
The Examiner     
Published by the Winter Park church of Christ                          

Meeting at: 2122 Market Street; Wilmington NC 28403                              

www.winterparkcocnc.com            

Vol. 6, No. 15 Edited by John Cripps July 22nd, 2018

The Decisions of Moses (Continued) - by Ron Halbrook
Midfield, Alabama

Patiently Endure In Face of Setbacks
By faith Moses decided to fulfill the

mission God had assigned him. Moses
by faith left Egypt, not knowing how
God would deliver Israel just as
Abraham hoped against hope for a
child (Rom. 4:18). Like Abraham,
Moses endured every discouragement,
obstacle, apparent failure, and
challenge in order to serve God and to
receive the promised blessing.
A major lesson in the book of

Hebrews is the necessity of patient
endurance or perseverance in serving
the Lord. We are to "hold the
beginning of our confidence steadfast
unto the end" (3:14), "hold fast our
profession" (4:14), "go on unto
perfection" (6:1), "through faith and
patience inherit the promise" (6:12),
"believe to the saving of the soul"
(10:39), and "run with patience the
race that is set before us" (12:1).
Moses left Egypt but not his faith,
"for he endured as seeing him who is
invisible" (11:27). He was steadfast,
strong, devoted, unremitting, and
constant in faith.
Besides bearing up under the king's

anger, he suffered the taunts of his
own weak and erring brethren (Ex.

3:13-14; Acts 7:25-29). This latter
trial he was to bear again and again
while leading Israel in the wilderness.
Moses' conduct under this pressure
gave rise to the following remark:
"Now the man Moses was very meek,
above all the men which were upon
the face of the earth" (Num. 12:3).
This is to say, the faith of Moses
i nc l ude d  ge n t l e n es s  unde r
provocation; by self-restraint, he put
strength under control. Moses and
Aaron broke down under the weight
of this trial upon one important
occasion and thereby forfeited the
right to enter Canaan (Num. 20:7-13).
Today, men of endurance in God's

service are desperately needed! To
serve God, we must go forward,
growing in the grace and knowledge
of Christ, never looking back. There
will be trials, troubles, sorrows, and
temptations, but we must keep on
keeping on. Obstacles will arise, but
we must overcome them by faith. The
world around us is trying to seduce us
away from spiritual interests with the
desire for more and more material
things. Some brethren are so deep in
business, social, recreational, or
political affairs that they have almost

no time for prayer, personal Bible
study, reading religious journals, soul
winning, Bible classes, gospel
meetings, or even the regular
appo i n t men t s  f o r  wor sh i p .
Indifference abounds and the love of
many is growing cold. We need to
make some hard decisions about our
priorities, put God first, give Him one
hundred percent, and run with
patience the race set before us.
Elders, deacons, Bible class teachers,

evangelists, and other Christians are
falling victim to immorality.
Endurance in moral purity is needed
so badly at this very hour! Some
brethren who have fought battles for
truth in the past are compromising the
principles they once defended. They
are apologizing to those in sinful error
for what God has wrought in
separating His people from the ranks
of digression (1 Cor. 11:19). Others
are retiring from the fight and
stepping to the sidelines, tiring of the
constant need to press forward in the
heat of battle. The Lord is looking for
those who will determine to be
steadfast and constant - "strong in the
Lord, and in the power of his might"
(Eph. 6:10).
As Moses was tried by the taunts of

his own weak and erring people, we
must resolve to endure murmuring,
complaining, carping criticism, and
backbiting among those who ought to
encourage, strengthen, and comfort
us. When this happens, it will not help
to lick our wounds in self-pity, to
trade boldness and plainness of
speech for timidity in hope of relief
from our critics. Jesus Himself

suffered at the hands of His own
people. But, he came to do the
Father's will and did not stop until it
was done' Jesus was consumed with
zeal for God's house and for God's
work Qn. 2:7; 4:32). Let us pray for
the meekness of Moses and of Jesus
Himself, "who did no sin, neither was
,guile found in his mouth: who, when
he was reviled, reviled not again;
when he suffered, he threatened not;
but committed himself to him that
judgeth righteously" (1 Pet. 2:21-23).
If we can enjoy the encouragement

of brethren we respect and love as we
go forward, thank God for it. If we
must suffer instead their taunts, let us
count it all joy to suffer with Christ
and go forward anyway! If we
stumble like Moses under the
provocation of taunting brethren, let
us pray for pardon, pray for our weak
brethren, and pray for strength to
press forward yet again.
Look To The Lord and The Reward
The decisions of Moses were made

by faith. Moses "had respect," or
literally, "was looking way," unto the
recompense of the reward. He
fastened his eyes upon the promised
blessing in making each decision. He
"endured, as seeing him who is
invisible." His gaze was fastened not
upon fallible men or earthly obstacles,
but upon God Himself. That is the
secret to making decisions by faith.
We must, like Moses, turn our eyes

away from other things and fix them
upon the Lord. Who will make the
decisions and sacrifices which help to
raise up a Moses? Who, today, will
suffer for the right rather than to



enjoy the pleasures of sin? Who will
patiently endure in the face of
setbacks? Who will keep God's
appointments? Who will go forward
by faith, taking the way of escape
when the enemy of our soul pursues?
The decision is mine! And yours! ----
Via  Guardian of Truth XXVII: 17,
pp. 513, 536-538 September 1, 1983 

God's Will Regarding Unity -
by  Bill Cavender, Murfreesboro, Tn 

I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord,
beseech you that ye walk worthy of
the vocation wherewith ye are called,
with all lowliness and meekness, with
longsuffering, forbearing one another
in love; endeavoring to keep the unity
of the Spirit in the bond of peace
(Eph. 4:1-3).
Each member of the body of Christ,

the church (Col. 1:18,24), is plainly
taught by our Lord to make a definite
effort to keep the unity of the Spirit
(the unity which the Spirit produces
among believers) in the bond of
peace. "Be of the same mind one
toward another. Mind not high things,
but condescend to men of low estate.
Be not wise in your own conceits.
Recompense to no man evil for evil.
Provide things honest in the sight of
all men. If it be possible, as much as
lieth in you, live peaceably with all
men" . . . "Let us therefore follow
after the things which make for peace,
and things wherewith one may edify
another" (Rom. 12:16-18; 14:19).
The sincere, diligent practice of these
Scriptures, the expressed will of our
Heavenly Father, would well
eliminate false teachings, opinionism,
strifes and divisions among us, and

bring us into obedience to Jesus, our
Master. Many are not making such
sincere efforts.
The will of God, the doctrine of

Jesus Christ, revealed in the New
Testament, is plain, sensible,
reasonable and understandable (Jn.
7:14-18; Matt. 7:21 -23,28,29). The
gospel of Christ is revealed in such
words, phrases and sentences that,
when preached and taught,
honest-hearted men and women can
understand, faith can be created in
their hearts (Rom. 10:13-17), and
many will obey the truth (1 Cor.
2:8-13; 15:1-4; Acts 17:10-12; 18:8).
The apostles of Jesus went
everywhere preaching the word of
Truth and thousands of sinners
understood, believed and then obeyed
the word (Mk. 16:19-20; Acts
2:41,47; 4:4; 5:14; 6:7; 11:22-26;
Col. 1:23). It is false and unthinkable
that the God of heaven would teach us
that we must hear, believe and obey
his will to be saved here and
hereafter, then reveal such a will and
testament so obtuse, difficult,
mystical, technical and involved that
it takes a Philadelphia lawyer to
decipher it for the common, ordinary,
reasonable person who would
consider it. If one reads all the papers
and bulletins of our brethren, and
realizes all the debates, controversies,
disagreements and discussions going
on among "sound" brethren, he is
made to think that no one can
understand the word of God. It is
highly inconsistent and hypocritical
for us as a people, claiming to believe
the Scriptures, telling our friends and

 neighbors in the world about us how simple and understandable the word of God is, and
then belie those statements by our own controversies, foolish and divisive opinions, and
practices. If we ("conservative brethren") cannot understand simple, clear statements in
God's word on such subjects as the Deity and humanity of Jesus while he was in this
world in the form of a man; or his will regarding marriage, divorce and remarriage; or
the nature, function and purpose of the church of our Lord, and all other such relatively
simple subjects, who are we to be telling anybody, anything, about how simple and
understandable the word of God is? No wonder there is disunity and divisions among
brethren rather than peace, unity and goodwill. No wonder we are a laughing-stock to
sensible people outside and inside the body of Christ who are aware of our internal
feudings, factions and fightings. 

Everything our Father is, and has done and said, demonstrates his will regarding
oneness and unity. There is one God, one Godhead, comprised of three persons, a
Trinity in unity, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit (Acts 17:29; Rom. 1:20; Col.
2:9; Matt. 18-20; 3:13-17; 1 Cor. 8:4-6; Eph. 4:4-6). Our God created one universe,
one world, a triune creation of space, matter and time. The universe operates
harmoniously, without variation, all of its parts and purposes so arranged and
synchronized to function as a whole (Psa. 19:1-14; Rom. 1:20). Man, the offspring of
God, made in his image, is a triune being, composed of body, soul and spirit (Gen.
1:26-27; Acts 17:24-3 1; I Thess. 5:23; Heb. 4:12). All human beings are to love and
care for each other by God's will (Lk. 10:36-37; Matt. 22:34-40; Rom. 13:9; Gal.
6:9-10, etc.). Warfare, violence, murders, conflicts, hatreds, envies, jealousies, discords,
strifes and divisions exist among people in the world and in the church because humans
do not learn and practice God's will regarding proper standards of decorum, conduct and
behavior. There is a tremendous lack of true brotherly love, compassion, patience,
kindness and consideration among us and among peoples of the world. The "golden
rule" has been changed to the "iron rule," and "sounding brass and a thinkling cymbal"
are substituted for "speaking the same things" in far too many circumstances and
relationships (Matt. 7:12). *** Continued In Next Weeks Bulletin ****


