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 There are three areas of work, commissioned by 

God for the church.  
 The church is to preach the gospel to the lost 

in the world (evangelism), to engage in works 
of physical and material charity toward needy 
saints (benevolence), and to encourage and 
build up those of the household of faith 
(edification). 

 As with all things, we must let the scriptures 
define for us the work of edification, and the 
extent of that work, as authorized by God for the 
church.  

 The Bible is clear on this matter, and we can 
be sure of our standing before God by adhering 
to the Bible pattern in the work we do in 
building up the body of Christ. 
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 EDIFICATION - How the church is built up 
and Fortified. 

 First, the terms edification, edify and edifying are 
defined by Vine’s as denoting "(a) the act of 
building... this is used only figuratively in the N.T., in 
the sense of edification, the promotion of spiritual 
growth (lit., the things of building up)." (Vol. 2, page 
17-18).  
 In the context of spiritual gifts, Paul wrote, 
"...Whenever you come together, each of you has a 
psalm, has a teaching, has a tongue, has a 
revelation, has an interpretation. Let all things be 
done for edification" (1 Corinthians 14:26). 

 “Edify” =  to build up; to establish; to instruct and 
improve [Webster] 

 The N.T. discusses what edification is 1 Cor 
14:2-5, 12-19, 26 ; Eph 4:11-16 ; Rom 14:19–  
15:2 ; Heb 3:12-13 ; 10:24-25 
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"And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some 
prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and 

teachers, 12 for the equipping of the saints for the 
work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of 
Christ, 13 ……to the measure of the stature of the 
fullness of Christ; 14 that we should no longer be 
children, tossed to and fro and carried about with 

every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the 
cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, 15 but, 

speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things 
into Him who is the head; Christ; 16 from whom the 

whole body, joined and knit together by what every 
joint supplies, according to the effective working 
by which every part does its share, causes growth 

of the body for the edifying of itself in love" 

(Ephesians 4:11-16). 



• Some churches of Christ determined saints 
could be “edified” through secular 
educational institutions. 

• Colleges offering a broad-based curriculum 
as well as Biblical courses were viewed as a 
good way to “edify” & educate young people. 

• Statement from Harding University: 

– “The University serves a diverse, 
coeducational student body from across 
the United States and around the world, 
although the primary constituency for 
students and financial support is the 
fellowship of the churches of Christ.” 
• Source:   www.harding.edu  
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http://www.harding.edu/
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Church A 

Church B 

Church Z 

“Edified” 

“Edified” 

COLLEGE 

Lipscomb, Harding Abilene, etc. 
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Source:   www.sibi.cc 

Vision 
We are preparing men                         
and women to take the light of the 
gospel of Christ to every individual in 
our world today! 
Over 2,000 men and women have 
completed our main core training 
program, and over 1,300 of our 
graduated men now minister in local 
churches of Christ in the U.S.  
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Source:   www.sibi.cc 

Mission 
• Sunset International Bible                     
Institute has led the way in churches of Christ 
to produce well-equipped teachers, preachers, 
and missionaries to share the Gospel across 
America and around the world.   
• More than 3,000 Sunset-trained spokesmen 
have been sent out to proclaim Jesus Christ 
throughout the world.   
•Countless congregations of churches of Christ 
have been established and tens of thousands 
have become Christians through Sunset's 
influence.  
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Church A 

Church B 

Church Z 

Preacher 

PREACHING  SCHOOL 

Sunset School of Preaching 



• Some churches (both 
denominational & churches of 
Christ) offer social activities to 
“edify” members, attract new 
members. 

• “Fellowship Halls” and “Family 
Life Centers” now dominate the 
religious landscape. 

• The church has become the “Poor 
Man’s Country Club” 
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Church A 

or church of Christ) 

(Denominational 

Food 

Frolic 

Fun 

“Edified” 

1 Cor 11:22, 34 

Rom 14:17 



• A Simple Principal To Be Noted: 

–That which a person is 
converted WITH is what  a 
person is converted TO. 

–  What if we take away the hot 
dogs, hay rides, and ball 
teams?    

• Jn 6:15, 26-27, 66-68 – Did Christ 
have the same problem? 

• Where’s the “edified person?” 
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• John 6:15,26-27 

• 15 When Jesus therefore perceived that 
they would come and take him by force, to 
make him a king, he departed again into a 

mountain himself alone. 26 Jesus 
answered them and said, Verily, verily, I 
say unto you, Ye seek me, not because ye 
saw the miracles, but because ye did eat 
of the loaves, and were filled. 27 Labour 
not for the meat which perisheth, but for 

that meat which endureth unto 
everlasting life, which the Son of man 

shall give unto you: for him hath God the 
Father sealed.   
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• John 6:66-68 

• 66 From that time many of his 
disciples went back, and walked no 
more with him. 67 Then said Jesus 

unto the twelve,  Will ye also go 
away? 68 Then Simon Peter 

answered him, Lord, to whom shall 
we go? thou hast the words of 

eternal life.  

– The King James Version, (Cambridge: 
Cambridge) 1769. 
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• Though the concept of edification (or, 
building one another up), can have many 
facets, we need to understand what the 
apostles meant when they called 
Christians to edify one another.  

• In other words, terms such as church, 
fellowship, gospel, etc., were common 
terms that had special meanings for God's 
people.  

– Not all assemblies are the "church", not 
all sharing is Christian "fellowship", not 
all good news is the "Gospel", and 
likewise, not all building up is 
"Edification" as defined by God. 
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• It is interesting to note that the work of 
edification is inextricably linked to 
communication with God.  

– Whether it be by prayer, where we 
communicate with God; or through singing, 
preaching and teaching (apostle, prophet, 
evangelist, teacher), where God through His 
word communicates with us; scriptural 
edification is a spiritual matter, not a social 
one.  

• If you want to be "built up", you need to 
meet with those of like precious faith in 
worship to God, not on the softball 
diamond or the dining halls of some 
called fellowship hall. 
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• "And let us consider one another 
in order to stir up love and 

good works, not forsaking the 
assembling of ourselves 

together, as is the manner of 
some, but exhorting one 
another, and so much the 
more as you see the Day 
approaching" (Hebrews 

10:24-25). 
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• God Demands Growth 

– "But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ" (2 Pet. 3:18).  

– "Let no corrupt speech proceed out of your mouth, 
but such as is good for edifying as the need may 
be, that it may give grace to them that hear" (Eph. 
4:29).  

– "So then let us follow after things which make for 
peace, and things whereby we may edify one 
another" (Rom. 14:19).  

– "Let each one of us please his neighbor for that 
which is good, unto edifying" (Rom. 15:2).  

• These passages are sufficient to show that God is 
not pleased unless we are growing. In order to 
obey these scriptures, we must be edified (that is, 
built up, strengthened, instructed, more firmly 
established, improved). 
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• When proper growth is not experienced, a rebuke is 
in order.  

– In Heb. 5:11-14, the apostle Paul severely rebukes certain 

Hebrew brethren.  

• Sufficient time had elapsed since their conversion 
that they should have grown enough to be able to 
teach.  
– Instead, they yet needed someone to teach them the simplest 

things about the gospel.  

– They were old enough to be on the strong diet for full grown 
men, but they were not yet able to, bear it.  

– They were old enough in years that they ought to have been 
able to eat meat.  

– Yet milk was all they could bear.  

• God was not satisfied with their progress. If God was 
not pleased with the Hebrew Christian's lack of 
growth, is there any reason to think He will be any 
more favorably disposed. toward those among us 
whose spiritual growth has been negligible?  
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• Hebrews 5:11-14 

11 Of whom we have many things to say, and hard 
to be uttered, seeing ye are dull of hearing. 12 

For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye 
have need that one teach you again which be the 

first principles of the oracles of God; and are 
become such as have need of milk, and not of 

strong meat. 13 For every one that useth milk is 
unskilful in the word of righteousness: for he is a 
babe.  14 But strong meat belongeth to them that 
are of full age, even those who by reason of use 
have their senses exercised to discern both good 
and evil.   The King James Version, (Cambridge: 

Cambridge) 1769. 
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• Let us make note of some of the provisions that God 
has made for our edification. 

– We have responsibility to instruct one another. "And we 
exhort you, brethren, admonish the disorderly, encourage the 
fainthearted, support the weak, be longsuffering toward all" 
(1 Tim. 5:14).  

– "Wherefore exhort one another, and build each other up, even 
as also ye do" (1 Thess. 5: 11).  

– We are to teach and admonish one another in psalms, hymns, 
and spiritual songs (Col. 3:16; Eph. 5:19).  

– Each person has responsibility in this task. "But ye, beloved, 
building up yourselves on your most holy faith. . . " (Jude 20).  

– God therefore shouldered each of us with the burden of 
watching out for the other.  

– Each man also, is to be concerned about his own spiritual 
well-being. But God appointed as many other guardians of 
one's spiritual health as there are members of the body.  

– If all of us function as we should, we too will be built up        
in the most holy faith. 
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• Let us make note of some of the provisions that God 
has made for our edification. 

– The Lord makes us to increase.  

• "Now may our God and Father himself, and our 
Lord Jesus, direct our way unto you: and the Lord 
make you to increase and abound in love toward 
one another, and toward all men, even as we also 
do toward you; to the end that he may establish 
your hearts unblamable in holiness before our 
God and Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus 
with all his saints" (1 Thess. 3:11-13).  

– This passage declares that the Lord makes us to 
increase.  

– If edification is within the power of the Lord, that He 
has provided for it.  

– Certainly, an omniscient Lord could provide for our 
edification as well. 
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• Let us make note of some of the provisions that God has 
made for our edification. 

– Apostolic authority was given for our edification.  

• "For though I should glory somewhat abundantly 
concerning our authority (which the Lord gave for 
building, you up, and not casting you down), I 
shall not be put to shame" (2 Cor. 10:8). 

– One of the purposes of apostolic authority was 
edification.  

• Some 22 books of the New Testament are given 
for the special purpose of edification.  

• The other five books edify us incidentally, but they 
had more specifically the purpose of producing 
faith and giving the plan of salvation.  

• Peter says the "word" will enable one to "grow” 
thereby unto salvation" (I Pet. 2:1, 2).  
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– For all that which came by apostolic authority (i. e., the New 
Testament) was for our edification.  

– But the apostles with their authority were set in the church (1 Cor. 
12:28). 

• Consequently, the body (the church) is for our edification.  

– One thing required of the body is that it assemble.  

– These assemblies are to contain material of such a nature as to 
edify those present.  

• Paul says, "Let all things be done unto edifying" (I Cor. 14:26).  

• The song service is to "teach and admonish one another."  

• Properly partaking of the Lord's Supper is to prevent one from 
becoming weak and sickly. So it too is to build one up.  

• In these assemblies the Word is to be declared in such a way 
as to exhort and to build one up (Acts 2:42; Heb. 3:13; 10:25).  

• Furthermore, God appointed overseers of the congregation. 
Their work is to see that the flock is fed what it needs (Acts 
20:28). They "watch on behalf of your souls" (Heb. 13:17).  

– All of these provisions of the body are for the specific           
purpose of edifying those of us who comprise the church. 
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• Many may not now know the function of 
every organ of his body, but they can rest 
assured that it does have a function.  

• In like manner the spiritual body has no 
vestigial organs.  

– Paul says the body is "fitly framed and knit together 
through that which every joint supplieth." – Eph 
4:16. 

– Paul further comments on this point in Col. 2:19, 
"and not looking fast the Head, from whom all the 
body, being supplied and knit together through the 
joints and bands, increaseth with the increase of 
God.“ (ASV 1901)  

– Paul's argument in 1 Cor. 12:12-27 is that there are 
no members of which the body has no need. Each 
has his own specific function to discharge in the 
operation of the body. 
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• The body builds up itself, Paul here plainly declares - 
Eph 4:16.  

• This may sound paradoxical and unbelievable according 
to the wisdom of man, but according to the wisdom of 
God, it is exactly as He would have it to be.  

• How does the body build up itself?  “Through that 
which every joint supplieth."  

• So we state that the body of Christ is a self-edifying 
body.  

– What institution did God establish for the edification 
of the saints?  

– He established the body of Christ. As we declared 
when speaking of the sufficiency of the church in 
evangelism, so we can here repeat.  

– If God did not succeed in establishing an all-
sufficient church, He failed in His greatest work!  

– What Christian can believe that He so miserably 
failed? 
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• Paul commends the Thessalonians, stating 
that their faith to Godward had gone forth and 
was known throughout the world, so that they 
had become an example to all that believe (I 
Thess. 1:7, 8).  

• In 2 Thess. 1:3, he states that their faith had 
grown exceedingly.  

• He was confident that He who began a good 
work in the Philippians will perfect it until the 
day of the Lord Jesus (Phil. 1:6).  

– Every New Testament Christian who died with a 
well-founded hope of heaven testifies to the 
sufficiency of the church in edification.  

– For those who are not edified cannot have a 
well-founded hope of heaven.  
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• The church in the New Testament did not 
attempt to avoid its God-given responsibility in 
edification.  

– Neither can the church today avert this 
obligation.  

– It cannot delegate its duty to another 
congregation or to another institution.  

– It must edify itself!  

• It cannot discharge this duty by proxy.  

– This duty to edify itself embraces the 
preaching of the gospel to itself.  

• The world must be taught, and the church must 
be taught. The world needs the gospel preached 
to it, and the church needs the gospel preached 
to it (Romans 1:15). 
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• Romans 1:15 

 “So, as much as in me is, I 
am ready to preach the 

gospel to you that are at 
Rome also.”  

 

– The King James Version, (Cambridge: 
Cambridge) 1769. 
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