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The Silence of The Scriptures: Is It Speaking to Us
Today? Part 2 - By Denny A. Diehl

They took it upon themselves to
get fire from some other source
which the Lord had said nothing
about. They had disobeyed God by
offering something that He had not
commanded them, even a little
thing like the fire for which to burn
incense.
Even though God had not

expressly forbade, any other source
of fire, Nadab and Abihu sinned
and God required their lives for it.
We will find the reason for God's
action farther down in the same
chapter in verse 10, "and so as to
make a distinction between the
holy and the profane, and between
the unclean and the clean." Nadab
and Abihu had substituted the
profane for the holy and the
unclean for the clean; they had
substituted that which was not,
commanded for that which was
commanded; in short and simple
words, they had not respected the
silence of God's Scriptures.
It will do us well to keep this

example fresh in our minds when
we get the urge to introduce or

substitute anything into the
worship service of our Lord God,
for "these things happened to them
as an example, and they were
written for our instruction" (I Cor.
10:11). For us to introduce or
substitute into the church of our
Lord any such thing that has not
been commanded by God to
worship Him, would he for us to
parallel our actions with Nadab and
Abihu. But let us hear what the
New Testament has to say on the
subject of worship to God.
Throughout the ministry of Jesus,

He repeatedly exposed the efforts
of the Pharisees and the scribes to
make the people walk in line with
their own commandments and
traditions instead of God's
commandments. "And He said to
them, 'Rightly did Isaiah prophesy
of you hypocrites, as it is written,
this people honors Me with their
lips but their heart is far away from
Me. But in vain do they worship
Me, teaching as doctrines the
precepts of men" (Mk. 7:6,7). By
teaching the precepts of men, they

had made void their worship unto
God. They were not adhering to the
silence of the Scriptures. Where
the Scriptures were silent, the
Pharisees and scribes had not felt
restrained in putting in their own
wants and desires. Jesus said that
this deemed their worship vain.
It is quite evident from the next

passage that not everyone who
believes himself to be a Christian
shall inherit sonship with Jesus
Christ and enter heaven in the last
day. "Not every one who says to
Me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the
kingdom of heaven; but he who
does the will of My Father, who is
in heaven. Many will say to Me on
that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not
prophesy in Your name, and in
Your name cast out demons, and in
Your name perform many
miracles. And then I will declare to
them, 'I never knew you; depart
from Me, you who practice
lawlessness (Matt. 7:21-23).
People who want to follow Christ
s h o u l d  g u a r d  a g a i n s t
self-deception. Sometimes there
are those who want something in
religion so bad that they overlook
what the Bible has to say on a
subject. They believe that it has to
be right because it makes them feel
good or because they want it so
much. How could this be wrong?
Jesus tells us of disciples who were
working in His name, but when it
came time for judgment day, Jesus

had to say to them that He never
knew them and that they were to
depart from His presence. Why?
Because they were workers of
lawlessness! The Greek word
translated 'lawlessness' is anomia.
Thayer renders the meaning of this
word as, "l. the condition of one
without law, either because
ignorant of it, or because violating
it. 2. contempt and violation of
law, iniquity, wickedness." So the
reason they were not given
admission into heaven was because
they acted without law, they were
not letting themselves be regulated
by the law. Jesus has given us His
law in the Scriptures. If we refuse
to let ourselves be limited by this
law, then we are the very same
people whom Jesus said were
going to be cast out of the kingdom
of heaven. "Since this is true, many
who claim to be his servants and
doing wonders in his name will be
driven from the presence of God
for doing what they imagine good
service to him. We can not be too
c a u t i o u s  i n  d o i n g  h i s
commandments and in rejecting
from his service everything not
commanded by him”. 2
We shall cite one more author of

the Holy Writ and then draw a
conclusion from the sources herein
presented. In his second epistle,
John exhorts his readers to walk in
truth. To walk in truth would be to
walk according to that which is in



the gospel of truth, nothing added
and nothing lacking. This can be
done because we have all the
words that God has chosen to give
us. We should not add to nor take
away from the word (Deut. 4:2),
so that we may walk according to
truth. The apostle John gave strict
warning to those who would not
limit themselves to the words
given to us by God. "Any one who
goes too far and does not abide in
the teaching of Christ, does not
have God; the one who abides in
the teaching, he has both the Father
and the Son" (2 Jn. 9). To walk,
according to truth would grant us
fellowship with both the Father
and the Son, but he that "goes
ahead" (RSV), "runs too far ahead"
(NEB), or "goes beyond" (REV)
that which was given us does not
abide in the teaching (the words
given to us by God), and therefore,
does not have fellowship with God.
From this Scripture, it is evident
that we must give heed to the
silence of the Scriptures to be
pleasing to God; for if we do not,
we do not have God.
In this paper, I have tried to show

that we must regard the Scriptures
as completely authoritative in
everything we do in the name of
Jesus. To be pleasing to God, we
must observe His commandments
and obey them; but we must be
careful to cast out, reject,
everything that is not to be found

in the Holy Scriptures when we are
trying to adhere to God's
commands. It is my sincere desire
that "whoever speaks, let him
speak, as it were, the utterances of
God ... so that in all things God
may be glorified through Jesus
Christ, to whom belongs the glory
and dominion forever and ever.
Amen" (1 Pet. 4: 11). Dear
brethren, allow God to be glorified
and not man; allow the Scriptures
to speak and man be silent. Moses
E. Lard has well stated his view of
anyone who would consent in any
way to not limit himself to the
doctrine of Christ, in that, "as a
people we have from the first and
continually to the present
proclaimed that the New
Testament and that alone is our
only full and perfect rule of faith
and practice. We have declared a
thousand times and more that
whatever it (the Bible) does not
teach we must not hold, and
whatever it does not sanction we
must not practice. He who ignores
or repudiates these principles ...
has by this become an apostate
from our ranks; and the sooner he
... goes out from amongst us the
better, yes, verily, the better for
us."3
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