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Halloween Traditions - Concluded - by Wayne Goforth
America, the Melting Pot

All of these cultures intertwined in
America, with the legends and tales
mingling into the modern Halloween.
Beginning with the Irish immigration
of 1840, Halloween slowly began to
take the shape we see today. By the
late 1800’s, so much crime was
connected with Halloween that trick
or treating was discouraged, and
schools and churches were
encouraged to arrange parties
instead. The gore was dropped and
the festival took on more of a family,
fall harvest theme. With this,
Halloween became secular and all
religious connotations were dropped.
Starting with the 1930’s, Halloween
again began to resume the traditions
of trick or treating, mischief, etc., but
this time without the religious
background. In many communities,
the emphasis is still on the fall
harvest, and many groups have “fall
carnivals” rather than “Halloween
carnivals.” Today, Halloween is the
second largest selling holiday,
amounting to more than 2.5 billion
dollars in Halloween paraphernalia
yearly. (from material found at
http://www.historychannel.com). 

Other Popular Versions:
Virtually every culture has had

their version of Halloween. Perhaps
none have carried it to the level that
Mexico has developed it into with
their Day of the Dead, or Dia De Los
Muertos. This festival is portrayed in
the song by popular Tejano
folksinger Tish Hino josa, Even The
Dead Are Rising Up To Dance. In
this, the dead loved ones are honored
with a picnic, often on the graves of
loved ones. Skull shaped candy,
cookies and bread are popular with
this festival. The more traditional
Mexican Indians may even dig up the
grave of the loved one and re-wrap
the body in a new blanket that they
have woven and rebury them after a
visit! For more detail see:
http://www.mexconnect.com/mex_/
feature/daydeadindex.html. This has
also become popular in the
southwestern United States in
heavily Hispanic communities. 

Modern Cultic Practices
Halloween is one of the eight

sacred sabbats to modern day neo-
pagans, witches and Satanists.
Among other things, Samhain is the
beginning of the Winter Half of the
Year (the seasons of Geimredh &
Earrach) and is known as "the Day
Between Years”. The day before
Samhain is the last day of the old

year and the day after Samhain is the
first day of the new year. Being
"between years," it is considered a
sacred time, “when the dead walk
among the living and the veils
between past, present and future may
be lifted in prophecy and divination” 
http://www.witchvox.com/holidays/
samhain.html. An example of
modern day pagan rituals for
Samhain may be seen at
http://www.geocities.com/athens/85
26/samhain.htm. It must be
understood that there are differences
between neo-pagans and Satanists.
The paganists (wiccans, i.e. witches)
believe in “natural magic”, by which
you can control the elements of
nature. They are nature worshippers.
Satanists on the other hand, practice
“personal magic”, and glorify
whatever is against what they
perceive to be Christian (usually
Catholic) so that upside down
crosses, Lord’s Prayer said
backwards, Black “Masses” etc. are
used. It is the Satanists that generally
would be involved in the animal
mutilations or harming of humans
and/or property at Halloween as they
see this as being against the
“Christian” All Souls Day. 

Should Christians Observe
Halloween?

As with most every American
holiday, there are backgrounds of
paganism and Catholicism involved
in Halloween. Certainly, we want to
make sure we avoid any appearance
of these, even as we would of
Christmas. In one community in
which we lived, the Satanists were

prominent enough (there were three
active covens) that the local police
suggested bringing in any black
animals the week prior to Halloween.
There, most people who professed
Christianity did not go door to door,
but had private parties or would go
treating in the mall. The local culture
will determine to some degree
whether the Christian can participate.
Just as if one lived in a country
where Christmas was ~only~
celebrated religiously one would
want to avoid it, so too with
Halloween. If one lived in an area
where it was viewed only, or
primarily religiously (whether by the
neo-pagans or Catholics) then it
should be avoided lest one give the
appearance of participating. Frankly,
having lived in such regions, and
having dealt extensively with the
occult, I simply do not care to
participate in Halloween as such. Nor
do I criticize anyone who merely
wishes to observe it as purely as an
A m e r i c a n  h o l i d a y .  M o r e
communities and groups are opting
for “Fall Festivals” in the place of
Halloween, with carnival type games
and activities, which I believe to be a
healthy trend. Halloween may not be
Satanic in and of itself, but allowing
our children to dress up as murderers
and characters from slasher films is
certainly inappropriate! Too, young
people must remember the golden
rule (Luke 6:31) at Halloween as at
any other time, and refrain from any
kind of “tricking” at the expense of
others, such as the eggings and
“rollings” of property. Though we all
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like a good scare once in a while, we
must be careful that we are not
desensitizing our young by exposure
to gore, blood and violence. That will
simply produce a seared conscience
(1 Timothy 4:2) and is the same
concern we have raised concerning
the television and the movie industry. 

Conclusion
A good rule of thumb as to

whether a Christian can participate in
any activity, recreation, sport or
holiday is the words of Paul in
Philippians 4:8, “Finally, brethren,
whatever things are true, whatever
things are noble, whatever things are
just, whatever things are pure,
whatever things are lovely, whatever
things are of good report, if there is
any virtue and if there is anything
praiseworthy — meditate on these
things.” Can I participate in a way
that will let me pursue what is noble
and to be able to think on pure
things? If not, then I should refrain.
In the prior verse Paul stated that by
following these principles, “... the
peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts
and minds through Christ Jesus.”

Destroying The Power And
Purity Of The Church - by J.

D. Tant
It is lamentable to note so many

churches throughout the land that are
losing or have lost their power and
purity. Many of the churches of which
we are speaking are considered faithful
and sound, and this makes it even more
tragic. Perhaps there are various ways in
which a church might lose its power and
purity, but we can think of none that will

do the job so quickly as a lack of
discipline, including withdrawal.

To be sure, many of these churches
will exercise discipline when some
flagrant sin arises, such as the song
leader living with two wives, a deacon's
wife running a house of prostitution, etc.
But we are speaking of the church's
neglect in withdrawing from those who
are guilty of somewhat less spectacular
sins. The church should also be
concerned about the souls of those
members who have "quit," or who come
to the assemblies when the notion strikes
them — maybe two or three times a
month. The soul of the "common" sinner
is in danger of hell as much as the soul of
the "infamous" sinner. Why cannot we
appreciate this fact? Why cannot we have
the same love and concern for the souls
of all the lost, whether the lost be merely
a little covetous or an unrepentant
murderer?

The "marking," "avoiding," or
"withdrawing" of which we are speaking
is not a matter of option with the church.
It is commanded. We cannot put it in the
same class as deciding whether to buy
songbooks or do without, or deciding
whether to rent a meeting house or build
one. There is no parallel. We have no
more latitude in deciding this than we
have concerning the command to be
baptized.

The sins calling for this discipline are
not limited to the "notorious" sins of
which we spoke earlier, but are as
general as the word "sin" is. Many of
these sins are enumerated: personal
offences (Matt. 18:15-18); divisions or
occasions of stumbling (Romans 16:17-
18); fornication, covetousness, idolatry,
reviling, drunkenness, extortion (1 Cor.
5); a lack of love for the Lord (2 Cor.
16:22); false teaching (Gal. 1:8-9);
filthiness, foolish talking, jesting. (Eph.

5:3-13)
The whole picture might be summed

up by the words written by Paul in 2
Thess. 3:6: "Now we command you,
brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that ye withdraw yourselves from
every brother that walketh disorderly,
and not after the traditions which they
received of us."
Albert Barnes says of this:

"A 'Disorderly walk' denotes conduct
that is in anyway contrary to the rules of
Christ. The proper idea of the word used
here is that of soldiers who do not keep
the ranks; who are regardless of order;
and then who are irregular in any way.
The word would include any violation of
the rules of Christ on any subject."

As we would expect, the Lord is not
without reason in commanding us to
carry out these orders. He has told us
what is to be accomplished by our
compliance with them. (1) To save the
sinner. This is stated in 1 Cor. 5:5:
"....deliver such a one unto Satan for the
destruction of the flesh, that the spirit
may be saved in the day of the Lord
Jesus." In 2 Thess. 3:14 Paul says this is
to be done "....to the end that he may be
ashamed." If, as some have done, we say
this will do no good, then we pit our
wisdom against God's and surely God
will not overlook such a presumptuous
sin on our part. (2) To save the church:
The punishment inflicted upon Ananias
and Sapphira not only served to reward
them for their deed, but "great fear came
upon all that heard it," thus dissuading
any others who may have been tempted
to do the same thing. Paul warns the
Corinthians that "....a little leaven
leaveneth the whole lump" (I Cor. 5:6),
and commands that they purge out the
influence of sin, lest the whole church be
contaminated.

That church which fails to fulfill its

responsibilities towards the disobedient
can well expect to lose its power and
purity. As the members see no action
taken against sinners, others will be
influenced by the example of the sinner,
and the purity of the church will soon be
compromised. Paul warned Timothy that
if the evildoer is not shunned, his
influence will "eat as doth as gangrene."
(2 Tim. 2:17) That gangrenous or
cancerous part of a body that is not
treated will soon affect and afflict the
whole body. It is the design of Christ that
his body be "a glorious church, not
having spot or wrinkle or any such thing,
but that it should be holy and without
blemish." (Eph, 5:27) To this end he has
provided for the purging out of evil and
sin.

That church which has lost its purity
loses its power. Consider the lesson of
Achan and Israel in Joshua 7. Because
of the deed of Achan, there was sin in the
camp of Israel, and Israel lost her power.
She became weak and ineffective against
the enemy until the sin was purged out.
Is not the same true today? What power
and influence for truth and against evil
can a church have when it is known that
the indifferent and ungodly are members
"in good standing"?

That church which is militant in its
integrity is a marvelous and joyous thing
to behold, and what wonderful things it
can accomplish. But how pitiable and
sickening is the church riddled and
weakened by sin, bereft of its power and
purity.

However unpleasant the task of
withdrawal might be, it is ever necessary.
"How shall we escape, if we neglect so
great a salvation?" - 2622 Snapfinger
Road, Decatur, Georgia ---- Via The
Gospel Guardian -VOLUME 15; April
23, 1964 NUMBER 50, PAGE 3


