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 There have been many 

questions pertaining to the 

“WORK” of the church.  

What? 

Who? 

When? 

How? 



“What If It’s Not Found In 
The Scriptures” 

Matthew 15:13 

“But he answered and said, Every plant, which my 
heavenly Father hath not planted, shall be rooted 

up.”  
The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769. 

 



It is not a good work - II Tim. 3:16-17 

• “All scripture is given by inspiration of 

God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 

reproof, for correction, for instruction in 

righteousness: That the man of God 

may be perfect, throughly furnished 

unto all good works.”  

– The King James Version, (Cambridge: 

Cambridge) 1769. 

 Call (828) 327-9459 or - WHKY 



It does not pertain to life and 

godliness - II Pet. 1:3 

• “According as his divine power hath 

given unto us all things that pertain 

unto life and godliness, through the 

knowledge of him that hath called us to 

glory and virtue:”   

– The King James Version, (Cambridge: 

Cambridge) 1769. 

 Call (828) 327-9459 or - WHKY 



It causes one to not have God –  

II John 9 

“Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth 
not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not 
God. He that abideth in the doctrine of 
Christ, he hath both the Father and the 

Son.”  

• The King James Version, (Cambridge: 
Cambridge) 1769. 

 Call (828) 327-9459 or - WHKY 



It is not authorized by Christ –  

Col. 3:17 

• “And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, 

do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, 

giving thanks to God and the Father by 

him.”  

• The King James Version, (Cambridge: 

Cambridge) 1769. 

Call (828) 327-9459 or - WHKY 



It cannot be done by faith –  

II Cor. 5:7; Rom. 10:17; 14:23 

• “(For we walk by faith, not by sight:).” 

• “So then faith cometh by hearing, and 
hearing by the word of God.” 

• “And he that doubteth is damned if he eat, 
because he eateth not of faith: for 
whatsoever is not of faith is sin.”    

• The King James Version, (Cambridge: 
Cambridge) 1769. 

Call (828) 327-9459 or - WHKY 



It is going beyond what is written 

- I Cor. 4:6 

• “And these things, brethren, I have in a figure 
transferred to myself and to Apollos for your 

sakes; that ye might learn in us not to 
think of men above that which is written, 

that no one of you be puffed up for one 
against another.”  

 
– The King James Version, (Cambridge: 

Cambridge) 1769. 

Call (828) 327-9459 or - WHKY 



It is not as the oracles of God –  

I Pet. 4:11 

• “If any man speak, let him speak as the 
oracles of God; if any man minister, let him 
do it as of the ability which God giveth: that 
God in all things may be glorified through 

Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and 
dominion for ever and ever. Amen.”  

 
– The King James Version, (Cambridge: 

Cambridge) 1769. 

Call (828) 327-9459 or - WHKY 



It is not according to the pattern - 

Heb. 8:5 

• “Who serve unto the example and shadow of 
heavenly things, as Moses was admonished of 

God when he was about to make the 
tabernacle: for, See, saith he, that thou make 
all things according to the pattern shewed to 

thee in the mount.  

 
– The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 

1769. 

Call (828) 327-9459 or - WHKY 



It does not pertain to the seed of the 

kingdom –  

Luke 8:11; Matt. 13:18-19 

• “Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of 
God.“ 

• “Hear ye therefore the parable of the sower. When 
any one heareth the word of the kingdom, and 

understandeth it not, then cometh the wicked one, 
and catcheth away that which was sown in his heart. 

This is he which received seed by the way side.”  

 
– The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769. 

Call (828) 327-9459 or - WHKY 



It is not of righteousness –  

Rom. 1:16-17; 10:1-4 

• “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of 
God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and 

also to the Greek.  For therein is the righteousness of God 
revealed from faith to faith: as it is written,  The just shall live by 

faith.” 

 

• “Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that 
they might be saved.  For I bear them record that they have a zeal 
of God, but not according to knowledge.  For they being ignorant 
of God’s righteousness, and going about to establish their own 

righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the 
righteousness of God.  For Christ is the end of the law for 

righteousness to every one that believeth.” 

 
– The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769. 

Call (828) 327-9459 or - WHKY 



It is of "no such commandment" - 

Acts 15:24 

• Forasmuch as we have heard, that certain 

which went out from us have troubled you 

with words, subverting your souls, saying, Ye 

must be circumcised, and keep the law: to 

whom we gave no such commandment:  

 

– The King James Version, (Cambridge: 

Cambridge) 1769. 

Call (828) 327-9459 or - WHKY 



It is iniquity - Matt. 7:21-23 

• “Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall 
enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth 

the will of my Father which is in heaven.  Many will 
say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not 

prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast 
out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful 
works?  And then will I profess unto them,  I never 
knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.” 

•   
– The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769. 

 
Call (828) 327-9459 or - WHKY 



It is of men - Matt. 21:25; 15:9 

• “The baptism of John, whence was it? from heaven, 
or of men? And they reasoned with themselves, 
saying, If we shall say, From heaven; he will say 

unto us, Why did ye not then believe him? “ 

 

• “But in vain they do worship me, teaching for 
doctrines the commandments of men.“ 

 
– The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769. 

 
Call (828) 327-9459 or - WHKY 



It is not of truth- John 4:24 

• “God is a Spirit: and they that worship 

him must worship him in spirit and in 

truth.” 

• “Sanctify them through thy truth: thy 

word is truth.”  

– The King James Version, (Cambridge: 

Cambridge) 1769. 

 Call (828) 327-9459 or - WHKY 



It is another gospel - Gal. 1:6-9 

• “I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that 
called you into the grace of Christ unto another 

gospel: 7 Which is not another; but there be some that 
trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ. 
8 But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any 

other gospel unto you than that which we have 
preached unto you, let him be accursed. 9 As we said 
before, so say I now again, If any man preach any 

other gospel unto you than that ye have received, 
let him be accursed.”  

 
– The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769. 

Call (828) 327-9459 or - WHKY 



It is adding to the Word of God –  

Rev. 22:18-19; Deut. 4:2; Prov. 30:5-6 

• “For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the 
prophecy of this book, If any man shall add unto these 

things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in 
this book: 19 And if any man shall take away from the words 
of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out 
of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things 

which are written in this book.” 

• “Ye shall not add unto the word which I command you, 
neither shall ye diminish ought from it, that ye may keep the 
commandments of the LORD your God which I command you.” 

• “Every word of God is pure: he is a shield unto them that put 
their trust in him.  6 Add thou not unto his words, lest he 

reprove thee, and thou be found a liar.”  

– The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769. 
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Are we free to involve the church 

in whatever work we deem 

suitable? 

 Is there a distinction to be made 

between the church "universal" 

and the church "local“? 

The work of the church can be 

gleaned in some respects from 

what is revealed about it’s 

organization and worship  - 
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The Lord has equipped local 

churches to do the work that He 

has given them to do – 

 If more organization is needed to 

carry out a work than is found in 

the NT – then it should be 

obvious that such a work is NOT 

a work of the church – (whether 

establishing other institutions or 

reorganizing the local church) 
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"Any organization larger than the local 

church or smaller than the local church 

is an unscriptural organization through 

which to do the work of the church." The 

church has no right to do anything, as a  

church, that God has not commanded the church to 

do. Nor does a Christian have the right to do through 

another organization that which God has 

commanded the church, as such to do. For the same 

reason that there can be no outside organizations to 

vie with the church, there should be no outside 

auxiliaries of like nature to function in the same way 

from within. -  Foy E. Wallace Jr. 
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“We do many things for which we have 

no authority.” – Col 3:17; 2 John 9 

Details do not matter.” – Heb 8:5; Lev 

10:1,2; Num. 20:11;  

“We have to change with the times.” - 

Jude 3,4; Gal 1:6-9 

“If it is not directly forbidden then it must 

be o.k.” – Lev. 10:1,2; Num. 20:11; Prov 

30:6; Rev 22:18,19 

“What saith the Lord?” -  Jer 6:16; Col 

3:17; 1 Peter 4:11; 2 Cor 5:7 
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Self-Edification, i.e. to build 

up and strengthen itself (Acts 

20:28, 32; Col 2:6, 7). 

Evangelism - Preach the 

gospel to the lost (Mat 28:18-

20). 

Benevolence – Providing the 

needs of destitute Christians 

(Acts 6:1-4) 
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By the free will offerings of it’s members - 1 

Cor. 16:1,2 

Addressing our needs –  

Benevolence – 1 Cor 16:1,2; 2 Cor 8,9 

Preaching – 2 Cor 11:8,9; Phili 4:10-18 

Edification – Eph 4:11-16; 1 Thes 5:11 

Thought question: How much money is 

needed by a church that is doing little or 

no work??   
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• They sold their 

possessions. v. 1 

• While it remained, it 

was in their power. v. 4 

• When given, ownership 

changed. v.4  

Who’s Money Is It? Acts 

5:1-4 

The contribution is commanded by God, but the 

money belongs to the church.  

The money must be used to fulfill the obligations 

God has placed upon His church. 



8/18/2015 

26 

 Politically - Rom 13:1-7; 

1Peter 2:13-17 

 Family - Eph. 5:22-6:4; 1 

Tim. 5:8; 2 Thes. 3:10-12 

 Spiritually - 1 Peter 2:5; 2 

Cor. 6:17; Gal 6:7-9 

The Individual’s 

Responsibility: 

The church cannot alleviate your responsibility in 

any of these areas. Each individual is obligated to 

fulfill his or her individual responsibility.  
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 Eating. - have ye not 

houses? 1Cor 

11:22,33-34. 

 Discipline. - tell it to 

the church. Mat 

18:15-17.  

 Benevolence. - let not 

the church be 

charged. 1 Tim. 5:16 

The Distinction is seen in: 
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Individual Local church 

1. Method 

of raising 

By voluntary offering  

1 Cor. 16:1,2; 2 Cor. 

9:6,7 

By honest labor 

Eph. 4:28 

The individual 

Acts 5:4 

Local elders 

Titus 1:7 

3. Use 
Liberal Cont. - Pay 

Taxes - Provide Family 

- Maintain Good Works 

Edify Saints - Preach to 

Lost - Relieving Needy 

Saints 

2. Oversight 
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SINGULAR COLLECTIVE 

COWS HERD COW 

CHURCH 
__________???? – 

NEW TESTAMENT 

SAINTS/ 

CHRISTIANS 
SAINT/CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

CHURCHES 

PLURAL 

CHICKEN FLOCK CHICKENS 

DENOMINATION 
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The Comprehensive Nature of 

The New Testament Scriptures  

Understandable – Eph 3:3-5 

Sufficiently Instructs - 2 Tim 3:16,17 

Cannot Be Transgressed – 2 John 

9 

The totality of information revealed 

regarding any act of righteousness 

forms the pattern for that act – 2 

Tim 1:13; 3:16,17; 2 Pet 1:3; 

2 Tim. 1:13 

(NKJV)   

Hold fast the 

pattern of 

sound words 

which you have 

heard from me, 

in faith and love 

which are in 

Christ Jesus.  
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A local church caring for those of its 

own number - (Acts 4:32-37). 

A local church Caring for its own 

widows – (Acts 6:1-8; 1 Tim 5:3-16 ). 

The church in Antioch sent to the 

brethren in Judea – (Acts 11:27-30). 

The churches in Macedonia, Achaia, 

and Galatia sent to the church at 

Jerusalem – (1 Cor. 16:1-3; 2 Cor 

8:1-5; 9:1,2 ). 

2 Cor 8:4 
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1) Money was laid at the apostles 

feet – thus a common treasury. 

2) Distribution was made according 

to the need – and it was only 

among the believers. 

3) None of them lacked so the 

effort was successful under the 

organization provided. 
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1) There was a daily ministration – 

but some were being neglected. 

2) The church was instructed to 

“seek out seven men . . . . . .  to 

be appointed over this business; 

3) Those taken into the number [to 

be cared for by the church] had to 

meet certain conditions.  
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Those in need & Their widows 

“indeed”–  

Church 

Provides 

Place 

Provisions 

Personnel 

Church 

 

Benevolent 

Society 
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1) Each gave according to their ability 

2) For the purpose of relieving 

BRETHREN in Judea – (Jerusalem 

– Bethany – Joppa – Lydda – 

Emmaus) 

3) This THEY did, sending it by Paul 

and Barnabas,  

4) To the elders – (of each local church) 

– (Acts 14:23; 1 Peter 5:2) 
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Jerusalem 

Bethany 

Joppa 

Lydda 

Emmaus 

One Church May Send To Many 

Churches 

church 

in 

Antioch 

church in 

Antioch 
 

church in 

Jerusalem 



8/18/2015 

37 

1) The Jerusalem church had members 

in need of temporal things, which she 

was unable to supply 

2) Paul commanded these churches to 

send to Jerusalem that there be 

equality – (i.e. they all be relieved of 

being without necessities).  

3) The sending churches sent their gifts 

to the needy church. [12 to 14 years 

after Acts 11:27-30] 
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Many Churches Sending To One 

Church 

Thessalonica 

Philippi 

Berea 

Corinth 

Athens 

Lystra 

Derbe 

Iconium 

Thessalonica 

Philippi 

Berea 

Athens 

Lystra 

Derbe 

Iconium 
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All that believed – Acts 2:44,45 

Them that believed – Acts 4:32-35 

The disciples – Acts 6:1 

Relief unto the brethren – Acts 11:29 

Unto the saints – Rom. 15:25 

For the poor saints – Rom. 15:26 

Accepted of the saints – Rom. 15:31 

Collection for the saints - 1 Cor. 16:1 

Ministering to the saints – 2 Cor. 8:4 

Supplieth the need of the saints – 2 Cor. 9:1,12 

Relieve the widows indeed – 1 Tim 5:16 



8/18/2015 

40 

Biblical Pattern 
       Arrangement      -     Direct 

               Condition            -     From Ability to Need 

       Purpose                 -     Alleviate Need 

The 

church 

in 

Winter 

Park 

The 

church 

Here in 

Asuofua 

Gospel Preacher 

Needy Saints 

Phili 4:15-17; 2 Cor 11:8; Acts 11:27-30  
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James 1:27 (NKJV)   

    Pure and undefiled 

religion before God 

and the Father is this: 

to visit orphans and 

widows in their 

trouble, and to keep 

oneself unspotted 

from the world.  

[23]  For if anyone is a hearer  

[24] for he observes himself,  

[25] But he who looks . . .  this one 

will be blessed in what he does.  

[26] If anyone among you thinks he 

is religious, . . .  deceives his 

own heart, this one's religion is 

useless.  

[27] . . .  to keep oneself unspotted 

from the world.  

Answering Arguments used to advocate general benevolence 
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Answering Arguments used to advocate general benevolence 

                        (James 1:27 assigns Christians the obligation  

  of caring for “orphans and widows in their      

  trouble.” Brethren often want to shift their  

  responsibilities. Some take the care of these  

  helpless ones away from the individual and  

  burden the church with them. And then the 

church sends a pittance off to a distant institution where they 

are shipped. Brethren congratulate themselves on their 

benevolence, castigate those who personally care for widows 

and orphans as “anti-orphan,” and the helpless widows and 

orphans languish in institutionalized care.)  Keith Sharp 
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Does not Authorize Church hotels Heb. 13:2  "Entertain 

strangers" 

Does not Authorize Church 

clothing stores 

Mt.25:35,

36 

"Clothe the 

naked" 

Does not Authorize Church jails Mt.25:35,

36 

"Visit the 

prisoner" 

Does not Authorize Church 

hospitals 

Mt.25:35,

36 

"Visit the 

sick" 

Does not Authorize Church 

restaurants 

Mt.25:35,

36 

"Feed the 

hungry" 

Does not Authorize Church 

widowages 

James 

1:27 

"Visit the 

widows" 

Does not Authorize Church 

orphanages 

James 

1:27 

"Visit the 

fatherless" 

Does not Authorize Text Command 
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Galatians 6:10 

(NKJV)   

    Therefore, as we 

have opportunity, let 

us do good to all, 

especially to those 

who are of the 

household of faith.  

[1]  Brethren, if a man . . . you who 

are spiritual restore such a one . . 

. considering yourself  

[2] Bear one another's burdens,  

[3] For if anyone thinks himself to 

be something, when he is 

nothing, he deceives himself.  

[4] But let each one examine his own 

work, and then he will have 

rejoicing in himself alone,  

Answering Arguments used to advocate general benevolence 

Context: Galatians 6:1-9 
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Galatians 6:10 

(NKJV)   

    Therefore, as we 

have opportunity, let 

us do good to all, 

especially to those 

who are of the 

household of faith.  

[5] For each one shall bear his own 

load.  

[6] Let him who is taught the word 

share in all good things with him 

who teaches.  

[7] . . . whatever a man sows, that he 

will also reap.  

[9] And let us not grow weary while 

doing good, for in due season 

we shall reap if we do not lose 

heart.  

Answering Arguments used to advocate general benevolence 

Context: Galatians 6:1-9 
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Care - Food 

Clothing - Shelter 

The Work 

Benevolent 

Society 

Shifting Responsibility James 1:27 

Gal. 6:10 

Individual  

Local church 

Saints Elders 

Deacons 

Phili 1:1 
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2 Cor. 9:13 (NKJV) 

 while, through the proof 

of this ministry, they 

glorify God for the 

obedience of your 

confession to the gospel 

of Christ, and for your 

liberal sharing with them 

and all men, 

[8:4] . . . the gift and the fellowship 

of the ministering to the saints.  

[8:14] . . . Supply for their lack – 

may be equality 

[9:1] Now concerning the 

ministering to the saints,  

[9:12]  For the administration of this 

service not only supplies the 

needs of the saints, but also is 

abounding through many 

thanksgivings to God,  

Answering Arguments used to advocate general benevolence 

Context: 2 Cor 8 & 9 
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Answering Arguments used to advocate general benevolence 

Lenski, The Interpretation of I & II 

Corinthians 9:13, pp. 1185-1186 

“The saints are seen glorifying God ‘also 

for the single-mindedness of (your) 

fellowship with them and with all,’ i.e., 

for your spiritual fellowship of the 

Corinthians which extends not only to 

these saints, who are being helped at 

present, but to all God’s saints, whether 

they are helped or not.” 
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Answering Arguments used to advocate general benevolence 

Filson, The Interpreter’s Bible, Vol. 

10, p. 379 

“The closing words, ‘and toward all,’ 

may imply that a benefit to the Jerusalem 

saints serves the whole church, or that 

this specific gift will be matched by other 

acts of helpfulness to ‘all’ other 

Christians as opportunities arise.” 
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Answering Arguments used to advocate general benevolence 

Meyer, Commentary on II 

Corinthians, pp. 610-11 
“The second reason refers to the persons, 

namely, to them, the receivers themselves, and 

all Christians in general.” 

 

Lard’s Quarterly, Oct. 1864, p. 66 
“…speaking of the same thing in the thirteenth 

verse, as above, he styles it ‘their contribution 

for them’ (the poor saints in Jerusalem,) ‘and for 

all other poor saints.” 
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Answering Arguments used to advocate general benevolence 

Lang, Commentary on II Corinthians 

“The addition of eis pantes was probably 

intended to suggest that it was well 

known generally and possibly among 

Christians at Jerusalem, that the 

Corinthians were in the habit of 

sympathizing, in a practical way, and 

especially by a hospitable reception in 

their city, with Christians of every 

country.” 
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Fellowship Fellowship 

Answering Arguments used to advocate general benevolence 

Corinth 

“Them” 
Needy 

saints in 

Jerusalem 

“All” 
Saints 

in other 

places 

Glory for obedience 

Thanksgiving 

Prayers 

Glory for 

obedience 

Thanksgiving 

Prayers 

God 

$ $ 
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Answering Arguments used to advocate general benevolence 

“Let me tell you 

something brethren, the 

Bible teaches that 

benevolence, when 

rendered to non-saints, 

is an evangelistic 

vehicle.” 

Mac Deaver, 9/23/91 
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Answering Arguments used to advocate general benevolence 

Financial Seminars 

– 

Hospitals - 

Family Life Centers -  

Sports Teams 

- 

Entertainment – 

The door 

that brings 

benevolence 

into 

evangelism 

brings in 

many other 

things 



My Friend 
My friend I stand in judgment now, 

And feel that you’re to blame somehow. 
On earth I walked with you by day, 
And never did you point the way. 

You knew the Lord in truth and Glory, 
But never did you tell the story. 

My knowledge then was very dim; 
You could have led me safe to Him. 

Though we lived together here on earth, 
You never told me of the second birth. 
And now I stand this day condemned,  
Because you failed to mention Him. 

You taught me many things, that’s true; 
I called you my friend, and trusted you. 

But I learn now that it’s too late, 
And you could have kept me from this fate. 

We walked by day, and talked by night, 
And yet you showed me not the light. 

You let me live, and love, and die, 
You knew I’d never live on high. 
Yes I called you my friend in life, 

And trusted you through joy and strife. 
And yet, on coming to this dreadful end, 

I cannot, now, call you MY FRIEND.    
(Author Unknown) 
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 The distinction between the universal & local church  

 The church should do its own work within the 

organizational structure found in the NT. 

 The distinction between the church & individual 

 The need for authority – 

 Establishing the pattern –  

 The NT church engaged in helping to relieve needy 

saints in their time of need – 

 The work of the church in benevolence is limited - 


