
The Examiner     
Published by the Winter Park church of Christ                          

Meeting at: 2122 Market Street; Wilmington NC 28403                              

www.winterparkcocnc.com            

Vol. 5, No. 48 Edited by John Cripps March 11th, 2018

Did the Jesus Christ of the Bible Really Live? - by  Ron
Halbrook, Nashville, Tennessee - PART ONE

Notice carefully that we ask whether
Jesus the Messiah really lived, not
whether one of any number of Jewish
peasants, politicians, priests, prophets,
or teachers might have lived and worn
the name "Jesus." We do not ask
whether some Jesus who claimed to
be some kind of "savior"-national,
social, political, religious, or other-
lived, but whether the Jesus Christ of
the Bible really lived. People
sometimes say the Jesus Christ of the
Bible is an inspiring "myth," "a pious
fraud," or a "noble ideal;" one fellow
even said Christ was not a person but
was a "process." It is not our purpose
here to dabble in "possibilities" and
theories about myths, frauds, ideals,
or processes, but to face one specific
question: Did the Jesus Christ of the
Bible really live?
The question can be raised for any

number of reasons. Honest inquirers
have a right to the facts, to the truth
about the matter. It has been preached
for centuries that he did live and is the
only God-sent Savior of men. If that
be so, he lays direct claim to the lives
of all of us. He "either did or either
didn't" live, he "either is or either
ain't" such a Savior, and we have a

right to know! Surprisingly, the
question has been raised and
answered with doubt or in the
negative by many of those who claim
to be disciples of Jesus Christ.
Materialists and evolutionists have
absolutely denied that the Jesus Christ
of the Bible lived, because his claims
and teachings contradict their pet
theories. Such men have confused or
c o n ve r t e d  many p r o f e s s e d
"Christians" who have tried to revamp
the old faith without acknowledging
rejection of the Christ and the faith. A
large part of so-called Christendom
reels and staggers before the question,
"Did the Jesus Christ of the Bible
really live?"

How We Answer Matters Very
Much 

Some folks have taken refuge in the
fantastic solution which says that it
does not matter which way we answer
the question or whether we can
answer it at all. Nineteen hundred
years ago, the apostle Paul's clear
statement of the case precluded such
sidestepping of the issue. "And if
Christ be not raised, your faith is vain;
ye are yet in your sins. Then they also
which are fallen asleep in Christ are

perished. If in this life only we have
hope in Christ, we are of all men most
miserable" (1 Cor. 15:17ff). He
"either did or either didn't" and "either
is or either ain't." All middle ground
is sinking sand! If the truth is
impossible to obtain, then for all the
good he can do us Jesus Christ had
just as well have been legendary or
fictional anyway. The practical
consequences of doubt are precisely
the same as those of denial: our faith
is unfounded, forgiveness of sins
unsure, beloved saints perished
forever so far as we know, and our
misery the only certainty!
Just about every theory put forth in

answer to our question-everything
from the theories of university
professors to those of dime store
philosophers can be found in the
modern play "Jesus Christ Superstar."
The popularity of the play has helped
to spread such theories far and wide,
and to reinforce them, along with
other similar plays. The college
student will hear the same concepts,
dressed up a bit, in class. Judas says
the crowds will "find they're wrong"
about Jesus' being the true "Messiah."
"It's all gone sour," he explains, for
Jesus is actually a deluded, ambitious
fanatic. Mary is made to say, "He's a
man, just a man . . . ." She says she
has had many men (which raises the
question of how prostitutes "have"
their men, and how this Mary "had"
Jesus since she is presented as a
prostitute)-". . . in very many ways,
he's just one more." "I want him so. I
love him so." The Apostles think they
are the ones who ought to be

remembered, so they discuss at the
Last Supper their intention to retire to
write the gospels so that they can be
talked about for all time. The
Jerusalem crowds proclaim Jesus as
"Superstar" in their view of him as a
political ruler who will lead against
Rome. Annas and Caiaphas consider
Jesus a troublesome fanatic, a danger
to the Jews. The Temple crowds think
Jesus can heal, but he cries out
emphatically, "Heal yourselves!"
Pilate regards him a "misguided
martyr." Peter is told by Jesus, "It was
nice, but now it's gone," and in the
next scene Peter denies Christ. Jesus,
in this play, at times doubts himself,
at times denies himself. "I'm not as
sure as when we started. Then I was
inspired. Now I'm sad and tired." "Put
away your sword," he says, "Don't
you know that it's all over? It was
nice, but now it's gone." He repeats,
"I'm through, through, through." A
song near the end raises questions
about the identity of Jesus in an
agnostic spir i t ,  highlighting
expressions of doubt but affirming
nothing as certain. Is he like Buddah?
Or, Mohammed? It only seems certain
that he chose the wrong time to come.
The grave is the very last thing
referred to in the play, which itself
leaves the clear implication that his
dust lies as smoldering in the grave.
What is the practical conclusion to

all those theories (and their more
complicated counterparts put out by
"professors of religion" in highly
technical language)? The Messiah
himself and everyone else doubted
and denied him. If we follow him, we



too must doubt or deny him! On the
other hand, we can decide not to
follow him. (It's amazing that in the
views presented throughout this play,
if we were to affirm his Deity, we
would not be following him in that
case.) Maybe not for the prof' with his
head in the clouds, but for the
practical man with his feet on the
ground we are left with only two
choices: twiddle-dee (follow Jesus in
doubt and denial about his mission, so
that his word would have no more
claim in our lives than that of anyone
else), or twiddle-doe (simply make no
pretension of following him at all in
any sense). Let us stress that all of
this is based on mere theories! There
is not a shred of historical evidence
that Jesus doubted or denied himself
ever!
Well, what evidence do we have to

go on? If there is any historical
evidence bearing on the question,
"Did the Jesus Christ of the Bible
Really Live?", then certainly justice
and fairness demand that that
evidence be heard.
First Line of Evidence
!  Historical Evidence From Friends.

We have the testimony of the New
Testament, real historical
documents, that Jesus Christ really
lived. Christianity "appeals to
certain definite historical facts, . .
and stakes all upon their actual
occurrence" (S. H. Kellogg, The
Light of Asia and the Light of
the World, p. 369; cf. 1 Cor.
15:14-18). But can we be sure we
have the original New Testament
documents? Yes, because (1) there

are about 4,500 Greek manuscripts
of the New Testament, in whole or
in part, the oldest part dating back
to about A.D. 140 (or, about forty
years after the death of the last
author). (2) In addition, there are
many early translations of the New
Testament, dating from about A.D.
150 and following. (3) Numerous
quotations from the New
Testament, in other works dating
as early as Apostolic times. In
other words, the refined science of
Biblical criticism has presented us
an accurate text of the New
Testament. Many years of painful
research have identified no more
than 150,000 variations in the text
(counting the most insignificant);
but,

! Only about 400 of the . . .
variations materially affect the
sense. Of these, again, not more
than about fifty are really
important for some reason or
other; and even of these fifty not
one affects an article of faith or a
precept of duty which is not
abundantly sustained by other and
undoubted passages, or by the
whole tenor of Scripture teaching.
(Philip Schaff, A Companion to
the Greek Testament and the
English Version, p. 1771).

So, the New Testament is "by far the
best-preserved ancient document in
the world" (Ira Maurice Price, The
Ancestry of Our English Bible, 3rd.
Rev. Ed. By William A. Irvin and
Allen P. Wikgren, p. 161).
But can we be sure Apostolic men

wrote the Bible? Might the New

 Testament be a forgery? As one writer points out, "There is . . . far better
evidence of authorship (of New Testament books) than exists with respect to the
works of almost any classical writers" (George Rawlinson, Historical
Evidences, p. 159). It is correctly pointed out that the New Testament books are
"productions of contemporaries and eye-witnesses." Archibald Alexander points
out, "The genuineness of the books of the New Testament having been admitted
by friends and enemies . . . , in those ages when the fact could be ascertained
easily, it is too late in the day now for infidels to call this matter in question"
(The Canon, p. 248). In summary, the testimony of the friends of Jesus "can
be traced up into the very generation in which the events narrated are said to
have occurred" (Kellogg, op. cit., p. 32). Every archaeological and historical
fact discovered, having any relation to the Bible record, illuminates or verifies
the historical references in the Bible. The New Testament documents are
primary evidence, rooted in history, proving that Jesus Christ really lived.
An example of the testimony given by contemporaries of Jesus is found in

Peter's sermon in Acts 2:22-36. Four lines of evidence are given. (1) Jesus did
miracles; the audience, as well as the speaker, was called upon to verify the fact
(vv. 22f). (2) Also, Jesus fulfilled prophecies of the Old Testament; the
historical documents of the Old Testament still existed, and the audience could
verify the fulfillment in their presence along with the speaker (vv. 23ff). (3) The
resurrection of Jesus, "whereof we are all witnesses," said Peter of the Apostles.
(4) The miracles done by the reigning Christ through the Apostles, which were
witnessed by the audience (vv. 33ff). The necessary conclusion, then and now,
must be: "God has made Him both Lord and Christ!" **** Continued In Next
Weeks Bulletin ****
 


