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"Lord, To Whom Shall We Go?" ---- (Part 2 of 3) by Tom
Edwards

In our last issue, we began considering
the above question (as seen in John
6:60-69). Peter realized that it is only to
the Lord that one can turn for everlasting
life; but, unfortunately, many begin to
follow and then fall away. In our previous
lesson, we considered three reasons why
some people depart: 1) They Never Gave
Themselves Fully to God, and 2) The
Novelty of Following Jesus Wore Off.  
Let us now give thought to some other
factors for why people depart from the
Lord, and conclude. 
3) They Want to Only Receive -- and
Not to Give of Themselves.    Does this
sound like the way of the Lord? Christ
teaches that "...'It is more blessed to give
than to receive'" (Acts 20:35), and we
shouldn't limit this to just money. We can
also give of our time, our talents, etc.

In that childhood story of "The Little
Red Hen," the cow, the pig, and the lamb
illustrate for us those who did not want to
give of themselves to help out, but they
certainly wanted to receive of the bread
the hen made.

The Bible tells us: "For you know the
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that
though He was rich, yet for your sake He
became poor, that you through His
poverty might become rich" (2 Cor. 8:9).
So much Christ was willing to give. He
left the glories of heaven to come into our
world. He left that previous glorified state
in which all was perfect, in order to take

upon Himself a human body that would
grow weary, hungry, thirsty, suffer, and
die. As Paul writes, Jesus gave of Himself
"...to the point of death, even death on a
cross" (Phil. 2:8).

It is said that the Dead Sea (aka "Salt
Sea") is several times saltier than the
oceans or seas. Because of that, no fish
can survive in its waters, nor vegetation
grow along its banks.  One of its
characteristics serves to illustrate our
present subtopic. For the Dead Sea, also,
only receives, but doesn't give. Starting
from four sources around Mt. Hermon,
the water for the tortuous Jordan River, so
full of life, winds its way down through
Lake Huleh and the Sea of Galilee, to then
flow  into the Dead Sea (the lowest body
of water on earth); but there it becomes
stagnant and no value toward maintaining
any living thing.  If we only receive, but
never give, will we not also become
stagnant, unproductive, and of little
value?

How can we even think to give
ourselves over to the Lord (for a life of
service) without serving? Jesus states,
"...whoever desires to become great
among you, let him be your servant. And
whoever desires to be first among you, let
him be your slave -- just as the Son of
Man did not come to be served, but to
serve, and to give His life a ransom for
many" (Matt. 20:26-28). And in
Matthew 16:24-26, the Lord instructs:

"...'If anyone desires to come after Me, let
him deny himself, and take up his cross
and follow Me. For whoever desires to
save his life will lose it, and whoever
loses his life for My sake will find it. For
what is a man profited if he gains the
whole world, and loses his own soul?"
(Matt. 16:24-26). How can one give
himself to the Lord, but not expect to give
of himself? Since Christ, who is our
greatest example, came to this world to be
a servant among men then how much
more do we need to be? It is also
encouraging to hear Jesus say, "...if
anyone serves Me, the Father will honor
him" (Jn. 12:26).

4) Some People Were "Forced" Into
Accepting Christ.   If people felt "forced"
to obey the gospel, rather than it being of
their own accord, this could be why some
soon left the Lord.

In the book "Elmer Gantry," by Sinclair
Lewis, the coarse-speaking Gantry had
often been a brawler and a drunk. The
way some men enjoy fishing or sports,
Gantry enjoyed, in his inebriated state, to
find someone he could use as a punching
bag. What a stark contrast between the
opening words of the Bible ("In the
beginning God created the heavens and
the earth....") and the first words of Elmer
Gantry ("Elmer Gantry was drunk. He
was eloquently drunk, lovingly and
pugnaciously drunk."). He was a big man
who had been captain of his football team
in 1902, and he would ask his little friend
Jim to get someone to pick on him, so that
Elmer could "come along and knock his
block off." He "was a shouter, a pounder
on backs, an overwhelming force." Yet,
there came a time in his life when so
many were compelling him to become a
"Christian" (though espousing the
erroneous "sinner's prayer") that it appears
he finally obliged them just to put an end
to all their intrusions and silence their

incessant pleas. For concerning his
seeking God's forgiveness, "He had but
little to do with what he said. The willing
was not his but the mob's; the phrases
were not his but those of the emotional
preachers and hysterical worshipers
whom he had heard since babyhood."

It is true that others will want to see you
obey the gospel, and they will rejoice
when you do; but, above all, may it be
something you do out of a desire to please
God and to be right with Him -- not
merely because you feel "forced" to by
your parents, your spouse, or the crowd,
etc. Yielding to the gospel must be
something you do of your own volition.
5) Hard Teachings.   As in the case of
the rich, young ruler, some things are just
too hard to accept for certain people
(Matt. 19:16-22). Christ, knowing the
heart of this man and that covetousness
was his fault, said to him, "...'If you wish
to be complete, go and sell all your
possessions and give to the poor, and you
shall have treasure in heaven; and come,
follow Me." This, however, was just too
much for the young man. The Bible says,
"he went away grieved" (v. 22).

Christ's teaching on the "narrow way"
to heaven is hard to accept for those who
want to make that road much broader, so
that it might include many other things,
which the Lord doesn't. (See Matt.
7:13,14.)

With such a widespread problem of
divorce and remarriage these days, many
individuals find it "too difficult" to accept
what the Bible really has to say about this
matter (Matt. 5:32; Luke 16:18; Matt.
19:9).

It's hard for many people to accept the
role of baptism in God's plan of salvation.
Most people don't. Yet the Bible shows of
its importance toward having sins
forgiven and becoming a Christian (Mark
16:16; Acts 2:38; 22:16; Rom. 6:3,4;



Gal. 3:26,27; 1 Pet. 3:21, etc.).
That there is only "one" church (Eph.

4:4; 1:22,23) is difficult for many folks to
see. Yet, where does the New Testament
justify denominationalism?  Don't we see
the opposite to be true? Jesus states, "I
will build My church" (Matt. 16:18); and
He not only prayed for its unity (Jn.
17:20-23), but also died to make that
possible (Eph. 2:12-16).  Paul also
stresses the need to be of "one spirit" and
"one mind" when it comes to spiritual
things (Phil. 1:27) and pronounces a
"curse" upon anyone who would preach a
"gospel" contrary to the true gospel of
God's word (Gal. 1:6-9). For going "too
far," rather than to "abide in the teaching
of Christ," causes one to "not have God"
(2 Jn. 1:9).

Our faith and love for God, however,
can help us make whatever sacrifice is
necessary that we might be right in His
sight and pleasing to Him.
6) Some Depart Because They Hadn't
Counted the Cost First.   How many
have left the Lord after learning He
requires more of them than they were
willing to give? I heard of one man, who
had briefly been a Christian, that left the
church (and the Lord) when he heard that
he wouldn't be able to continue drinking
alcohol. He went away, choosing his
bottle over Jesus.
    Paul exhorts: "that you put off,
concerning your former conduct, the old
man which grows corrupt according to the
deceitful lusts, and be renewed in the
spirit of your mind, and that you put on
the new man which was created according
to God, in righteousness and true
holiness" (Eph. 4:22-24). In baptism, one
is risen in order to "walk in newness of
life" (Rom. 6:3,4). The Christian,
therefore, is to be living a new life, for he
is a new creature in Christ (2 Cor.
5:15,17).  So, he is one who should also

have some new goals, new perspectives,
new challenges, and new priorities in his
life. Realizing the need for a life of
dedication and holiness should factor in to
one's "counting the cost," prior to obeying
the gospel.
7) Some Simply Neglect the Word.   By
becoming lackadaisical with the
Scriptures, and drifting away from it, one
can end up in ruin. Like the need for
rowing if you want to head upstream, the
Christian must also ply with the spiritual
oars of faith and works to keep himself
from drifting over the waterfall of
destruction (See James 2:14-26: "faith
without works is dead"). One cannot
remain stagnant (indifferent).  Nor can
one ply with the oar of "faith only," nor
with the oar of works only. For if that be
the case, then the rower will merely go in
circles and not make any progress; but
using both of those oars together, the bank
of God's golden shore can eventually be
reached.

"Let us therefore be diligent to enter
that rest, lest anyone fall through
following the same example of
disobedience" (Heb. 4:11).  The KJV, in
this verse, translates "disobedience" as
"unbelief." "Unbelief" can be the absence
of obedience, as seen in Romans
10:14-16: the fact that they had not taken
heed to the glad tidings, Isaiah viewed as
a sign of unbelief; so unbelief and
disobedience can often be used
interchangeably. Unbelief, therefore,
doesn't always indicate that the individual
cannot give mental assent toward the
reality of Jesus' deity; because, it could be
that he does believe that, but -- in spite of
it -- he still lives like an unbeliever by not
submitting to God's commands. And, in
view of that, isn't it worse for the believer
to not obey than for the non-believer to
not do so? For though they both will
receive the same eternal punishment for

 their sin, the believer had the advantage by knowing better -- but he forsook
that wisdom that could have saved his soul.

Earlier, the Hebrew writer states: "For this reason we must pay much closer
attention to what we have heard, lest we drift away from it.  For if the word
spoken through angels proved unalterable, and every transgression and
disobedience received a just recompense, how shall we escape if we neglect so
great a salvation? After it was at the first spoken through the Lord, it was
confirmed to us by those who heard" (Heb. 2:1-3). 
    Neglecting God's word leads to great danger -- and especially concerning
one's eternal destiny. *** Continued in Next Issue

SENTENCE SERMONS
THERE IS NEVER AN “ALMOST” WITH GOD, IT IS EITHER ALL or

NOTHING.

SIGHT IS OFTEN NOTED AS A PLEASANT GIFT, BUT WITH GOD IT
MAY BE THE UNRAVELING OF ONE’S FAITH


