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I am a Tired Christian - by William B. Wright -
Weirton, W. Va.

In 1966, Alan G. McIntosh wrote an
article entitled, "I Am a Tired
American." The sense of his article
was that he is sick and tired, "fed up
to here," with beatniks, longhaired
youths, loafers, and dictators who
seek by one means or another to
defame and destroy the United States
of America. I believe that Mr.
McIntosh spoke the feelings of many
of us in his splendid article. But there
is another sense in which I am tired --
I am a tired Christian!

I am a tired Christian - weary unto
death with those in the church who
never seem to grow up "unto a full-
grown man in the Lord," who seem to
think that the elders, the preacher, and
a few faithful members of the church
have nothing better to do than to think
up ways to entice them to attend the
services of the church. It is indeed
amazing that these same people, who
seem to think they are doing the
church a favor by attending the
services, never stop to ask who
encourages the elders, the preacher,
the deacons, and other good members
to be faithful. Where would the
church be if there were not some in
her ranks who do not need to be

enticed?
I am a tired Christian -- sickened by

those who argue that youth must be
entertained by the church, and as a
church function, lest we lose them.
What is so different about this age
that entertainment suddenly becomes
a means of making men and women
out of boys and girls instead of the
gospel of Christ, the power of God
unto salvation? What has happened to
the great virtue, responsibility? Why
not expect and demand that our
children grow up and be responsible,
rather than irresponsible?

I am a tired Christian -- one who
has lost all patience with the handling
of church affairs in a slipshod,
haphazard fashion, as though it were
a matter of little consequence whether
church business is transacted at all,
It’s important that personal work be
done. It is important that the building
be maintained. It is important that
decisions are made and carried out
respecting the Lord's church. Do
people think they can escape
punishment when they neglect the
affairs of the church which He has left
in our care and keeping?

I am a tired Christian -- one who is

angered by the self-righteous church
members who go about calling people
"antis" who teach the same message
today that all members of the church
taught twenty years ago. It is
shameful that men will go about
piously insisting that supporting a
human institution out of the church
treasury is a matter of expediency and
then do secretly everything possible
to destroy the influence of those who
oppose so doing.

I am a tired Christian -- filled right
up to here with the nonsense that we
can sweep under the rug issues that
are dividing churches throughout the
land, and the issues will go away, or
will not come here. Those who think
that way are in the position of trying
to ride the back of the tiger and will
end up inside. I read sometime ago
that many modern doctors of
medicine would not recognize
smallpox because immunization
eradicated this scourge many years
ago. Since most physicians have
never seen a case of smallpox they
could hardly be familiar with it.
Similarly we have a brand new
generation of church members
growing up who did not hear the fine
old sermons on the nature and
purpose of the church. Because they
have been listening to the modern
sermon which is often composed of
six points of emptiness numbered one
through six consecutively, they do not
know the difference between
sectarianism and the truth. As a
consequence they accept church
support of institutions, the social
gospel, church supported recreation,

etc. as the proper thing to do. What
we need to do is to study and discuss
the issues and not to be afraid of
them. - Via  TRUTH MAGAZINE
XIV; 49, p. 12 October 22, 1970

CHRISTIANITY IS
PRACTICAL - Norman E.

Flutz
Faithful Christians do well to
occasionally have their grand estate in
Christ reaffirmed. Not only does it
strengthen one's own faith, it better
prepares him to show the alien his
condition out of Christ and compare
it with what he could enjoy in Christ.
One of the difficulties with which we
have to contend today, it appears to
me, is showing folk that the
"hereafter," not just the "here and
now," is worthy of one's attention.
Particularly do young people have
trouble becoming really concerned
with eternal matters in a society
where the getting of "things"
consumes the greater part of man's
attention and energy, physically and
mentally. Christianity often seems to
be translated by them as applicable
only to something which seems to
them to be far removed and with
which they are not presently
concerned. But that it is applicable to
the "here and now" we shall see.
Christianity is practical. But to
properly appreciate the proposition,
let's look at the terms. By
Christianity, this article means the
religion of Christ, true religion as
revealed in the New Testament — not
some watered down version of it as



seen in denominationalism and among
many who claim to be "of Christ." We
shall be using "Christianity" and
"godliness" as interchangeable. By
practical, we mean that it is useful,
workable, capable to being turned into
use or account as opposed to that
which is only theoretical or
speculative. The religion of Christ is
a taught religion—"teach... baptize ...
teach them" (Matt. 28: 19-20); "the
thing that thou hast heard... commit
thou to faithful men, who shall be
able to teach others" (2 Tim. 2: 2;
"they shall be all taught of God"
(John 6: 45) — but it is a system of
teaching that is practical or useful
because it meets definite needs.

1 Timothy 4: 6-11
Please read this passage carefully.
Space will not permit a lengthy
exegesis, but note that Paul advises
Timothy to "refuse profane and old
wives' fables." This is in contrast to
his being "nourished up in the words
of faith and of good doctrine" which
will enable him to "exercise himself
unto godliness." "Bodily exercise is
profitable for a little; but godliness is
profitable for all things, having
promise of the life that now is (the
here
and now), and of that which is to
come (the hereafter)." The "all things"
in which godliness is said to profit is
to be understood as meaning the life
that now is and that to come.
Christianity Is Practical Because
It Meets the Needs of This Life

"But my God shall supply all your
need according to his riches in glory
by Christ Jesus" (Phil. 4: 19). "For

the Lord God is a sun and shield: the
Lord will give grace and glory: no
good thing will he withhold from
them that walk uprightly" (Psa. 84:
11). The needs of man are many, and
they are as varied as they are many;
but all man's needs — whatever is
really necessary will be supplied.
There is not a worthwhile interest of
man that godliness will not promote.
Godliness will promote the health of
the body. Abstinence from evil which
harms is expected (1 Thes. 5; 22).
Moderation and temperance in all
things is advised (Phil. 4: 5; 1 Cor. 9:
25), and physical exercise is
profitable (1 Tim. 4: 8). Godliness is
favorable to a clearness and vigor of
the intellect as it sets before one the
relative value of objects. The value of
the soul is set over against the value
of the world (Mat. 16: 26). The use of
the mind is encouraged in study and
investigation (2 Tim. 2: 15; cf. Prov.
1-6). Godliness offers a recipe for
happiness. For those who "would love
life and see good days," it is not a "do
your own thing" philosophy of
humanism. It rather involves
compassion, loving as brethren,
t e n de r hea r t edne s s ,  h u mb l e -
mindedness, a returning of blessing
for evil and reviling, a controlled
speech, doing of good, and seeking
peace while trusting in God's
approbation (see 1 Pet. 3: 8-12).
Christianity promotes a peace of
conscience by leading to a faithful
performance of one's duties in all
relationships of life (cf. Acts 24: 16;
1 John 3: 18-21). There is instruction
for the husband-wife relation (Eph.

5: 22-33; Col. 3: 18-19; 1 Pet. 3: 1-7; 1 Cor. 7: 1-5). The parent-child
relationship is dealt with (Eph. 6: 1-4; Col. 3: 20-21). Under the figure of the
servant and master, the employer and employee may learn how to treat each
other (Col. 3: 22-4: 1; Eph. 6: 5-9; 1 Pet. 2: 18; Tit. 2: 9-10). The citizen
learns of his relationship to his government and how to fulfill his duty to it
(Rom. 13: 1-7; 1 Pet. 2: 13-17; 1 Tim. 2: 1 -2). Nor is one left uninformed as
to how to live before and treat his fellowman generally (1 Pet. 2: 11-12; Mat.
7: 12). The relationship of the creature of the Creator is one of obedience and
worship (Eccl. 12: 13-14; John 4: 23-24). Godliness will produce a good name
(Prov. 22: 1), because it leads to honesty, industry, and sobriety as a course of
life, or "lifestyle" to use the current "buzz word."  There are the promises of
physical needs being met (Mat. 6: 33; Phil. 4: 19; Psa. 37: 25). And, finally,
in meeting the needs of the life that now is, godliness offers comfort in trial
(Deut. 33: 27; Psa. 46: 1), calmness in death (Psa. 23: 4) and immortal peace
beyond the grave (Rev. 14: 13).

Christianity is Practical Because It Provides for the Life to Come
Infidelity makes no promise of future happiness. Madelain Murray O'Hare and
her like live only for the "here and now." A life of sin and lust promises nothing
but remorse at death and in death. And though many things (beauty, wealth,
fame, power) hold flattering hopes of happiness here, they offer nothing of
eternal bliss. Nothing but godliness can so promise. A life without aim is like
a ship without a rudder, but godliness offers aim and direction in life (Col. 3:
1-2), and its promise of eternal life (1 John 2: 25) is a stabilizing force (Heb.
6: 13-20). The hope we have in Christ is not in this life only (1 Cor. 15: 19).

We hope for something far better (2 Cor. 4:
16-18). Truly, Christianity is the only really
sensible way for one to live. It enriches this
life and promises bliss in that to come. Yet
with all its promises, many defer it to the last
period of life or reject it altogether. And
some who once accepted it return to the weak
and beggarly elements. How tragic! How
sad!

A Faithful Saying
Paul's estimate of the promise in 1 Timothy
4: 8 is found in verses nine and ten. It may be
depended upon as true and it is worthy of
being embraced. And that which godliness
affords is worth one's labor and even the
suffering of reproach. These things command
and teach. " Via - Searching the Scriptures,
Vol 32; April 1991 Number 4


