baptist beliefs surrounding baptism? Answer them.

15. Why do you believe a Christian can fall from grace and be lost?

16. Is the Lord's Day a Sabbath? What is it?

17. What kind of music is authorized in the New Testament for worship?

18. Is Christ's kingdom in existence today? How do you know?

19. Who are pastors in the Bible? Deacons? Are there other Biblical offices?

20. Are congregations authorized to form associations?
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Figure John Wesley

LESSON SIX: - By Joe. R. Price

THE METHODIST CHURCH
INTRODUCTION

Methodism has approximately 13 million adherents in North America, with
a worldwide following of more than 18 million. Methodism celebrated its
bicentennial as an organized church in 1984. While there are currently 23
separate Methodist bodies in the United States, The United Methodist
Church is numerically the strongest. (Handbook of Denominations in the
United States, 8th ed., Mead, p. 159, 164)

In 1996, the United Methodist Church in the United States reported a lay
and ministerial membership of 8,497,274, with an additional 1,366,632
preparatory members. That same year there were 36,771 local churches in
the United States.

ORIGIN AND HISTORY

I. BEGINNINGS

A. John Wesley (1703-1791).
1. John Wesley’s place in the development of Protestantism has been the subject

of debate. According to John H. Leith, Wesley ‘stands between Classic
Protestantism and the Liberal Protestantism of the nineteenth century.
Wesley’’s emphasis upon Christian experience, upon holiness, upon ‘‘an
optimism of grace’’ gives a distinct character to his theology.’ (Creeds of the
Churches, 3rd ed., Leith, p. 353)

2. John Wesley was the son of a clergyman in the Church of England, and was
educated at Oxford University (John also became a clergyman). With his
younger brother Charles (1707-1788), and fellow student George Whitefield,
he started a movement at Oxford to protest and work against what was seen
as a sterile formalism within the Church of England. This group, the ‘Holy
Club,’ was started in 1729, and was dubbed by critics Bible Bigots and Bible
Moths. Also, out of derision, these proponents of a lifestyle which stressed
personal habits such as Bible study, prayer, acts of charity, piety and service,
were called Methodists (due to this methodical lifestyle).

3. As a missionary in the Church of England, John Wesley came to Georgia in
1736 and for the next two years, labored as a missionary to the Indians.
Unhappy and somewhat discouraged, he returned to England. Upon his
return, the most important event of his life occurred, which gave spark to the
rise of Methodism. This turning point in his life came when he attended a
prayer meeting in Aldergate Street, London, on May 24, 1738. Upon hearing
the preacher read Martin Luther’’s preface to the epistle of Romans, John
later wrote, ‘I felt my heart strangely warmed. I felt I did trust in Christ,
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Christ alone, for salvation; and an assurance was given me that he had taken
away my sins, even mine, and saved me from the law of sin and death.’
(Quoted in Encyclopedia Americana, p. 793)

4. His brother Charles had a similar experience on May 21, 1738 (just three days
earlier). John was 34 years old at this time, having already been a clergyman
in the Church of England for 12 years. His ‘experience of conversion’ gave
him the impetus to devote his life to promoting what he termed ‘practical
divinity.’

5. John Wesley did not plan to found a new church. He was interested in
reforming the Anglican Church (Church of England). When met by
resistance, he formed ‘societies’ (within the Anglican Church) designed to
promote the new found emphasis upon repentance, regeneration, justification,
holiness and sanctification to which John, Charles, George Whitefield and
others were committed.

B. Organizational Development.
1. By 1744, the organizational elements of Methodism were appearing. Such

things as a circuit system and an itinerant ministry, class meetings, class
leaders and lay preachers were being used. In 1744, the first annual
conference of ‘Methodists’ was held. By 1767, 26,000 Methodists (still
members of the Church of England) were found in England, Ireland, Scotland
and Wales.

2. In 1739, John Wesley drew up a set of General Rules, still printed in the
Methodist Discipline, as ‘an ideal delineation of Bible rules and conduct.’
(Handbook of Denominations, p. 160) From 1746-1760, he issued four
volumes of forty-four Sermons on Several Occasions, in which he set forth
basic teachings on all the main themes of Christian doctrine. In 1754, he
published a volume of Explanatory Notes Upon The New Testament as ‘a
guide for Methodist biblical exegesis and doctrinal interpretation.’ (The
Book of Discipline Of The United Methodist Church, 1980 ed., p. 41-42)
(We will henceforth refer to this book simply as Discipline. Please note we
will be referring to the 1980 edition. - jrp)

3. All of this, and many other things, caused a great deal of friction between
Anglican Church officials and the Methodists. Relationships were strained,
but bearable, until 1784.

C. Methodism In America.
1. Methodism was especially adapted to American life. Itinerant preachers

serving among the frontiersmen made Methodism a major religious force by
the late 1700’’s. In 1776, at the start of the Revolutionary War, there were
only about 7,000 Methodists in America, but by its end, the membership had
grown to nearly 15,000, with nearly 80 preachers.

2. Prominent in American Methodism were such men as Philip Embury, Robert
Strawbridge, Richard Boardman, Joseph Pilmoor, Francis Asbury (who
became the architect of American Methodism), and Thomas Coke. Most of
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these men were sent to America by John Wesley to organize and promote
3. Methodism. In fact, because the Anglican Church would not, Wesley himself

ordained Coke as superintendent, to ‘preside over the flock of Christ’ in
America. In turn, Coke ordained Asbury as a second superintendent.

4. At the Christmas Conference, December 24, 1784, at Baltimore, Maryland,
the Methodist Episcopal Church was organized, with Coke and Asbury
elected as superintendents (later called bishops).

D. Summary Of The Early Years Of Methodism.
1. The Methodist Church had its beginning from the Church of England.
2. John Wesley, although credited with founding the Methodist Church, never

left the Church of England.
3. Wesley did not stress theology nearly as much as he did personal involvement

in a religious experience, or ‘practical divinity.’
4. The Wesleyan emphasis on the profession of a personal experience of

salvation has influenced a large part of Protestantism.
5. Consider what John Wesley said about the use of party names:

a. ‘Would to God that all party names, and unscriptural phrases and
forms which have divided the Christian world, were forgot,’ and ‘that
the very name (Methodist-jrp) might never be mentioned more, but
be buried in eternal oblivion.’ (Universal Knowledge, IX:540)

II. CHRONOLOGY OF MAJOR EVENTS IN THE HISTORY OF METHODISM.
A. 1729 - The Holy Club is formed at Oxford, University, by John and Charles Wesley,

and George Whitefield.
B. 1738, May 24 - John Wesley’’s personal experience of conversion.
C. 1744 - First General Conference of Methodist societies held.
D. 1746-1760 - Four volumes of 44 sermons, Sermons on Several Occasions, were

published. A summary of Wesley’’s basic teachings, which has authoritative status
in the United Methodist Church.

E. 1754 - Wesley’’s Explanatory Notes Upon The New Testament published. Has
authoritative status in the United Methodist Church.

F. 1784, December 24 - The Methodist Episcopal Church in America was organized
at Baltimore, Maryland, under the leadership of Thomas Coke.

G. 1784 - The ‘Articles of Religion’ was adopted as a statement of Methodism’’s
principle tenets.

H. 1792 - First General Conference, made up solely of ministers, was held.
I. 1828 - Division over an insistance on lay representation led to the formation of the

Methodist Protestant Church.
J. 1844 - Division over slavery and a dispute over the constitutional powers of the

General Conference vs. the episcopacy (purely a political and social division). Split
resulted in the northern body keeping the name the Methodist Episcopal Church,
while the southern body became the Methodist Episcopal Church, South.

K. 1872 - The laity allowed to participate in General Conference for the first time.
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L. 1939 - The Methodist Episcopal Church, the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, and
the Methodist Protestant Church united to form The Methodist Church, at Kansas
City, MO.

M. 1968 - The Methodist Church merged with the Evangelical United Brethren Church
to form the United Methodist Church, at Dallas, TX.

III. CREEDS AND FOUNDATIONAL DOCUMENTS
A. DOCTRINAL STANDARDS OF THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH.

1. METHODIST CHURCH: — (From The Book Of Discipline, p. 49):
a. Sermons on Several Occasions, John Wesley (1746-1760)
b. Explanatory Notes Upon the New Testament, John Wesley (1754)
c. The Articles of Religion (1784)
d. Evangelical United Brethren Confession of Faith (1962)

2. THE BIBLE:
a. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 - Inspired scripture is sufficient as a

doctrinal standard.
b. 1 Timothy 6:3 - The words of Jesus Christ constitute the proper

doctrinal standard.
c. John 12:48; 17:17; Heb. 1:1-2 - Christ’’s word is the standard,

God’’s word is truth.
B. How Are These Standards Viewed?

1. METHODIST CHURCH:
a. As historical landmarks of the Methodist heritage.

(1) ‘In the first place, the Articles and the Confession are not to
be regarded as positive, juridical norms for doctrine,
demanding unqualified assent on pain of excommunication.
They are and ought to remain as important landmarks in our
complex heritage and ought rightly to be retained in the
Discipline... .they are not accorded any status of finality,.....’
(Ibid., 49-50)

b. Not legal tests for membership.
(1) ‘Such statements never have been and ought not to be legal

tests for membership.’ (Ibid., p. 50)
2. THE BIBLE:

a. Doctrine (word of God, its teachings) is a test of membership
in the Lord’s church.
(1) 2 John 9-11 - Not to receive anyone who goes beyond the

doctrine (teaching) of Christ.
(2) Romans 16:17 - Mark (take note of) and turn away from

those who cause divisions by promoting doctrines contrary to
the ones delivered by inspired men.

b. Man’s teachings are never to be the standard.
(1) Matthew 15:6-9 - Sinful to follow the doctrines of men.
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(2) Galatians 1:6-9 - Stern warning against accepting different
gospels.

IV. DOCTRINAL GUIDELINES IN THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH.
A. Four Main Sources And Guidelines For Christian Theology.

1. METHODIST CHURCH:
a. Scripture, tradition, experience and reason.

(1) ‘...by what methods can our doctrinal reflection and
construction be most fruitful and fulfilling? The answer
comes in terms of our free inquiry within the boundaries
defined by four main sources and guidelines for Christian
theology: Scripture, tradition, experience, reason. These four
are interdependent; none can be defined unambiguously. They
allow for, indeed they positively encourage, variety in the
United Methodist theologizing. Jointly, they have provided a
broad and stable context for reflection and formulation.’ (The
Book of Discipline, p. 78)

b. These four guidelines are to interact in the formulation of doctrine.
(1) ‘These four norms for doctrinal formulations are not simply

parallel and none can be subsumed by any other. There is a
primacy that goes with Scripture, as the constitutive witness
to biblical wellsprings of our faith. In practice, however,
theological reflection may find its point of departure in
tradition, ‘experience,’ or rational analysis. What matters
most is that all four guidelines be brought to bear upon every
doctrinal consideration.’ (Ibid., p. 81)

2. THE BIBLE:
a. The source for Biblical doctrine is the authority of Christ,

contained in inspired scripture.
(1) Colossians 3:17 - Must do all in the name of (by the authority

of) Christ.
(2) 2 Timothy 3:16 - Scripture is profitable for establishing and

instructing in doctrine.
(3) 2 Timothy 4:2-4 - Turning to human traditions and

experiences is specifically forbidden! (cf. 1 Cor. 1:21).
b. We must define our traditions, experiences and reasoning in terms of

what the Bible reveals, not vice versa!
B. Methodist View Of The Bible.

1. METHODIST CHURCH:
a. Sufficient for salvation.

(1) ‘The Holy Scripture containeth all things necessary to
salvation; so that whatsoever is not read therein, nor may be
proved thereby, is not to be required of any man that it should
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be believed as an article of faith, or be thought requisite or
necessary to salvation.’ (‘The Articles of Religion,’ Art. V;
Book of Discipline, p. 56)

b. Bible reveals the Word of God so far as it is necessary for our
salvation.
(1) ‘We believe the Holy Bible, Old and New Testaments, reveals

the Word of God so far as it is necessary for our salvaton.’
(‘The Confession of Faith of the Evangelical United
Brethren Church,’ Art. IV; The Book of Discipline, p. 64)

c. The words of men, inspired by God (thought inspiration - jrp).
(1) ‘As we immerse ourselves in the biblical testimony, as we

open our minds and hearts to the Word of God through the
words of persons inspired by the Holy Spirit, faith is born and
nourished,...’ (The Book of Discipline, p. 78)

(2) A 1967 survey by Jeffry Haddon asked 7,444 Methodist
ministers: ‘Do you believe the Bible is the inspired word of
God, literally?’
(a) Response: 82% said ‘NO.’

2. THE BIBLE:
a. Sufficiency of the scriptures to provide salvation - 2 Tim.

3:16-17; 2 Peter 1:3.
b. All scripture is inspired (breathed forth from God), whether

it relates to salvation, history, prophecy, etc. - 2 Tim. 3:16.
c. The Bible is verbally inspired - 1 Cor. 2:13; 1 Ths. 2:13; Matthew

10:17-20.

V. BASIC DOCTRINES OF METHODISM
A. SIN AND SALVATION.

1. Original Sin.
a. METHODIST CHURCH:

(1) ‘Original sin standeth not in the following of Adam (as the
Pelagians do vainly talk), but it is the corruption of the nature
of every man, that naturally is engendered of the offspring of
Adam, whereby man is very far gone from original
righteousness, and of his own nature inclined to evil, and that
continually.’ (‘The Articles of Religion,’ Art. VII; The
Book of Discipline, p. 57)

(2) Man inherits a sinful nature, and is naturally inclined to evil.

b. THE BIBLE:
(1) Man’’s nature is free from sin until he arrives at

accountability to God’’s law:
(a) Romans 7:9 - Paul was ‘alive’ until ‘the

Adult Bible Study - Page 70 of  161



commandment came’ (accountability to the
commands of God).

(b) Matthew 18:3; 19:14 - The nature of a child
illustrates the nature Christians should have!

(2) For more study on this subject, see ‘Lesson Five: The Baptist
Church.’

B. Salvation By Faith Only.
1. METHODIST CHURCH:

a. ‘We are accounted righteous before God only for the merit of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, by faith, and not for our own works or
deservings. Wherefore, that we are justified by faith, only, is a most
wholesome doctrine, and very full of comfort.’ (‘The Articles of
Religion,’ Art. IX; The Book of Discipline, p. 57)

2. THE BIBLE:
a. We cannot earn our salvation - Eph. 2:8-9; 2 Tim. 1:9;

Titus 3:5.
b. Works of faith (obedience) are essential to man’’s salvation -

James 2:14-26; Hebrews 5:8-9.
c. The only place in the Bible where the expression ‘faith only’ is used

is James 2:24, and it says:

‘Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by(1)

faith only.’ (KJV)
d. There is no comfort in the doctrine of salvation by faith only! (cf.

Matthew 7:21; Romans 6:17-18)
C. The Plan Of Salvation.

1. METHODIST CHURCH:
a. ‘Wesley’s most creative thought was given to God’’s plan of

salvation. With many refinements he proclaimed: (1) All need to be
saved from sin (original sin). (2) All may be saved from sin
(justification of faith). (3) All may know that they are saved
(Christian assurance by the witness of the Holy Spirit). (4) All may
be saved to the uttermost (Christian perfection or holiness and the
earthly culmination of a continuing process of salvation).’ (The
Encyclopedia Americana, p. 793)

2. THE BIBLE:
a. Hear the word of God - John 6:44-45; Romans 10:17.
b. Believe in God and Christ - Hebrews 11:6; John 8:24.
c. Repent of sins - Acts 17:30.
d. Confess faith in Christ - Matthew 10:32; Romans 10:9-10.
e. Be baptized - Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; 22:16.
f. Be faithful to Christ until death - Romans 12:1-2; Luke 9:62;

Revelation 2:10.
VI. BAPTISM.
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A. METHODIST CHURCH:
1. Its Subjects: Adults And Children.

a. ‘...because Jesus explicitly included the children in his kingdom, the
pastor of each charge shall earnestly exhort all Christian parents or
guardians to present their children to the Lord in Baptism at an early
age.’ (The Book of Discipline, paragraph 221, p. 116)

2. Its Purposes.
a. Adults - Sign of Distinction, Regeneration and Church Membership.

(1) ‘Baptism is not only a sign of profession and mark of
difference whereby Christians are distinguished from others
that are not baptized; but it is also a sign of regeneration or
the new birth. The baptism of young children is to be retained
in the church.’ (‘The Articles of Religion,’ Art. XVII; The
Book of Discipline, p. 59)

(2) Part of the process of Church Membership.
(a) ‘...after the completion of a reasonable period of

training, and after the Sacrament of Baptism has been
administered to those who have not been previously
baptized, the pastor shall bring them before the
congregation, administer the vows, receive them into
the fellowship of the Church, and duly enroll them as
full members.’ (The Book of Discipline, paragraph
216.1, p. 114)

b. Infants - Preparatory Membership in the Methodist Church.
(1) ‘The pastor of the church shall, at the time of administering

the Sacrament of Baptism, furnish the parents or guardians of
the child who is baptized with a certificate of Baptism, which
shall also clearly state that the child is now enrolled as a
preparatory member in The United Methodist Church.’ (Ibid.,
paragraph 222, p. 116)

3. Method of Administration -- Sprinkling, Pouring or Immersion.
a. Methodists recognize all three practices, although sprinkling is

commonly practiced among them.
B. THE BIBLE:

1. Subjects: Repentant Believers.
a. Acts 2:37-38,41 - Belief and repentance comes before

baptism.
b. Children don’’t qualify:

(1) No knowledge of good and evil - Deut. 1:39.
(2) No ability to believe, no sin, therefore, no need for salvation.

2. Purposes of Baptism.
a. Salvation - Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16; 1 Peter 3:21.
b. Fellowship with Christ - Galatians 3:27.
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c. Added to Christ’’s church - Acts 2:47; 1 Cor. 12:13.
3. Method of Administration.

a. ‘Baptizo’ is defined ‘to immerse, to submerge, to plunge.’
b. It is a burial - Romans 6:4; Colossians 2:12.
c. Much water is required - John 3:23.
d. Sprinkling and pouring do not qualify as scriptural baptism.

VII. CHURCH MEMBERSHIP.
A. Types Of Membership.

1. METHODIST CHURCH:
a. Full Membership: Full membership status.
b. Affiliate Membership: Methodists away from home who wish to

affiliate with a Methodist Church where they are temporarily living.
c. Associate Membership: Member of another denomination who

wishes to temporarily associate with a Methodist Church.
d. Preparatory Membership - ‘Persons in preparation for full

membership make up the preparatory roll of the church.’ -(The Book
of Discipline, p. 112, 118, 114)

2. THE BIBLE:
a. Membership in the Lord’’s church is determined upon the

basis of one’’s conversion to Christ (through compliance
with the Bible’’s plan of salvation), and one’’s faithfulness
as a Christian - Acts 2:37-38, 41, 47; 2 John 9-11.

b. Membership is denied when unrepented sin and error exist - 2 John
9-11; cf. Acts 9:26-29; 2 Thess. 3:6.

VIII. WORSHIP
A. The Lord’’s Supper.

1. METHODIST CHURCH:
a. Frequency: Generally observed once a month.

(1) Consider what John Wesley advised:
(2) ‘I also advise the elders to administer the supper of the Lord

on every Lord’’s Day.’ (Letters to America, 1784)
b. Elements: Tradition seems to decide. Some use unleavened bread and

fruit of the vine, others use leavened bread. Some have been known
to dip the leavened bread into the fruit of the vine to save time in its
distribution.

2. THE BIBLE:
a. Frequency: Every first day of the week - Acts 20:7.
b. Elements: Unleavened bread and fruit of the vine -

Matthew 26:19, 26-29.

B. Instrumental Music In Worship.
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1. METHODIST CHURCH:
a. There is no disagreement over the current use of such in the

Methodist Church.
b. This was not always the case. Consider Adam Clarke (Methodist

Commentator), on what John Wesley taught:
(1) ‘Music, AS A SCIENCE, I esteem and admire: but

instruments of music in the house of God I abominate and
abhor. This is the abuse of music; and here I register my
protest against all such corruptions in the worship of the
Author of Christianity. The late and venerable and most
eminent divine, the Rev John Wesley, who was a lover of
music, and an elegant poet, when asked his opinion of
instruments of music being introduced into the chapels of the
Methodists, said in his terse and powerful manner, ‘‘I have no
objections to instruments of music in our chapels, provided
they are neither heard nor seen.’’ I say the same.
(Commentary, Adam Clarke, Vol. 4, p. 684; from
‘Handbook of Religious Quotations,’ compiled by Dawson
and MacArthur, p. 89)

2. THE BIBLE:
a. Sing (Vocal Music) - Ephesians 5:19; Colossians 3:16; et

al.
b. To add another kind of music (instrumental music) is to add to God’’s

word - Galatians 1:6-9; Revelation 22:18-19.
c. For more on this subject, see ‘Lesson Five: The Baptist Church,’

IX. SOCIAL CONCERNS
A. Support And Operation Of Social Organizations (Educational, Medical,

Convalescent, etc.).
1. METHODIST CHURCH:

a. As of 1984: The United Methodist Church ‘has property valued at
$12,640,082,011, not including educational plants, hospitals, or
homes for the aged. There are 145 institutions devoted to long-term
care, 57 to health care, and 58 to child care. There are 81 United
Methodist colleges, 8 universities, 13 schools of theology, 14 2-year
colleges, 9 secondary schools, an elementary school, and a medical
college.’ (Handbook of Denominations, Mead, p. 172)

b. A statement of Social Principles, including a ‘Social Creed’ has been
adopted (1972) and revised (1976) by the General of the United
Methodist Church. Of this statement of Social Principles it is said:

c. ‘It is recommended that this statement of Social Principles be
constantly available to United Methodist Christians and that it be
emphasized regularly in every congregation. It is further
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recommended that our Social Creed be frequently used in Sunday
worship.’ (The Book of Discipline, p. 104)

2. THE BIBLE:
a. The NT church helped to relief needy saints - Acts 11:29;

Romans 15:25-26.
b. No Bible authority for the church to own and operate social,

benevolent or educational organizations.
c. Galatians 6:10; James 1:27 - Individual Christians should not

neglect doing good for all men.
d. The church is not a worldwide benevolent organization. Neither was

it designed to provide secular education.
B. Social Activities For Members.

1. METHODIST CHURCH:
a. Youth - The United Methodist Youth Fellowship is provided for

youth ages 12-18. (The Book of Discipline, p. 148)
b. Adults - United Methodist Women; United Methodist Men; various

other organizations.
c. Church socials, fund raisers, etc. are common in the Methodist

Church.
2. THE BIBLE:

a. The work of the church is not to feed the stomach, but to feed
the soul the gospel of Christ - cf. John 6:26-27; Acts 2:42,
46; 1 Cor. 11:22, 34.

b. The Lord’’s church is not a social organization, designed to provide
recreation (‘food, fun and frolic’).

X. ORGANIZATION OF THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH (U.M.C.)
A. CHURCH GOVERNMENT.

1. Governmental Organization.
a. METHODIST CHURCH:

(1) Worldwide Organization.
(a) General Conference - Highest legislative body,

presided over by bishops. Its work done mainly
through committees, whose reports, when adopted,
become Methodist law. Meets every four years.

(b) Jurisdictional Conferences - To assist in overseeing
the work and interests of the United Methodist Church
which falls within its boundaries. Gets its authority
from the General Conference; Presided over by the
bishops of its particular jurisdiction.

(c) Central Conferences - Meets the year succeeding
General Conference, and conducts the work of the
U.M.C. outside the U.S.A.
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(d) Annual Conferences - Covers defined, geographical
areas, and is made up of equal parts of clergy and lay
members. This conference is the basic body in the
Methodist Church (The Book of Discipline, p. 30)
through which the church’’s work flows. It ordains
and admits ministers, votes on constitutional
questions, supervises pensions and relief, etc.

(e) District Conferences - May at times be held if directed
to do so by the Annual Conference, to deal with the
business of the districts involved.

(f) Charge Conferences - Presided over by the district
superintendent, the Charge Conference is composed
of clergy and lay members within a charge (or
district). Meets at least annually, to evaluate and direct
the ministry of the church. It serves as ‘the connecting
link between the local church and the general
Church....’ (Ibid., paragraph 249, p. 129)

(2) Congregational Organization.
(a) Administrative Board.
(b) Council on Ministries.
(c) Committee on Pastor-Parish Relations.
(d) Board of Trustees.
(e) Committee on Finance.
(f) Committee on Nominations and Personnel.
(g) Other committees, councils, task forces, etc.
(h) Some of these boards, etc. are at times combined due

to congregational size. — (The Book of Discipline,
p. 125)

b. THE BIBLE:
(1) Worldwide (universal) Church.

(a) Christ is head - Ephesians 1:22.
(b) Each Christian is a member of the body, His

church - Ephesians 1:23.
(c) No earthly organization which activates the universal

church is revealed in the New Testament.
(2) The Local Church.

(a) Christ, the Head - Ephesians 4:15.
(b) Elders - Acts 14:23.
(c) Deacons - Philippians 1:1.
(d) Saints - Philippians 1:1.

(3) The contrast between the complexity of the Methodist
hierarchy and the simplicity of the New Testament pattern is
truly overwhelming!
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XI. OFFICES AND FUNCTIONS IN THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH.
A. METHODIST CHURCH:

1. Bishops (Ordained elders).
a. Six bishops oversee each jurisdiction of 500,000 members or less,

with one additional bishop for each additional 500,000 members, or
major fraction thereof. (The Book of Discipline, p. 237)
(1) Elected by the respective Jurisdictional and Central

Conferences.
(2) Council of Bishops - All U.M.C. bishops meet at least once

a year to plan and oversee the temporal and spiritual interests
of the entire Church. (Ibid., p. 35)

2. District Superintendents (Ordained elders).
a. Oversees the pastors and churches in a district.

3. Ordained Ministers - The pastor of a local church.
4. Diaconal Ministers - A ministry of service in either the local congregation or

larger parish. They are not subject to the appointments of the district
superintendent, as are ordained ministers.

B. THE BIBLE:
1. Elders (Bishops): Oversee individual congregations only - Acts

14:23; 1 Peter 5:2.
2. Deacons: Servants within the congregation - Phil. 1:1; cf. Acts 6:1-

6.
3. Evangelists: Preach the word of God - 2 Timothy 4:5.

C. Men And Women Serving In These Offices.
1. METHODIST CHURCH:

a. ‘Both men and women are included in all provisions of the Discipline
which refer to the ministry.’ (The Book of Discipline, p. 192)

2. THE BIBLE:
a. 1 Timothy 2:12 - Women are not to have dominion over

men.
b. 1 Timothy 3:1ff - Only men can be bishops, not women.
c. 1 Corinthians 14:33-34 - Women are not permitted to speak in the

worship assembly.
d. The Bible gives the role of oversight and teaching to men, not

women.
XII. CONCLUSION

A. The Methodist Church is just over 200 years old. The church Christ built (Matthew
16:18) is almost 2,000 years old. The Methodist Church was formed out of the
Church of Fngland, itself also having been founded by a man (Henry VIII). The
doctrines, practices and organization of the Methodist Church which have been
considered in this lesson demonstrate its human origin.
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QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

1. How many Methodists are there worldwide? How many denominations of Methodists are

there in the United States?

2. Who is credited with founding the Methodist Church? Was he ever a member of the
Methodist Church?

3. Briefly relate the history of Methodism. When, where and by whom?

4. What one event in John Wesley’’s life ignited his religious zeal and fueled the movement of
Methodism?

5. Where and when was the first Methodist Church organized?

6. When and how was the First Methodist Church formed? What about the United Methodist
Church?

7. What are the doctrinal standards of the U.M.C.? How are they viewed?

8. According to the U.M.C., what are the four sources of Christian theology? Is this consistent
with Bible doctrine?

9. What views of the Bible are held within Methodism?

10. What type of original sin does Methodism teach?

11. According to Methodism’’s ‘Articles of Religion,’ what kind of doctrine is salvation by faith
only?

12. In the Methodist Church, who is to be baptized? Why? How?
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13. Name the types of membership found in the United Methodist Church.

14. How often is the Lord’’s Supper observed in the U.M.C.?

15. What was Wesley’’s opinion on using instrumental music in worship?

16. What types of organizations are owned and operated by the U.M.C.? What does the Bible
say regarding church owned and supported organizations?

17. Does the Bible endorse church sponsored recreational or social activities?

18. Name the conference structure in the U.M.C. Does the Bible provide any functional
organization for the universal church?

19. Name the offices in the U.M.C. Are women allowed to hold these offices?

20.  Do you believe the Methodist Church is ordained by God? Why or why not?
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Lesson Seven
The Plymouth Brethren - By Ethan R. Longhenry

THE PLYMOUTH BRETHREN:

Overview 

The Plymouth Brethren, or simply "Brethren," began around 1827 by four individuals in Ireland came
together to worship by themselves since they had difficulties with the "professed" churches of the day. They
did not see the Scripture for the doctrines of the churches around them, and therefore began preaching this
to other individuals. Many "gatherings" grew up throughout the United Kingdom, with the most well-known
group being founded in Plymouth, England, from which the name "Plymouth Brethren" is given. The
Brethren are known for simplicity in meeting and a "non-denominational" approach to their church; they are,
however, best known for the origin in John Darby of the dispensational/premillennial belief system,
incorporated today in Evangelical thought.

Variants 

The Plymouth Brethren have had some division, notably over the nature of church discipline, whether a
disciplinary action by one church was binding on all congregations or only those affected. The exclusive
group, believing that the action was binding on all congregations has in its ranks the best known teachers,
including John Darby; their position, however, led to more divisions, but most of those have been healed.
The open group, believing that the action was only for those groups that were affected, are known more for
their evangelism and such things.

Dispensationalism 

The Plymouth Brethren are well known for the doctrines which they "restored," known as
Dispensationalism/Premillennialism. Dispensationalism is the determination of different periods of time in
the history of God's involvement with humanity, called "dispensations ." To the Dispensationalists, there are
three main periods:

The Mosaic Law; 

1. The Time of Grace; 

2. The Millennial Kingdom 2. 

These can be further broken down into seven dispensations:

1. Innocence (the Garden); 

2. Conscience (between Adam and Noah); 

3. Government (Noah to Abraham; so named because of the determination of eating meat and
the "death penalty" in Genesis 9); 

4. Promise (Abraham to Moses on Sinai); 

5. Law (Moses to Christ) 

6. Grace (Christ to the Millennial Kingdom) 

7. Millennial Kingdom (1,000 year reign of Christ in Jerusalem) 3. 
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The dispensational theology further says that this shows God's progressive development in His dealings with
mankind, and that God will deal with not only the church but Israel also in the end times 4.

Dispensationalism goes hand in hand with premillennialism, for dispensationalism attempts to show God's
plan through the ages which will reach a climax in the millennial kingdom, while premillennialism attempts
to explain exactly how we will reach this "millennial kingdom." Dispensationalism requires the premillennial
theology in order to exist, the idea that we must interpret literally all prophecy, and direct it to concern the
"end times." We will see in our study of premillennialism that many of these prophecies have already been
fulfilled, and the literal use of some of the prophetic language of the Bible is not consistent with other truths
described in Scripture. We surely agree that there have been different covenants made by God with man in
history, notably with Adam, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, and Christ. Since, however, the Scriptures
demonstrate that God's judgment will take place in a day (cf. Acts 17:30, 2 Peter 3:7-10), we will see that
the idea of a literal, physical "millennial kingdom" is not in harmony with the Scriptures.

Premillennialism 

Premillennialism is a doctrine that was "restored" by John Darby, one of the founders of the Plymouth
Brethren. It has since grown in popularity, and the majority of those in the Evangelical movement adhere to
its tenets. "Premillennialism" means "before a thousand years," and it refers to the belief that we are currently
living in the period before Christ returns to reign for a thousand years on earth. Premillennialists have
developed a belief system concerning the "end times," or the period of time just before the coming of Christ
to establish said kingdom, by adapting Old Testament and New Testament prophecies to fit within the frame
of the Revelation, all of which are taken "literally 5." Premillennialists believe that there will be a period of
seven years just before the millennial kingdom known as the "tribulation," when the judgments of God as
seen in the Revelation will be fulfilled literally 6. The premillennialists believe that the church will be
"raptured," or taken up to be with Christ, at some point during this period; it is internally debated whether
it will be before the Tribulation, in the middle of it, or at its conclusion 7. Finally, they believe that Christ
will return and establish His millennial kingdom on earth, at the conclusion of which all evildoers will be
thrown into the lake of fire and the righteous will live in the "new Jerusalem" as described in Revelation 21
and 22 8. Is this belief system in harmony with the Scriptures? Let us examine the tenets of premillennialism.

Premillennialism = Literal Teaching? 

One of the foundational tenets of premillennialism is that its belief system is the "literal" understanding of
Biblical prophecy 9. Others, in their view, have "allegorized" the prophecies, leading to apostasy 10. Is this
accurate?

It should be noted here that premillennialism is not a belief system that takes every prophecy concerning the
end of time literally. We have two Scriptures which speak concerning the return of Christ, and neither is
accepted literally by premillennialism, Acts 17:30-31 and 2 Peter 3:10:

The times of ignorance therefore God overlooked; but now he commandeth men that they should all
everywhere repent: inasmuch as he hath appointed a day in which he will judge the world in
righteousness by the man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men,
in that he hath raised him from the dead.

But the day of the Lord will come as a thief; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great
noise, and the elements shall be dissolved with fervent heat, and the earth and the works that are
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therein shall be burned up.

Premillennialists hold to the belief that the "day of the Lord" as described in these two passages not as a
literal 24-hour period, but as referring to the time of the tribulation, God's judgments upon the earth 11. Why
can this period not be a 24-hour period as we recognize a "day?" If this were so, it would completely uproot
the whole premillennialist belief in the tribulation period and the millennial kingdom, therefore, they
allegorize the term "day" in Acts 17:30 and 2 Peter 3:9. Therefore, it is evident that premillennialists
determine which Scriptures they will interpret literally and which ones they will interpret symbolically or
allegorically in order to fit their belief system. As we will see, there are other ways of looking at Scriptures
concerning Christ's return literally that by no means necessitates premillennialism.

Prophetic Language 

Another founding premise of premillennial theology is the literal rendering of prophecy, using the following
guideline:

When the plain sense of Scripture makes common sense, seek no other sense, but take every word
at its primary, literal meaning unless the facts of the immediate context clearly indicate otherwise
12.

We certainly agree that as often as possible the literal meaning of a text should be used; however, the
premillennialists have missed an important criterion: we should read the text so that it is in harmony with
the text as a whole. Many times, if we were to interpret all texts literally, we would have a contradiction: a
good example was used previously, with the "day of the Lord" in Acts 17:30/2 Peter 3:9 versus the
"millennial kingdom" of Revelation 20:4. In these situations, then, how are we to understand what to
interpret literally and what to interpret symbolically/allegorically?

For our considerations dealing with Christ's return, we must understand that God has used prophetic language
since the days of old to communicate the events of the future. We can define "prophetic language" as
language full of symbolism and allegory to help facilitate the understanding of future events. Even the
premillennialists understand the use of prophetic language, since many of the figures of the Revelation need
interpretation. An example is the first horseman of Revelation 6:2:

And I saw, and behold, a white horse, and he that sat thereon had a bow; and there was given unto
him a crown: and he came forth conquering, and to conquer.

Does this mean that there will appear a man on a white horse with a bow and a crown conquering? By no
means! The language used demonstrates to us that this individual will be given authority to conquer.

Probably the best text to use to demonstrate the differences between literal and prophetic language is in Acts
2:16-21:

But this is that which hath been spoken through the prophet Joel:
And it shall be in the last days, saith God, I will pour forth of My Spirit upon all flesh: And your
sons and your daughters shall prophesy, And your young men shall see visions, And your old men
shall dream dreams: yea and on My servants and on My handmaidens in those days Will I pour forth
of My Spirit; and they shall prophesy. And I will show wonders in the heaven above, And signs on
the earth beneath; Blood, and fire, and vapor of smoke: The sun shall be turned into darkness, And
the moon into blood, Before the day of the Lord come, That great and notable day. And it shall be,
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that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved.

Peter here is quoting Joel 2:28-32; we will be discussing this verse below as it pertains to the arguments of
the premillennialists. We see here, however, that Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit as seen in Acts 2:4, says
that "this," the apostles speaking in the tongues of those present, "is what was spoken of by the prophet Joel."
If we accept the literal words of Peter, we must believe that the whole of what is quoted from Joel was
fulfilled on the day of Pentecost. It may be said, however, that the sun did not turn to darkness, nor the moon
to blood on that day, and literally, this is true. If we were to take the literal rendering of this whole text, we
would have a contradiction indeed. Yet, there is prophetic language-- the darkening of the sun and the moon
into blood can refer to the fall of kingdoms and the destruction of rulers, and one can see that the preaching
of Jesus as Lord and Christ establishes His Kingdom on earth above all others. Therefore, in our study of
prophecy, we should always strive to recognize when prophetic language is used, and at what level that
language must be interpreted.

The Nature of Prophecy 

Another distinction within prophecy must be made before the discussion of the premillennialist view of
prophecy. We must understand that prophecy takes on two forms within the Scriptures: prophecy by word
and prophecy by sign/vision. Prophecy by word is exactly that, when one prophecies or receives revelation
by word. The Scriptures abound in examples of these, including the "Olivet Discourse" of Matthew 24 and
25, Acts 17:30, 2 Peter 3:9-11, and as an Old Testament example, Daniel 11. These prophecies are
somewhat easier to interpret, for we can look at the events of history and to events in the future and see what
historical/future events would most closely parallel with the language presented by these prophets. Daniel
11 is a good example: Daniel comforts king Darius of Persia concerning the kings that will rule after him
(Daniel 11:1); the rest of the chapter is devoted to the kings ruling after Darius. We can look back into
history and see the fulfillment of all of these prophecies, from the kings of Persia to Alexander the Great to
the kings of Seleucia and Egypt.

Prophecy by sign/vision is more difficult to follow. These prophecies come about when God shows a sign
or gives a vision to a prophet, sometimes with explanation, others not. These prophecies are not nearly as
literal as the prophecies by word, for the signs and the vision must be interpreted. The vision in Daniel 7 of
the four beasts is a good example: we do not doubt that Daniel literally saw the four beasts, but no one would
assert that we are to expect the four beasts coming out of the water to be a historical event. This vision is
explained in Daniel 7:15-28, which helps to alleviate doubt about the meaning of the vision.

Another relevant example of this type of prophecy is the Revelation given to John. We do not doubt that John
was given a vision of heaven with the four beasts and the twenty-four elders, and all the rest of the visions
given to him. Does this mean, however, that we are to interpret these things literally, that there are literally
four beasts in heaven along with twenty-four elders, and the whole of Revelation is a glimpse of actual
historical events? This would not be consistent with the rest of prophecies given by signs and visions. Let
us now examine some of the prophecies used by premillennialists and their interpretation.

Old Testament Prophecy 

Premillennialists will often use some of the Old Testament prophecies and assign them to the "end times."
Let us examine some of these prophecies now.

Daniel 2: The Dream of Nebuchadnezzar 
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Premillennialists use the dream of Nebuchadnezzar and Daniel's interpretation of it to describe the tribulation
period and the millennial kingdom 13. Is this an accurate way of interpreting this interpretation?

Here are the portions of the text in question, Daniel 2:31-35, 40-45:

Thou, O king, sawest, and, behold, a great image. This image, which was mighty, and whose
brightness was excellent, stood before thee; and the aspect thereof was terrible. As for this image,
its head was of fine gold, its breast and its arms of silver, its belly and its thighs of brass, its legs of
iron, its feet part of iron, and part of clay. Thou sawest till that a stone was cut out without hands,
which smote the image upon its feet that were of iron and clay, and brake them in pieces. Then was
the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold, broken in pieces together, and became like the
chaff of the summer threshing-floors; and the wind carried them away, so that no place was found
for them: and the stone that smote the image became a great mountain, and filled the whole earth.

And the fourth kingdom shall be strong as iron, forasmuch as iron breaketh in pieces and subdueth
all things; and as iron that crusheth all these, shall it break in pieces and crush. And whereas thou
sawest the feet and toes, part of potters' clay, and part of iron, it shall be a divided kingdom; but there
shall be in it of the strength of the iron, forasmuch as thou sawest the iron mixed with miry clay. And
as the toes of the feet were part of iron, and part of clay, so the kingdom shall be partly strong, and
partly broken. And whereas thou sawest the iron mixed with miry clay, they shall mingle themselves
with the seed of men; but they shall not cleave one to another, even as iron doth not mingle with
clay. And in the days of those kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom which shall never be
destroyed, nor shall the sovereignty thereof be left to another people; but it shall break in pieces and
consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever. Forasmuch as thou sawest that a stone was
cut out of the mountain without hands, and that it brake in pieces the iron, the brass, the clay, the
silver, and the gold; the great God hath made known to the king what shall come to pass hereafter:
and the dream is certain, and the interpretation thereof sure.

It is generally acknowledged that the gold refers to Babylon, the silver to Persia, the bronze to Greece, and
the iron to Rome, yet there is disagreement on the iron mixed with clay. The premillennialists believe that
the kingdom of the iron mixed with clay will be a democracy in the future, at the time in which the end shall
come 14. Does this interpretation fit the text?

If we look at the interpretation itself, some clues are given. It is notable to see that each kingdom is given a
distinct metal: gold is for Babylon, silver for Persia, bronze for Greece, iron for Rome...and then "iron mixed
with clay." Daniel does not call it "another" kingdom, but a "divided" kingdom. Furthermore, all of the
kingdoms that are listed exist one after another in direct succession: the Persians overthrow the Babylonians
who are themselves overturned by the Greeks, who are finally dethroned by the Romans. There is no mention
of a separation between the times of any kingdom, and yet we are to believe that there is a 1,600+ year
separation between the "iron" Rome and the "iron mixed with clay" of later times?

Finally, concerning the kingdom established after the time of the "iron mixed with clay," we are told by
Daniel that this kingdom will last forever (verse 44), yet the millennial kingdom is just that-- a millennium.
A much more sound interpretation that fits the events that Daniel describes would be that the "iron" kingdom
refers to the Roman Republic and the "iron mixed with clay" refers to the Roman Empire, whose internal
strength was always compromised by the tension among the emperor, army, senate, and subjects. During this
period Jesus the Christ was born, the Son of God, who established His kingdom that will last forever, and
is far greater than any kingdom created by man.
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Daniel 7: The Beasts 

Daniel 7 is another passage referred to by the premillennialists to demonstrate the "end times." Let us
examine the passage now, Daniel 7:1-8, 15-28:

In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon Daniel had a dream and visions of his head upon his
bed: then he wrote the dream and told the sum of the matters. Daniel spake and said, I saw in my
vision by night, and, behold, the four winds of heaven brake forth upon the great sea. And four great
beasts came up from the sea, diverse one from another. The first was like a lion, and had eagle's
wings: I beheld till the wings thereof were plucked, and it was lifted up from the earth, and made to
stand upon two feet as a man; and a man's heart was given to it. And, behold, another beast, a
second, like to a bear; and it was raised up on one side, and three ribs were in its mouth between its
teeth: and they said thus unto it, Arise, devour much flesh. After this I beheld, and, lo, another, like
a leopard, which had upon its back four wings of a bird; the beast had also four heads; and dominion
was given to it. After this I saw in the night-visions, and, behold, a fourth beast, terrible and
powerful, and strong exceedingly; and it had great iron teeth; it devoured and brake in pieces, and
stamped the residue with its feet: and it was diverse from all the beasts that were before it; and it had
ten horns. I considered the horns, and, behold, there came up among them another horn, a little one,
before which three of the first horns were plucked up by the roots: and, behold, in this horn were
eyes like the eyes of a man, and a mouth speaking great things.

As for me, Daniel, my spirit was grieved in the midst of my body, and the visions of my head
troubled me. I came near unto one of them that stood by, and asked him the truth concerning all this.
So he told me, and made me know the interpretation of the things. These great beasts, which are four,
are four kings, that shall arise out of the earth. But the saints of the Most High shall receive the
kingdom, and possess the kingdom for ever, even for ever and ever. Then I desired to know the truth
concerning the fourth beast, which was diverse from all of them, exceeding terrible, whose teeth
were of iron, and its nails of brass; which devoured, brake in pieces, and stamped the residue with
its feet; and concerning the ten horns that were on its head, and the other horn which came up, and
before which three fell, even that horn that had eyes, and a mouth that spake great things, whose look
was more stout than its fellows. I beheld, and the same horn made war with the saints, and prevailed
against them; until the ancient of days came, and judgment was given to the saints of the Most High,
and the time came that the saints possessed the kingdom. Thus he said, The fourth beast shall be a
fourth kingdom upon earth, which shall be diverse from all the kingdoms, and shall devour the whole
earth, and shall tread it down, and break it in pieces. And as for the ten horns, out of this kingdom
shall ten kings arise: and another shall arise after them; and he shall be diverse from the former, and
he shall put down three kings. And he shall speak words against the Most High, and shall wear out
the saints of the Most High; and he shall think to change the times and the law; and they shall be
given into his hand until a time and times and half a time. But the judgment shall be set, and they
shall take away his dominion, to consume and to destroy it unto the end. And the kingdom and the
dominion, and the greatness of the kingdoms under the whole heaven, shall be given to the people
of the saints of the Most High: his kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve
and obey him. Here is the end of the matter. As for me, Daniel, my thoughts much troubled me, and
my countenance was changed in me: but I kept the matter in my heart.

There is not much discussion over the first three beasts, nor really the beginning of the fourth; they represent
the same kingdoms as did the statue of Nebuchadnezzar, Babylon, Persia, Greece, and Rome. The
premillennialists believe, however, that the little horn that comes from the fourth beast is the Antichrist 15.
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Is this consistent with the text?

The most accurate way of placing this prophecy within a temporal context can be seen in Daniel 7:9-14:

I beheld till thrones were placed, and one that was ancient of days did sit: his raiment was white as
snow, and the hair of his head like pure wool; his throne was fiery flames, and the wheels thereof
burning fire. A fiery stream issued and came forth from before him: thousands of thousands
ministered unto him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him: the judgment was set,
and the books were opened. I beheld at that time because of the voice of the great words which the
horn spake; I beheld even till the beast was slain, and its body destroyed, and it was given to be
burned with fire. And as for the rest of the beasts, their dominion was taken away: yet their lives
were prolonged for a season and a time. I saw in the night-visions, and, behold, there came with the
clouds of heaven one like unto a son of man, and he came even to the ancient of days, and they
brought him near before him. And there was given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all
the peoples, nations, and languages should serve him: his dominion is an everlasting dominion,
which shall not pass away, and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed.

We have already seen from Daniel 2 that the future of the world could not possibly be complete without the
mention of Jesus and His Kingdom, represented in Roman times. Therefore, in a parallel account in Daniel
7, why should we expect any less? This kingdom, as with the one in Daniel 2, will last forever-- how, then,
can it refer to a thousand-year kingdom? The Kingdom in Daniel 7 is no different from the kingdom in
Daniel 2-- Christ's spiritual kingdom, manifested on earth by His church. Knowing this, that the fourth beast
and all of its outgrowths come before Christ does, we can be sure that the ten-horned beast represents Rome,
most probably the Roman Republic, and thus the "little horn" perhaps the emperor of the Roman Empire,
who would become a great persecutor of the truth in Christ Jesus. There is neither need nor contextual ability
to assign the role of this "little horn" to the supposed "Antichrist" of the "end times."

Daniel 9: The Duration of Israel 

Daniel 9 is one of the two pivotal prophecies of the premillennialists outside of the Revelation. Daniel 9
supposedly gives the "time frame" of the tribulation and the end times, the "seventieth week," the beginning
of this period, the Antichrist's pact with Israel for the latter to build a third temple, including the violation
of that pact in the middle of the period 16. Let us examine the prophecy now.

The prophecy in question is in Daniel 11:20-27:

And while I was speaking, and praying, and confessing my sin and the sin of my people Israel, and
presenting my supplication before Jehovah my God for the holy mountain of my God; yea, while I
was speaking in prayer, the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision at the beginning, being
caused to fly swiftly, touched me about the time of the evening oblation. And he instructed me, and
talked with me, and said, O Daniel, I am now come forth to give thee wisdom and understanding.
At the beginning of thy supplications the commandment went forth, and I am come to tell thee; for
thou art greatly beloved: therefore consider the matter, and understand the vision. Seventy weeks are
decreed upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish transgression, and to make an end of sins,
and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up
vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most holy. Know therefore and discern, that from the going
forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the anointed one, the prince, shall
be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks: it shall be built again, with street and moat, even in
troublous times. And after the threescore and two weeks shall the anointed one be cut off, and shall
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have nothing: and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary;
and the end thereof shall be with a flood, and even unto the end shall be war; desolations are
determined. And he shall make a firm covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the
week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease; and upon the wing of abominations shall
come one that maketh desolate; and even unto the full end, and that determined, shall wrath be
poured out upon the desolate. 

When we examine this prophecy, we must first recognize to what this prophecy refers to, and our answer is
in verse 24: "your people and your holy city." This without doubt refers to the Jews and Jerusalem,
respectively; thus, the prophecy relates to the future of the Jews and Jerusalem. "Seventy weeks" have been
given for them to finish their iniquity; in the Hebrew, the term "weeks" is literally "sevens," so "seventy
sevens" have been given. What does this mean?

"Seven" was understood to be the number of perfection or completion. "Seventy sevens" seems to be an
indefinite period. This is used by Jesus in Matthew 18:21-22 to explain the need for forgiveness: 

Then came Peter and said to him, "Lord, how oft shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him?
until seven times?"
Jesus saith unto him, "I say not unto thee, Until seven times; but, Until seventy times seven."

Would anyone declare that Jesus is telling us to forgive our brother only 490 times in this passage? Yet we
are to understand that the "seventy sevens" of Daniel 9 are literal? It is evident from the Scriptures that this
"seventy sevens" refers to an indefinite period of time in which all things will be completed.

We see that this period of "seventy sevens" is broken down further: there are "seven sevens" until the Temple
is rebuilt, and then "sixty-two sevens" until the Messiah will come. Premillennialists will point to history to
show that the Temple was rebuilt in forty-nine years, yet their evidence is that since all the rest of prophecy
was fulfilled, this one must have been also 17. This circular logic proves nothing; we can be sure that the
Temple was rebuilt in the first section, deemed "complete," the "seven sevens." The "sixty-two sevens" refers
to the period between the Temple and Christ, as universally admitted. The premillennialists then say that
there is a significant gap of time and then the "one week" will be initiated by the Antichrist signing a pact
with the Jews 18. Is this consistent with the text?

We see that the first sixty-nine "sevens" are in order. We are not told of any temporal separation between
the events of the first "sixty-nine sevens" and the "one week" of verse 27. The most significant evidence will
be discussed in more detail later, but is seen in the words of Jesus in Matthew 24:15:

"When therefore ye see the abomination of desolation, which was spoken of through Daniel the
prophet, standing in the holy place (let him that readeth understand)."

We thus can say that whatever Jesus is discussing in Matthew 24, this is what the abomination of desolation
will be. Our studies below will show conclusively that the topic of conversation in this part of Matthew 24
refers to the destruction of Jerusalem in 70AD, which included the destruction of the Temple and the
cessation of the Mosaic form of worship. This period of time truly does allow the Jews to "to finish
transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting
righteousness, and to seal up vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most holy," as declared by Gabriel in
Daniel 9:24.

Daniel 11: Historical Prophecy 
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Premillennialists also use Daniel 11 to provide prophecy concerning the "Antichrist," specifically, Daniel
11:36-45:

And the king shall do according to his will; and he shall exalt himself, and magnify himself above
every god, and shall speak marvellous things against the God of gods; and he shall prosper till the
indignation be accomplished; for that which is determined shall be done. Neither shall he regard the
gods of his fathers, nor the desire of women, nor regard any god; for he shall magnify himself above
all. But in his place shall he honor the god of fortresses; and a god whom his fathers knew not shall
he honor with gold, and silver, and with precious stones, and pleasant things. And he shall deal with
the strongest fortresses by the help of a foreign god: whosoever acknowledgeth him he will increase
with glory; and he shall cause them to rule over many, and shall divide the land for a price. And at
the time of the end shall the king of the south contend with him; and the king of the north shall come
against him like a whirlwind, with chariots, and with horsemen, and with many ships; and he shall
enter into the countries, and shall overflow and pass through. He shall enter also into the glorious
land, and many countries shall be overthrown; but these shall be delivered out of his hand: Edom,
and Moab, and the chief of the children of Ammon. He shall stretch forth his hand also upon the
countries; and the land of Egypt shall not escape. But he shall have power over the treasures of gold
and of silver, and over all the precious things of Egypt; and the Libyans and the Ethiopians shall be
at his steps. But tidings out of the east and out of the north shall trouble him; and he shall go forth
with great fury to destroy and utterly to sweep away many. And he shall plant the tents of his palace
between the sea and the glorious holy mountain; yet he shall come to his end, and none shall help
him.

Premillennialists believe that these verses refer to the Antichrist and his desire to have people worship him
and a "world war" in the middle of the tribulation 19. Is this in harmony with the text?

In order to understand Daniel 11, we must see first to whom it is directed, and this is said in Daniel 11:1:

And as for me, in the first year of Darius the Mede, I stood up to confirm and strengthen him.

Daniel is speaking to Darius, attempting to "confirm and strengthen him;" essentially, Daniel is letting Darius
know that he will rule over a prosperous empire, and so will some of his descendants.

Then, Daniel begins his discussion in Daniel 11:2-4:

And now will I show thee the truth. Behold, there shall stand up yet three kings in Persia; and the
fourth shall be far richer than they all: and when he is waxed strong through his riches, he shall stir
up all against the realm of Greece. And a mighty king shall stand up, that shall rule with great
dominion, and do according to his will. And when he shall stand up, his kingdom shall be broken,
and shall be divided toward the four winds of heaven, but not to his posterity, nor according to his
dominion wherewith he ruled; for his kingdom shall be plucked up, even for others besides these.

Daniel speaks of the final kings of the Persian Empire, and its fall to Alexander the Great. He then goes on
to relate the death of Alexander and the distribution of his empire amongst his four generals, of whom
Ptolemy and Seleucius concern us.

Now Daniel focuses in on the future of the area around Israel in Daniel 11:5-6:

And the king of the south shall be strong, and one of his princes; and he shall be strong above him,
and have dominion; his dominion shall be a great dominion. And at the end of years they shall join
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themselves together; and the daughter of the king of the south shall come to the king of the north to
make an agreement: but she shall not retain the strength of her arm; neither shall he stand, nor his
arm; but she shall be given up, and they that brought her, and he that begat her, and he that
strengthened her in those times.

Here we are introduced to the "king of the south" and the "king of the north," who will occupy the rest of the
discussion in Daniel 11. The "king of the south" refers to Ptolemy and his descendants on the throne of
Egypt; these rulers were powerful and often exerted much influence over the areas to the north. The "king
of the north" refers to Seleucius and his descendants, the Seleucid rulers of Syria. The history of the power
transfers between these groups are discussed in the body of Daniel 11; the king under discussion around
verses 36-45 is Antiochus IV Epiphanes of Seleucia. From Josephus, a Jewish historian of the first century
AD, we learn that this Antiochus Epiphanes conquered Jerusalem and plundered the temple, he designed to
destroy the Jews, and did act most impiously, sacrificing swine on the altar in the Temple 20. It was at this
time that the Maccabees revolted against the rule of the Seleucids, and were successful; thus, this Antiochus
makes a fitting end to Daniel's comfort of Darius, for he has prophesied the future of the foreign rulers of the
land of Israel until they would rule themselves again.

The account of Josephus concerning Antiochus IV Epiphanes and the record in Daniel about this "king of
the north" coincide greatly. We can see that the context of Daniel 11 does not facilitate a gap in time between
the actions of the same "king of the north" of over 2000 years, and since we have historical witness consistent
with the events described by Daniel, we have no need to look any further than Antiochus Epiphanes to see
our final "king of the north" over the Jews.

Joel 2: The Gift of the Holy Spirit 

The premillennialists will often quote Joel 2:28-32 in reference to the "end times:" 

And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and
your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions:
and also upon the servants and upon the handmaids in those days will I pour out my Spirit. And I will
show wonders in the heavens and in the earth: blood, and fire, and pillars of smoke. The sun shall
be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great and terrible day of Jehovah
cometh. And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of Jehovah shall be
delivered; for in mount Zion and in Jerusalem there shall be those that escape, as Jehovah hath said,
and among the remnant those whom Jehovah doth call.

The premillennialists say that this refers to first partially on the day of Pentecost in Acts 2 and more
completely as the giving of the Spirit upon the evangelists of the tribulation period 21. Is this what the
Scriptures teach?

There should be no question about this prophecy and its fulfillment. Peter says the following in Acts 2:16-
21:

"But this is that which hath been spoken through the prophet Joel:
And it shall be in the last days, saith God, I will pour forth of My Spirit upon all flesh: And your
sons and your daughters shall prophesy, And your young men shall see visions, And your old men
shall dream dreams: Yea and on My servants and on My handmaidens in those days Will I pour forth
of My Spirit; and they shall prophesy. And I will show wonders in the heaven above, And signs on
the earth beneath; Blood, and fire, and vapor of smoke: The sun shall be turned into darkness, And
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the moon into blood, Before the day of the Lord come, That great and notable day. And it shall be,
that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved."

Peter here says definitively that "this IS what was spoken of by the prophet Joel." If we follow the text
"literally" as the premillennialists say we must, then it is evident that the whole of the prophecy was fulfilled.

Argument: None of the signs in heaven and on earth were seen on the days of Pentecost.

Answer: Not literally seen, but after all, Peter does say that the day of Pentecost WAS the fulfillment of this
prophecy.

We have three possible answers to accept:

1. Peter was not accurate when he said that "this is what was spoken of by the prophet Joel." 

2. Peter quoted too much of Joel. 

3. The day of Pentecost was the fulfillment of Joel 2:28-32, with the signs in heaven and earth being

fulfilled in symbolic measures. 

If we accept the Bible as inspired and inerrant, the only choice we can take is number three. It is sometimes
seen that the sun turning to darkness is a sign of a change of power, and the moon turning to blood represents
the destruction of a kingdom. These things can be seen, especially considering the language of Daniel 2 and
7 above, as the inauguration of Christ's kingdom, which was certainly on the day of Pentecost.

Peter said what the prophecy referred to, and that should be the end of it. There is absolutely no need to have
Joel 2:28-32 refer to the "tribulation soul harvest."

Malachi 4: Elijah 

It is argued by premillennialists that the prophecy in Malachi 4:5-6 concerning the return of Elijah
corresponds to the witnesses of God in Revelation 11:13 22. They argue that this cannot be John the Baptist,
as the Scripture says, because John himself said that he was not 23. Let us examine Malachi 4:5-6 and John
1:21:

Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and terrible day of Jehovah come. And
he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the children to their fathers; lest
I come and smite the earth with a curse.

And they asked him, "What then? Art thou Elijah?"
And he saith, "I am not."
"Art thou the prophet?"
And he answered, "No."

Does this mean, then, that John the Baptist is not Elijah? We have the witness of Jesus in Matthew 11:13-14:

"For all the prophets and the law prophesied until John. And if ye are willing to receive it, this is
Elijah, that is to come."

Are we to reject the words of Jesus because of the humility of John? We must accept Jesus? words, that John
the Baptist was the Elijah of Malachi 4:5-6, lest we be guilty of rejecting the words of God.
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New Testament Prophecies 

The premillennialists also discuss many New Testament prophecies in connection with the "end times." Let
us examine these prophecies now.

Matthew 24-25: The "Olivet Discourse" 

Matthew 24-25 represents the "backbone" of premillennial theology. It is called the Olivet Discourse, since
it takes place on the Mount of Olives outside of Jerusalem. The premillennialists consider it to be the outline
of the happenings of the end times: deception, war, tribulation, and finally, the return of Christ 24. Is this
what Jesus is saying?

Let us examine first the text of Matthew 24:1-36:

And Jesus went out from the temple, and was going on his way; and his disciples came to him to
show him the buildings of the temple. "But he answered and said unto them, See ye not all these
things? verily I say unto you, There shall not be left here one stone upon another, that shall not be
thrown down."
And as he sat on the mount of Olives, the disciples came unto him privately, saying, "Tell us, when
shall these things be? and what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world?"
And Jesus answered and said unto them, "Take heed that no man lead you astray. For many shall
come in my name, saying, 'I am the Christ;' and shall lead many astray. And ye shall hear of wars and
rumors of wars; see that ye be not troubled: for these things must needs come to pass; but the end
is not yet. For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; and there shall be
famines and earthquakes in divers places. But all these things are the beginning of travail. Then shall
they deliver you up unto tribulation, and shall kill you: and ye shall be hated of all the nations for
my name's sake. And then shall many stumble, and shall deliver up one another, and shall hate one
another. And many false prophets shall arise, and shall lead many astray. And because iniquity shall
be multiplied, the love of the many shall wax cold. But he that endureth to the end, the same shall
be saved. And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole world for a testimony unto
all the nations; and then shall the end come. When therefore ye see the abomination of desolation,
which was spoken of through Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place (let him that readeth
understand), then let them that are in Judaea flee unto the mountains: let him that is on the housetop
not go down to take out things that are in his house: and let him that is in the field not return back
to take his cloak. But woe unto them that are with child and to them that give suck in those days!
And pray ye that your flight be not in the winter, neither on a sabbath: for then shall be great
tribulation, such as hath not been from the beginning of the world until now, no, nor ever shall be.
And except those days had been shortened, no flesh would have been saved: but for the elect's sake
those days shall be shortened. Then if any man shall say unto you, 'Lo, here is the Christ,' or, 'Here;'
believe it not. For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall show great signs and
wonders; so as to lead astray, if possible, even the elect. Behold, I have told you beforehand. If
therefore they shall say unto you, Behold, he is in the wilderness; go not forth: Behold, he is in the
inner chambers; believe it not. For as the lightning cometh forth from the east, and is seen even unto
the west; so shall be the coming of the Son of man. Wheresoever the carcase is, there will the eagles
be gathered together. But immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun shall be darkened,
and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the
heavens shall be shaken: and then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall
all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming on the clouds of heaven
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with power and great glory. And he shall send forth his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and
they shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. Now
from the fig tree learn her parable: when her branch is now become tender, and putteth forth its
leaves, ye know that the summer is nigh; even so ye also, when ye see all these things, know ye that
he is nigh, even at the doors. Verily I say unto you, This generation shall not pass away, till all these
things be accomplished. Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away. But
of that day and hour knoweth no one, not even the angels of heaven, neither the Son, but the Father
only."

What, then, are we to do with this prophecy? Our first goal is to recognize what Jesus is discussing. In the
account in Matthew, the discussion begins as follows, in Matthew 24:1-2:

And Jesus went out from the temple, and was going on his way; and his disciples came to him to
show him the buildings of the temple. But he answered and said unto them, "See ye not all these
things? verily I say unto you, There shall not be left here one stone upon another, that shall not be
thrown down."
And as he sat on the mount of Olives, the disciples came unto him privately, saying, "Tell us, when
shall these things be? and what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world?"

The disciples ask Jesus two questions: when and with what signs will the Temple be destroyed, and the
nature of the end of the world. How can we be sure about these being the two questions? We see the parallel
passage in Mark, Mark 13:1-4:

And as he went forth out of the temple, one of his disciples saith unto him, "Teacher, behold, what
manner of stones and what manner of buildings!"
And Jesus said unto him, "Seest thou these great buildings? there shall not be left here one stone
upon another, which shall not be thrown down."
And as he sat on the mount of Olives over against the temple, Peter and James and John and Andrew
asked him privately, "Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign when these
things are all about to be accomplished?"

The rest of the passage in Mark 13 parallels almost exactly Matthew 24:4-36. The same is true for the
account in Luke, Luke 21:5-36. The premillennialists focus on the last question in Matthew concerning the
"end times," but nothing of the sort is mentioned in Mark and Luke! Therefore, we can conclude by textual
evidence that the questions concerning Jesus and the signs of the destruction of the Temple comprise
Matthew 24:1-41, and when we examine the historical accounts of the destruction of Jerusalem, especially
from Josephus, we see the fulfillment of these prophecies. We will find that Jesus discusses preparation for
the coming trials in AD70 and in the future for His return in Matthew 24:42-25:30, and gives us a full
picture of the Judgment in Matthew 25:31-46; this story is vastly different from the picture portrayed by
premillennialism.

This demonstrates clearly the error of premillennialism: the tribulation, the witness of the Gospel to the
whole world, and the false Christs do not belong to the "end times," but to 33-70AD; furthermore, the
"abomination of desolation" of Daniel 9 is also fulfilled in this event, therefore, the "one week" of Daniel
9:27 is not the "Antichrist" signing a pact with Israel, nor does the Temple need to be rebuilt in the future.
Therefore, the whole structure of the premillennial viewpoint has no basis in Scriptural fact.

2 Thessalonians 2: The "Man of Sin" 
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The premillennialists also use 2 Thessalonians 2 to represent the deeds of the Antichrist, described by Paul
as the "man of sin 25." Let us examine the text, 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12:

Now we beseech you, brethren, touching the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and our gathering
together unto him; to the end that ye be not quickly shaken from your mind, nor yet be troubled,
either by spirit, or by word, or by epistle as from us, as that the day of the Lord is just at hand; let
no man beguile you in any wise: for it will not be, except the falling away come first, and the man
of sin be revealed, the son of perdition, he that opposeth and exalteth himself against all that is called
God or that is worshipped; so that he sitteth in the temple of God, setting himself forth as God.
Remember ye not, that, when I was yet with you, I told you these things? And now ye know that
which restraineth, to the end that he may be revealed in his own season. For the mystery of
lawlessness doth already work: only there is one that restraineth now, until he be taken out of the
way. And then shall be revealed the lawless one, whom the Lord Jesus shall slay with the breath of
his mouth, and bring to nought by the manifestation of his coming; even he, whose coming is
according to the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders, and with all deceit
of unrighteousness for them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they
might be saved. And for this cause God sendeth them a working of error, that they should believe
a lie: that they all might be judged who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.

Is Paul speaking of the Antichrist in this passage? It is highly doubtful, since Paul says that the mystery of
this lawlessness was already in action at the time of the writing of the letter (verse 7); it is difficult to believe
that the man has not yet been revealed. It may refer to a series of individuals perverting the truth since the
time of the Apostles, and we can think of many that have done so. This seems to be more consistent with the
suggestion of the passage, that this perdition had originated in the first century AD, and we are still here
twenty centuries later with perdition still around us.

Revelation: Cornerstone of Prophecy 

The Revelation of Jesus Christ to His Apostle John is the foremost text used by those advocating
premillennialism. It is not my desire to examine all of the different signs and visions in Revelation and
examine the various interpretations of them; Revelation is a work that each individual must study and arrive
at his or her own conclusions. It is necessary, however, to examine portions of the Revelation that we can
gauge their meaning with accuracy.

The Revelation begins as follows, Revelation 1:1-3:

The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show unto his servants, even the things
which must shortly come to pass: and he sent and signified it by his angel unto his servant John; who
bare witness of the word of God, and of the testimony of Jesus Christ, even of all things that he saw.
Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of the prophecy, and keep the things that are
written therein: for the time is at hand.

The Revelation also ends on a similar note, in Revelation 22:6-7, 12, 20:

And he said unto me, "These words are faithful and true: and the Lord, the God of the spirits of the
prophets, sent his angels to show unto his servants the things which must shortly come to pass. And
behold, I come quickly." Blessed is he that keepeth the words of the prophecy of this book.

"Behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to render to each man according as his work is."
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He who testifieth these things saith, "Yea: I come quickly." Amen: come, Lord Jesus.

Here we have the declaration, five times, that the things discussed in the Revelation were to "shortly come
to pass." One may quibble over how "short" time must be to be qualified as "shortly," yet according to
premillennialism, the time has not yet arrived for these things to begin. It is very difficult to believe that
2,000+ years can be considered as a "short" time. The idea that the Revelation would begin shortly does
coincide with a more historical understanding of the Revelation.

The following are some difficulties with the premillennial view of Revelation:

1. The "seven churches." Many premillennialists believe that the "seven churches" of Revelation refer

to those churches and also as the "seven periods" of church history. They believe that the "Ephesian
Age" was from 30-100, "Smyrna" from 100-312, "Pergamum" from 312-606, "Thyatira" from 606-
present, "Sardis" from 1520-present, "Philadelphia" from 1750-present, and "Laodicea" from 1900-
present 26. They believe that the commendation and condemnation of each church also represents
a portion of church history, the positives and negatives of them 27. 

This philosophy flies completely in the face of the whole belief of premillennialism, that Scripture
must be read at its literal level. Furthermore, while the connection may be able to be made generally,
it cannot stick completely: who wants to declare that the churches of Thessalonica and Philippi had
"left their first love" because they were in the Ephesian Age? Is it not rather convenient that the age
of the Philadelphian church happened to coincide with the Evangelical movement? If the periods
were so well-determined, how come the last four still exist?

In the end, we must see that there are applications of the "seven churches" beyond the seven specific
churches mentioned. We have said before that the number seven represents completion; it makes
much sense to say that the situations within the seven churches are the situations which churches will
deal with. If we honestly examine any congregation, we will be able to place it within the context
of one of the seven churches that John writes to. To go further and dictate that the seven churches
represent historical periods is subjective and unsound.

2. The church in Revelation. Premillennialists help support their theory on the rapture, discussed

below, by showing that the church is never referred to in the book of Revelation after chapter 3 28.
Corresponding to that, they then say that the Jewish nation is under discussion for the rest of the
book due to the extensive use of terms referring to the Jews 29. Is this a valid assertion? 

If we examine the New Testament, we will often see language that was once used to refer to the Jews
to refer to Christians. We see this in James 1:1:

James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes which are
of the Dispersion, greeting.

Will we say that James is addressing the Jews, and the whole book is not of value to Christians? By
no means! He uses language of the "chosen people" to refer to the "chosen people" of his time.

We further have Romans 2:28-29:

For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly; neither is that circumcision which is
outward in the flesh: but he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is that
of the heart, in the spirit not in the letter; whose praise is not of men, but of God.
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Paul here shows that we are a part of the chosen people of God (cf. also Galatians 4:21-31), and
thus as "Jews."

Therefore, we can see clearly that the Revelation surely can be referring to the church and its
members using the language that once referred to physical Israel, but now refers to the spiritual
Israel, the Church of Christ. God's dealings with physical Israel were irreparably ended with the
destruction of Jerusalem, seen in Daniel 9:24-27; His only dealings are with those who have called
upon the name of His Son.

3. Futurist interpretation. The premillennialists believe that all of the events of the Revelation will

occur in the future 30. They base this on Revelation 1:19: 

"Write therefore the things which thou sawest, and the things which are, and the
things which shall come to pass hereafter."

John here is surely commanded to write the following:

3. "which you have seen:" the Revelation so far, the lampstands and the Christ 

3. "things which are:" the status of the seven churches in Asia 

3. "things which shall come to pass hereafter:" the events of the future 

The question must be, therefore, "when is hereafter?" The only answer possible is the period of time
after John. As we have seen above, John said that the events of the Revelation were to shortly come
to pass;" therefore, it is most feasible to examine the text of Revelation as a series of events, many
of which have already occurred, and the final stages to have yet occurred.

The Resurrection 

Premillennialism teaches that there will be three resurrections, the first for the saints of the "church age,"
which will be raptured according to 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 31:

But we would not have you ignorant, brethren, concerning them that fall asleep; that ye sorrow not,
even as the rest, who have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them
also that are fallen asleep in Jesus will God bring with him. For this we say unto you by the word
of the Lord, that we that are alive, that are left unto the coming of the Lord, shall in no wise precede
them that are fallen asleep. For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven, with a shout, with the
voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first; then we that
are alive, that are left, shall together with them be caught up in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the
air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one another with these words.

The second resurrection is for the Old Testament saints, according to Daniel 12:1-2 32:

And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince who standeth for the children of thy people;
and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation even to that same
time: and at that time thy people shall be delivered, every one that shall be found written in the book.
And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some
to shame and everlasting contempt.
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The final resurrection is for the "tribulation saints," which is inferred from Revelation 6:9-11 and 20:4, in
which these "saints" are told, supposedly, to wait to be resurrected, but are resurrected before the millennium
33.

Further, there is a second distinction made with the resurrections, the resurrection of the believers and the
resurrection of the unbelievers, termed the "first" and the "second" resurrections, the second of which is seen
in Revelation 20:7-15 34:

And when the thousand years are finished, Satan shall be loosed out of his prison, and shall come
forth to deceive the nations which are in the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather
them together to the war: the number of whom is as the sand of the sea. And they went up over the
breadth of the earth, and compassed the camp of the saints about, and the beloved city: and fire came
down out of heaven, and devoured them. And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of
fire and brimstone, where are also the beast and the false prophet; and they shall be tormented day
and night for ever and ever. And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat upon it, from whose
face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them. And I saw the dead,
the great and the small, standing before the throne; and books were opened: and another book was
opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of the things which were written in
the books, according to their works. And the sea gave up the dead that were in it; and death and
Hades gave up the dead that were in them: and they were judged every man according to their works.
And death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death, even the lake of fire.
And if any was not found written in the book of life, he was cast into the lake of fire.

Are these teachings in accordance with the Scriptures?

First of all, let it be said that there are no Scriptures that speak of the "resurrection" of the "tribulation
saints;" it is inferred from evidence within Revelation. We have seen from Matthew 24 that the tribulation
that the premillennialists speak of is not even in the proper time setting. Daniel 12 seems to be a continuation
of Daniel 11; if Antiochus and his blasphemy was just addressed, historically, it would appear that Daniel
is referring to the rise of the Maccabees against him. That time was surely full of "tribulation" and much
suffering, and these men did come from the caves and holes in the ground, similar to coming out of the dust
of the ground. Regardless of its interpretation, it is evident that these things occur "at that time," which is in
the time of Antiochus IV Epiphanes of the Seleucid Empire.

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 is much closer to the confirmed truths of the Scriptures concerning the resurrection,
of which we see further proof in John 5:28-29:

"Marvel not at this: for the hour cometh, in which all that are in the tombs shall hear his voice, and
shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil,
unto the resurrection of judgment."

How can one say that there will be two resurrections, one for the "believing," and one for the "unbelieving,"
when Jesus says quite clearly that the "hour" will come in which the good have the "resurrection of life" and
the evil have the "resurrection of judgment?"

We have further evidence in 1 Corinthians 15:51-53:

Behold, I tell you a mystery: We all shall not sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the
twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised
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incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal
must put on immortality.

According to these accounts, we will rise when Christ returns and we shall be changed. This is the Scriptural
"rapture," the term favored by the premillennialists; it will not be people shedding even their clothes to be
with Christ in the air, but the transformation from body into spirit, as seen in 1 Corinthians 15:51-53. At
that one resurrection, all will be resurrected, and the Judgment following will take place. The concept of
three resurrections of believers and one for the unbelievers is not in harmony with the teachings of the
Scriptures.

The Judgment 

Premillennialism teaches that there are three judgments: the first comes at the rapture, when Christ will judge
those who have been raptured according to 2 Corinthians 5:10 35:

For we must all be made manifest before the judgment-seat of Christ; that each one may receive the
things done in the body, according to what he hath done, whether it be good or bad.

The second is Christ's judgment of nations at the "Glorious Appearing," seen supposedly in Matthew 25:31-
46 36:

"But when the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the angels with him, then shall he sit on
the throne of his glory: and before him shall be gathered all the nations: and he shall separate them
one from another, as the shepherd separateth the sheep from the goats; and he shall set the sheep on
his right hand, but the goats on the left. Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, 'Come,
ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world: for
I was hungry, and ye gave me to eat; I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink; I was a stranger, and ye
took me in; naked, and ye clothed me; I was sick, and ye visited me; I was in prison, and ye came
unto me.' Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, 'Lord, when saw we thee hungry, and fed
thee? or athirst, and gave thee drink? And when saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in? or naked,
and clothed thee? And when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto thee?' And the King shall
answer and say unto them,'Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it unto one of these my
brethren, even these least, ye did it unto me.' Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand,
'Depart from me, ye cursed, into the eternal fire which is prepared for the devil and his angels: for
I was hungry, and ye did not give me to eat; I was thirsty, and ye gave me no drink; I was a stranger,
and ye took me not in; naked, and ye clothed me not; sick, and in prison, and ye visited me not.' Then
shall they also answer, saying, 'Lord, when saw we thee hungry, or athirst, or a stranger, or naked,
or sick, or in prison, and did not minister unto thee?' Then shall he answer them, saying, 'Verily I say
unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it not unto one of these least, ye did it not unto me.' And these shall
go away into eternal punishment: but the righteous into eternal life."

The third and final judgment is for the unbelievers, according to Revelation 20:11-15 37:

And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat upon it, from whose face the earth and the heaven
fled away; and there was found no place for them. And I saw the dead, the great and the small,
standing before the throne; and books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book
of life: and the dead were judged out of the things which were written in the books, according to
their works. And the sea gave up the dead that were in it; and death and Hades gave up the dead that
were in them: and they were judged every man according to their works. And death and Hades were
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cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death, even the lake of fire. And if any was not found
written in the book of life, he was cast into the lake of fire.

Will there be three judgments? Let us examine the Scriptures.

The concept of three judgments is necessitated by the four resurrections of the premillennialist system. The
three texts quoted above represent one single judgment:

1. 2 Corinthians 5:10: at the Judgment, "all" will be recompensed for their deeds in the body: where

is the qualifier that shows definitively that only Christians will appear before this seat, especially
when Jesus makes the same type of statement in Matthew 16:27: 

For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father with his angels; and then
shall he render unto every man according to his deeds.

2. Matthew 25:31-46: This is the definitive text for the Judgment. Is Christ literally judging nations,

or is He judging the members of all nations? In the text itself, the qualifications of righteousness
versus unrighteousness is the assistance of those in need: is this done collectively or individually?
Christ says above in Matthew 16:27 that every MAN will be judged according to his deeds.
Matthew 25 is in complete harmony with this: Christ will judge every man according to his deeds.
The fact that He will gather all nations demonstrates clearly that there is one judgment, not many. 

3. Revelation 20:11-15: This text can be seen as quite similar to the scene in Matthew 25, with the

book of life representing the judgment of Christ. The text itself says that "every one of them were
judged according to their deeds," (Revelation 20:13), the same language of Matthew 16. The
language of verse 15 is to be noted also: the fact that it is a conditional (if anyone's name was not
found...thrown into the lake of fire), and is not causal (since their names were not found...thrown into
the lake of fire). If this judgment is to condemn all unbelievers, why is the conditional used? This
is not consistent with the textual evidence. 

We are also told the following about the Judgment in Acts 17:30-31 and 2 Peter 3:9-11:

The times of ignorance therefore God overlooked; but now he commandeth men that they should all
everywhere repent: inasmuch as he hath appointed a day in which he will judge the world in
righteousness by the man whom he hath ordained; wherof he hath given assurance unto all men, in
that he hath raised him from the dead.

The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some count slackness; but is longsuffering to you-
ward, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance. But the day of the
Lord will come as a thief; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the
elements shall be dissolved with fervent heat, and the earth and the works that are therein shall be
burned up.

These verses also clearly point to a singular judgment in one day, wherein all will be judged according to
their deeds and the earth and heavens will be destroyed.

As there is no need to have four resurrections, there is no need to have three judgments. If the "rapture" and
the "glorious appearing" are really a part of the same event, the return of Christ to judge the world, there is
simply no need for more than one judgment. 2 Corinthians 5:10, Matthew 25:31-46, Revelation 20:11-15,
and many other Scriptures all refer to the same event which will happen in the future.
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The Nature of Christ's Kingdom 

The fundamental principle of premillennialism, as exhibited in its name, is the belief in the 1,000-year reign
of Christ on earth. This belief is based in a reading of Revelation 20:1-6 38:

And I saw an angel coming down out of heaven, having the key of the abyss and a great chain in his
hand. And he laid hold on the dragon, the old serpent, which is the Devil and Satan, and bound him
for a thousand years, and cast him into the abyss, and shut it, and sealed it over him, that he should
deceive the nations no more, until the thousand years should be finished: after this he must be loosed
for a little time. And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: and
I saw the souls of them that had been beheaded for the testimony of Jesus, and for the word of God,
and such as worshipped not the beast, neither his image, and received not the mark upon their
forehead and upon their hand; and they lived, and reigned with Christ a thousand years. The rest of
the dead lived not until the thousand years should be finished. This is the first resurrection. Blessed
and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: over these the second death hath no power; but
they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years. 

Does this mean that Christ will return to Earth and rule for a thousand years? Let us examine the corpus of
Scripture to see if it is so.

Christ spoke much about His Kingdom; almost every parable He spoke related to that Kingdom. He does
speak about its existence, nature, and inauguration. We hear of this Kingdom in Luke 17:20-21:

And being asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God cometh, he answered them and said,
"The kingdom of God cometh not with observation: neither shall they say, 'Lo, here!' or, 'there!' for
lo, the kingdom of God is within you."

We are told more about this Kingdom in John 18:36:

Jesus answered, "My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of this world, then would
my servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not from
hence."

This is the same Kingdom prophesied of by Daniel in Daniel 2:44 and 7:14:

And in the days of those kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom which shall never be
destroyed, nor shall the sovereignty thereof be left to another people; but it shall break in pieces and
consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever.

And there was given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all the peoples, nations, and
languages should serve him: his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away,
and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed.

This Kingdom was instituted on the day of Pentecost, prophesied by Joel in Joel 2:31-32 and confirmed by
Peter in Acts 2:20-21:

The sun shall be turned into darkness, And the moon into blood, Before the day of the Lord come,
That great and notable day. And it shall be, that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall
be saved.
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We can see clearly the nature of this Kingdom: it is spiritual, it is everlasting, and it exists today. How can
a kingdom described as "everlasting" be construed to fit a period of 1,000 years? The only conclusion that
we are able to make with the Scriptures supporting us is that the 1,000 years of Revelation 20 refers to a
general period of time of considerable length. The Kingdom is at hand; the only thing left to be done is the
final Judgment of God of all men, believer and unbeliever together, the final separation of the wheat and the
tares, the former entering eternal life, the latter, eternal punishment. In the end, the truth about the "end
times" is that we are in the end times, for we know not when Jesus will return to judge the world. Let us
therefore heed the words of our Lord Jesus in Matthew 25:1-12:

"Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins, who took their lamps, and went forth
to meet the bridegroom. And five of them were foolish, and five were wise. For the foolish, when
they took their lamps, took no oil with them: but the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps.
Now while the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept. But at midnight there is a cry,
'Behold, the bridegroom! Come ye forth to meet him.' Then all those virgins arose, and trimmed their
lamps. And the foolish said unto the wise, 'Give us of your oil; for our lamps are going out.' But the
wise answered, saying, 'Peradventure there will not be enough for us and you: go ye rather to them
that sell, and buy for yourselves.' And while they went away to buy, the bridegroom came; and they
that were ready went in with him to the marriage feast: and the door was shut. Afterward came also
the other virgins, saying, 'Lord, Lord, open to us.' But he answered and said, 'Verily I say unto you,
I know you not.' Watch therefore, for ye know not the day nor the our."
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Lesson Eight
Seventh-Day Adventism — By Ethan R. Longhenry

Overview
Seventh-Day Adventism began in the 1840s with a group of former Millerites, a group who
grew around William Miller, who believed first that Jesus Christ would return between
March 21, 1843, and March 21, 1844, which was supposedly 2,300 years after the beginning
of the prophecy in Daniel 8:14. When the spring of 1844 came and passed, many of Miller's
disciples determined that the date was truly October 22, 1844. When this day also passed,
the group disbanded because of differences of interpretation over what happened in the
‘Great Disappointment,’ as the event was called. One group believed that something
important did happen in October 1844, that Jesus began His ministry from the Most Holy
Place, which represented the beginning of the ‘end times.’ The group recognized Ellen G.
White as a prophet of God, and her writings were and are held in great esteem. The name
‘Seventh-Day Adventist’ combines two of the group's messages: that Christians are to hold
to the Sabbath on the seventh day as God commanded Israel, and that the return of Jesus
Christ is imminent, the ‘second advent.’ Seventh-Day Adventism is known for adhering to
many portions of the Law of Moses, including the Sabbath, the tithe, and dietary ordinances,
and for strong premillennial beliefs.

Variants
There are some variants of the Millerite movement from which Seventh-Day Adventism
originates. The Advent Christian Church was begun in 1860 from the Millerites, and they
also preach the imminent return of Jesus Christ, although they do not hold to the Jewish
practices of Seventh-Day Adventism. Although there is internal disagreement over some
issues and practices, the celebration of Easter being one, there have been no variants of
Seventh-Day Adventism.

I. DOCTRINES of THE SEVENTH DAY ADVENTISTS
A. The Sabbath 

1. THE SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST
a. Seventh-Day Adventism teaches that the Sabbath, the day instituted

by God for Israel to rest, is still binding upon Christians today.
(1) They believe that God instituted the commandment at

creation, 
(2) That God never commanded Christians to do otherwise,
(3) And that the Apostles observed the Sabbath(3). Are these

valid Scriptural teachings?
2. THE BIBLE:

a. The commandment of God concerning the Sabbath was
made in Exodus 20:9-11:
(1) Six days shalt thou labor, and do all thy work; but the seventh

day is a sabbath unto Jehovah thy God: in it thou shalt not do
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any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy man-
servant, nor thy maid-servant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger
that is within thy gates: for in six days Jehovah made heaven
and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the
seventh day: wherefore Jehovah blessed the sabbath day, and
hallowed it.

(2) The Sabbath was given to man as a day of rest for the reason
that God rested on the seventh day. There is no evidence from
the Scriptures that God commanded anyone before Moses to
observe the Sabbath.

(3) There is never a commandment in the New Testament to
observe the Sabbath. The Seventh-Day Adventists infer from
the use of the term ‘sabbath’ in Acts 13:14;42;44, 16:13,
17:1-2, and 18:4 that the Apostles did observe it. This
inference, however, is not substantiated by the text: we see the
Apostles preaching the word of God to the Jews on the
Sabbath because that is when the latter came together. Paul
says in Romans 1:16 that the Gospel went to the ‘Jew first,
and then to the Greek,’ and this is borne out in one example,
Acts 17:1-2:
(a) Now when they had passed through Amphipolis and

Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where was a
synagogue of the Jews: and Paul, as his custom was,
went in unto them, and for three sabbath days
reasoned with them from the Scriptures.

(4) Paul's custom was to reason with the Jews first in the cities he
entered, and only after the Jews would not hear would he
preach to the Gentiles.

(5) It may be argued that since the term ‘sabbath’ is used, this
means that these Christians obviously observed it. This is not
necessarily the case. ‘Christendom’ recognizes December 25
as Christmas. If I speak of doing something on Christmas day,
does this necessitate that I observe Christmas as a religious
observance? By no means, for it is the commonly understood
term for December 25. Likewise, the early Christians
recognized that the ‘seventh day’ was the ‘Sabbath;’ calling
it as much does not necessitate its observance.

(6) Concerning God having never ‘changed’ the Sabbath, we
must understand the nature of the covenants that God has with
His children. We have been told in Colossians 2:13-14 the
following:
(a) “And you, being dead through your trespasses and the

uncircumcision of your flesh, you, I say, did he make
alive together with him, having forgiven us all our
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trespasses; having blotted out the bond written in
ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us: and he hath taken it out that way,
nailing it to the cross.”

(7) We also read the same message in Hebrews 7:12;
9:15:

(a) “For the priesthood being changed, there is made of
necessity a change also of the law.”

(b) “And for this cause he is the mediator of a new
covenant, that a death having taken place for the
redemption of the transgressions that were under the
first covenant, they that have been called may receive
the promise of the eternal inheritance.”

(8) The apostles of God spoke clearly that there was a change of
law enacted by the death of Jesus Christ. Therefore, since
there has been a change of law, the laws of the people under
Moses are not by that virtue alone applicable to Christians
today. There are many instances where the laws of God under
Moses are the same as under Christ, but many have been
changed. Colossians 2:14 makes it clear that the Law of
Moses has been nailed to the cross, and any practice
applicable to Christians must come from either before the
Law or through the Apostles. The Sabbath does not meet
either of these requirements, for the Sabbath was instituted as
a practice only in the time of Moses.
(a) Colossians 2:13-16 actually speaks of the Sabbath in

this regard:
(b) “And you, being dead through your trespasses and the

uncircumcision of your flesh, you, I say, did he make
alive together with him, having forgiven us all our
trespasses; having blotted out the bond written in
ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to
us: and he hath taken it out that way, nailing it to the
cross; having despoiled the principalities and the
powers, he made a show of them openly, triumphing
over them in it. Let no man therefore judge you in
meat, or in drink, or in respect of a feast day or a new
moon or a sabbath day.”

B. The Seventh-Day Adventists
1. Argue that this commandment only speaks concerning the ‘seven year’

Sabbath of the land, since the rest of the acts are ‘ritual matters4.’ Yet the text
does not make any such distinction; the new moon comes monthly, and ‘in
meat, or in drink,’ refers to the dietary restrictions of the Law, which are by
no means ‘ritual matters.’
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2. The BIBLE:
a. We have further evidence of the change in the Sabbath in Hebrews

4:1-11:
b. “Let us fear therefore, lest haply, a promise being left of entering into

his rest, any one of you should seem to have come short of it. For
indeed we have had good tidings preached unto us, even as also they:
but the word of hearing did not profit them, because it was not united
by faith with them that heard. For we who have believed do enter into
that rest; even as he hath said, ‘As I sware in my wrath, They shall not
enter into my rest:’ although the works were finished from the
foundation of the world. For he hath said somewhere of the seventh
day on this wise, ‘And God rested on the eventh day from all his
works;’ and in this place again, ‘They shall not enter into my rest.’
Seeing therefore it remaineth that some should enter thereinto, and
they to whom the good tidings were before preached failed to enter in
because of disobedience, he again defineth a certain day, ‘Today,’
saying in David so long a time afterward (even as hath been said
before), ‘Today if ye shall hear his voice, Harden not your hearts.’ For
if Joshua had given them rest, he would not have spoken afterward of
another day. There remaineth therefore a sabbath rest for the people
of God. For he that is entered into his rest hath himself also rested
from his works, as God did from his. Let us therefore give diligence
to enter into that rest, that no man fall after the same example of
disobedience.”

C. The Seventh-Day Adventists believe that this ‘rest’ actually refers to the weekly
Sabbath. 
1. THE BIBLE:

a. However, if we examine the text, we see that this cannot be
so. The Hebrew author said in verse 8:
(1) “if Joshua had given them rest, he would not have

spoken afterward of another day. 
b. Joshua is spoken of since he was the one who led the Israelites into

the promised land and re-established the law in Joshua 8:32:
c. And he wrote there upon the stones a copy of the law of Moses,

which he wrote, in the presence of the children of Israel.
2. The rest given by Joshua was the Sabbath, yet the Hebrew author

demonstrates that there ‘remains a sabbath rest for the people of God.’ He
further states in verses 10 and 11 that:
a. “he that is entered into his rest hath himself also rested from his

works, as God did from his. Let us therefore give diligence to enter
into that rest, that no man fall after the same example of
disobedience.”

b. How can this rest be a weekly rest on Earth if we must ‘give
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diligence’ to enter it? We are to give diligence to enter the Kingdom
of Heaven (cf. 2 Timothy 2:15), and yet are never told about
diligence for a weekly rest. Therefore, it is evident from the
Scriptures that the Christian sabbath is the kingdom of Heaven, and
our day of worshipping God follows the example of the Apostles in
Acts 20:7:
(1) “And upon the first day of the week, when we were gathered

together to break bread, Paul discoursed with them, intending
to depart on the morrow; and prolonged his speech until
midnight.”

II. Dietary Restrictions
A. SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST:

1. Seventh-Day Adventism also teaches that the dietary restrictions given under
the Law of Moses are still applicable today. 

B. THE BIBLE:
1. However, we have numerous Scriptures showing that they are not so,

Mark 7:19 and Romans 14:2, 14:
a. “because it goeth not into his heart, but into his belly, and

goeth out into the draught?’ This he said, making all meats clean.”
b. “One man hath faith to eat all things: but he that is weak eateth

herbs.”
c. “I know, and am persuaded in the Lord Jesus, that nothing is unclean

of itself: save that to him who accounteth anything to be unclean, to
him it is unclean.”

C. SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST:
1. The Seventh-Day Adventists believe that Mark 7:19 was referring to the

manner of the eating of foods, and not of the food itself. 
2. THE BIBLE:

a. It is true that contextually Jesus is discussing the Pharisees and their
binding of external washings, yet the comment made in
verse 19 is a commentary by Mark, not a statement of Jesus.
It need not deal directly with the context of what Jesus is
saying. Mark simply affirms that by teaching the Pharisees that food
does not defile men, He also teaches that all foods are clean. They
also teach concerning Romans 14 that the context simply discusses
food offered to idols, yet the text does not make any such distinctions.
Paul says very clearly, ‘nothing is unclean of itself,’ and that ‘one has
faith to eat all things, but he that is weak eats herbs.’ Nothing is
spoken of concerning the nature of the foods themselves, only what
they are. Paul makes it evident that all foods are clean for Christians.

III. The Second Advent
A. SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST
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1. The other main teaching of Seventh-Day Adventism is the imminent return
of Jesus Christ, or the ‘Second Advent.’ Their belief system concerning the
Second Advent has many parallels with Plymouth Brethren:
Premillennialism. We will concern ourselves only with the main differences
between the two belief systems.

2. The principal belief of the Seventh-Day Adventists concerning the Second
Advent is the ‘Heavenly Sanctuary.’ 
a. The Seventh-Day Adventists believe in a literal ‘Heavenly

Sanctuary,’ where Jesus now reigns as High Priest. They believe that
the prophecy of Daniel 8:14 gives a 2,300 year period for the
cleansing of this sanctuary:
(1) “And he said unto me, Unto two thousand and three hundred

evenings and mornings; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed.”
b. If the date of 457 BC is accepted for the decree to restore and rebuild

Jerusalem, the ‘seventy sevens’ of Daniel 9:24, or 490 years, brings
us to about 33 or 34 AD; the remaining 1,810 years brings us to 1844,
or the time of the prophecy of William Miller. It is believed that the
actions of Daniel 7:13-14 occurred in 1844:
(1) “I saw in the night-visions, and, behold, there came with the

clouds of heaven one like unto a son of man, and he came
even to the ancient of days, and they brought him near before
him. And there was given him dominion, and glory, and a
kingdom, that all the peoples, nations, and languages should
serve him: his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which
shall not pass away, and his kingdom that which shall not be
destroyed.”

c. Therefore, it is the belief of Seventh-Day Adventism that Jesus began
the final phase of His ministry in 1844, preparing to return for the
Second Advent. Is this what the Scriptures teach?

B. THE BIBLE:
1. We have seen in Plymouth Brethren: Daniel 7: The Beasts and

Plymouth Brethren: Daniel 9: The Duration of Israel that the signs
of Daniel point clearly to the first coming of Christ, the
establishment of the church, and the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD. The
‘seventy sevens’ clearly refer to the time between Daniel and the destruction
of Jerusalem, and this is confirmed by Jesus in Matthew 24:15.

2. The nature of this prophecy hinges upon the date of 457 BC, the date wherein
it is believed the decree of which Daniel spoke of in Daniel 9:25 was given:
a. “Know therefore and discern, that from the going forth of the

commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the anointed
one, the prince, shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks:
it shall be built again, with street and moat, even in troublous times.”

3. It is believed that this prophecy was fulfilled in the decree of Artaxerxes in
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Ezra 7:11-26, when Ezra was given the authority of the king to teach the
Jews the commandments of their God. 
a. Even if we were to accept that this command was the ‘restoration’ of

Israel as spoken of by Daniel, the ‘building’ of Jerusalem was first
commanded by Cyrus concerning the Temple (538BC- Ezra 1:1) and
ultimately commanded by Artaxerxes concerning the walls of
Jerusalem (444BC- Nehemiah 2:1). 

b. This period of ‘building’ is a long span, long before and shortly after
the decree of Artaxerxes in 457 BC. 

c. This is another situation where individuals attempt to force history to
fit prophecy, as opposed to examining prophecy in light of historical
evidence. There is no evidence that the decree spoken of by Daniel
conforms to the decree of Artaxerxes in 457 BC.

C. SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST:
1. It is also believed by the Seventh-Day Adventists that the ‘millennial reign’

will be in Heaven, at the conclusion of which the saints and Christ will return
to the ‘new earth’ to live forever. It is also believed that there will be two
resurrections, the first for the righteous at the Second Advent, and the second
for the unrighteous after the ‘millennium.’ Is this taught by the Scriptures?

2. THE BIBLE:
a. These beliefs are mostly based on the Revelation of John, and as we

have seen in Plymouth Brethren: The Nature of Prophecy,
that the Revelation is a ‘prophecy by sign,’ and while we
believe John saw everything that he wrote about, we cannot
determine that what John saw will literally occur. We have seen in
Plymouth Brethren; The Nature of Christ's Kingdom, that the
Kingdom exists today, comprised of all the saints, and is not limited
to a thousand years. We have been told in Matthew 25:34 the
following:
(1) “Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, 'Come,

ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you
from the foundation of the world.”

b. The Kingdom for the saints has been prepared from the foundation of
the world; how can this be a ‘new earth,’ created after this world is
destroyed? It is evident that John is using language and signs
understandable to man to describe a scene so magnificent that no
comparison can be valid.

c. We have also seen in Plymouth Brethren: The Judgment that the texts
in Matthew 25 and 2 Corinthians 5:10 demonstrate that the
Judgment will be a one-time event, and that there will not be two
judgments for two resurrections. Therefore, the teachings of the
Seventh-Day Adventists concerning the Second Advent of Christ are
not based in the complete message of the Scriptures.
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LESSON NINE - By Joe. R. Price

THE SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST DOCTRINE
OF THE SABBATH        

This page begins with an informational sheet which ADVOCATES Sabbath Day
observance.  It was given to me by members of the Seventh-day Adventist Church
in Issaquah, WA.      Following the Adventist material is a brief Biblical Review
of this doctrine with Bible answers to each specific point made to support their
doctrine.  (Joe   Price)

19. The Sabbath
The beneficent Creator, after the six days of Creation, rested on the seventh day and
instituted the Sabbath for all people as a memorial of Creation. The fourth commandment
of God’s unchangeable law requires the observance of this seventh-day Sabbath as the day
of rest, worship and ministry in harmony with the teaching and practice of Jesus, the Lord
of the Sabbath. The Sabbath is a day of delightful communion with God and one another. It
is a symbol of our redemption in Christ, a sign of our sanctification, a token of our
allegiance, and a foretaste of our eternal future in God’s kingdom. The Sabbath is God’s
perpetual sign of His eternal covenant between Him and His people. Joyful observance of
this holy time from evening to evening, sunset to sunset, is a celebration of God’s creative
and redemptive acts.

I. The seventh-day Sabbath was given by God to all mankind on the final
day of creation week. One of the Ten Commandments, it was faithfully
observed by Jesus.
A. God sanctified the Sabbath during creation week. Genesis   2:1-3  

1. God reiterated and perpetuated the Sabbath by including it in the Ten
Commandments.  Exodus 20:8-11; Deuteronomy 5:12-15.  

B. God gave the Sabbath to everyone, not just the Jews.    Isaiah 56:6-7; Mark 2:27. 
C. God foresaw and predicted that the Sabbath would be especially attacked by His

enemies.  Daniel 7:25  
D. Jesus set a right example in Sabbath observance.  Luke   4:16  
E. Jesus’ followers kept the Sabbath after He was crucified.     Luke 23:55-56  
F. The Sabbath lasts from sundown on Friday until sundown on   Saturday. Leviticus

23:32; Mark 1:29-32  
G. To properly observe the Sabbath, we should abstain from doing business transactions

or anything that might sidetrack us from delighting in the Lord. Nehemiah 13:15-19;
Exodus 16:22-30; Isaiah 58:13-14
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II. The Sabbath is a sign of our special relationship with God as His redeemed people.
Keeping it demonstrates our allegiance to Him and is a sign of His covenant with us.
It is a time for communing with God and doing good.
A. It is a sign of our special relationship. Exodus 31:13-17 
B. Keeping the Sabbath demonstrates allegiance to God. Ezekiel 20:12, 20 
C. Jesus, the Lord of the Sabbath, gave us an example of doing good works on   the

Sabbath. Matthew 12:1-12. 
D. The Sabbath commemorates our spiritual rest in Jesus. Hebrews 4:1-11 
E. The restoration of the Sabbath truth is part of the last-day message of   the church.

Exodus 20:11; Revelation 14:7 

III. Personal Application
A. ‘If Christians live every day for the Lord, what is special about the Sabbath?’
B. ‘Why did Jesus go to the synagogue every Sabbath?’
C. The Sabbath is a gift of time that God has given to me, which I can joyfully return to

Him in worship and doing good.

IV. Commitment
A. ‘Father, I believe that You gave the seventh-day Sabbath to all mankind. I intend to

follow Jesus’ example by worshiping and doing good on it.’

Answering The Seventh-Day Adventist Doctrine: 

        

7th-Day Adventist doctrine is restated, with Bible answers to each point in the boxes below.

19. The Sabbath
The beneficent Creator, after the six days of Creation, rested on the seventh day and instituted the
Sabbath for all people as a memorial of Creation. The fourth commandment of God’s unchangeable
law requires the observance of this seventh-day Sabbath as the day of rest, worship and ministry in
harmony with the teaching and practice of Jesus, the Lord of the Sabbath. The Sabbath is a day of
delightful communion with God and one another. It is a symbol of our redemption in Christ, a sign
of our sanctification, a token of our allegiance, and a foretaste of our eternal future in God’s
kingdom. The Sabbath is God’s perpetual sign of His eternal covenant between Him and His people.
Joyful observance of this holy time from evening to evening, sunset to sunset, is a celebration of
God’s creative and redemptive acts.

I. The seventh-day Sabbath was given by God to all mankind on the final day of creation
week. One of the Ten Commandments, it was faithfully observed by Jesus.

A. God sanctified the Sabbath during creation week. Genesis   2:1-3
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The fact that God ‘sanctified’ the 7th day does not address for what purpose He dedicated it --
that must be learned from other scriptures.          

The answer is found in Deut. 5:12-15: Israel was commanded to ‘observe the Sabbath day, ‘to
keep it holy’ (sanctify it).....as a memorial of deliverance from Egyptian bondage (v. 15).

God also sanctified (dedicate, hallow):          

All the firstborn (Exo. 13:2; Num. 8:17)          

OT sacrifices (Exo. 28:27-44)          

Israel (Exo.19:10, 14; 31:13)          

Furniture in tabernacle (Exo. 30:25-29)          

Levitical priests (Exo. 19:22; 28:41)          

Solomon’s temple (2 Chrn. 7:16, 20)          

Mt. Sinai (Exo. 19:23)

  
II. God reiterated and perpetuated the Sabbath by including it in the Ten

Commandments. Exodus 20:8-11; Deuteronomy 5:12-15.
                    

Neh. 9:13-14; Ezek. 20:12, 20 - God gave Israel the Sabbath commandment at Mt. Sinai -- It
was not given to their fathers (predecessors) - Deut. 5:1-4.

  
III.   God gave the Sabbath to everyone, not just the Jews. Isaiah   56:6-7; Mark 2:27.

              

He didn’t give it to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and the 12 fathers of Israel - Deut. 5:2-3.          

He did not give it to the Egyptians - Deut 5:12-15.          

He did not give it to the Ashdodites, Ammonites, Moabites & men of Tyre - Neh. 13:1-3,
16-22.          

He did not give it to the Gentiles - Rom. 9:4; Eph. 2:11-13; Col. 2:13-17.          

He only gave the sabbath to the nation of Israel, beginning at Mt. Sinai, and ending with the
cross of Christ!  (Eph. 2:14-18; Col. 2:14-17)          

Isa. 56:6-7: Prophetic description of Messianic hope to all (Gentiles, eunuchs) who had kept
the covenant of God which included the Sabbath (OT law).          

Mark 2:27-28: As ‘Lord of the Sabbath,’ Jesus had superiority over the Sabbath and the Law
which included it -- OT law. The Sabbath was made for man (Israel).  (cf. Matt. 15:24)
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  IV. God foresaw and predicted that the Sabbath would be especially attacked by His
enemies.  Daniel 7:25

                  

God foresaw that the law which contained the Sabbath law would be done away:          

Jer. 31:31-33 - New covenant not like the one made at Sinai. (Heb. 8:6-13; 10:11-18)          

2 Cor. 3:1-6, 7-14 - OT covenant is ‘done away’ in Christ          

Rom. 7:4, 6 - OT law containing ‘thou shalt not covet’ is abolished so that we may be joined
to Christ!          

It is not an attack to teach about the end of the Sabbath in the same way the prophets and
apostles did!

  
V.   Jesus set a right example in Sabbath observance. Luke 4:16
                

Jesus fulfilled the law (Matt. 5:17-18; Rom. 10:4).          

He never violated any of God’s law.          

So, Jesus kept all the Sinaitic law, including the observance of the annual feasts (cf. Passover). 
        

Are we to keep the Passover just because Jesus did? (Lk. 22:14-20; 1 Cor. 5:7-8)  No.          

Are we to pay the Jewish temple tax because Jesus did? (Matt. 17:24-27)  No.          

Are we to go into synagogues to read scripture and observe the Sabbath day just because Jesus
did? (Luke 4:16-21)    No.

  
VI.   Jesus’ followers kept the Sabbath after He was crucified.   Luke 23:55-56

                

Yes, because these were Israelites keeping the law which contained the Sabbath law: ‘And they
rested on the Sabbath according to the commandment.’          

This doesn’t say a word to Gentiles who live under the gospel of Christ! (Matt. 28:18-20)

  
VII.  The Sabbath lasts from sundown on Friday until sundown on Saturday. Leviticus

23:32; Mark 1:29-32

              

Lev. 23:32: Was the Day of Atonement a part of the ‘ceremonial law?’ Then so was the
sabbath! (Where else do you learn how to determine when it begins and ends?!          

All this proves is that the Jewish nation reckoned their time according to the law of Moses. 
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Nobody else did         (cf. Roman reckoning of time.)

  
VIII.   To properly observe the Sabbath,   we should abstain from doing business

transactions or anything that might   sidetrack us from delighting in the Lord.
Nehemiah 13:15-19; Exodus 16:22-30;   Isaiah 58:13-14

                    

 Matt. 12:5: Do you also have Levitical priests who function according to God’s law on the
Sabbath? ‘They baked and changed the showbread; they performed sabbatical sacrifices (#Nu
28:9), and two lambs were killed on the sabbath in addition to the daily sacrifice. This involved
the killing, skinning, and cleaning of the animals, and the building of the fire to consume the
sacrifice. They also trimmed the gold lamps, burned incense, and performed various other duties.
The profanation of the Sabbath, however, was not real, but merely apparent.  And are guiltless.
The fourth commandment did not forbid work absolutely, but labor for worldly gain. Activity in
the work of God was both allowed and commanded. (McGarvey, The Fourfold Gospel, p.
211-212)

IX. The Sabbath is a sign of our special relationship with God as His redeemed people.
Keeping it demonstrates our allegiance to Him and is a sign of His covenant with us.
It is a time for communing with God and doing good.
A. It is a sign of our special relationship. Exodus 31:13-17 

                

This is a passage Moses was to speak ‘to the children of Israel, saying, ‘Surely My Sabbaths you
shall keep, for it is a sign between Me and You throughout your generations, that you may know
that I am the Lord who sanctifies you.’‘ (Exo. 31:13)          

What gives us the right to apply a passage to ourselves which God only applied to Israel?!

  
X. Keeping the Sabbath demonstrates allegiance to God. Ezekiel 20:12, 20 
                

Yes, when Israel kept the Sabbath it demonstrated Israel’s allegiance to God, since at Sinai He
commanded Israel to keep His Sabbaths (Ezek. 20:10-12, 20)          

When Israel profaned the Sabbath it showed her rebellion against God (Ezek. 20:13-20).

  
XI. Jesus, the Lord of the Sabbath, gave us an   example of doing good works on the

Sabbath. Matthew 12:1-12. 

              

We are to do good works every day of the week, including the 7th day. (Eph. 2:10; Gal. 6:10;
Matt. 7:11-12; 22:39)
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XII. The Sabbath commemorates our spiritual rest in Jesus.  Hebrews 4:1-11 
                

The ‘rest’ which remains for the people of God is the heavenly rest of the faithful, Heb. 4:9-11. 

Nowhere does this passage say the 7th day of the week commemorates spiritual rest in Jesus.

  
XIII. The restoration of the Sabbath truth is part of the last-day message of the church.

Exodus 20:11; Revelation 14:7 

              

Pure speculation.    When Jesus returns it will be to deliver His kingdom up to the Father, not
establish His kingdom here on earth! (1 Cor. 15:20-26)          

As we hear Christ, we are to not let anyone judge us in respect to sabbath day observance.
(Matt. 17;3-4; Heb. 1:1-2; Col. 2:15-17)

XIV. Personal Application
A. If Christians live every day for the Lord, what is special about the Sabbath?’  

                 

Christ has not authorized the 7th day as a special day. (Gal. 5:1-6)          

The first day of the week was the day when early Christians gathered to worship. (Acts 20:7; 1
Cor. 16:2)

XV. ‘Why did Jesus go to the synagogue every Sabbath?’    
                

To observe the Sabbath which was given to Israel at Mt. Sinai. (Lk. 4:16-21)

XVI. The Sabbath is a gift of time that God has given to me, which I can joyfully return
to Him in worship and doing good.    

                

Where is even one Bible passage which teaches that God has given the Sabbath to me?          

We must not add to or go beyond the revealed word of God! (Gal. 1:8-9; Rev. 22:18-19; 2
Jno. 9)

 
XVII. Commitment

A. Father, I believe that You gave the seventh-day Sabbath to all mankind. I intend to
follow Jesus’ example by worshiping and doing good on it.’    

                

Faith comes from hearing God’s word. — Romans 10:17         
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Where in God’s  word does it say that the Father gave the Sabbath to all mankind?  It doesn’t!  

Where in God’s word does it tell us how we should worship God on the Sabbath?  It doesn’t!    
     

Therefore, whatever one does on the seventh-day Sabbath is not following the word of God,
but the word and work of man.
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LESSON TEN
Pentecostalism/Charismatic Movement - By Ethan R. Longhenry 

Overview 

Pentecostalism (from Pentecost, the day in which the gift of the Holy Spirit was given to the Apostles)
originated from the Wesleyan Holiness movement of the nineteenth century, which emphasized personal faith
and proper living, along with a belief of the imminence of the return of the gifts of the Holy Spirit. This
belief was manifested in Topeka, Kansas, in 1901, where the first "baptism of the Holy Spirit" in modern
times was recorded. The movement began to spread; it only gained momentum, however, in 1906, with the
Azusa Street Revival in Los Angeles, California. The "massive outpouring of the Holy Spirit" that occurred
at Azusa Street gained national notoriety, and the majority of Pentecostal denominations originated in
individuals affected by the events of Azusa Street. These first believers in the gifts of the Holy Spirit were
not accepted by their denominations, and many therefore began their own or joined such fledgling groups.

Beginning in the 1960s, many members of denominations began to "receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit,"
and these individuals did not leave their respective denominations. These individuals began what is deemed
as the "Charismatic Movement" (from the Greek charisma, or "gifts"). Before long, there were Charismatic
associations within the Roman Catholic, Lutheran, Anglican/Episcopalian, and Calvinist churches, and the
movement spread to encompass almost every denomination within Christendom.

Pentecostalism and the Charismatic Movement are identifiable by their belief in the latter-day outpouring
of the Holy Spirit, much like the day of Pentecost. Many of the members experience what is deemed the
"baptism of the Holy Spirit," which is supposedly evidenced by the act of speaking in tongues. These groups
tend to bring a great deal of emotionalism and activity to their worship services, generally allow for the full
equality of men and women in the activities of the worship service, and focus on the emotional aspects of
Christianity.

Variants 

The Pentecostal/Charismatic movement is heavily splintered; the number of groups within this movement
number in the tens of thousands. We can, however, examine the major groups of the movement.
Pentecostalism and its offshoots can be divided into three groups: "Classical" Pentecostals, those who are
members of the standard Pentecostal groups, most of which originated in the first quarter of the twentieth
century; the Charismatics, or those in other denominations who received the "baptism of the Holy Spirit;"
and the so-called "Neo-Charismatics," the groups formed in the last half of the century, most of which are
not affiliated with the Pentecostal denominations. We will examine the "classical" Pentecostal groups in
more detail; it will suffice to say for the Charismatics that they are present in the majority of the
denominations of Christendom, normally having their own associations as part of their denominations.

The chart provided should assist in understanding the creation and organization of the "classical" Pentecostal
denominations. Let us speak of them now.

We must first examine the "pre-Pentecostal" era, the time before 1901. Many churches received the message
of the Holiness movement, which stemmed from Wesleyan theology. Many of these groups were looking
forward to a "renewal of the Holy Spirit," when the gifts present on the day of Pentecost would return to the
churches. Many of these Holiness groups became Pentecostal after the turn of the century; others did not
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accept the message. Therefore, when we discuss a denomination that existed before 1901, we must
understand that the denomination was founded first and only later became Pentecostal.

The first demonstration of the "baptism of the Holy Spirit" came in 1901; it would take five years and a
different location, however, for the movement to really spread. The movement caught on after what was
deemed the "Azusa Street Revival" in 1906. It is believed that many individuals in Azusa Street in Los
Angeles received the "baptism of the Holy Spirit" and spoke in tongues for weeks on end. Many of the
ministers of the Holiness congregations along with other interested parties visited Azusa Street to observe
the events and possibly become a part of them.

One of the first denominations to accept Pentecostalism was the Church of God in Christ [COGIC], founded
in 1897 by Charles Mason. In 1907, he received the "baptism of the Holy Spirit," and soon the majority of
his denomination was Pentecostal. This group remains one of the largest denominations within
Pentecostalism.

Other denominations also accepted the Pentecostal doctrine. The Pentecostal Holiness Church, founded in
1898, became Pentecostal in 1908. The United Holy Church, founded in 1886, also became Pentecostal.

Another large group that became Pentecostal was the Church of God (Cleveland, Tennessee). This group,
founded in 1886, became Pentecostal in 1908, in a large part influenced by A. J. Tomlinson. By 1922,
however, the Church of God (Cleveland, Tennessee), could no longer stand the dictatorial nature of
Tomlinson; therefore, Tomlinson was removed, and he himself created another Church of God, known first
as the "Tomlinson Church of God" until 1943, when Tomlinson died. His two sons, Milton and Homer began
to quarrel over who should take over control of the church. Milton was chosen, and in 1952 he chose the
name "Church of God of Prophecy" to replace "Tomlinson Church of God." Homer left that group when he
was not chosen and founded his own group, the Church of God, World Headquarters, in 1943.

The denominations listed above are considered the "first wave" of Pentecostalism, since they essentially were
Wesleyan Holiness groups who incorporated the glossolalia (speaking in tongues) and other gifts into their
theology. They believed that one was saved, then sanctified, and then received the baptism of the Holy Spirit.
Beginning in the 1910s, however, a new line of theology emerged, known as the "finished work" belief
system. These individuals tended to come from outside the Wesleyan Holiness movement, and thus did not
share the emphasis on personal sanctification as the Holiness groups did. They believed that sanctification
was a gradual process, and that one need not be fully sanctified before one received the baptism of the Holy
Spirit. This rift in theology prompted what is known as the "second wave" of Pentecostalism.

One of the largest and best-known churches of this "second wave" is the Assemblies of God [AG or AoG],
which divided from the Church of God in Christ in 1914 over the "finished work" theology and also racial
issues. The Assemblies of God themselves saw division occur within the next two years over the "oneness"
theology, that the name of Jesus was the only name of God, that one needed to be baptized in the name of
Jesus alone, and that speaking in tongues was necessary for salvation (more will be discussed about this
theology below). This group was eventually cast out of the Assemblies of God in 1916 to form the
Pentecostal Assemblies of the World. This group itself divided because of racial differences in 1927, forming
a group known as the Pentecostal Church, Incorporated, which later merged with other "oneness" churches
to form the United Pentecostal Church (UPC) in 1945.

The Assemblies of God saw further divisions in the next twenty years. The next division occurred in 1919,
when John Sinclair of the Assemblies of God became very concerned when the church adopted a "Statement
of Fundamental Truths," which went against, in his opinion, one of the founding premises of the
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denomination to not hold to any doctrinal statements. Therefore, he along with George Brinkman left the
Assemblies of God to form the Pentecostal Church of God of America.

In 1927, a former Assemblies of God minister named Aimee Semple McPherson founded the International
Church of the Foursquare Gospel, a Pentecostal church that grew around the healing and witness of its
founder. This church also suffered a division in 1932 with the creation of the Open Bible Evangelistic
Association, which eventually merged with another group to form the Open Bible Standard Church in 1935.

Finally, a "third wave" of churches began to form in the later part of the twentieth century, involving many
of the mainline evangelicals who had seen and performed the signs and wonders of the Pentecostal movement
but did not desire to be labeled with the terms "Pentecostal" or "Charismatic." The foremost group of these
individuals is the Association of Vineyard Churches, founded in 1981. These "third wavers" are the ones
known as the "neo-Charismatics," and their numbers throughout their many groups are the largest in the
Pentecostal movement. 

There are many other groups that are part of the Pentecostal/Charismatic movement, including the majority
of the televangelists and those who perform "healing revivals." "Charismatic communities" have also been
founded, consisting of groups of Charismatics who wish to create their own community of faith.

These are the major groups in the Pentecostal/Charismatic movement; it would be a large task indeed to
discuss every little group within this movement. It is believed that for every individual congregation within
one of these denominations, there exists one independent Pentecostal/Charismatic congregation. Let us now
examine the general belief systems of these groups.

What is the Baptism of the Holy Spirit? 

The fundamental premise of the Pentecostal/Charismatic movement is what is deemed the "baptism of the
Holy Spirit." It is believed that the "baptism of the Holy Spirit" is given today, and that from this event the
ability to speak in tongues, to heal, and possibly to prophecy, is given 1. They believe that the "outpouring
of the Holy Spirit" as seen in the twentieth century is evidence of the "end time" return of the Holy Spirit,
believed to have been prophesied by Joel in Joel 2:28-322. The whole Pentecostal/Charismatic belief system
requires the baptism of the Holy Spirit to exist for one to be able to speak in tongues, etc. Is this the teaching
of the Scriptures concerning the baptism of the Holy Spirit?

The "baptism of the Holy Spirit" is seen twice in the New Testament, and that terminology is only used either
before or after the event happens. In Acts 1:4-5, Jesus foretells the baptism of the Holy Spirit for His
disciples:

Gathering them together, He commanded them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for what the
Father had promised, "Which," He said, "you heard of from Me; for John baptized with water, but
you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now."

This was fulfilled on the day of Pentecost according to Acts 2:1-4:

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly there came
from heaven a noise like a violent rushing wind, and it filled the whole house where they were
sitting. And there appeared to them tongues as of fire distributing themselves, and they rested on
each one of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other
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tongues, as the Spirit was giving them utterance.

The next and last instance of the term "the baptism of the Holy Spirit" in the Scriptures is during Peter's
relation to the Christians in Jerusalem concerning what occurred to Cornelius and his men, Acts 11:15-16:

"And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as He did upon us at the beginning. And
I remembered the word of the Lord, how He used to say, 'John baptized with water, but you will be
baptized with the Holy Spirit.'"

This event occurred in Acts 10:44-45:

While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all those who were listening
to the message. All the circumcised believers who came with Peter were amazed, because the gift
of the Holy Spirit had been poured out on the Gentiles also.

These two events are the only recorded baptisms of the Holy Spirit within the Scriptures. Many times the gift
of the Holy Spirit is given, but it is always done with the laying on of hands, as is evidenced by the example
in Acts 8:14-17:

Now when the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent
them Peter and John, who came down and prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit.
For He had not yet fallen upon any of them; they had simply been baptized in the name of the Lord
Jesus. Then they began laying their hands on them, and they were receiving the Holy Spirit.

We see here that when the Spirit was given to men from the Apostles, hands were laid upon them. This action
represents the vast majority of the transmission of the Holy Spirit in the Scriptures.

We can therefore see that the baptism of the Holy Spirit was not to be a common event. It was a miraculous
event to demonstrate to the people that Jesus Christ was Lord, and that all must obey Him to receive eternal
life. In Acts 2, the baptism of the Holy Spirit occurred for the Kingdom of Heaven to be established on Earth
in the form of the church. In Acts 10, the baptism of the Holy Spirit served to be a sign to Peter that the
Gentiles were to be a part of the Kingdom. These two events signify the fulfillment of the multiple
prophecies in the Old Testament concerning the establishment of the heavenly Kingdom and the acceptance
of the Gentiles into the fold. There are no Scriptures that would demonstrate that God would bestow any
more baptisms of the Holy Spirit beyond the two events in the first century.

It is argued that the prophecy in Joel 2 concerning the dispensation of the Spirit demonstrates that the Holy
Spirit would be again poured out upon Christians in the "end times." We have seen, however, in Plymouth
Brethren: Joel 2: The Gift of the Holy Spirit, that Peter spoke very clearly in saying that the day of Pentecost
was the fulfillment of the prophecy given, and thus there does not need to be a later outpouring to make it
so. Therefore, we can see that the "baptism of the Holy Spirit" was a miraculous event for the benefit of the
Apostles, first to be able to teach and then to show that the Gentiles were to enter the fold, and thus there is
no longer a need for such a miracle. The only possible way that the Holy Spirit could be transferred to a
Christian would be by the laying on of hands by the Apostles.

Can the gift of the Holy Spirit be imparted today? We can examine the Scriptures to see if it is so. The
Scriptures show that only the Apostles were able to transmit the Holy Spirit by means of the "laying on of
hands." We do not see anyone else transmitting the gift. This is made manifest by the example of Philip and
Peter and John in Acts 8:12-17:
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But when they believed Philip preaching the good news about the kingdom of God and the name of
Jesus Christ, they were being baptized, men and women alike. Even Simon himself believed; and
after being baptized, he continued on with Philip, and as he observed signs and great miracles taking
place, he was constantly amazed. Now when the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had
received the word of God, they sent them Peter and John, who came down and prayed for them that
they might receive the Holy Spirit. For He had not yet fallen upon any of them; they had simply been
baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. Then they began laying their hands on them, and they were
receiving the Holy Spirit.

We see that Peter and John came down from Jerusalem to Samaria in order to give the gift of the Holy Spirit
to the Samaritans. Why did Philip not give the gift to them? The only reason that we can accept is that Philip
was unable to give the gift since he was not one of the Apostles.

The last Apostle died around the year 100 AD. Therefore, none have been able to give the gift of the Holy
Spirit through the laying on of hands since that time. We see, therefore, that the Scriptures teach that not only
the baptism of the Holy Spirit but also the laying on of hands are practices not performed today.

Glossolalia: Speaking in Tongues 

In the Pentecostal/Charismatic belief system, once one has received the "baptism of the Holy Spirit," the
"initial evidence" of this occurrence is the glossolalia, or speaking in tongues 3. The Pentecostals teach that
this speaking in tongues is reminiscent of the day of Pentecost in Acts 2. Do the Pentecostals today receive
the same gifts as the Apostles and the Christians of the first century received?

A major distinction must be made between the majority of the speaking in tongues today and the speaking
in tongues of the first century. The speaking in tongues of today is generally what is deemed a "heavenly
language," which is not able to be understood without inspiration, and it is considered to be "prayer in the
Spirit, not linguistic expertise 4." We read the following in the Scriptures in Acts 2:6-11:

And when this sound occurred, the crowd came together, and were bewildered because each one of
them was hearing them speak in his own language. They were amazed and astonished, saying, "Why,
are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we each hear them in our own
language to which we were born? Parthians and Medes and Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia,
Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the districts of Libya
around Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs-- we hear them
in our own tongues speaking of the mighty deeds of God." 

We therefore see that the Apostles spoke in legitimate tongues (languages), understood clearly by those who
spoke it. The Jews of the various languages did not need special inspiration to understand the language that
the Apostles spoke, nor was it a "heavenly language."

It is interesting to note that when missionaries attempted to go to other countries, expecting the Holy Spirit
within them to speak in the tongues of the people, they were not able to do so 5. Instead, it is taught that
"speaking in tongues" today refers to the following statement by Paul in 1 Corinthians 14:13-15:

Therefore let one who speaks in a tongue pray that he may interpret. For if I pray in a tongue, my
spirit prays, but my mind is unfruitful. What is the outcome then? I will pray with the spirit and I will
pray with the mind also; I will sing with the spirit and I will sing with the mind also.
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Does this statement demonstrate that speaking in tongues is prayer? By no means! Paul is saying that if one
prays in a tongue, the spirit prays, but the mind is not fruitful! We can see his statement concerning this in
verse 16:

Otherwise if you bless in the spirit only, how will the one who fills the place of the ungifted say the
"Amen" at your giving of thanks, since he does not know what you are saying?

Therefore, we can see that Paul is advising to not pray in tongues; thus, it is evident that tongues are not
"heavenly language" that is "prayer to God" because its chief purpose, edification, was lost when none could
understand the meaning of the prayer.

Let us now examine whether or not there are Scriptures that teach that speaking in tongues is the "initial
evidence" of the baptism of the Holy Spirit. Do the Scriptures teach that the emphasis is on speaking in
tongues? Paul says the following in 1 Corinthians 14:1:

Pursue love, yet desire earnestly spiritual gifts, but especially that you may prophesy.

This truth is made evident in verses 2-5:

For one who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but to God; for no one understands, but in his
spirit he speaks mysteries. But one who prophesies speaks to men for edification and exhortation and
consolation. One who speaks in a tongue edifies himself; but one who prophesies edifies the church.
Now I wish that you all spoke in tongues, but even more that you would prophesy; and greater is one
who prophesies than one who speaks in tongues, unless he interprets, so that the church may receive
edifying.

Paul exhorts the Corinthians to recognize that speaking in tongues is not as edifying to the church as
prophecy is. Paul says in verse 2 that those who speak in foreign languages really speak to God alone; one
can imagine how much edification could be gained in the Greek-speaking church in Corinth if someone
began to speak in, say, the language of the Celts. If one prophesies, however, one would be able to build up
not only himself but also everyone around him, for all would be convinced of the power of God. Therefore,
the Scriptures teach that prophecy is preeminent amongst the gifts of the Holy Spirit, and speaking in tongues
comes next. This hierarchy is reversed in modern Pentecostal/Charismatic groups.

Finally, are the gifts of the Holy Spirit, speaking in tongues, prophecy, and knowledge, even for today? Can
anyone speak in tongues today moved by the Holy Spirit? We have evidence given to us in 1 Corinthians
13:8-10:

Love never fails; but if there are gifts of prophecy, they will be done away; if there are tongues, they
will cease; if there is knowledge, it will be done away. For we know in part and we prophesy in part;
but when the perfect comes, the partial will be done away.

The interpretation of this verse hinges on the "perfect." The exact Greek word in this text for "perfect" is
teleion, the neuter form of the noun teleios, meaning "perfect, complete." The verse could read, therefore,
in the following manner: "but when that which is complete comes, the partial will be done away." The
Pentecostals and Charismatics argue that the "perfect" refers to Christ and His Second Coming; the text,
however, does not support this conclusion. We have stated that the word teleion is in the neuter gender;
therefore, how can it refer to the masculine Christ? The best interpretation of this verse is to see that "the
perfect" refers to the New Testament, the mystery of Christ unfolded. This process ended between 70-100
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AD, depending on one's view of Revelation.

We can examine the historical records and see further demonstration that these gifts passed on by 100 AD.
We see this is especially true concerning "knowledge." The last book of the New Testament was written most
probably around 95 AD, and there has not been any individual since then who has brought forth further
revelation that agrees with the gospel of the Apostles. Since the end of the first century, Christians have used
the knowledge given to the Apostles and their immediate followers to guide their lives, and have not relied
on supposed further revelations. Therefore, it is very accurate to say that the gift of knowledge ceased in the
end of the first century.

It is interesting to note the following statement made by a Pentecostal:

AD 70: After the apostolic age, many small or local renewals or revivals occur, with scores of
isolated charismatic believers (often in monasteries) but no global renewal until the 20th century 6. 

This admission, that there was no "global renewal" until the modern day, demonstrates that the Pentecostals
admit that a change occurred after the end of the first century. It should also be stated that many of these
"small or local renewals or revivals" are either heretical sects (like the Montanists) or a re-interpretation of
the lives of some monks and nuns based on the current belief in the charismata (gifts). Therefore, it is
evident that there are only a very few isolated cases of individuals believing in the charismata between 100-
1900 AD, with even fewer after 450 AD. The only possible explanation that could be given by the
Pentecostals concerning this silent period is that which they give concerning Joel 2 and the supposed "latter
day dispensation of the Holy Spirit," which we have shown to be false. Therefore, it is evident from the
Scriptures and affirmed by the historical record that the gifts of prophecy, speaking in tongues, and
knowledge ceased by 100 AD.

Oneness Pentecostalism 

There is a group within the Pentecostal/Charismatic movement known as the "oneness Pentecostals," the
origins of which are discussed above. The "oneness" Pentecostals teach that the only valid baptism (the
immersion in water, not of the Holy Spirit) is in the name of Jesus alone, and that the "Trinitarian" baptism
(Father, Son, Holy Spirit) was forced upon the church by the Nicene Creed 7. They further believe that the
name Jesus was the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, since God is one and thus must have
one name, and that name in the new covenant is Jesus 8. They also believe that speaking in tongues is
essential for salvation 9. Is this what the Scriptures teach?

The Scriptures teach that Jesus is God, but they do not teach that the name of God is Jesus. We have evidence
of this in many places, including 1 Timothy 2:5-6:

For there is one God, and one mediator also between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave
Himself as a ransom for all, the testimony given at the proper time.

There is also the greeting often used by Paul to the churches, e.g. 1 Corinthians 1:3:

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

If the name of Jesus refers to the whole God, why does Paul differentiate the two often?

Paul is not alone in doing this; James does the same in James 1:1:
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James, a bond-servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes who are dispersed
abroad: greetings.

If Jesus were the name of God, would not "a bond-servant of God Jesus" be satisfactory? Yet they all use the
term "God" or "God the Father" along with the "Lord Jesus Christ." Therefore, it is evident that the idea of
the name of Jesus referring to the whole Godhead is inconsistent with the Scriptures.

Concerning baptism, we are given two Scriptures concerning the specific language of baptism, Matthew
28:18-20 and Acts 2:38:

And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been given to Me in heaven and
on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father
and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am
with you always, even to the end of the age."

Peter said to them, "Repent, and each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

It is argued by these "oneness" Pentecostals that Matthew 28:19 is a command, while Acts 2:38
demonstrates the command put into action. The language of the text, however, does not support this: Acts
2:38 is a command in no way different from the command in Matthew 28:19. We see in these two texts that
either baptism is valid, for both call upon the authority of God. There is no evidence from the Scriptures that
would show that either form of the baptismal formula ought to be bound.

Finally, do the Scriptures teach that speaking in tongues are required for salvation? We have already seen
above that Paul's directive to the church in Corinth was to prophecy above speaking in tongues; furthermore,
we have seen in 1 Corinthians 13 that the gift of speaking in tongues was to cease. There are no Scriptures
that show that speaking in tongues are required for salvation; in fact, there is no evidence from the Scriptures
themselves that anyone spoke in tongues beyond the Apostles, Cornelius et al, Paul, the Corinthians, and
some others. Therefore, it is evident that there is no evidence from the Scriptures that demonstrates that
speaking in tongues are required for salvation.

Word of Faith Movement 

The "Word of Faith" movement (WOF) is a "neo-Charismatic" movement that teaches that the validity of
one?s faith is demonstrated by one's material health and wealth 10. This movement is popularized today by
many of the televangelists, including Kenneth Copeland, Joyce Meyer, Benny Hinn, and a multitude of others
11. They also teach that we are like God, that God is like us, that Jesus had to go to Hell before He could be
saved, and that Satan is a god, and that even humans can be gods. Do the Scriptures agree with these
teachings?

As you study Eastern Orthodoxy: Theosis and Mormonism, II: Doctrine: Eternal Progression, that
man most assuredly cannot become a god. Concerning the relationship between God and man, we read
the following in Isaiah 55:8-9:

"For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways My ways," declares the Lord. "For as the
heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways and My thoughts than your
thoughts."
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Therefore, it is evident that there is a wide separation between God and us.

Did Jesus have to go to Hell in order to be saved? It is inaccurate to presume that Jesus descended into Hell
after His death, for we have the words of David in prophecy concerning Him in Psalms 16:10:

For you will not abandon my soul to Sheol; nor will you allow your Holy One to undergo decay.

Furthermore, did Jesus Himself need salvation? By no means, for God declared concerning Him the
following in Matthew 3:16-17:

After being baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens were
opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending as a dove and lighting on Him, and behold, a voice
out of the heavens said, "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased."

Therefore, it is evident that Jesus did not need salvation, for in Him God was "well-pleased."

Finally, there is the doctrine concerning material wealth and health and one's faith. The Scriptures make it
evident that our faith is not based in our material possessions, nor are we guaranteed material wealth because
of our faith. Let us read the witness of the Scriptures in Matthew 19:21-24, Philippians 4:11-12, and 1
Timothy 6:17-19:

Jesus said to him, "If you wish to be complete, go and sell your possessions and give to the poor, and
you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me."
But when the young man heard this statement, he went away grieving; for he was one who owned
much property.
And Jesus said to His disciples, "Truly I say to you, it is hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom
of heaven. Again I say to you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich
man to enter the kingdom of God." 

Not that I speak from want, for I have learned to be content in whatever circumstances I am. I know
how to get along with humble means, and I also know how to live in prosperity; in any and every
circumstance I have learned the secret of being filled and going hungry, both of having abundance
and suffering need.

Instruct those who are rich in this present world not to be conceited or to fix their hope on the
uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly supplies us with all things to enjoy. Instruct them to
do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share, storing up for themselves the
treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of that which is life indeed.

These verses do not speak about the wealth one will receive if he or she has faith but the opposite: with faith,
one learns to be content with what one is given, and should not be seeking for riches on Earth. The Scriptures
teach that those who are rich in material wealth are better served to give it to those more needy so that they
are able to store up spiritual wealth. We can see from the Scriptures, therefore, that the faith of Christians
is not measured by the size of wealth or the portion of health that they have.

Notes 

1: Vinson Synan, The Century of the Holy Spirit, p. 3
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6: Ibid, p. 416
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Lesson Eleven

Investigate the Church of Christ — By Danny Brown

I. You are invited .....

A. To Investigate Our Plea . .

1. The world must believe! Christians must "be one!" Every lover of God
should be an ardent foe of religious division. He should strive for unity
among followers of Christ on the basis of what the Bible teaches ... plea for
the church as it was before men corrupted its worship and doctrine ... plea for
men to speak where the Bible speaks and be silent where the Bible is silent
... plea for men to do Bible things in Bible ways ... practice New Testament
Christianity.

B. To Investigate The Terms Of Membership ...

1. The Gospel Of Jesus Christ is essential for it is the power of God unto
salvation. It contains three facts: Death - Burial - Resurrection of Jesus (1
Corinthians 15:1-4). These must be believed. It also contains three
commands: Repentance (Acts 17:30-31) - Confession (Romans 10:9-10) -
Baptism (Acts 2:38). These must be obeyed. It contains three promises:
Remission of sins (Acts 2:38) - Gift of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38) - Promise
of Eternal Life (1 John 2:25). Upon belief and obedience to the gospel we are
saved for the promises of God are sure. Those who are thus saved are added
by the Lord to His church (Acts 2:47). None join or are voted into the church
of Christ.

II. You are invited to uphold these principles with The church of Christ

A. The Bible Speaks:

1. "To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places
might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God, according to the
eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord"; (Ephesians
3:10-11).  

2. "And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build
my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it" (Matthew
16:18).

3. "Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave
himself for it; That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water
by the word, That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having
spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without
blemish" (Ephesians 5:25-27).
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4. "Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the
Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he
hath purchased with his own blood" (Acts 20:28).

5. "And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all
things to the church, which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in
all" (Ephesians 1:22-23).

6. "But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave
thyself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar
and ground of the truth." (1 Timothy 3:15).

7. "Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to
the church daily such as should be saved" (Acts 2:47).

8. "Salute one another with an holy kiss. The churches of Christ salute you"
(Romans 16:16).

9. "Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, would
without end" (Ephesians 3:21).

B. THE NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH

1. "But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an
answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you
with meekness and fear": -1 Peter 3:15.

2. With this scripture in mind we herein set forth the reasons why we are
members of the church of Christ and why it exists in this community. The
characteristics, you will note, are those of the church that you can read about
in your Bible. We are making every effort to build the church according to the
pattern revealed in the New Testament.

C. THE BIBLE THE ONLY RULE OF FAITH OR CREED

1. In the time of the apostles and for the first three centuries the Bible was the
only creed. 

a. The apostle Paul said in Philippians 3:16, "let us walk by the same
rule, let us mind the same thing." We know "that his divine power
hath granted unto us all things that pertain to life and godliness,
through the knowledge of him that called us by his own glory and
virtue" (2 Peter 1:3); that "Every scripture inspired of God is also
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for in-struction
which is in righteousness; that the man of God may be complete,
furnished completely unto every good work" (2 Timothy 3:16-17).

2. The following can be said of the Bible only: 
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a. "This old Book contains the mind of God, the state of man, the way
of salvation, the doom of sinners, and the happiness of believers. Its
doctrines are holy, its precepts are binding, its histories are ture, and
its decisions are immutable. Read it to be wise, believe in it to be
safe, and practice it to be holy. It contains light to direct you, food to
support you, and comfort to cheer you. It is the traveler's map, the
pilgrim's staff, the pilot's compass, the soldier's sword, and the
Christian's charter. Here paradise is restored, heaven opened, the
gates of hell disclosed. Christ is it's grand object, our good its design,
and the glory of God its end. It should fill the memory, rule the heart,
and guide the feet. Read it slowly, frequently, and prayerfully. It is a
mine of wealth, a paradise of glory and a river of pleasure. It is given
you in life, will be opened in judgment, and be remembered forever.
It involves the highest responsibility, will reward the greatest labor,
and will condemn all who trifle with its sacred con-tents." No man-
made creed can make this claim. 

b. How unnecessary such creeds are!

3. Human creeds cannot be defended. The following is from the works of
Benjamin Franklin: 

a. "First, any creed containing more than the Bible is objectionable,
because it does contain more than the Bible.

b. "Second, any creed containing less than the Bible is objectonable,
because it does contain less than the Bible.

c. "Third, any creed differing from the Bible is objectionable, because
it does differ from the Bible

d. "Fourth, any creed precisely like the Bible is useless, because we have
the Bible.”

e. "This covers the whole ground. There can be no other thought.” 

4. A creed must contain more than the Bible, less than the Bible, differ from it,
or be precisely like it. No man defends his creed on the ground that it
contains more than the Bible, less than the Bible, that it is different from the
Bible, or precisely like it. If a creed be not defended on some of these
grounds, on what ground can it be defended? 

5. Certainly on no ground conceivable to mortal man."

D. FOUNDED BY JESUS CHRIST

1. The church we read about in the New Testament was not founded by Adam,
Abraham, David, John the Baptist, Martin Luther, John Calvin, Henry VIII,
John Wesley, Joseph Smith Jr., Mary Baker Eddy or any other than Jesus
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Christ, the son of God. Jesus said, "And I say also unto thee, That thou art
Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall
not prevail against it" (Matthew 16:18).

a.  Jesus here promised he would found or build His church.

2. The promise He made did not fail. 

a. The inspired scripture says, "Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and
to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you
overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with
his own blood" (Acts 20:28). 

b. The church belongs to him by right of purchase. He bought and paid
for it with His own blood.

3. He is the only head over it. The Bible says that God hath, "put all things
under his feed, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church,
Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all" (Ephesians 1:22-
23). "And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the
firstborn from the dead; . . ." (Colossians 1:18). 

a. Thus He is its only lawgiver. "God, who at sundry times and in divers
manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, Hath in
these last days spoken unto us by his Son . . ." (Hebrews 1:1-2).
Jesus said, "All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth"
(Matthew 28:18). 

b. His followers are commanded, "And whatsoever ye do in word or
deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and
the Father by him" (Colossians 3:17).

E. FOUNDED IN JERUSALEM OVER 1900 YEARS AGO

1. The Bible declares the church of Christ to have been established over 1900
years ago on the first Pentecost following the resurrection of Christ. (The
events occuring on that day are recorded in Acts 2.) Although this is not
specifically stated, it is necessarily inferred in many ways. For in-stance:

a. Before the day of Pentecost all Bible references indicate that the
church's establish-ment and existence is yet in the future.

b. After the day of Pentecost all Bible references indicate that the church
has been established and is in existence.

c. Note the chart below indicating this truth:
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Establishment of the church/Kingdom
ISA. 2:2-4 ;  712 B.C. ; I Tim. 3:15

 ¾ LAST DAYS -- JERUSALEM

        MIC. 4:1,2 ; 606 B.C. ; I Tim 3:15

    ¾ LAST DAYS - JERUSALEM

              DAN. 2:44 ; 603 B.C.

       ¾ IN THE DAYS OF THESE

KINGS

                MATTHEW 3:1-2 ; 1 B.C.

        ¾ AT HAND

                     MARK 4:17 ; 32 A.D.

          ¾ AT HAND

                        MATTHEW 6:8-9 ; 31

A.D.

           ¾ TO COME

                          MATTHEW 16:18 ; 32

A.D.

            ¾ WILL BUILD

                             LUKE 10:9-10 ; 32

A.D.

              ¾ COME NIGH

                                MARK 9:1 ; 32

A.D.

               ¾ SOME THEN LIVING

                                 MATTHEW 18:3

; 32 A.D.

                ¾ HAD NOT ENTERED

                                   MARK 15:43 ;

33 A.D.

                 ¾ WAITED FOR IT

                                      LUKE 22:18

; 33 A.D.

                   ¾ SHALL COME

                                        MARK

12:34 ; 33 A.D.

                    ¾ NOT FAR FROM        

  

33

A.D.

P

E

N

T

E

C

O

S

T

~

A

C

T

S

2

                

     IN  IT ; Rev. 1:9 ; 96 A.D.

                ¿ 

RECEIVED IT ; Heb. 12:28 ; 64 A.D.

      ¿

TRANSLATED INTO ; Col. 1:13-14 ; 64 A.D.

  ¿     

BEGINNING ; Acts 11:15 ; 59 A.D.

¿           

ADDED TO ; Acts 2:47 ; 33 A.D.

¿               

Chart Information By JAMES P. NEEDHAM

Prepared by John Cripps 1993   

2. The establishment of the church on the day of Pentecost is revealed by
Scripture in another way also:
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a. Jesus said that the kingdom (or church) would come with power
(Mark 9:1).

b. He also said that the power would come with the Holy Spirit (Acts
1:8).

c. The Holy Spirit came on the day of Pentecost bringing the power
(Acts 2:1-4).

d. The kingdom was to come with power and the power came on the day
of Pentecost; therefore, the kingdom (or church) began on Pentecost.

3. The day of Pentecost, of which we have reference, came fifty days after the
crucifixion of Jesus. Its importance can be seen in the momentous events that
transpired that day:

a. This day was the beginning of the New Covenant (Hebrews 8:8).

b. This day was the beginning of the work of the Apostles as
Ambassadors of Christ (2 Corinthians 5:20).

c. This day marks the beginning of the preaching of the gospel in its
perfection (Acts 2:14-36).

d. This day was the beginning of the reign of Christ on David's Throne
(Acts 2:20).

e. This day marks the first time anyone was baptized in the name of
Christ for the remission of sins (Acts 2:38-41).

f. This day was the beginning of the work of the Holy Spirit in
conversion to Christ through the word (John 16:7-13).

g. This day was the beginning of additions to the church of Christ (Acts
2:41, 47).

F. FOUNDED ON JESUS, THE CHRIST, THE SON OF GOD

1. The church of Christ is built upon the truth that Jesus is the Christ, the Son
of God. "He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? 

a. And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of
the, living God. And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art
thou, Simon Bar-jona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto
thee, but my Father which is in heaven. And I say also unto thee, That
thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the
gates of hell shall not prevail against it" (Matthew 16:15-18). 

b. Jesus did not affirm that he was building the church on Peter. Notice:
"thou (2nd person) art Peter, and upon this (3rd person) rock I (1st
person) will build my church." Jesus (1st person) was talking to Peter
(2nd person) about the thing, the rock (3rd person), the truth Peter had
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just confessed - that Jesus was the Christ, which was to be the
foundation of the church.

2. Other passages bear out this truth: 

a. "For other foundation can no man lay than that which is laid, which
is Jesus Christ" (1 Corinthians 3:11).

b. "Being built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ
Jesus Himself being the chief corner stone" (Ephesians 2:20). 

c. "Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a
precious corner-stone of sure foundation" (Isaiah 28:16). 

d. Jesus applied this prophecy to himself (Matthew 21:42) and Peter
applied it to Him (Acts 4:11). 

3. Jesus is the sure foundation of the church.

G. THE CHURCH IS THE SAVED

1. The Bible teaches that men are to hear the saving gospel of Christ and render
obedience to it. As a result of obedience the Lord adds the saved to the
church (Acts 2:47). 

a. When one is purchased by the blood of Christ, thus saved (Ephesians
1:7), he becomes a member of the church for the church is what
Christ purchased with his blood (Acts 20:28). 

b. Therefore the church is the saved, and one cannot be saved unless he
becomes a part of the saved.

c. We read in Ephesians 2:16, "And that he might reconcile both unto
God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby." First,
men are reconciled unto God. Second, this is accomplished by the
cross. Third, the place of reconcilation is the body, the church that
Jesus built (Ephesians 1:22-23).

d. Paul states in Ephesians 5:23, "For the husband is the head of the
wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the Saviour
of the body." Christ is the saviour. This passage affirms that Christ
saves the church. Thus to be saved each one must be in that which
Christ saves, the church.

H. NOT A DENOMINATION

1. The apostle Paul said in 1 Corinthians 1:10-13, 

a. "I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that
ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you;
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but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the
same judgment. For it hath been declared unto me of you, my
brethren, by them which are of the house of Chloe that there are
contentions among you. Now this I say, that every one of you saith,
I am of Paul; and I of Apollos; and I of Cephas; and I of Christ. IS
CHRIST DIVIDED?' Religious division is wrong.

2. Therefore, submitting to the appeal in 1 Corinthians 1:10-13, with a desire
to obey God, Christ, and the Bible, we seek not to form a denomination
or "division" in this or any neigh-borhood or community, but simply to
remain Christians only, members of the church to which coversion to
Christ "added" us (Acts 2:47). 

3. This is what Christ prayed for in John 17:20-21. "that they may all be
one."

I. ONE LORD - ONE FAITH - ONE BAPTISM

1. The inspired apostle said in Ephesians 4:5, "One Lord, one faith, one
baptism." 

a. The first century Christians did not have any more faiths than they
had Lords. 

b. They had no more baptisms than they had Lords. 

(1) The same word that is used in speaking of the Lord is also
used in speaking of the number of faiths or baptisms - just
one. 

2. It is evident they did not teach that one faith is just as good as another and
that it makes no difference what a man believes. 

a. Nor did they teach that one baptism is as good as another. 

b. They taught one Lord, one God, and one Holy Spirit. 

c. Likewise, man had need for only one body, one faith, and one
baptism. The world needs unity, not division.

J. CONGREGATIONAL ORGANIZATION

1. We desire to go back beyond all hierarchal systems of church government;
beyond all conferences, synods, conventions; beyond all majority, preacher,
or board's of directors rule; back to the simple organization we can read about
in the Bible.

2. Many times the term "church" is used in the Bible to apply to the universal
church; that is, all the saved as they constitute God's assembly separated from
the world. 
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a. The Bible speaks of no earthly organization for this assembly. Nor is
an organic tie between local congregations revealed in the Bible.

b. Each local church was separate and independent from every other
local church. There was no tyranny of one church over another. There
was no system of church government larger or smaller than the
congregation. 

c. All congregations had the same foundation (1 Corinthians 3:11),
worship (John 4:24), gospel to preach (Galatians 1:6-9), and were
amenable to the same law (1 Corinthians 4:17).

d. Each church was free and independent, under the teachings of Christ,
to govern itself, carry on its own work and worship, and manage its
own affairs.

3. "The wisdom of God is seen in such an arrangement for His churches. If one
becomes corrupted in doctrine or affected by evil practices, other
churches would not be so affected. If dissension arose in one, it would
not spread to the others; if one perished, the others would not be
dragged down. If a window is made of one large pane, a break injures
the entire pane; but if it be made of several panes, it is not so bad to
break one. The independence of the churches is a protection for each
one." -H. Leo Boles

4. The Bible teaches that elders are to be appointed in every church (Acts
14:23). At Miletus Paul called for the elders of the church (Acts 20:17). But
when he spoke to them, he referred to them as bishops (American Standard
Version), overseers (King James Version) and warned them to feed or to
pastor the flock. (Acts 20:28). Thus these terms, elders, bishops, overseers,
and pastors apply to the same group of men.  

a. In each passage that refers to the elders, bishops, pastors, and
overseers in the church there is always a plurality mentioned (Acts
20:17, 28; 14:23; Philippians 1:1; Titus 1:5). Nowhere in the
Scriptures is there authority for one man's being appointed over
several local churches. Nor is there any authority for a one man rule
within the local church, preacher or otherwise. The only example of
one man rule is condemned by the apostle John (3 John).

b. It is the duty of elders to: 

(1) take heed to themselves (Acts 20:28), 

(2) Be guided by the word of God (Acts 20:32), 

(3) Be ensamples to the flock (1 Peter 5:3), 

(4) Take the oversight (1 Peter 5:2), 

(5) Take heed to the flock (Acts 20:28),
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(6) Rule well (1 Timothy 5:17), 

(7) Feed the flock (Acts 20:28), 

(8) Watch for grievous wolves (Acts 20:29, 30), 

(9) Stop the mouths of vain talkers (Titus 1:11), 

(10) Admonish the church (1 Thessalonians 5:12), 

(11) Support the weak (Acts 20:35), and 

(12) Watch for the souls of the church (Hebrews 13:17).

c. It is the responsibility of the church to: 

(1) Know the elders (1 Thessalonians 5:12), 

(2) Esteem the elders highly in love (1 Thessalonians 5:13),

(3) Be submissive to the elders (Hebrews 13:17), 

(4) Obey the elders (Hebrews 13:17), 

(5) Receive not an accusation against an elder except before two
or three witnesses (1 Timothy 5:19), and 

(6) Remember and imitate the elders (Hebrews 13:7).

5. The local church is not fully organized until men are appointed to the office
of deacon (1 Timothy 5:13). 

a. However, those appointed must be fully qualified (1 Timothy 3:8-
12). They are to be helpers or servants of the church under the
oversight of and in assistance to the elders.

6. The organization of the local church is simple - elders, deacons, members
(Philippians 1:1) - yet the divine plan is greatly abused. Every at-tempt to
improve this plan has resulted in apostasy.

K. ACCEPTABLE WORSHIP

1. The worship engaged in is very simple, plain, and sincere. It is not engaged
in as entertainment. We are not trying to please ourselves, we are trying to
please God whom we worship in Spirit and Truth. Jesus said in John 4:24,
"God is a spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in
truth." In spirit - with the proper attitude of heart. In truth - according to the
word of God (John 17:17). The authorized acts of worship are as follows:

a. Teaching - "And they continued steadfastly in the apostles
doctrine...... (Acts 2:42). They were not commissioned to teach
politics, community spirit, patriotism, etc. They were to preach the
gospel (Mark 16:15) without additions or subtractions (Revelation
22:18,19) and without change (Galatians 1:6-9). The gospel is
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sufficient to accomplish the mission of the church (Romans 1:16).

b. Prayer - To the church in Rome: "Continuing steadfastly in prayer"
(Romans 12:12). To the church at Corinth: "Give yourselves unto
prayer" (1 Corinthians 7:5). To the saints at Ephesus: "With all
prayer and supplication praying at all seasons in the spirit. . . ."
(Ephesians 6:18). To the church in Philippi: "In everything by prayer
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known
unto God" (Philippians 4:6).

c. Lord's Supper - "That the Lord Jesus the same night in which he
was betrayed took bread: And when he had given thanks, he brake it,
and said, Take, eat: this is my body, which is broken for you: this do
in remembrance of me. After the same manner also he took the cup,
when he had supped, saying, This cup is the new testament in my
blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me" (1
Corinthians 11:23-25). "And upon the first day of the week, when
the disciples came together to break bread, Paul preached unto them
. . ." (Acts 20:7).

(1) Children of God are to partake of the Lord's supper on the
first day of each week. The ap-proved example shows the
disciples partaking on the first day of the week (Acts 20:7).
Every week has a first day, thus those following this example
commune on the first day of every week. Also, Christians are
to commune as often as they give for the time of each is
authorized by the same language:

(2) Communion-"upon the first day of the week" (Acts 20:7).

d. Giving-"Upon the first day of the week" (1 Corinthians 16:1-2).

(1) If one is the authority for a collection being taken every
Sunday, why is not the other authority to partake of the Lord's
Supper every Sunday?

e. Singing - "Speaking one to another in psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs, singing and making melody with your hearts to the Lord"
(Ephesians 5:19). "Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; in all
wisdom teaching and ad-monishing one another with psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts unto
God" (Colossians 3:16).

(1) Every passage in the New Testament which authorizes music
in worship specifies singing. Not one passage authorizes
instrumental music in worship. The apostles were to teach all
things that Jesus had commanded them (Matthew 28:20).
They did not teach the use of instrumental music. Therefore
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instrumental music is not commanded by Jesus. Men are not
to go beyond the doctrine or teaching of Christ (1
Corinthians 4:6; 2 John 9). Jesus did not teach the use of
instrumental music; therefore, instrumental music is not to be
used in worship. If used, it must be by the commandment of
men. Jesus warned, "But in vain they do worship me, teaching
for doctrines the com-mandments of men" (Matthew 15:9).

(2) (Note: If you have brushed aside what has been said without
serious consideration let me challenge you to find Bible
authority for in-strumental music in worship. If you think it is
easy consult your concordance, Bible dictionary,
encyclopedia, commentaries, helps, etc., and find it. Be sure
it is Bible authority. Will you accept the challenge? Will you
urge your preacher to do so?)

f. Giving - "Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I gave
order to the churches of Galatia, so also do ye. Upon the first day of
the week let each one of you lay by him in store, as he may prosper,
that no collection be made when I come" (1 Corinthians 16:1-2).
"Every man ac-cording as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give;
not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver" (2
Corinthians 9:7).

(1) Though a tenth may be a good place to begin in considering
how much to give, there is no passage in the New Testament
that approves of the practice of tithing. To bind the Old
Testament law of tithing upon men today is to cause men to
fall from grace (Galatians 5:4).

2. No one can possibly know what will please God in worship except as God
himself has revealed it.

L. THE CHURCH AT WORK

1. The local congregation organized, worshipping and working after God's
pattern is the means through which God's manifold wisdom is made known
(Ephesians 3:10). The work of the church consists of evangelism,
benevolence, and edification.

a. Evangelism - The work of the church first, last, and at all times is
that of evangelism 

(1) It is impossible to have gospel fruits without first sowing the
seed of the kingdom (Matthew 13:3-8; 18-23). 

(2) There can be no faith apart from hearing the word (Romans
10:17). 
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(3) Men cannot be drawn to God apart from being taught of Him
(John 6:44, 45). 

(4) The gospel of Christ is the power of God unto Salvation
(Romans 1:16). 

(5) The word of God is the begetting power in the process of the
New Birth (1 Peter 1:23). Therefore, without the word, there
can be no salvation.

(6) The church is God's missionary organization. She is to be the
"pillar and ground of the truth" (1 Timothy 3:15). The church
in Thessalonica was commended for a "sounding forth the
word of the Lord." The church at Antioch sent Paul and
Barnabas into Asia Minor. Later Paul, Silas and others went
into Europe preaching the gospel. The church, without other
agencies, was so successful in disseminating the gospel that
in just a few years Paul could write, "The gospel which ye
have heard, and which was preached to every creature which
is under heaven" (Colossians 1:23).

(7) The churches in the first century were in-dependent, yet they
did cooperate in evangelism. Paul wrote, "I robbed other
churches, taking wages of them, to do you service" (2
Corinthians 11:8). Churches cooperated, each sending
directly to the preacher being supported.

b. Benevolence - As in evangelism the local congregation is God's
organization to do the benevolence He has assigned to it. God limited
the benevolent work of the church to the care of needy saints. 

(1) Each congregation provided for those who had need among
their own number (Acts 2:44, 45; 4:32-35; 6:1-7). 

(2) One congregation (Antioch) sent to the relief of many
(brethren which dewlt in Judea) when they were destitute
(Acts 11:27-30). 

(3) Many congregations (the churches of Galatia, Macedonia, and
Achaia) sent relief to one church (the church in Jerusalem)
when that congregation had more needy saints than it could
care for out of its own resources (Romans 15:25, 26; 2
Corinthians 8 and 9).

c. Edification - "Unto the edifying of itself in love" (Ephesians 4:16).

(1) "For the perfecting of the saints" (Ephesians 4:12). The word
edify means "to build up, strengthen, more firmly establish,
instruct, improve." This work of establishing Christians more
firmly in the truth is certainly the work of the church. 
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2. When a congregation of God's people builds up or supports some other
organization to do the work God assigned to the local congregation it
becomes guilty of the following: 

a. Avoiding its God given obligation, 

b. Delegating, without divine sanction, its own responsibility, 

c. Substituting man's way for God's way, 

d. Reflecting on the wisdom of God, 

e. Denying the sufficiency of His organization. Every attempt on the
part of man to improve God's system has resulted in tragic failure.

M. No Christian desires that any fall and be lost, yet it can happen. Paul said in Gal.
5:4,"Whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace." We find
a warning in Heb. 3:12, "Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart
of unbelief, in departing from the living God."

1. Jesus said in John 15:2, "Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh
away." And, of course, we cannot say that every person who falls by the
wayside was never saved to begin with; we can't say that he was never in
Christ to start with, because Jesus makes it very plain and very evident that
the person was in him. He says, "Every branch in me." That little phrase, "in
me," destroys the idea that if one falls by the wayside he never was saved to
begin with. And in verse six Christ says, "If a man abide not in me, he is cast
forth as a branch, and is withered; and men gather them, and cast them into
the fire, and they are burned."

a. So we are not surprised to find the Bible teaching that Christians must
be faithful to the end, that they must persevere to the very last, in
order to be eternally saved in heaven. Hence, Jesus said, "But he that
endureth unto the end the same shall be saved." (Matthew 10:22).
And in Revelation 2:10 we find, "be thou faithful unto death, and I
will give thee a crown of life."

N.  

1. The Bible makes very plain the scriptural subjects of baptism. Jesus
commanded his disciples in Matthew 28:19, "Go ye therefore, and teach
all nations, baptizing them...... He also said in Mark 16:16, "He that
believeth and is baptized. . . . " The above passages are specific in
putting teaching, belief, and repentance before baptism. Therefore the
scriptural candidate for baptism must be a penitent believer in Jesus
Christ.

a. The Scriptures do not teach that one can be saved or blessed by
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water alone. 

(1) Now if a person with no teaching, no faith, and no repentance
is baptized and as a result is blessed or saved, is this not water
blessing or water salvation. There is no teaching, no faith and
no repentance - nothing but water. 

(2) Therefore, if a person is blessed by the act, he would be
blessed or saved by water alone. This is not the teaching of
the Scriptures. Instead, the Bible teaches that for one to be
blessed by the act of baptism it must be preceded by teaching,
by faith, and by repentance. Now I am sure that some of you
have heard that members of the church of Christ believe in
water salvation. I trust that I am making it clear that we do not
believe that. We teach that in order for baptism to be valid or
effective, it must be preceded by teaching, faith, and
repentance.

O. ACT OF BAPTISM

1. The following chart illustrates graphically why members of the church of
Christ practice immersion rather than sprinkling or pouring. The
characteristics of baptism demand an immersion.

P. PURPOSE OF BAPTISM

1. "He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved. . . . " (Mark 16:16).
Transpose the sentence "He shall be saved" - he who? "He that believeth

and is baptized." Thus baptism is essential to identifying the man who shall
be saved.
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a. "Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you
in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall
reveive the gift of the Holy Ghost." (Acts 2:38). Baptism and
repentance are for the same pur-pose. Men do not repent because they
are saved but to be saved. Thus men are to be baptized to be saved.

b. Jesus said, "I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto
the Father, but by me." (John 14:6). There is no salvation outside of
Christ. Yet the only Bible way to enter Christ is to be baptized into
Him. "For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put
on Christ." (Galatians 3:27). Baptism is essential to getting into
Christ where salvation is.

c. There is no salvation apart from contact with the blood of Christ.
(Ephesians 1:7; Revelation 1:5). Jesus shed his blood in his death.
(John 19:34). We are "baptized into his death." (Romans 6:3-4).
Therefore we contact his blood by which we are saved in baptism.

2. Baptism Stands Between The Alien Sinner And All The Blessings Listed
In The Right Hand Column

Q. CASES OF CONVERSION

1. It would be much more simple for the man who honestly desires the salvation
of his soul to return to the Bible plan rather than examine all the different
practices of today. If those in the first century were saved by God's plan then
in existence, men can also be saved by it today.
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a. The Pentecostians

(1) The second chapter of Acts represents the first sermon of the
Gospel Dispensation. Beginning in Acts 2:14 and continuing
through Acts 2:36 there is one theme - Jesus Christ the Son
of God. The conclusion and results of this sermon are as
follows: "Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly,
that God hath made that same Jesus, whom ye have crucified,
both Lord and Christ. Now when they heard this, they were
pricked in their hearts, and said unto Peter and to the rest of
the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do? Then Peter
said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in
the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall
receive the gift of the Holy Ghost...... Then they that gladly
received his word were baptized: and the same day there were
added unto them about three thousand souls." (Acts 2:36-
38,41).

(2) The plan of God began with the preaching of the gospel, after
which men believed in Christ, repented of their sins, and were
baptized for the remission of sins.

b. The Ethiopian Eunuch

(1) In the eighth chapter of Acts the conversion of the Ethiopian
Eunuch is revealed. As he was riding along reading Isaiah
fifty-three, he was met by Philip who "began at the same
scripture, and preached unto him Jesus." The results of this
preaching, "And as they went on their way, they came unto a
certain water: and the eunuch said, See, here is water: what
doeth hinder me to be baptized? And Philip said, If thou
believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered
and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. And he
commanded the chariot to stand still; and they went down into
the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him.
And when they were come up out of the water, the Spirit of
the Lord caught away Philip, and the eunuch saw him no
more: and he went on his way rejoicing." (Acts 8:36-39). 

(2) His conversion is identical with those which have preceded it.
Philip preached unto him Jesus, he believed that Jesus is the
Son of God, changed his will, confessed his faith in Christ,
and was baptized.

c. The Philippian Jailor

(1) The sixteenth chapter of Acts has an account of the
conversion of a Roman jailor in the city of Philippi. In prison
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under his safe keeping were Paul and Silas, who, at midnight,
were singing praises to God when an earthquake loosed every
one's bands. The jailor, awakened from sleep, "called for a
light and sprang in, and came trembling, and fell down
before Paul and Silas, And brought them out, and said,
Sirs, what must I do to be saved? And they said, Believe
on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy
house. And he took them the same hour of the night, and
washed their stripes; and was bap-tized, he and all his
straightway." (Acts 16:19-33).

(2) Notice: Those who heard believed on the Lord Jesus
Christ, turned away from the world, and were baptized
the same hour of the night (mid-night).

R. TRUE DOCTRINE ESSENTIAL

1. Man's salvation is predicated upon taking heed in a two-fold manner. Paul
wrote in 1 Timothy 4:16, "Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine;
continue in them: for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and them that
hear thee." 

2. It is evident that heed must be taken unto the teaching of the Christ as well
as unto our personal manner of living to be eternally saved. 

a. It is possible to serve God in vain. Jesus once said in Matthew 15:9,
"For in vain they do worship me. teaching for doctrines the
commandments of men." 

b. John also said in 2 John 9, "Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth
not in the doctrine of Christ hath not God. He that abideth in the
doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son.

S. A RESTORATION

1. There is nothing to be gained from tracing the history of any religious group
back through the years to its beginning. 

a. The only gain would be to prove an apostate body; because the true
church Jesus established on the day of Pentecost following his
resurrection apostatized and went astray. 

(1) Paul said in Acts 20:29, "For I know this, that after my
departing shall grevious wolves enter in among you, not
sparing the flock. Also of your own selves shall men arise,
speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them." 

(2) He also said in 2 Thessalonians 2:3, "Let no man deceive
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you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there
come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the
son of perdition."

2. So we are not interested in church succession, but in church identity. We are
interested in sowing the same seed, in order that we may have the same crop
and the same product. 

a. Jesus taught in Luke 8:11 that the word of the Lord is the seed of the
kingdom. If we plant the same seed, we will have the same church, or
kingdom, that existed back in the first century, because "whatsoever
a man soweth that shall he also reap." (Galatians 6:7).

(1) Everything produces after its own kind. If you plant corn, then
you will reap corn at the harvest. If you plant cotton, then you
will harvest cotton. Everything produces after its own kind. If
you plant the seed of the church - the word of God - and that
alone, without any additions or any substractions - you will
have the same church that Christ founded in the first century.

3. We are not seeking to reform any religious body. 

a. Nor attempting to establish a new or another church among churches.
We are seeking to restore - to rebuild that which received God's
approval in the first century. 

4. To build again the church with the same rule of faith and practice, the same
organization, the same worship, the same mission, and which urges upon men
the same conditions of salvation as the church you can read about in your
Bible.

5. "The Churches of Christ Salute You" - Romans 16:16

(Article Printed In THE PRECEPTOR -Vol. 21, No. 6 Aril 1972  - p. 167-175)
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Lesson Twelve

A STUDY OF SCRIPTURAL BAPTISM - by John Cripps

I. THE PURPOSE OF BAPTISM.

A. Many Christians know what to do to be saved and many Christians in fact are able
to quote verses such as Acts 2:38 and Mark 16:16 to the alien sinner as the authority
that we have to do the things we do concerning the remission of sins. 

1. However I believe that many Christians miss the importance of the actual
purpose of Baptism when they speak to the alien sinner.    

2. It is therefore my intention in this article to speak concerning some of the
things baptism cannot do for us as well as some things that Baptism does do
for us.

B. If baptism was a mere plunging of someone under the water and nothing more, then
it seems to me that our numbers should at least be growing by the thousands,
however as we study the all importance of the Command of Baptism, we can clearly
see why so many alien sinners are kept from the complete obedience to the
Scriptures. 

C. It is therefore a challenge that I put to you, IF SCRIPTURE CLEARLY
TEACHES BAPTISM AND THE PURPOSE THERE OF, WHY WAIT AND
CONTINUE TO DISOBEY THE FATHER IN HEAVEN?

1. I will also ask you to answer a question that Christ put to the Chief Priests of
His days; "From whence came the authority to baptize, from Heaven or from
men?" (Luke 20:4).

2. I must add here that IF the baptism we preach cannot be found in the
Scriptures and it can be shown that it was an innovation of men, then it is our
duty to wards God and fellow mankind to stop preaching error.

3. However IF it can be shown that the baptism we preach is Scriptural then it
is up to those who are found not to be practicing baptism, to mend there false
ways and to return to the God ordained method of salvation.

4. I feel that I need to make one point clear at this stage; "The church of Christ
does not believe that baptism is the only thing that is needed for salvation,
nor do we believe that all those who are baptized are unconditionally saved.
Revelation 2:10 clearly shows that after baptism a Christian is to life
faithfully even unto death.. 

5. The church of Christ neither proclaims nor believes that we have some
magical type of water in the baptistry.
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D. What we do believe and practice is that the only means of receiving salvation is by
the exact and complete obedience to the Word of God.   

1. It is therefore our plea, “BOOK, CHAPTER AND VERSE
EVERYTHING THAT THE SCRIPTURE TEACHES AND NOTHING
THE SCRIPTURES DO NOT TEACH  BACK TO THE BIBLE.”

II. Firstly let us look at some of the things that have been said concerning baptism and its
purpose.

A. Many of the "so-called" religions have done away with the act of baptism, and many
of these denominations have scorned the practice of baptism for the remission of sins
by those members who belong to the church of Christ.  

B. Many have said that there is no need for baptism, and that this is a doctrine that is
unique to the teachings of the church of Christ.   

1. I wish to take the time to state my position on both of these accusations,
"there is a great need for baptism and this is not a church of Christ doctrine,
but rather it is a doctrine of God!"   

2. We need to remember the Scripture that Paul write concerning bringing in
another Gospel; "But even we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you
any other gospel than that which we have preached unto you, let him be
accursed." (Galatians 1:8)

3. Paul did not leave this thought here, but rather in the very next verse stresses
the importance thereof; "As we have said before, so I say again now, if any
man is preaching to you a Gospel contrary to that which we preached to you
let him be accursed" (Galatians 1:9).

C. The we of this passage refers to those men who were inspired of the Holy Spirit to
write the things which pertain to all truth. 

1. It is no wonder that Paul in writing to a young evangelist emphasized the
need to recognize the Scripture as all sufficient and once and for all times
delivered; "For all Scripture is inspired of God and profitable for teaching, for
reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness;" (II Tim. 3:16);

2. "Beloved, while I was very diligent to write to you concerning our common
salvation, I found it necessary to write to you exhorting you to contend
earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints." (Jude
3).

D. Therefore it is essential that we look to those who are teaching us today and see
whether they are truly speaking as the "oracles of God" (I Peter 4:11) or are they
teaching the commands and doctrines of men.(Matt 15:8-9).   

1. The decision is up to you to accept what "God has said concerning the matter
of baptism" or  to accept and put your faith and trust in what "Man has said
concerning this matter of baptism for the remission of sins."
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2. We hope that you have a open and honest heart and that you are looking to
do the WILL OF GOD. 

E. Because of the confusion that now reigns around the act of baptism it is my aim now
to deal a little with what the scholars have said concerning the term "BAPTISM".

1. The word "Baptize" or "Baptism" is not a English word.   

a. It is a Greek word lifted out of the Greek text and has been inserted

into our English Bible.   

b. Other words are translated into English from the Greek text, that is to

say that the Greek words were transferred into understandable

equivalents in the English language.

2. However the word "Baptizo",(Greek form) was not translated, but rather it

was transliterated instead.   

a. This means that the translators did not give the word "Baptizo" the

equivalent English meaning, but rather what they did do was simply

spell out the Greek word into English alphabet.

b. The original word in Greek is -"Baptizo", which transliterated is

"Baptize" in the English language.   

3. However if the Greek term - "Baptizo" was translated into the English

equivalent it would be "to immerse", “Submerge” or “Dip”.   

F. Most religious people think that "Baptism" can be either immersion, pouring, or

sprinkling.  But there is a notable difference for each of these actions in the Greek

language.   

1. The word "baptizo" is translated -- to immerse, dip, or submerge; 

2. The word "cheo" -- translated means to pour; 

3. The word "luou" -- translated means to wash the body; 

4. The word "rantizo" -- translated means to sprinkle.

5. Therefore by these obvious differences in the Greek words, it is impossible

for the Greek word "Baptizo" to mean anything other than to be immersed,

dipped or submerged.

a. Take for example this simple example --- You ask you child to go to

the grocery store and pick you up some oranges, he goes and comes

back with peaches. Would you say that he obeyed your command?
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b. I would say that he obviously violated your command because

oranges will never mean peaches no matter how hard you try to make

it fit.   

c. Well the same is true concerning the Word of God, God has

commanded the act of immersion, dipping or submergence for the

forgiveness of sins and no matter how hard we try the Greek term

translated will always mean this.

G. Therefore if we want to be pleasing to God we will consider His Word and obey His

Word to the exact.

III. The question that so many times arises at this point in time is why then was the Greek

word "Baptizo" transliterated and not translated?

A. The answer to this question can be simply found in a brief study of the History of

religion.

1. For many centuries only immersion was practice, however sprinkling was

introduced into the religious world initially only as a convenience for the

terminally ill. Even with this small change there was great opposition in

most of the churches in 251 A.D.

2. By the year 1311 A.D. the Roman Catholic church authorized sprinkling or

pouring as a substitute for the act of Immersion.

3. When the church of England broke away from the Roman Catholic church in

the 16th. century, it also adopted the act of sprinkling, (1540 A.D.).

a. It was during this time that the version that has become known as the

KING JAMES VERSION, was authorized to be translated from the

Greek text into the Equivalent English text. However by this time,

(1611 A.D.) the majority of religious people were being sprinkled

instead of being immersed.

b. To have translated the Greek word "Baptizo" would have been

extremely embarrassing and offensive to the church and to the state,

seeing how the 'church' of 'England was the official state church'.

c. Thus the true meaning of the' Greek term "Baptizo" was obscured by

transliteration. 

B. However let us look at what some of the modern day scholars have said concerning

the original Greek term "Baptizo".
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1. Adam Clark - (Methodist) : '!Alluding to the 'immersion' practiced in the

case of adults, wherein the person appeared to be buried under the water, as

Christ was buried in the heart of the earth. His rising again the third day, and

their emerging from the water, was an emblem of the resurrection of the

body." --Commentary on Colossians 2:12 The New Testament of our

Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.' Vo ': 3. Abington press; Nashville,

1824 p. 523.

2. Conybeare and Howson - (Episcopalians) : "This passage (Rom. 6:4)',

cannot be understood unless it is borne in mind that the primitive baptism

was by immersion." -- Life and Epistles of St. Paul. Vol. 2. p. 169

-3. Mosheim - (Lutheran) ; "The sacrament of baptism was administered in this

century (the first? without the public assemblies, in places appointed and

prepared for that purpose, and was performed by immersion of the whole

body in the baptismal font." -- Mosheim's Church History, Vol. 1 p. 46

from Maclaine's Translation.

a. This material was taken` out of James Cope's tract on baptism. I

believe that these three examples will suffice for my intended

purpose, although many more such examples can be given.

4. These scholars in our modern day World recognize that the Greek word

"baptizo" in fact has been transliterated rather than translated, other wise the

rendering of the word "baptizo" in all Scriptures that have this Greek term

would be "immerse, dip, or submerge".

5. Let us now look at such a passage and use both the transliterated word and

the translated term to see if it makes any sense.

a. "He who has believed and has been baptized, (immersed, dipped or

submerged) shall be saved; but he who has disbelieved shall be

condemned." Mark 16:16.

IV. This brings me to my second point. One of the purposes of baptism is that the person

who has completed the command in every way I shall have eternal life and not eternal

condemnation.

A. It is important that we note for just a short minute that this verse does not teach "once

baptized” you are saved always."

1. There are many scriptures in the Word of God that show and teach that once

having taken on the name of Christ, one is able to still  fall from the Grace of
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God.

2. Another point to notice here is the fact that the salvation of one is dependent

upon the condition of having done all things that pertain to righteousness,and 

not upon no condition at all. 

3. Based upon this let-us look to see what some men have said concerning the

need of baptism.

a. On page 21, section 3, point # 5, from Joe T. Odle's ; A BAPTISTS

CHURCH MEMBER'S HANDBOOK. We read, "Baptism is not

necessary to salvation. There is not one passage in the Bible that

teaches Baptism necessary to salvation."

B. Surely this work by a well know Baptist preacher is proof positive of what Baptist's

really believe concerning the importance of Baptism in relation to Salvation.

1. However if we look at some of the purposes of baptism at this point and see

what it does do for us, we will be able to see whether these men and their

doctrines are true.

a. Galatians 3:27 says concerning baptism,"For all of you who were

baptized into Christ, have PUT ON CHRIST."

b. Acts 22:16 says concerning baptism, "And now why do you delay?

Arise and be baptized, and WASH AWAY YOUR SINS, calling on

His name."

c. Acts 2:38 says concerning baptism, "...,Repent and let each of you be

baptized in the name of Christ Jesus FOR THE REMISSION OF

SINS;..." 

d. Romans 6:17-18 says concerning baptism, "...made FREE FROM

SIN." 

e. Romans 6:3-4 says concerning baptism, "you BENEFIT FROM THE

DEATH OF JESUS CHRIST."

f. I Corinthians 12:13 says concerning baptism, "that you ENTER

THE BODY OF CHRIST."

2. The question we need to ask ourselves is, "Joe T..Odle said there was not one

passage that teaches Baptism necessary to salvation," then please pray tell me

how one 

a. PUTS ON CHRIST: 
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b. WASHES AWAY HIS SINS: 

c. HAS REMISSION OF SINS: 

d. IS MADE FREE FROM SIN: 

e. BENEFITS FROM THE DEATH OF CHRIST:

f. AND ENTERS THE BODY OF CHRIST without baptism?

C. Scripture clearly teaches that all these and more are part of the obedience to the act

of baptism. 

1. Without one there can be no other, it is essential that in order to receive all

the above one needs the waters of baptism.

2. If those men are correct in their analysis of baptism, then pray tell me why

there are so many things associated with baptism,-and-achieved by passing

thru the waters of baptism.

a. The question each and every one needs to ask themselves is, WHAT

IS MY CONDITION WITHOUT BAPTISM?

3. If all these things are achieved thru the waters of baptism and our salvation

is dependent upon our being baptized, then pray tell me again why are we

arguing with God?

a. Have we not learnt from the Pharisee Gamaliel, ".::,stay away from

these men and let them alone, for if this plan or action should be from

men, it will be overthrown them, but if it is from God, you will not be

able to overthrow them, or else you may even be found FIGHTING

AGAINST GOD." (Acts 7:38-39).

D. Some things that we are assured of that will not be accomplished by baptism are, 

1. Change the Heart as this is done by Faith; 

2. Change the life as this is done by Repentance - (Matt 21:28-29); 

3. Remove temptation as it is Man at fault here - (James 1:14); 

4. Assure us of Eternal life, as Paul, a man inspired by the Holy Spirit wrote

concerning his possibility to fall from Grace - (I Corinthians 9:27).
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V. Conclusion:

A. We need to realize that the Scriptures have spoken very clearly concerning the

purpose, method and importance of Baptism.

B. If we are to be well pleasing to God we are to have  "NO AUTHORITY BUT THE

BIBLE, HAVE NO NAME BUT THE NAME DIVINE, AND HAVE NO

DESIRE BUT TO FAITHFULLY DO HIS WILL IN ALL THINGS."
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APPENDIX - VARIOUS CHARTS FOR STUDY

CHART ONE: The Bible Contrast

Mark 16:16 Bible order: Believe..............Baptism.............Saved

Reverse order: Believe...........Saved...........Baptism

Acts 2:38 Bible order: Repent............Baptism.........Remission

Reverse order: Repent........Remission.........Baptism

I Pet. 3:21 Bible order:......................Baptism...................Saved

Reverse order:..................Saved.................Baptism

Acts 22:16 Bible order: Arise.........Baptism........Wash  away sins

Reverse order: Arise.....Wash away sins......Baptism

Col. 2:11-12 Bible order: Dead...............Baptism...............Raised

Reverse order: Dead............Raised.............Baptism

Rom. 6:3-4 Bible order: Dead...............Baptism.............New life

Reverse order: Dead............New  life............Baptism

Gal. 3:26-27 Bible order: Faith...........Baptism...........Put  on Christ

Reverse order: Faith.......Put on Christ.........Baptism
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Chart 2:   My Baptism Versus Bible Baptism

My Baptism Basis For Comparison Bible Baptism

WHO?

received the Word - Acts 2:41

believed preaching - Acts 8:12-13

penitent believers - Acts 2:38

heard Jesus preached - Acts 8:35

confessed faith - Acts 8:36-37

WHAT?

burial - Rom. 6:3-4

much water - John 3:23

going into water - Acts 8:38

coming out of water - Matt. 3:16

raised to new life - Rom. 6:4

WHEN?

daily - Acts 2:41,47

the same day - Acts 8:38

on the Sabbath - Acts 16:14-15

immediately - Acts 16:33

WHY?

saved - Mark 16:16

wash away sins - Acts 22:16

remission of sins - Acts 2:38

put on Christ - Gal. 3:26-27

pure conscience - I Pet. 3:21
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CHART THREE:

THE NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH

A DIVINE RELATIONSHIP

(Terms Which Clearify)

THE CHRIST: THE GROUP: INDIVIDUALS:

Head - Eph. l:22-23

King - I Tim. 6:15

The Christ - Matt. 16:18

Savior - Eph. 5:23

Shepherd - John 10:11

Builder - Heb. 2:3-6

Highpriest - Heb. 4:14

The Body - Eph. 4:4

Kingdom - Col. 1:13-14

In Christ - II Tim. 2:10

The Saved - Acts 2:47

Flock - Acts 20:28

House - I  Tim. 3:15

Priesthood - I Pet. 2:5

Members - I Cor. 12:27

Citizens - Eph. 2:19

Christians - Acts 11:26

Saints - I Cor. 1:2

Sheep - I Pet. 2:25

Stones - I Pet. 2:5

Priests - Rev. 1:5-6

Chart Four Does The Bible Teach That There Is Only One Church?

The Body Eph. 4:4; I Cor. 12:20 Relation to one another

The Church Eph. 1:22-23; Col. 1:18 Relation to the world

The Saved Acts 2:47; Eph. 5:23 Relation to the Savior

In Christ II Cor. 5:17; II Tim. 2:10 Relation to the Christ

Kingdom Col. 1:13-14; Acts 20:28 Relation to authority

House of God I Tim. 3:14-15; Eph. 2:19 Relation to the family

   God gave these designations to show what the church really is.  Many place no importance at all on the church

today. They do not understand its true nature.
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Chart Five: THE BOOK OF ACTS AND CASES OF CONVERSION.

God’s Plan To Save Man!!!

Those Converted PREACHING BELIEF, FAITH REPENTANCE CONFESSION BAPTISM SALVATION

Pentecost -

Acts 2:14-47

Hear words

2:14,22,29,40

Repent

2:38

Baptized

2:38,41

Rem. of sins

2:38,47

Samaria -

Acts 8:5-13

Preached

8:5-6,22

Believed

8:12

Baptized

8:12-13

Eunuch -

Acts 8:26-39

Preached

8:35

Believed

8:36-37

I believe

8:37

Baptized

8:38

Rejoiced

8:39

Saul - Acts 9:

3-19; 22:6-21

Heard

9:6; 22:12-16

Baptized

22:16

Sins Washed

22:16 

Cornelius - Acts

10:1-11:18

Hear words

10:33; 11:14

Baptized

10:48

Saved, Life

11:14,18

Lydia -

Acts 16:13-15

Heard 

16:14

Baptized

16:15

Jailer

Acts 16:25-34

Spoke the word

16:32

Believed

16:34

Baptized

16:33

Saved, Rejoiced

16:30,34

Corinthians - 

Acts 18:1-11

Hearing

18:4,8,11

Believed

18:8

Baptized

18:8

Other Scriptures
Rom. 10:17

John 6:44-45

Heb. 11:6

John 8:24

Luke 13:3

Acts 17:30-31

Rom. 10:9-10

Matt. 10:32-33

Gal. 3:26-27

I Pet. 3:20-21 

Mark 16:16

Heb. 5:8-9
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Chart Six:

Not Two Separate Institutions 

After All

The

Church

And

Kingdom

Have

The

Same

Marks

Of

Idenity

Identifying Marks Kingdom Church

Words Used Interchangably Heb. 12:22-28 Matt. l6:l8-l9

Beginning Date & Place Mark 9:1 Acts 2:47

Ruler of Inhabitants I Tim. 6: 15 Col. 1:18

Terms of Entrance John 3:5 I Cor. 12:13

Holding Membership Col. 1:13 Col. 1:2

Bought with Blood Col. 1:13-14 Acts 20:28

Memorial Supper Matt. 26:29 I Cor. ll:20-27

Glorious End I Cor. 15:24 Eph. 5:25-27

Chart Seven Why Study The Bible?

 1. To rightly divide the word of truth - II Tim. 2:15

 2. To establish and increase our faith - Rom. 10:17; John 20:30-31

 3. To discern between good and evil - Heb. 5:14

 4. To be wise - Psalm 19:7

 5. To teach others - I Pet. 3:15; II Tim. 2:2

 6. To obtain light and understanding - Psalm 119:130

 7. To be purified and sanctified - John 15:3; 17:17; Psalm19:7

 8. To more fully obey God - Rom. 12:2

 9. To be strengthened and encouraged - Acts 20:32; Rom. 15:4

10. To be saved eternally - II Tim. 3:15; James 1:21   
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Chart Eight: 
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Chart Nine:
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A Final Word:
In the compilation of these works it is important for us to note that NO MAN’S work takes the place of

the Written WORD OF GOD.   It is my desire that you earnestly study the doctrines of men in light of God’s

Revealed Word and draw your conclusions from an informed and earnest study of the Bible.   I appreciate the

brethren at the Newton church of Christ, for their commitment to truth and to living as lights in a darkened world. 

My wife, Kim, and my daughters, Danielle and Aubrey have been a strong support for me as I labor with the

Newton congregation.   Most of all it is my love for the TRUTH that drives me to seek out ways and methods of

helping others come to a greater knowledge of God’s Will.   If we stand in the shadow of the Cross - the message

will convict the hearts of good and honest men.

A Servant of Christ - Standing in the Shadow of the Cross

John Cripps
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