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Meditation and Edification - "And on his law doth he meditate day
and night" Continued -- Psalm 1:2 - by BRYAN VINSON

 An Eternal Purpose
Associated with the purpose of

God is the term eternal, which is
descriptive, not in its origin but in
the extension, of duration. Man as
We object of this purpose, which is
eternal in its perfection, must be
capable of an eternal existence. In
other words, the purpose and its
object must be coexistent in
duration. "Eternal", a term
expressive of duration, not of state
and applied to God's purpose
concerning man, necessitates man's
being eternal. This purpose was
first expressed, so far as the record
reveals, in the form of a promise in
Gen. 3:15. The seed of the woman
was to bruise the serpent's head
Christ is this seed, and he
accomplished that which is here
promised in his triumphant and
glorious victory over death (Heb.
2:14; Col. 2:15). Since the purpose
is expressed in the promise
identified with Christ, we conclude
that the purpose is in Christ. This
accords with  Eph. 3:11:
"According to the eternal purpose

which he purposed in Christ Jesus
our Lord". The connection
introduces the church as the
institution to make known the
manifold wisdom of God
according to this eternal purpose;
hence, the church is in this
purpose. Anything, therefore, of
human devisings that is a substitute
for, or an auxiliary to, the church is
not according to the eternal
purpose of God. In the light of this
conclusion the propriety of the
language of our Lord is seen when
he says, "Every plant, which my
heavenly Father hath not planted,
shall be rooted up" (Matt. 15: 13).
Likewise, "Except the Lord build
the house, they labor in vain that
build it" (Psa. 127:1). Human
institutions and inventions, not
being according to the 'eternal
purpose of God in their intrusion
into the scheme of redemption,
must be contrary to said purpose.
Being (contrary to his purpose in
such presumptive intrusion, they
must be violative of his will and
antagonistic to his good pleasure;

therefore, to originate or support
and be identified with all such is
but to invite divine indignation.
Though reserving for future
elaboration attention is directed to
Romans 8:28-30: "And we know
that all things work together for
good to them that love God, to
them who are the called according
to his purpose. For whom he did
foreknow, he also did predestinate
to be conformed to the image of his
son, that might be the firstborn
among many brethren. Moreover
whom he did predestinate, them he
also called; and whom he called,
them he also justified; and whom
he justified, them he also
glorified." The called of this
passage are those who, having
been called, have responded to the
call. The call is issued by means
and in the form of the
gospel—"Whereunto he called you
by our gospel, to the obtaining of
the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ"
(2 Thess. 2:14). They were called
out of the power of darkness into
the kingdom of God's dear Son,
and by their response in obedience
to the conditions embraced in the
call their translation was effected.
Inasmuch as the church is "the
called out", the called is the
church. But they are called
"according to his purpose";
therefore those called, by any other
means than the gospel are not
called according to his purpose

and, consequently, are no part of
"the called". From the severity of
this conclusion I see no escape.
This purpose, or "prothesis", or
"setting before" embodied the
remedial system from its
conception to its consummation
with al l  the intervening
developments, instrumentalities
and effects. just as in the first
creation God saw the end from the
beginning—the creation of man in
his own image and ordered all
creation with this in view; even so
in the work of regeneration, or
re-creation, he clearly saw from the
formation of the purpose the
ultimate glorification. Note the
order: "did foreknow", "did
predestinate", "called", "justified",
"glorified"—all in the past tense.
He hath called us to glory and
virtue, through the knowledge of
Christ; and the knowledge of
Christ is revealed through the
gospel of Christ. Any dis-
arrangement, modification or
perversion of the gospel is a
subversion of the divine purpose.
All provisions within the scheme
of redemption as purposed by God
"work together for good to them
that love God". There are no
needless and inefficient elements
in the system. God is not to be
charged with profligacy on the one
hand, or incompetency and
inefficiency on the other. The
heart-thrilling, soul-searching,



awe-inspiring and faith enriching
observation of the apostle Paul on
the above passage is: "What shall
we say to these things? If God be
for us, who can be against us?"
Reflections on the sublime and
ef f i c ac i o u s  a r r a n ge m e n t s
conceived in the purpose of the
provident and benignant Father
above should promote and nurture
a spirit of veneration for, and
humility before, Him. — Author's
address: 5212 University Blvd;
Dallas 5, Texas. (NOTE: It will be
observed that the foregoing
discussion dissents from the
generally accepted view that the
purpose of God to redeem man was
formed anterior to man's creation.
While the author's reasoning
declares That such purposing
involves God's knowledge of man's
fall and is inexplicable in view of
God's repenting that he made man,
we can hardly agree that this
conclusion follows the Biblical
account. Could not God have
purposed the scheme of
redemption 'contingently? This
would have left man free and have
involved foreknowledge of the
alternatives man faces. See Eph.
1:4; 1 Cor. 2:7; 2 Tim. 1:9; Titus
1:2; Rev. 13:8. Brother Vinson
will be glad to consider views of
our readers on this interesting
point. — J.R.C.) Via - The
Preceptor Vol 1 Number 1
November 1951

Taking The World for Christ -
by BOND STOCKS

"Go ye therefore, and teach all
nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching
them to observe all things
whatsoever I have commanded
you: and i.e., I am with you alway,
even unto the end of the world.
Amen" (Matt. 28: 20)
One of the most hopeful signs on

the spiritual horizon today is the
emphasis that is being placed on
the "go" of the great commission.
The recognition of four truths will,
assist us in our battle to take the
world for Chris

The Power of Spiritual
Weapons

I.We must recognize the power of
the weapons that God has placed in
our hands. "For the weapons of our
warfare are not carnal, but mighty
through God to the pulling down of
strongholds; casting down
imaginations, and every high thing
that exalteth itself against the
knowledge of God and bringing
into captivity every thought to the
obedience of Christ" (2 Cor.
10:4,5). If only somehow
Christians could be brought to a
realization of their own
strength-the power of the strength
of God that works in them and -
through them - we would quit
talking about what we cannot do
and start doing what nobody

 believes we can do. God's power is today exactly where it always was-
in his word. The apostles spoke it verbally: we have it in written form,
and its power in the conversion of men is not diminished in its written
form.  "For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power
of God unto salvation, to the Jew first and also to the Greek." Romans
1:16. The gospel is God’s power to save. The word that needs emphasis
here is the word "power," which comes from the same Greek root from
which we get our word "dynamite." The gospel is God's dynamite- His
spiritual T.N.T., designed to blast sin out of the hearts of individuals.  The
power of the gospel was demonstrated the very first time it was preached.
The first explosion of this spiritual dynamite blasted sin out of the hearts
of three thousand individuals (Acts 2:41). A short time later another five
thousand yielded to its terrific impact. If you would be impressed with the
power of the gospel - the weapon with which we fight today-glance at the
record of its results as chronicled on the pages of the book of Acts: The
number of the disciples multiplied." (Acts 6:1) "Therefore, they that were
scattered abroad went everywhere preaching the word." (Acts 8:4); "And
when they found them not, they drew Jason and certain brethren unto the
rulers of the city, crying, these that have turned the world upside down are
come hither also." (Acts 17:6). The gospel of Jesus Christ turned the
world upside down in the days of the apostles. It can and will do the same
thing today if we will preach it. Instead, we sit back and say that the task
is too great. We should be ashamed of ourselves. The apostles and the
comparatively small number of disciples of the first century preached the
gospel to the whole world in the space of a few years, and here we sit
with more than a million New Testament Christians, and some do not
believe that we can take the gospel to all the world. The gospel of Christ
is just as powerful today as it was then. If preached today as it was then,
it will bring the same results. *** (Continued In Next Weeks Bulletin)
***


