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Can We Really Know the Truth? - by Ron Halbrook 
One of Satan’s most deceptive tools

is the idea that we cannot really know
the truth. Sin is justified by the excuse
that we cannot understand the
difference between right and wrong,
truth and error. God gave us the
capacity to know the truth and
designed his Word to match our
capacity to understand.
Satan replaces God’s exclamation

points with question marks. God
warned Adam and Eve not to eat of a
certain tree, with this emphatic
penalty: “For in the day that thou
eatest thereof thou shalt surely die”
(Gen. 2:17). When Satan seduced Eve
to eat, he started by planting a subtle
doubt with the question, “Yea, hath
God said, Ye shall not eat of every
tree of the garden?” Then, he denied
the certainty of the penalty and
presented sin as a great advantage
withheld by God’s Word (3:4-5).
# We can know about God. God

filled the universe with the
evidence of his reality. “For the
invisible things of him from the
creation of the world are clearly
seen, being understood by the
things that are made, even his
eternal power and Godhead; so
that they are without excuse”
(Rom. 1:20). Though God is

invisible, his existence can be
“clearly seen” and “understood”
by reflecting on the creation. All
life’s blessings bear clear
testimony to God’s love and care
for us (Acts 14:17). Such evidence
makes the doubt and denial of
atheists and agnostics utterly
“without excuse.”

# We can understand God’s offer of
salvation in Christ. “For the wages
of sin is death; but the gift of God
is eternal life through Jesus Christ
our Lord” (Rom. 6:23). Jesus
made the truth accessible by both
his teaching and example. He is so
much the perfect embodiment and
revelation of all truth that he is
called “the Word” (John 1:1, 18).
His miracles confirmed his claim
to be God’s Son, but some men
hardened their hearts, closed their
eyes, and doubted (John
3:2,16;10:24-25). As Jesus taught
men about salvation from sin, he
said, “If ye continue in my word,
then are ye my disciples indeed;
and ye shall know the truth, and
the truth shall make you free”
(John 8:31-32). Yes, we can
“know the truth”!

#  We can know about baptism. We
are saved from our sins when we

believe in Christ, repent of sin,
confess his name, and are
immersed in water by his
authority. Jesus said that “all the
world,” “every creature,” and “all
nations” can understand the
necessity of faith, repentance, and
baptism as conditions of pardon
(Mark 16:16; Luke 24:47). We
can understand that immersion
involves a burial in water, not
mere sprinkling or pouring of
water (Col. 2:12). The sinner
comes to Christ in order to be
“baptized into one body,” the body
or church of Christ (1 Cor. 12:13).
The “one baptism” puts us into the
“one body” — not some human
denomination, but the church
whose name, doctrine, and
practice are found in the Bible
(Eph. 4:4-6).

# We can know about singing vs.
instrumental music. God has
always given his people a pattern
for acceptable worship which is
clear and understandable. His
Word is an unalterable pattern of
truth (Exod. 25:9; 2 Tim. 1:13).
Singing is clearly authorized in
New Testament worship (Eph.
5:19; Col. 3:16). Instrumental
music is added by human doctrine,
will worship, and departure from
the faith (Matt. 15:8-9; Col. 2:23;
1 Tim. 4:1).

Sin and error thrive on doubting
God’s revealed truth. Some men are
“ever learning, and never able to
come to the knowledge of the truth”
because they look for ways around the
truth rather than looking for the truth

(2 Tim. 3:7). Doubt and denial are
spread by smug questions like, “Do
you claim to know all there is to
know?” or, “Do you think you can
never make a mistake?” We do not
have to know everything or be above
mistake to know God exists, salvation
is only in Christ, baptism is a
condition of pardon, and the New
Testament church sang but used no
instrumental music. We know these
things by reading God’s Word and
refusing to replace his exclamation
points with Satan’s question marks.  -
---  3505  Horse  Run Ct . ,
Shepherdsville, Kentucky 40165-6954
---- Via Truth Magazine Vol. XLIV:
15 p5 August 3, 2000

***I am thankful like the writer of this article
that the congregation here in Winter Park
understands these basic principles - however,
there is never a wrong time to remind all of
these basics with regards to the work of the
preacher” - — John Cripps (Editor)

Why Churches Should Rethink
their Preacher’s Salary

The job a preacher does and the
money he takes home seems pretty
cut-and-dry to most church members,
“Our preacher ‘ministers’ to this
congregation – he visits the sick, he
counsels, he evangelizes, he preaches,
he teaches, he writes bulletin articles,
and does whatever else we ask of him
– and we pay him to do those things
for us.” That’s the way most
Christians think of their preacher and
the “salary” they pay him. But is that
really the way we should think about
it? Personally, I don’t think so. Here
are some things to consider…

Stop Thinking Your Preacher



Does It for the Pay
Most church members think their

preacher does the things he does
because they pay him to do it. I
believe this is an upside-down way of
thinking about the situation. It’s so
much healthier to think of it like this,
“The preacher has committed his
life to the proclamation of the
gospel and we support him
financially in that effort.” He
doesn’t do it because you give him
money; you give him money because
he does it.
The apostle Paul surrendered his

right to collect financial support from
most of the congregations with whom
he worked, but he affirmed that
congregations should support those
who work spreading the gospel (1
Corinthians 9). The church ought to
support as many preachers, teachers,
evangelists, and missionaries that we
are able to support. When men want
to devote their lives to the
proclamation of the gospel, we ought
to consider it our privilege and joy to
support such men.

Stop Thinking Your Preacher
Does It For You

Most church members think of their
preacher as “the minister” (servant) of
the congregation. They consider it his
job to do the counseling, visiting,
evangelizing, teaching, etc. And
whether we want to admit it or not,
much of this stems from the fact that
we don’t want to do this work, or
don’t think we have the time, so we
have hired it out.
We say things like, “I don’t know

how and I don’t have time to go to the

hospital and visit all those sick people
or have Bible studies with lost people;
that’s what we pay the minister for.”
But we couldn’t be more wrong for
this way of thinking.
There is absolutely NO biblical

precedent for hiring someone to do
the work we should be doing. In
fact, one of the tasks of the evangelist
is to “equip” the members to do “the
work of ministry” (Ephesians 4:11-
12). You don’t support a preacher so
you can relieve yourself of work; you
support a preacher, in part, to help
equip and motivate you to do the
work you ought to be doing.
Of course he helps to equip the

congregation through setting a good
example of service, but if he ever
starts doing your work for you, he is
enabling you rather than equipping
you. And many preachers need to stop
enabling the congregation and start
equipping the congregation.

Stop Thinking Your Preacher
Belongs to You

When a congregation thinks of their
preacher as their employee, they
misunderstand the situation. The
preacher does not work for the
congregation. He does not work for
the elders. He works for the Lord.
Paul calls preachers, “the Lord’s
servant” (2 Timothy 2:24); and that’s
what a preacher is, the Lord’s servant.
Not our servant.
Of course the preacher and his work

are under the oversight of the local
elders. The elders shepherd the
preacher, helping him to balance the
work he does specifically for the local
church and the work he does for the

 Kingdom. One preacher and his eldership may decide that his work needs to focus
primarily – or even exclusively – on the local work; while another preacher and his
eldership may decide to focus his skills and abilities more on spreading the Gospel
throughout the world.

It’s a shame when a congregation believes their preacher belongs to them and they are
resentful about the time he spends preaching and teaching other places. They ought to
realize it is because of their financial support that he is able to preach the gospel in
places that couldn’t afford to support him, or perhaps any preacher, full-time.

Let Your Preacher Be a Member of Your Congregation
When congregations think of their preacher as an employee who belongs to them, they

often fail to treat him as a fellow-member of the congregation. Our preachers need to
be able to fellowship, learn, confess their sins and struggles, be encouraged, be
counseled, and have all the benefits we enjoy as members of a church family. But we
often deny them those blessings because we treat them as our employees.

Consider some of these questions:
! Is your preacher always teaching a Bible class, or do you let him be a student

sometimes?
! Do you expect your preacher to always be the one to teach, counsel, and encourage

you, or do you sometimes offer him your listening ear?
! Does your preacher feel like a member of your congregation or an employee of your

congregation?
Conclusion

The bottom-line is this, we have to stop thinking that the money we give to our
preachers makes them indebted to us. Instead, we ought to consider it our privilege to
be able to support men who faithfully and diligently proclaim the gospel message in our
congregation and elsewhere. We ought to encourage them any way we can in the work
they do.

Personally, I am so very thankful that the congregation with whom I work supports me
in spreading the gospel, while allowing me to be a member of the congregation. I
couldn’t ask for a better congregation. I hope other congregations will treat their
preachers the same way. - I love you and God loves you, - by Wes McAdams via
Radically Christian.


