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Judgment Day, The Mercy of God, and One Sin of Ignorance
- by Dick Blackford Owensboro, Kentucky 

The Judgment 
"There's a great day coming ...

when the saints and the sinners shall
be parted right and left . . . . " The
most deadly serious " and solemn
thought that a man can contemplate is
that of the final day when this earthly
sojourn is over and he must give
account to the Great Judge of the
universe for the things he did or did
not do in this life (2 Cor. 5:10; Mt.
25). We must not speculate on this
subject for the fun of it, for the sake
of academic or mental exercise, or for
the sake of winning an argument.
None of those reasons are serious
enough. We are talking about the
most crucial moment that a man will
ever face.

Will There Be Mercy?
"There's a bright day coming ... but

its brightness shall only come to them
that love the Lord. . . " Over and over
we are told that love and obedience go
together (Jn.14:15,21; 15:14; 1
Jn.5:3; 2 Jn. 6; etc.). As others have
done, I too have voiced the sentiment
that I expect to need God's mercy on
the day of judgment. Most of us find
it easier to refrain from sins of
commission (overt forbidden acts)
than to avoid sins of omission leaving

undone things we should do, taking
advantage of all opportunities). All of
Christ's judgment parables were in
condemnation for sins of omission,
not commission.

That Jehovah is a God of mercy no
Bible student will deny (Ps. 136;
Eph. 2:4). However, some have
taught that there will be no mercy on
judgment day for we are living in the
time of God's mercy right now. It is
true that God is merciful to us daily,
sending sunshine, rain, and a host of
other blessings on the just and unjust
(Mt. 5:45). But it is not true that there
will be no mercy at the judgment.
"For judgment is without mercy to
him that hath showed no mercy:
mercy glorieth against judgment"(Jas.
2:13). The judgment scene of
Matthew 25 hinged on whether the
person had been merciful in life.
"Blessed are the merciful, for they
shall obtain mercy" (Mt. 5:7). The
kind of mercy we extend in life is not
one of doctrinal mercy (I am not
being merciful to a man when I tell
him he can be saved by faith only or
can continue to live in adultery).
Rather, it has to do with the kindness
I show to him as a person. Jesus,
James, and Paul gave examples of

what they meant (feeding the hungry,
hospitality to strangers, not being a
respecter of persons regarding the
poor, etc., see Mt. 18:21-35; 25:31-
46; Jas. 2:1-13; 2 Tim. 1:16-18).
These things distinguish whether we
are practicing genuine Christianity or
whether our religion is an academic
pursuit. However, watering down the
gospel to make it more palatable is
not an act of mercy.

God's Mercy And Man's Sins 
Let me hasten to say that if the Lord

decides to extend mercy to the
unbaptized or the person guilty of one
sin of ignorance, that will be fine with
me. I won't complain or argue; I will
rejoice. But in the meantime, what
must I teach on those subjects?

Whenever God wants us to make an
exception to any of His requirements,
He has told us what the exception is.
For example, we are to obey the laws
of the civil government (Rom. 13:11;
1 Pet. 2:13-15). However, He has
given us an exception. When there is
a conflict between the laws of men
and the law of God then "we must
obey God rather than men" (Acts
5:29). Another example: God's law
from the beginning is that marriage is
for life (Rom. 7:1-3). But Jesus gave
an exception (fornication) whereby
one may put away his mate (Mt.
19:9).

Does the Bible give any exceptions
to baptism for accountable people?
Does it teach that God's mercy will
cover sins of ignorance or
unconfessed sins? No, and we have no
right to teach otherwise though we
might long for God's pardon on our

loved ones who fall into these
categories. We must not put a
premium on ignorance (Acts 17:30).
To teach that God will overlook
ignorance encourages ignorance and
nullifies all exhortations to study,
learn, and grow. Exceptions have a
tendency to become the rule - with a
little help from their friends.
Sprinkling was introduced as
"baptism" when it was thought that a
man was too sick to be immersed. It
eventually became the rule for many
mainline denominations. Divorce has
almost become the rule of the day. If
God intends for His mercy to cover
any degree of ignorance, it was in His
wisdom not to tell us ahead of time,
lest we conclude that "ignorance is
bliss" or "what you don't know won't
hurt you."

On the other hand, while God has
told us some of the conditions of
mercy (Mt. 18:21-35; 25:31f; Jas.
2:13), he has not told us exactly how
it will be applied. No man on earth
knows how it will be applied or at
exactly what point He will place
limitations. This is a secret area over
which Christians should not speculate
(Duet. 29:29). "How unsearchable are
his judgments, and his ways past
finding out! For who hath known the
mind of the Lord? Or who hath been
his counselor? (Rom. 11:33,34).

Leave Judgment To God 
"There's a sad day coming ... when

the sinner shall hear his doom 'Depart,
I know ye not'. . . . " God hasn't asked
us to determine the judgment
beforehand. Our primary mission is to
teach the message. If there are



exceptions, teach them. If there are
none, omit them. Doing otherwise can
cause eternal consequences for the
very ones for which we desire
salvation. Likewise, let us not hem
God into a corner with no room to
change His mind. He is a just God.
His judgments will be tempered with
whatever mercy He thinks we
deserve. Only He can determine that.
Let us make haste and be busy
teaching the gospel. This is urgent, for
we each have only a limited amount
of time. 

Are you ready for that day to come?
---- Via - Guardian of Truth XXVIII:
8, pp. 227-228 April 19, 1984

What Will Happen on
Judgement Day? - by Ricky

Jenkins
"The deeds we do, the words we say,

into the still air they seem to fleet, we
count them ever past; but they shall last,
in the dread judgment they and we shall
meet" (John Keeble). On judgment day
the Lord shall descend from heaven (I
Thessalonians 4:16). The dead shall be
raised and the living changed (I
Corinthians 15:52; John 5:28,29). There
will be universal wailing (Revelation 1:7;
6:16,17). All nations shall be gathered
before the great Judge (Matthew 25:32).
No one will be exempt. Then He will
separate the sheep from the goats, wheat
from the chaff. The great Judge will
welcome the righteous home, and He will
condemn the wicked to everlasting
punishment (Matthew 25:34,41).
Judgment will be individual and
according to man's works (II Corinthians
5:10). We will stand alone. Judgment will
be complete, including: our thoughts and
our words (Matthew 12:36,37). We will
have no secrets or hidden skeletons as we

stand before the Judge (Revelation
20:12-14). Judgment will be final
(Matthew 25:41-46). There will be no
procrastination. Today is our second
chance; at judgment all opportunities will
hae ceased. I don't know about you but
just to consider these things is pretty
weighty and sure makes me want to do
better at serving God.

However, there may be some surprises
at judgment. Many will be surprised that
judgment is real. Judgment will not be a
dream. Today we may have a hard time
realizing the reality of judgment. We live
confidently that we have tomorrow. That
is a foolish mistake. In judgment there
will be no mistake about reality and
certainty. On that day many will scoff as
they did in Noah's day (II Peter 3:3).
However, all the scoffing will not
diminish the reality of judgment. The
scoffers did nto stop the flood. Imagine
how the scoffers felt as they gasped one
last time before drowning in the waters of
the flood. Do you think they realized that
judgment was real?

The time of judgment will surprise
some. Even though Enoch and Noah were
warning people about the judgment to
come, the masses did not listen. Today is
no different. Scoffers hear the plea of
judgment and they reason, "I was here
yesterday, I will be here tomorrow. Why
all the fuss?" Though God may appear to
be long in executing His judgment, do not
impose on His grace. The reason He waits
is so that all may have the opportunity to
come to repentance and avoid the
awfulness of disobedience (II Peter
3:10). People worry about the time of His
coming. If we know He is coming, when
makes no difference. Judgment will be
sudden to people who have not been
watching. Such is not the case with the
child of God. The child of God is always
preparing for the coming judgment.

The purpose of judgment will surprise many. Judgment will not be a trial.
Judgment will be the day of sentencing or vindication of God's justice.
Judgment will be a day of separating forever the righteous and unrighteous
(Matthew 25:32). Jesus will judge the world by righteousness (Acts 17:31). On
judgment day we will meet personal responsibility. It will be just me and the
judge. Parents, spouses, best friends will not be able to help us. We will face an
all seeing God. We will face Him with terror if we have not been pleasing to
Him. On that day ever knee will bow before Him (Philippians 2:9,10). God's
verdict will be right (Genesis 18:25). God's justice will be vindicated. Think
about it -- we are making the decision for the judge each day of our lives.
Judgment day will be a day of terror for some and a day of blessing for others
(II Thessalonians 1:6-9). The dividing line will be obedience or disobedience.
Judgment day will reveal a surprising standard. No religious creeds or
traditions, man's think so or feelings will judge us. Honesty, sincerity, or moral
excellence will not be the standard. The standard will be God's Word (John
12:48). We might argue with God's Word today, but there will be no arguing
in that day. The voice of the judge will be heard loud and clear. There will be
no mistaking His message. His Word will be flawless.

Most surprised of all will be religious people. On that day the "church of your
choice" will be no choice. "Better felt that told" religion will not stand on the
same footing as the truth. There will be no such thing as "one doctrine is as
good as another." All sporadic participants in religion will be in attendance.
There will be no vacations from judgment. All who pretend Christianity will be
surprised that it really does matter who we make our friends. Things such as
drugs, alcohol, gambling, dancing, fornication, adulterous marriages will all
make a difference. All who have taught error and given false hope will realize
truth does matter. How sad to pretend to be religious all of our lives only to hear
"Depart from Me, I never knew you" (Matthew 7:21-23). How tragic to think
oneself right with God only to come to judgment and suddenly realize we have
believed a lie (Matthew 15:13).

In view of what will happen on judgment will you be surprised? The
marvelous aspect of God's love is He has told about judgment. We can realize
judgment is real, sure, and know His purpose. He has revealed His standard. We
can be watchful for judgment. We do not need to face judgment fearfully (I
John 4:18). He has given us His grace so that we can avoid the awfulness of
judgment. God has done all He can do to help us. He does not want a single one
of us to perish in judgment (I Timothy 2:3,4). Do we want Him as bad as He
wants us? That will determine what will happen at judgment. ---- via Gospel
Power, Vol. 16, No. 7, Feb. 15, 2009.

WHEN IN ETERNITY - IT IS A LONG TIME TO
REALIZE THAT YOU WERE WRONG....


