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"Lord, To Whom Shall We Go?" - (Part 3 of 3) by Tom Edwards

In The Past issues, we began
considering the above question (as
seen in John 6:60-69). Peter
realized that it is only to the Lord
that one can turn for everlasting
life; but, unfortunately, many begin
to follow and then fall away. In our
previous lesson, we considered
three reasons why some people
depart: 1) They Never Gave
Themselves Fully to God, 2) The
Novelty of Following Jesus Wore
Off, and 3) They Want to Only
Receive -- and Not to Give of
Themselves. Let us now give
thought to some other factors for
why people depart from the Lord,
and conclude. 
8) Pleasures of This Life Lead
Some Astray

Jesus shows (in the parable of the
seed and the sower) some who
have heard the word and initially
accept it, later turn away due to
their being "choked" by the
"worries and riches and pleasures
of this life" (Luke 8:14). Some
individuals become consumed by
materialism.  Paul shows one of
the qualifications of an elder is that

he is "free from the love of money"
(1 Tim. 3:3). But this should also
be true for every person: "For the
love of money is a root of all sorts
of evil, and some by longing for it
have wandered away from the
faith, and pierced themselves with
many a pang" (1 Tim. 6:10). He
also states in the previous verse (v.
9) that "...those who want to get
rich fall into temptation and a snare
and many foolish and harmful
desires which plunge men into ruin
and destruction." We need to,
therefore, learn to be content (v. 8),
realizing that when that is
accompanied with godliness then
there is "great gain" (v. 6); but
"great gain" of a spiritual nature,
which, by far, is more important.

And concerning iniquitous
pleasures, we can be impressed and
encouraged by the life of Moses
who chose "rather to endure
ill-treatment with the people of
God, than to enjoy the passing
pleasures of sin; considering the
reproach of Christ greater riches
than the treasures of Egypt; for he
was looking to the reward" (Heb.

11:25,26). May we each also exalt
God in our lives -- putting Him
above all others and above all
things -- and "...seek first His
kingdom and His righteousness,"
as Jesus Himself commands in
Matthew 6:33. For if serving God
be our chief joy, then we won't be
so easily ensnared by the worldly,
sinful pleasures of this life.
Everyone Needs Someone They
Can Turn To

Peter had said, "Lord, to whom
shall we go?" In one of Christ's
illustrations of His relationship
with His people, He refers to them
as being His sheep; and He, the
Good Shepherd. We need Christ to
lead us to the greener pastures and
the quiet waters (Psa. 23:2), to
hear His voice and follow Him that
we might remain in the safe
keeping of His fold (Jn. 10:27-29).
It is Jesus to whom we need to
turn.

Of all who could be turned to,
who better to turn to than Jesus?
Turning to the Lord is made even
easier by our faith and love for
Him, and we can be additionally
motivated by considering what
He's done for us: "Since the
children share in flesh and blood,
He Himself likewise also partook
of the same, that through death He
might render powerless him who
had the power of death, that is, the
devil; and might deliver those who
through fear of death were subject

to slavery all their lives" (Heb.
2:14,15). Only Christ can deliver
one from sin's captivating power.
Do we have a need for that?  Only
through Christ can one be raised to
walk in newness of life.  Is that
important to us? Only through
Jesus can we receive everlasting
life. Is that  something we want?
Only through the Lord can we
learn of the true moral standard in
which to live by. Is that a concern
of ours?
 We need the benefits of Christ's
intercessory work. For there is no
forgiveness without His shed
blood, but there is no contact of
that blood without our faith and
obedience.
Who Else Could One Turn To?

1) Not Moses, Nor the Law of
Moses: Though there was a time
when men could look to Moses,
now God wants men to be looking
to Christ (cf. Matt. 17:4,5). Moses
had actually foretold of Christ and
the importance of taking heed to
His words (Deut. 18:15,18,19).
Jesus also refers to this in John
5:46: "For if you believed Moses,
you would believe Me; for he
wrote of Me." Many of the early
Christians were Judaizers who felt
compelled to keep the Law of
Moses along with the gospel of
Christ in order to be saved (Acts
15:1,5). They were turning to
Moses. By doing so though, they
were also cutting themselves off



from Christ and falling from grace
(Gal. 5:4).

2) Not John the Baptist - John
was a forerunner for Jesus,
pointing people to Him (Jn.
1:21-30).  If one, therefore, could
turn to John today, he would try to
turn that person to Christ instead.
Concerning his relationship with
Jesus and to the world, John states,
"He must increase, but I must
decrease" (Jn. 3:30). It was time
now for Christ to be in the
limelight that all would look to
Him. Those twelve men of Acts
19:1-9, who had been baptized into
John's baptism, had to still be
baptized with the baptism Jesus
had commanded for the remission
of sins (Mark 16:16) in order that
they could be saved. On having
learned this, they then submitted. 
It was time for these men to follow
Christ fully. 

3) Not Denominationalism or
Other Religious Organizations
Other Than the Lord's Church. 
Jesus gave the warning that
"...'Every plant which My heavenly
Father did not plant shall be rooted
up" (Matt. 15:13). We need to be
in the church that God established.
As mentioned above, Jesus was
going to build His church (Matt.
16:18).  Corresponding to this, the
psalmist declares, "Unless the Lord
builds the house, they labor in vain
who build it..." (Psa. 127:1).
Jesus is "the Savior of the body"

(Eph. 5:23), and that body is "the
church" (Col. 1:18,24). Therefore,
no one today can be saved without
being a part of the Lord's church.

Even though other religions
would view Christ as being a good
man, a good teacher, or a good
prophet, that is not enough! They
must also recognize Him as being
the divine Son of God who is the
world's only Savior (cf. Acts 4:12).
Jesus warns: "...unless you believe
that I am He, you shall die in your
sins" (Jn. 8:24).

As also mentioned above, most
denominations do not even teach
the full plan of salvation, for they
do not include baptism as a
requirement for having sins
forgiven and becoming a Christian.
Jesus, however, states, "He who
has believed and has been baptized
shall be saved..." (Mk. 16:16). And
this is exactly what we find people
doing in order to be saved in Acts
2:36-38, and elsewhere in the
Scriptures.

4) Not Ourselves - Can we turn
to merely ourselves? Solomon
writes, "Trust in the Lord with all
thine heart; and lean not unto thine
own understanding" (Prov. 3:5).
Why is this important? Consider
what he says elsewhere: "There is
a way which seems right to a man,
but its end is the way of death"
(Prov. 14:12). Corresponding to
this, Paul shows the futility of
man's search for God through

 merely human wisdom (1 Cor. 1:20,21).  Without the Lord revealing Himself
in the Scriptures, man -- regardless of how wise -- could have never come to
know God that fully.

Peter's rhetorical question (of almost 2,000 years ago), "Lord, to whom shall
we go?," should also resound in the heart of  every person today. For we need
to take the time to think about our eternal destiny -- to "reason together" with
the Lord (Isa. 1:18) -- and to make sure that we are setting ourselves on the
right course, His course.  For our life on earth can be illustrated by various
roads that one travels when on a trip -- roads that lead to a particular
destination.  For even if one starts out okay on the first few roads (making the
proper turns),  what if one of the following roads is then missed?  People get
lost that way. So this also illustrates the need for perseverance, for remaining
true to the Lord, and not veering to the right nor to the left; but, rather,
remaining safely on that "highway to heaven." Is that where your final
destination will be? Our road map, our guide, is the Scriptures. As Peter
realized, only Christ has the words of eternal life that can show us the way to
heaven above. There is to no other source one can turn, if one is concerned
about making heaven his goal.

So, to whom do people turn? To whom should we go? To whom do we go? 
If you are not heading for heaven above, then why not switch to the right road
today? For then, when your
journey is complete, you'll be
eternally grateful for the new
direction you had chosen; and
you also will have found heaven
not merely a great place to visit,
but also a place where you'll
want to spend all eternity to
enjoy its beauty and bliss. So,
though some folks might not
ever have the time for that
Hawaiian cruise or Bermuda
getaway, they certainly won't
regret it, if heaven will be their
destination after all their labors
are over! But remember, we
must begin our journey by going
to Jesus -- for only He has the
words of everlasting life!

BY WHAT AUTHORITY -
GOD or MAN!


