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Five Ways To Disobey God - by  Dennis Abernathy ,
Gladewater, Texas 

As we look around us today we see
disobedience on every hand. With
many, obedience seems to be a
thing of the past. Disobedience is in
evidence in homes, in the schools,
with regard to the civil authorities,
and even in the church of our Lord.
It may help to read such passages as
Ephesians 6:1-3; Romans 13:1-7
and Hebrews 13:17.
In Hebrews 5:8-9, the Hebrew

writer says that "though He was a
Son, yet He learned obedience by
the things which He suffered. And
having been perfected, He became
the author of eternal salvation to all
who obey Him." Salvation, then, is
predicated on obedience. One must
obey God; i.e., do His will. "Not
everyone who says to me, Lord,
Lord shall enter the kingdom of
heaven, but he who does the will of
my Father in heaven" (Matt. 7:21).
Let us now notice five ways in
which man disobeys God.
1. We may do what He has

forbidden us to do. Adam and Eve
were guilty of this very thing. "And
the woman said unto the serpent,

we may eat of the fruit of the trees
of the garden: But of the fruit of the
tree which is in the midst of the
garden, God hath said, ye shall not
eat of it, neither shall ye touch it,
lest ye die" (Gen. 3:2-3). Adam and
Eve knew God's will in this regard
(Eve stated it to the serpent), but
being deceived through the serpent's
lie, they did what God had
forbidden them to do. "And when
the woman saw that the tree was
good for food, and that it was
pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be
desired to make one wise, she took
of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and
gave also unto her husband with
her; and he did eat" (v. 6).
Another clear case of doing that

which God has forbidden is that of
Lot's wife. God's instructions are
given plainly in Genesis 19:17.
"And it came to pass, when they
had brought them forth abroad, that
he said: escape for thy life; look not
behind thee, neither stay thou in all
the plain; escape to the mountain,
lest thou be consumed." In verses
24-26 we read: "Then the Lord

rained upon Sodom and upon
Gomorrah brimstone and fire from
the Lord out of heaven; and He
overthrew those cities, and all the
plain, and all the inhabitants of the
cities, and that which grew upon the
ground. But his wife looked back
from behind him, and she became a
pillar of salt." Jesus said in Luke
17:32, "Remember Lot's wife." She
therefore become a monument of
warning for all time concerning
doing that which God has
forbidden.
Shall we leave out Jeroboam as

another example of this particular
kind of disobedience? Read 1
Kings 12:25-33. We have the
kingdom dividing with the two
tribes staying with Rehoboam, and
thereafter being referred to as Judah
and the ten tribes going away with
Jeroboam and being referred to as
Israel. Jeroboam knew what God
required of His people concerning
their religious activity and the feasts
and festivals that were to take place
at Jerusalem. He felt that if the
people were to go back up to
Jerusalem to do sacrifice that they
would be influenced to stay with
Rehoboam, so he devised a wicked
plan clearly involving things which
God had forbidden! He set up idols
(golden calves), making the same
claim for them that Aaron had made
for the golden calf at Mt. Sinai (Ex.
32:4). "Behold, thy gods, 0 Israel,
which brought thee up out of the

land of Egypt" (v. 28). He played
upon the longing of the people for
convenience by saying, "It is too
much for you to go up to
Jerusalem" (v. 28).
God had forbidden idols, and they

were to worship in Jerusalem in the
temple. The priests were to come
from the tribe of Levi and they were
to make their offerings on the altar
God had erected, and observe the
feast days which God had set up.
But Jeroboam changed everything!
Just here, it would be well for you
to read 2 Chronicles 11:13-17. The
tribe of Levi had rebelled against
the House of David with Jeroboam,
but when he devised his own
system of religion, and the Levites
were rejected and cast out, they
returned to Rehoboam and Judah.
As you read this account of

Jeroboam in 1 Kings 12, notice the
phrases: "He set," "he made," "he
offered,""so did he," "he placed,"
"which he had made," "he
ordained," "which he had devised of
his own heart." But God said, "and
this thing became a sin. . . " (v. 30).
One last example will suffice. The

young prophet we read of in 2
Kings 13 disobeyed God by doing
what God forbade him to do. They
both did what God said not to do
and they were punished for it.
When God directs us and forbids us
to do a certain thing, we peril our
very souls when we do it. Brethren,
take heed!



2. We may refuse or fail to do
what he has commanded. Jonah is
guilty of this very thing - at least
the first time the Lord appeared to
him. In Jonah 1:1-3, we read:
"'And the word of the Lord came
unto Jonah the son of Amittai,
saying, Arise, go to Nineveh, that
great city, and cry against it; for
their wickedness is come up before
me. But Jonah rose up to flee unto
Tarshish from the presence of the
Lord, and went down to Joppa; and
he found a ship going to Tarshish:
so he paid the fare thereof and went
down into it, to go with them unto
Tarshish from the presence of the
Lord." At this point, God clearly
outlined to the prophet Jonah what
He wanted him to do. But Jonah
refused to do it! God said go one
way and Jonah went the other. He
disobeyed God! You know what
happened to Jonah, and so after his
experience in the belly of the great
fish, God came to Him a second
time. God's instruction was the
same as it was at the first, but this
time the Bible says ". . . Jonah
arose, and went unto Nineveh,
according to the word of the Lord. .
." (Jon. 3:3).
Friend, Jonah refused to do what

he was commanded, because he did
not like the mission he was given.
He did not want the Assyrians
spared, and he knew that if they
heeded his preaching that God
would spare them (read 4:1-3).

Will we be guilty of refusing to do
what God says because we do not
like what He tells us to do?
Remember Jonah. He had to learn
some very valuable lessons and the
learning process was not too easy
for him.
One more example will be enough

on this point. Read I Samuel 15.
This is the account of Saul and
God's instructions to him
concerning the Amalekites. God's
instructions were clearly outlined to
Saul. "Now go and smite Amalek,
and utterly destroy all that they
have, and spare them not; but slay
both man and woman, infant and
suckling, ox and sheep, camel and
ass" (v. 3). But in verse 9, we see
Saul refusing to do what God had
commanded! "But Saul and the
people spared Agag, and the best of
the sheep, and of the oxen, and of
the fatlings, and the lambs, and all
that was good, and would not
utterly destroy them. . . . " Saul was
disobedient to the Lord and his
trying to "pass the buck" didn't help
him one bit. The Lord accepts no
excuses or alibis for disobedience.
Some may reason that it is alright to
do "part" of what God says, or
refuse or fail to do what He says as
long as the failure is well
intentioned, i.e. "to offer sacrifice."
But what does God say? "It
repenteth me that I have set up Saul
to be king: for he is turned back
from following me, and hath not

 performed my commandments. . . " (v. 11) Hath the Lord as great delight
in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the Lord?
Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of
rams. For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as
iniquity and idolatry. Because thou hast rejected the word of the Lord, He
hath also rejected thee from being king" (Vrs. 22-23). When we fail to do
what God has commanded, He sees us as stubborn and rebellious!
Now, let us read 1 John 2:3-6 - "Now by this we know that we know

Him, if we keep His commandments. He who says, 'I know Him,' and
does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him. He
who says he abides in Him ought himself also to walk just as He walked.
" That one who claims fellowship with God while refusing to do His will
is characterized as a liar and the truth is not in him. But whoever keeps
His word, truly the love of God is perfected in him. By this we know that
we are in Him. He who says he abides in Him ought himself also to walk
just as He walked." That one who claims fellowship with God while
refusing to do His will is characterized as a liar! It is one thing to "claim"
to know God and another thing altogether to actually know Him. Paul
writes of those who "profess that they know God; but by their works they
deny Him. . . " (Tit. 1: 16). **** Continued Next Week ****


