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Five Ways To Disobey God - by  Dennis Abernathy , Gladewater,

Texas Continued 
With these things in mind, does one know
God or is he found a liar with regard to the
following:

(1) God commands us to "not forsake the
assembling of ourselves together" (Heb.
10:25). But I refuse to obey that command,
while claiming fellowship with Him.

(2) Christians are commanded to be
modest in their dress (1 Tim. 2:9-10).
Rather than obey this command of God I
conform to the standards of styles of this
world. Does God hear my affirmations of
"knowing Him" when He can see that I am
a "liar" due to my rebellion?

(3) God commands people to be baptized
to be saved (Mk. 16:16). Can one "know"
God and claim to love Him and be closely
acquainted with Him and rebel against this
plain command? Will sincerity and good
intentions be enough?

(4) God commands that we sing in
worship to Him (Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16).
What about one who refuses to obey and
adds mechanical instruments? Does he
know God? Are his claims found to be
false?

When we refuse to obey God's
commands, we become stubborn and
rebellious people! We turn our backs upon
God and regardless of all of the claims to
the contrary, our profession of fellowship
with God becomes a lie!

3. One may add to His word The Bible is
filled with warnings about adding to the
words and commandments of God. We put

our souls in jeopardy when we presume to
add to the Word of the Almighty.

In Deuteronomy 4:2, Moses said: "Ye
shall not add unto the word which I
command you. . . that ye may keep the
commandments of the'Lord your God
which I command you." The only way to
keep the commandments of the Lord is to
do it exactly. When we add our "think-
so's" and presumptions, when we apply our
own human wisdom to the matter we wind
up not keeping the commandments of the
Lord at all! Moses states again in 12:32:
"What thing soever I command you,
observe to do it; thou shalt not add thereto.
. . . " I can well remember my mother
telling me as a child: "When I tell you to
do something, I mean do it!" I knew what
that meant, and we had better understand
this truth with regard to God's law as well.

Joshua, who took over as leader for God's
people after Moses, reiterates the same
thing when he says in Joshua 1:7: "Only
be thou strong and very courageous, that
thou mayest observe to do according to all
the law which Moses my servant
commanded thee, turn not from it to the
right hand or to the left, that thou mayest
prosper withersoever thou goest."
Emphasis is placed upon "all" the law
"commanded" thee. He did not say "part"
of the law, neither did he say some
"additional" laws. In other words, if you
want to prosper, do not deviate from My
law! True wisdom dictates that we "add

thou not unto his words, lest he reprove
thee, and thou be found a liar" (Prov.
30:6). Any person who adds to the word of
God and claims God's approval in doing
so, is found to be a liar.

Two passages from the New Testament
will suffice on this point. In 2 John 9, we
read: "Anyone who goes too far and does
not abide in the teaching of Christ does not
have God; the one who abides in the
teaching, he has both the Father and the
Son." When one "goes too far" he "does
not abide" in the Lord's teaching. To add to
the Word of the Lord is to go too far, and
thus one is guilty of not abiding in His
teaching and loses God! That person who
abides in the teaching of Christ is one who
veers neither to the right nor the left of it.
He does not add anything to it. He regards
it as God's complete and sufficient
standard insofar as his life is concerned.
Adding to the Word of God is serious
business and results in the loss of God
Himself.

In Revelation 22:18 we find the
following words: "For I testify unto every
man that heareth the words of the prophesy
of this book, if any man shall add unto
these things. God shall add unto him the
plagues that are written in this book." What
book in all of the Bible has been more
abused than has the book of Revelation?
Men have added this and that --
speculation upon speculation -- all without
any proof whatsoever. Friend, be warned.
The same principle that applies to the
Revelation letter applies to any other part
of God's word. Take heed. God warns!

May we never be guilty of adding to the
word of God. Accept it as it is, "not as the
word of men, but as it is in truth, the word
of God, which also effectively works in
you who believe" (1 Thess. 2:13). Any
who seek to add the doctrines of men or
feign some new latter-day revelation stand
condemned of God and cursed in His sight.

4. One may take from His word. In
Deuteronomy 4:2, Moses said: "Ye shall
not add unto the word which I command
you, neither shall ye diminish ought from
it, that ye may keep the commandments of
the Lord your God which I command you.
" Then in Revelation 22:19, we read:
"And if any man shall take away from the
words of the book of this prophesy, God
shall take away his part out of the book of
life, and out of the holy city, and from the
things which are written in this book." The
prophet Jeremiah echoed the same
sentiment: ". . . all the words that I
command thee to speak unto them;
diminish not a word" (Jer. 26:2).

Our obedience to God must be complete.
God will never accept a partial obedience.
We need not think that we can please God
by altering, mutilating, adding to, or
substracting from His will. Jesus said: "Not
everyone who says to Me, Lord, Lord,
shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he
who does the will of my Father in heaven"
(Matt. 7:21). Doing the will involves all of
the will. Paul said: "For I have not shunned
to declare to you the whole counsel of
God" (Acts 20:27). Paul understood that
nothing was to be taken away or
substracted from God's word. He stated in
Acts 20:20: ". . . I kept back nothing that
was helpful. . . . " Friend, let us learn when
we take anything away from the revealed
will of God we sin!

5. One may substitutefor God's word. The
classic example of this would be Aaron's
two boys, Nadab and Abihu. This is found
in Leviticus 10:1-2. They "offered strange
fire before the Lord, which He commanded
them not." Just exactly what was involved
in this violation, I'm not definitely sure.
Perhaps it was taking the fire from the
wrong place (16:12) or maybe it involved
the incense also (Ex. 30:9). But one thing
I do know. Nadab and Abihu did that
"which he commanded them not. " We



learn that "fire is not fire" when the Lord
has specified a certain thing. We do not
hastily offer just any kind of service and
expect the Lord to accept it, for He will
not! He did not then and He will not today.

Other examples could be cited, such as
David transporting the ark and Uzzah
touching it and losing his life because of it.
Substitution is certainly involved here for
the things and ways of God (read 1
Chron. 13; 15:13; Num. 4:15; Exo.
25:14-15). Also the account of Naaman the
leper, who when told to dip seven times in
the river Jordan became wroth and thought
to substitute two others rivers that he
surmised "would do just as well." Had he
not gotten over his anger and listened to
reason and finally obeyed the commands
of God, he would have forever remained a
leper. Listen friend, it is no small thing to
substitute for God's word.

Brethren, look around you today.
Churches are substituting for God's word
in every realm; substituting human
institutions for God's divine institution, the
church, substituting the patterns of men for
God's pattern revealed in His will,
corrupting His worship by substituting the
things of men for the simple worship
outlined in His Holy will (Matt. 15:8-9).
The organization of our Savior's church is
prostrated before the world because
ungodly men who have no respect for His
way have substituted their own
organizational structures for His. I can
assure you brethren, a day of reckoning is
surely coming, and what a sad day it will
be for those who would tamper with God's
will.

We must never disobey God in any of
these five ways. God is dear to us and very
good to us, but He demands that we obey
Him in all things (Matt. 7:21;Heb.5:8-
9).Honesty and sincerity are honorable and
necessary, but they alone are not enough,
without obedience. God does not "wink at

ignorance" no matter how sincere one may
be (Acts 17:30). We must know God's will
and we must do God's will. Via: Guardian
of Truth XXIX: 22, pp. 682-683, 692
November 21, 1985

WHERE DO WE DRAW
THE LINE? (by R.J. Evans)

There has always been a dividing line
between right and wrong, truth and error,
good and evil, light and darkness-God's
side or the Devil's side. This line is set
forth in God's Word. We should always
seek to be on God's side. Thus, we are to
"draw the line" on the basis of what God
has told us in Scripture. In this article, let's
give the following some thought:

If we can comfortably sit through movies
that are filled with violence, sex, vulgarity
and profane language; if we can attend and
participate in parties where there is
drinking and dancing; if we can go to
public beaches where large crowds of
people are just several threads away from
being completely naked; if we can engage
in some of the same sinful activities as
those who are of the world-where do we
draw the line? Or, is there a line at all in
our lives? And, if so, is it so far in the
distance that it is no longer discernible,
even if we tried to find it? God, in His
Word, has told us to essentially "draw the
line" when we read Ephesians 5:11: "And
have no fellowship with the unfruitful
works of darkness, but rather expose
them." We are told "not to love the world
or the things in the world. If anyone loves
the world the love of the Father is not in
him. For all that is in the world-the lust of
the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride
of life-is not of the Father but is of the
world" (1 Jn. 2:15-16). 2 Corinthians
6:17 tells us to "Come out from among
them And be separate, says the Lord. Do
not touch what is unclean, And I will
receive you."

In the local church, where do we draw the

line? If we can fellowship, i.e., worship and work with fornicators, adulterers, the
covetous, idolaters, revilers, drunkards, extortioners-where do we draw the line? If we
can tolerate false doctrine and false teachers, "watered down" preaching and teaching,
unscriptural innovations and practices-where do we draw the line? Again, is it so far out
there, that for all practical intents and purposes, no such line exists-just about anything
goes? God has told us to "draw the line" in the local church. The Corinthian church had
been in fellowship with a brother who was a fornicator. After giving them instructions
as to what they were to do with him (1 Cor. 5:4-7), the Apostle Paul further instructed
them: "But now I have written to you not to keep company with anyone named a
brother, who is a fornicator, or covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or
an extortioner-not even to eat with such a person...Therefore 'put away from yourselves
that wicked person.'" (1 Cor. 5:11, 13). Those who teach false doctrine are to be
"marked," or as Paul instructs in Romans 16:17: "Now I urge you, brethren, note those
who cause divisions and offenses, contrary to the doctrine which you learned, and avoid
them." Paul said to "Preach the word!" which includes "the whole counsel of God" (2
Tim. 4:2; Acts 20:27). He instructed Titus to "Reject a divisive man after the first and
second admonition, knowing that such a person is warped and sinning, being self-
condemned" (Titus 3:10-11). Paul wrote the following to the Thessalonians: "But we
command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you withdraw from
every brother who walks disorderly and not according to the tradition which he received
from us" (2 Thess. 3:6).

If we fail to "draw the line"-then that means we are ignoring what the Bible teaches,
and as far as we are concerned, just about anything is allowed. When that happens we
have lost our distinctiveness from the world. We are no longer "His own special people"
(1 Pet. 2:9). It means we have become just like the rest of the world. We are to "shine
as lights in the world" (Phil. 2:15), but if there is no difference or distinction between
us and the world, our lights have gone out.

While it is true that there are areas of judgment, expediency, conscience, and personal
liberty (Acts 15:36-41; Rom. 14; 1 Cor. 8; 10:23-33; Gal. 5:6), there comes a time
when we must "draw the line". Where do YOU draw the line? Let us always stay within
the bounds (or lines) of Scripture-God's line. On which side of the line are you? On the
day of judgment, will you be on the right side or the left side? (See Matt. 25:31-46.)

Each of us should be living so as to be on
God's side of the line now and also on the
day of judgment. We close with the
following scriptures which set forth the
need for our being on the Lord's side of
truth and right: "Whoever transgresses and
does not abide in the doctrine of Christ
does not have God. He who abides in the
doctrine of Christ has both the Father and
the Son" (2 Jn. 9). "And now, little
children, abide in Him, that when He
appears, we may have confidence and not
be ashamed before Him at His coming" (1
Jn. 2:28).


