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The Book of Jonah, Fact or Fiction? - by Irvin Himmel ,
Temple Terrace, Florida

A favorite target of unfriendly
critics, the little book of Jonah
presents an interesting study.
Infidels, rationalists, modernists, and
innocent people who have been
misled by the so called "higher"
critics often refer to the narrative of
Jonah as a myth, a fairy tale, a
legend, or a piece of fiction. In a few
short paragraphs I offer some reasons
for concluding that the narrative of
Jonah is factual.

Jonah Was a Real Person
Like all the Old Testament

prophets, Jonah is introduced to the
readers of his book as an historical
figure, not an imaginary character.
He was the son of Amittai, just as
Isaiah was the son of Amoz, and
Jeremiah was the son of Hilkiah, etc.
Mentioned in one of the books of

Jewish history as a recognized
prophet, his home was Gath-hepher,
a town on the border of Zebulun
(Josh. 19:13). It is recorded in 2
Kings 14:25 that Jeroboam (son of
Joash) "restored the coast of Israel
from the entering of Harnatb unto the
sea of the plain, according to the
word -of the Lord God of Israel
which he spake by the hand of his

servant Jonah, the son of Amittai, the
prophet, which was of Gath-hepher."
If Jonah is to be viewed as an

imaginary character, so are the other
prophets and such kings as
Jeroboam. If the prophets and kings
of the Old Testament were not real
people, the whole Old Testament
must be mere fancy, and if the Old
Testament is not historical; the New
Testament certainly cannot be true.
To deny that Jonah was a real,
historical person is to deny the Bible
in its entirety.

Places Connected With Jonah
Were Real Places

The book of Jonah mentions the
cities of Ninevah, Joppa, and
Tarshish. No one can deny that cities
by these names existed. It is an
historical fact that Ninevah was a
"great city," just as the book of Jonah
represents it. Joppa, situated on the
coast of the Mediterranean Sea, was
a place where one could board a ship,
just as the book portrays that Jonah
did. It is a well known fact that
sudden storms often arise on the
Mediterranean, just as the book
reports that there arose a "miglity
tempest in the sea." It must be

admitted by the most severe critics of
Jonah that some things in the book
are factual.
If one admits that there is an

historical element in the book, why
not also admit that the whole account
could be factual?
Jesus Christ Endorsed the Great

Miracle
The one thing in the book of Jonah

to which the critics have objected
above all else is the miracle of the
prophet’s preservation in the belly of
the great fish. The book of Jonah
makes it clear that this was a
specially prepared fish: "Now the
Lord had prepared a great fish to
swallow up Jonah. And Jonah was in
the belly of the fish three days and
three nights" (1: 17).
Believing in an all-powerful God

who created life in its various forms,
I find no difficulty in accepting this
account. Would it be out of the
question for the omnipotent Creator
to "prepare" a fish capable of
swallowing a man whole? Would it
be too much for man's Creator to
make special arrangements to
preserve a man alive three days and
nights in the belly of a specially
prepared sea creature?
Here is where the real conflict

arises between rationalists and true
believers. The rationalist rejects
everything in the Bible, which he
cannot explain by human reason and
natural law. But when he takes out
the supernatural element, he removes
the whole foundation. If the Bible is
not a supernatural book, if God does
not possess supernatural power, if

Jesus is not a supernatural person-the
Bible is a farce from beginning to
end!
Jesus taught that the great object of

the book of Jonah was to record a
sign to the nation of Israel. When the
Pharisees asked him for a sign, Jesus
replied, "An evil and adulterous
generation seeketh after a sign; and
there shall no sign be given to it, but
the sign of the prophet Jonas: For as
Jonas was three days and three nights
in the whale's belly; so shall the son
of man be three days and three nights
in the heart of the earth. The men of
Ninevah shall rise in judgment with
this generation, and shall condemn it:
because they repented at the
preaching Of Jonas; and, behold, a
greater than Jonas is here" (Matt.
12:39-41).
In these statements Jesus affirmed

the historicity of the book of Jonah
and explained that the prophet's
experience in the great sea creature
signified that Christ would be buried
for the same length of time. If
Jonah's preservation was not real,
bow can one believe that Jesus' burial
and resurrection were real? If Jesus
did not actually die, and was not
buried, and did not arise, he cannot
be the Messiah, God's Son! If one
believes in Jesus he must believe the
miracle of Jonah's preservation in the
great fish.
It is understandable that atheists and

infidels would scoff at the book of
Jonah. It is the height of
inconsistency for one to profess to be
a believer in Jesus and then take the
position that Jonah is fiction. It is



incredible that Jesus would have
expected intelligent people to view a
fairy tale as a sign or prophetic
portrayal of one of the most
important events in history. - Via
TRUTH MAGAZINE XVII: 22, pp. 11-12
April 5, 1973

Christian “Jonahs” - By Mike
Willis 

In the story of Jonah, the Bible
account tells of God giving a
command for Jonah to "cry;' unto
Nineveh. Rather than obeying God's
command, Jonah boarded a ship to
Tarshish in an attempt to flee from
the presence of Jehovah. Of course,
the story continues to tell of the
storm that occurred and how that
Jonah was swallowed by a large fish
after the sailors cast him overboard.
After being vomited out on dry land,
Jonah went to Nineveh and preached.
The New Testament records the law

under which we live and teaches us
that we are responsible for all our
abilities (Matt. 25:14-30, esp. v. 15;
1 Cor. 4:1-2). There are many with
the ability to preach, lead singing,
teach classes, etc. who refuse to use
their abilities and thus, like Jonah,
run from their duty.
To those guilty of running from

responsibility, let this advice be
given: Do not depend upon God
performing a miracle to give you a
second chance as he did Jonah. In the
story of Lazarus and the rich man,
the rich man wanted to return to
preach to his five brothers but God
refused to let him (Lk. 16:27, 28).
In the Day of Judgment, do not be

condemned to hell for the sin of

Jonah! - Via  TRUTH MAGAZINE XIV:
11, p. 4 January 22, 1970

QUESTION AND ANSWER
My 8 year old grandson asked me a
question and I didn't know how to
answer him. Maybe you can help. Why
was Jesus dead 3 days before He rose?
Why not 1 day or 2 days? And what did
he do in that time, if anything? Thanks
for your help. God bless you! 

There are probably several answers that
could be given, but I'm going to focus on
one that your grandson will most likely
understand. I'll give you a bit more detail
that what he probably will want. Give
him a straight forward answer and when
he asks a few more questions, you should
have the material you need to answer
those questions as well.

When the Pharisees and Sadducees
became upset with Jesus, they began to
demand that Jesus prove that he was
from God (Matthew 16:1-4; Mark
8:10-13). The thing was, Jesus had done
an untold number of signs, many of them
done right in front of the Pharisees. He
had healed people, made paralyzed
people walk again, drove out demons,
and even restored dead people to life.
But to the Pharisees and Sadducees, none
of these signs were good enough. They
demanded a sign that was more
spectacular. Likely, even if Jesus gave
them what they were demanding, even
that would not be enough. They would
come back and demand something even
greater.

Thus Jesus sighed and refused their
demand, "A wicked and adulterous
generation seeks after a sign, and no sign
shall be given to it except the sign of the
prophet Jonah" (Matthew 16:4). It is not
that Jesus was going to stop doing
miracles. Jesus was saying that the Jews
would not recognize any of the signs that
he would be doing and he wasn't going to

 give them anything that they would recognize, except there would be one that even they
would be unable to ignore -- the sign of Jonah. 

At another point in time, Jesus explained what this sign would be: "For as Jonah was
three days and three nights in the belly of the great fish, so will the Son of Man be three
days and three nights in the heart of the earth" (Matthew 12:40).

The question is, why so long? The answer is simple. If it was shorter, people could
claim that "Oh, Jesus just fainted and when he woke up, he walked away." It would be
easy to say that for one day, but three days makes the claim sound awful lame. How
does a person recover from a three-day faint with no care while lying in a tomb? By
being in the grave for three days, God demonstrates to the world that Jesus was truly
dead.

Why not longer? Well, the body begins to decay as soon as you die, but it takes several
days before the decay becomes really severe. When Lazarus died and Jesus asked for
the tomb to be opened, Lazarus' sister objected, "Lord, by this time there is a stench, for
he has been dead four days" (John 11:39). 

One of the prophecies about Jesus was that God would care for him. "For You will not
leave my soul in Sheol, nor will You allow Your Holy One to see corruption" (Psalm
16:10). "Sheol" is the Hebrew word for the grave. Thus, there was a promise to be kept
that Jesus would not be buried so long that his body would decay. Three days is more
than enough time to prove he was truly dead, but just short of the time for extensive
decay.

Many people have looked at the evidence presented concerning Jesus' death and
resurrection. There is no escaping the fact that Jesus died and three days later he arose
and was seen alive. The evidence is too strong. Now, that doesn't stop people from still
refusing to believe the evidence; there are people who will tell you that black is white
just to be contrary. But honest people can't avoid the evidence. "Moreover, brethren, I
declare to you the gospel which I preached to you, which also you received and in which
you stand, by which also you are saved, if you hold fast that word which I preached to
you--unless you believed in vain. For I delivered to you first of all that which I also
received: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was

buried, and that He rose again the third
day according to the Scriptures" (I
Corinthians 15:1-4). 

Where did Jesus go during those three
days? Well, we know he told the one
thief on the cross, "Assuredly, I say to
you, today you will be with Me in
Paradise" (Luke 23:43). Paradise is the
part of the realm of the dead where good
people go after dying. Thus, we know
Jesus went to Paradise. Perhaps it was an
opportunity for him to rest after all the
difficulties he endured during his last
few days on earth. But we can't really
know because the Bible doesn't say. -
Via LaVista Website


