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"That They All May Be One" - By  JAMES R. COPE
". . . that they all may be one; as thou,

Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they
also may be one in us; that the world
believe thou hast sent me." — (Jno.
17:20, 21). These are the words of Jesus
as he lifted his voice in prayer to the
Father on the night of his betrayal. In
the shadow of the crops and conscious
that the redemption of the world has
within that terrible tragedy, he prayed
not only for the apostles who should
reveal his message of salvation and life
"but for them also which shall believe
on me through their word; that they all
may be one; as thou, Father, art in me,
and I in thee, that they also may be one
in us: that the world may believe that
thou hast sent me" (Jno. 17:21 21).

Them Who Believe On Me
When Jesus prayed for "them which

shall believe on me" he was revealing
himself as the object of the sinner's faith
and the means of the sinner's salvation.
Earlier he had said to the hard-hearted
Jews, "If ye believe not that I am he, ye
shall die in your sins" (Jno.. 8:24),
clearly indicating that whatever may
have been involved in the "I am he",
was the difference between salvation
and damnation. That which was and is
involved in the, expression "I am he" is
set forth by the apostle John when he
says, "But these (signs) are written, that
ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ,

the Son of God; and that believing ye
might have life through His name"
(Jno. 20: 31). Faith in Jesus as the
Christ the Son of God, is that which the
sinner must possess to have life through
his name". "Life through his name". or
by his Authority,, cannot be had without
believing that "Jesus is the Christ, the
Son of God." The evidences that Jesus
is divine, that he is God's Son, are
revealed in the Bible, and he who
rejects these evidences cannot be saved
for "he believeth not the record that God
gave of his Son" (I Jno. 5:10).
From John's statement we conclude

that one may believe Jesus is God's Son
and yet not "have life through his name"
for it is possible to accept the evidence
of his divinity and reject his authority.
In fact, many Jews did this, for "among
the chief rulers also many believed on
him: but because of the Pharisees they
did not confess him, lest they should be
put out of the synagogue: for they loved
the praise of men more than the praise
of God" (Jno. 12:42, 43). And Jesus
said, "Whosoever shall deny me before
men, him will I also deny before my
Father which is in heaven" (Matt.
10:33). It is as much within human
power to accept the evidences of the
Deity of Jesus and refuse his authority
as it is to accept both and later throw off
his authority. "Life through his name",

then, involves obedience to him as well
as faith in his person. In the absence of
obedience there can be no life, but there
can be no obedience to the person of
Christ without the word of Christ;
hence, said Jesus to those Jews which
believed on him, "If ye continue in my
word, then are ye my disciples indeed"
(Jno. 8:31) and "If a man love me, he
will keep my words: and my Father will
love him, and we will come unto him,
and make our abode with him" (Jno.
14:23). Therefore, only as the believer
in the divinity of Jesus keeps or
continues in the words of Christ, does
he truly respect the authority of Christ,
and this is the way that "Christ may
dwell in your hearts by faith"
(Eph.3:17).

Through, Their Word
When the Lord prayed "for them also

which shall believe on me through their
word", he was stating the only primary
means by which faith in him as God's
Son and the world's Savior could come
or continue. No belief in Jesus can be
gained without the word of the apostles.
Remove the word Christ committed to
the apostles to deliver to man and the
only reliable and, therefore, the only
saving testimony in the universe is
destroyed. Without the apostles we
would know nothing whatever about
Jesus of Nazareth. "For all things that I
have heard of my Father I have made
known unto you. Ye have not chosen
me, but I have chosen you, and ordained
you, that ye should go and bring forth
fruit" (Jno. 15:16), said Jesus to his
apostles, and Paul declared that God
"hath given to us (apostles) the ministry
of reconciliation". He says, "Now then,
we (apostles) are ambassadors for
Christ, as though God did beseech you

by us (apostles) we (apostles) pray you
in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to
God" (2 Cor. 5:18-20). Peter's
statement to Cornelius agrees: "Him
God raised up the third day, and showed
him openly; not to all the people, but
unto witnesses chosen before of God,
even to us (apostles) who did eat and
drink with him after he rose from the
dead. And he commanded us (apostles)
to preach unto the people, and to testify
that it is he which was ordained of God
to be the judge of quick and dead" (Acts
10:40-43). Paul declared that "by
revelation he made known unto me the
mystery which in other ages was not.
made known unto the sons of men, as it
is now revealed unto his.. holy apostles
and prophets by the, Spirit" (Eph.
3:3-5). Thus those chosen before by the
Lord became the receptacles—earthen
vessels (2 Cor. 4:7:)—in which the
word of God was deposited and through
whom his word was declared as "able
ministers of the new testament" (2 Cor.
3:6).  At the command of their Lord and
directed by the Holy Spirit who brought
all things Jesus taught them to their
remembrance (Jno. 14:26; 116: 13), the
apostles went forth to preach the gospel
to the world. Since they were not left to
their human faculties alone but were
infallibly guided in their speech and
writings by the Holy Spirit (1 Cor.
2:13), they all taught the same gospel
which resulted in the same faith and
practice in those who had respect for the
authority of Christ, the source of that
gospel. Without the apostles' doctrine
no believers were made. There is no
exception to this rule in the entire New
Testament on or after Pentecost.
Everywhere believers existed the
apostles' word preceded their faith in



point of time. Obviously, this means
that the Holy Spirit exercised. no
influence separate and apart from the
gospel in converting sinners. The word
of the apostles was first oral. With the
passing of time, however, divine
providence provided in written form
that which was first spoken along with
an historical record of the movements of
a number of the apostles and the
activities of believers under their
supervision. It is this provision which
makes possible the same faith and
practice today that existed while
apostles lived in the flesh. That which
the New Testament reveals is the word
of the apostles and Jesus prayed for
them who should believe on him
"through their word". It makes no
difference what else may be preached,
nothing can make believers in Christ
except "their word."

That They May Be One In Us
The design of the Lord's prayer for

believers in him is set forth in the
expression: "that they all may be one; as
thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee,
that they also may be one in us." This
oneness for which Jesus prayed was
realized in the early church for "all that
believed were together, and had all
things common; and sold their
possessions and goods, and parted them
to all men, as every man had need. And
they, continuing daily with one accord
in the temple, and breaking bread from
house to house, did eat their meat with
gladness and singleness of heart,
praising God, and having favor with all
the people" —(Acts 2: 44-46).  And the
multitude of them believed were of one
heart and of one soul" (Acts 4:32). That
unity for which Jesus prayed is "in
us"—in the Father and in the son. It is

to be of that nature and harmony of
purpose that characterized the
relationship between the Father and the
Son—"as thou, Father, art in me, and. I
in thee." If one can understand how fire
can be in a poker and a poker in fire at
the same time, he can have some feeble
concept of how the Father can be in the
Son and the Son in the Father.
Likewise, if one can understand how the
word of Christ and of God can be in the
believer (Col. 3:16) and the believer
can continue in the word (Jno. 3:31;
Acts 2:42; Jno. 15:3; 2 Tim. 3:14, 15),
he can comprehend how Christ can be
in the believer and the believer in Christ
(Eph. 3:17). The parable of "The Vine
and the Branches" (Jno. 15:1-8)
explains fully the manner in which
Christ and his disciples abide in each
other. Notice further that Jesus located
the oneness for which he prayed. "That
they may be one in us", he said. "in us"
not "outside us", is the teaching. This
forever settles whether or not the Lord
is pleased with or accepts any form of
religious or spiritual union outside
himself and the Father. When talking
about union meetings among
denominations or a federation of
churches with different creeds, forms of
worship, and several practices, they are
discussing something and promoting
something completely foreign and
strange to that unity for which Jesus
prayed among his disciples. They do not
respect the apostles' word; they are not
one "in us" for they have not done what
the Lord teaches must be done to be
"in" the Father and "in" the Son. It is a
farce, pure and simple, for men to
profess and pretend to form a union
according to the prayer of Jesus and
ignore the very conditions the prayer

 stipulates for oneness. Where are believers to be "one"? Jesus answers, "In us"! If
not "one in us", then not "one" at all is the plain implication of the passage.
Regardless of where they went or to whom they spoke the apostles taught the same
conditions of pardon, the same acts of worship, and the same church in its
organization and work. Peter did not preach one gospel at Jerusalem and another at
Caesarea. Paul did not proclaim one message at Ephesus and something else at
Corinth. Neither did Paul contradict Peter nor did John contradict James. They all
taught the same gospel. With each and all of them it was "one body"—the church
of Christ, (Eph. 1.23) one Spirit, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, and one God
(Eph. 4:3-6). They did not make Lutherans, Baptists, Presbyterians, Methodists,
Mormons, Roman or Greek Catholics. They preached the same gospel everywhere
and the result.; was believers in I Jesus Christ who were called "Christians" (Acts
11:26: 26:28; 1 Pet. 4:16) and who were admonished by the apostle Paul to "speak
the same things," to have "no divisions" among them, and to "be of the same mind
and the same judgment" (I Cor. 1:10). Only by observing this instruction then could
believers be "one in us" even as believers now must follow the same direction to be
one in us. Believers must be "in us" in order for oneness to exist among them. But
believers are not "in us" and cannot abide "in us" unless and until they enter us," and
Matt. 28:19 tells how disciples are made—how believers get "into"' the Father and
the Son: "Go ye therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them into
the name of the Father. and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit." Rom. 6:3 says we
are "baptized into Jesus Christ" and Gal. 3:26, 21 declares "ye are all the children
of God by faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as have been baptized into
Christ have put on Christ." "Baptized into name of the Father and of the Son".
"baptized into Christ" is the apostles' word on how believers enter "us". This being
true, there is no oneness and can be no oneness apart from the "one baptism" (Eph.
4:5) which puts Christ "on" the believer and which puts the believer "in Christ." No
baptism equals no "in us"; no "in us" equals no "one in us"; therefore, no baptism
equals no "one in us". Persons who have never done what the apostles' "word"
teaches them to do to be "one in us", are outside "us"—the Father and the Son, God
and Christ—and therefore cannot possibly be united on the basis of "their word".

That the World May Believe
The result of oneness among believers through

the apostles' word is a believing world. The result
of disregard for unity upon "their word" is an
unbelieving world. Denominationalism—religious
division outside Christ—and sectarianism in the
Church of Christ—make, unbelievers while unity
among those who believe on Jesus through the.,
apostolic word convinces the world that. God sent
his Son into the world. Thus the fruit of unity
among believers is that the world believes "that
thou hast sent me". ---- Via The Preceptor Vol 1,
Number 1 November 1951


