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What Is A Christian? - by H. Osby Weaver; Brady, Texas
Perhaps there has been no word more

misused and misapplied than the word
"Christian." While the name "Christian" is
used only three times in the New
Testament, yet the book sets forth,
throughout, the character of a Christian.
The word of the Lord also reveals the
necessary steps in becoming a Christian as
definitely as it depicts the character of a
Christian. It seems many have the strange
notion that God, while outlining the
standard of character for a Christian, has
left it up to the individual as to how he
becomes one and at what point he becomes
one.

There is a general conception that those
who practice good morals, according to a
common community standard, are
Christians. A man who is a good citizen,
generous with his time and money in favor
of community projects, pays his debts,
deals honestly in business, a good
neighbor, and treats his family right, is
considered to be a good Christian. Now, he
may be all of this, and not be a Christian at
all. We should not want to leave the
impression that one can be a Christian and
not have these good qualities, but one may
have them and not be a Christian. If this is
so, the reason must be obvious.
Christianity embraces more than morality.
Good morals are essential to but not the
equivalent of Christianity.

Let us notice the teaching of the New
Testament along this line. In Acts, chapter
10, we are introduced to a "man in

Caesarea called Cornelius, a centurion of
the band called the Italian band." Let us
analyze his character.

1. He was a "devout man." He no doubt
was devoted to the Roman Army since he
was a centurion, a position which would
favorably compare with that of a captain in
our present military machinery. He was
devoted to his family as the context clearly
reveals, but this is not the devotion under
consideration in this passage. This man
was devoted unto God. Devotion involves
"giving one's self wholly to some object or
cause." Cornelius was a sincere, religious
man giving himself to a cause which he
believed was right. He was doing the best
that he knew how.

2. He "feared God with all his house." A
man's house is his family. This man not
only respected God, but he taught his
family and servants to respect God. He was
a good family man.

3. He "gave much alms to the people"; a
benevolent man who had compassion on
those less fortunate than himself. His alms
were no mere pittance but were described
as "much."

4. He was a "just man." (Verse 22.) He
was known for his fairness and honesty.
The kind of man that could be trusted in
any kind of a business deal.

5. He was of "good report among the
Jews." This is no small recommendation. A
Roman officer commanding an occupation
force, stationed among the Jews who were
given to despising the Roman soldier, had

conducted himself in such a manner that he
had a "good report." A splendid reputation!

6. He "prayed to God always." A man of
faith exercising his faith in prayer. A
sincere, religious man indeed.

Do you know of anyone who excels this
man in moral goodness? Is there one
among us who will rise up and declare
himself better than Cornelius? With all our
vaunted estimates of selves, I doubt that
one could be found so void of humanity
and truth as to claim to be superior to
Cornelius in character. But in spite of all
his moral excellence, he was an unsaved
man. Yes, he was lost! Surely, he was a
religious man, sincere, prayerful,
benevolent, just, honest, devoted to job,
family, and above all, to God, but he was
lost. How do we know? In Acts 11:14 a
review of this incident was being given in
which it is said that 'Simon Peter was to
tell Cornelius "words whereby thou and all
thy house shall be saved." If Peter was to
tell Cornelius words by which he could be
saved, then he wasn't already saved. He
was a good moral man but unsaved. Good
morals alone did not make a Christian out
of Cornelius, and good morals alone will
not make a Christian out of you. It isn't
enough to argue that you are doing the best
you know how, so was Cornelius, but he
was lost. It isn't enough to say, "I know I
am saved, because I am sincere and honest
in my religion." So was Cornelius, but he
was unsaved, therefore you can be
religious, honest, sincere, prayerful doing
what at the time seems best, and still be
wrong. Here was a man that was all of that,
yet he was wrong, and as a result, he was
in an unsaved condition. Hence, you too,
can possess all the moral qualities which
he had and be in an unsaved condition.

What did Cornelius need in order that he
might be saved? He needed to hear the
words which Peter would speak unto him
when Peter came to his house. Before

Jesus went back to the Father, he told his
apostles, one of whom was Peter, that he
would send the Holy Spirit upon them for
the purpose of "guiding them into all
truth." (John 16:13.) In Acts 2 we learn
that the Holy Spirit did come upon the
apostles and "they began to speak as the
Spirit gave them utterance." At the time the
angel appeared to Cornelius, the apostles
were still speaking as the Spirit guided
them. God had a message for man to hear
and obey that he might be saved. God
wanted Cornelius saved just as He is "not
willing that any should perish" (2 Peter
3:9), but Cornelius had to be saved
according to the way which God had
appointed through the Spirit. That message
had been committed to "earthern vessels"
(2 Cor. 4:7), and the Spirit used these
earthen vessels (apostles to make known to
lost humanity the things which God has
appointed for man to do in order to be
saved. 'Cornelius was a 'good man, but he
has not obeyed the gospel of Christ. (2
Thess. 1:8.) He has not been born again of
the water and the Spirit. (John 3:5.) He
has not been baptized into the death of
Christ for the remission of his sins. (Rom.
6:3; Acts 2:38.) Therefore, he had not
appropriated the blood of Christ which
could cleanse him from all sin. (1 John
1:7.) In spite of his goodness, he was still
in the devil's kingdom, not having obeyed
from the heart that form of doctrine which
makes free from sin (Rom. 6:16-18), he
had never been translated out of the power
of darkness and into the kingdom of His
dear Son. (Col. 1:13.) His relationship was
still in the devil's family.

The same is true in regard to all others
who have never obeyed the gospel of
Christ and changed their relationship from
the devil's family to God's family. Moral
goodness in itself will not make the
change. - Via— The Gospel Guardian;
August 9th 1956,Vol.8, No.14, Pg.10



What Is A Christian? - by

Harry E. Ozment
This is a very simple question, isn't it?

Unfortunately the answer is not so simple.
Oh, don't mistake what I'm saying — the
answer would have been simple enough
had man left the answering to God! But
man didn't. And, as a result, there are many
human definitions of the word "Christian."

For example, some say that an American
is a Christian. Everything an American
does is attributed to Christianity. Now we
all know that there are citizens in every
nation who are Christians, but certainly not
all Americans are Christians. What about
the killers and kidnapers — they admit
being Americans, but I very seriously
doubt them claiming to be Christians.
Therefore, an American is not necessarily
a Christian.

Others assert that a good, moral person is
a Christian. I would be the first to admit
that in order to be a Christian, one must be
a good, moral person. This, however, is not
saying that merely a good, moral person is
a Christian. In fact, the Bible teaches that
morality in and of itself is not enough to
please God. In Acts 10 we read of a man
called Cornelius: "There was a certain man
in Caesarea called Cornelius, a centurion
of the band called the Italian band, a
devout man, and one that feared God with
all his house, which gave much alms to the
people, and prayed to God always." (vv. 1-
2) Now, look at the moral qualities of this
man:

(1) Devout 
(2) God-fearing
(3) Benevolent 
(4) Prayerful
My friend, any man you may venture to

ask (I care not who it is) would admit that
a person with the four qualities listed
above would be a good, moral person. But
Cornelius, even though he was a good,
moral person, was not yet pleasing to God.

Notice Acts 11:14: "Who (i.e., Peter) shall
tell thee words, whereby thou and all thy
house shall be saved." Cornelius had to
hear and obey the words which Peter spake
unto him (the gospel) before he could be
saved. Therefore, a good moral life is not
enough to make one a Christian.

Still others believe that if a person
belongs to a religious denomination, then
he is a Christian. These people believe that
attending some denomination is sufficient
evidence that one is devoted to and
following Christ — hence, a Christian.
However, it is not obedience unto Christ or
unto anything that God ever said that
makes one a member of a denomination.
Read that again! To illustrate, say to a
denominationalist: "If you will point out in
the Bible a passage obedience to which
will make me a member of your
denomination, I will do it and join your
denomination today." I guarantee you that
he cannot answer. There is not a single
denomination today that you can become a
member of and obey the Bible and the
Bible only. Try to become a Methodist and
you will end up holding the Bible in one
hand — and the Methodist Discipline in
the other. Try to become a Baptist and you
will end up holding the Bible in one hand
— and the Baptist Manual in the other.
And on and on and on. Division in the
religious world is sinful, and that which
promotes division (i.e., these human
creeds) is sinful. Paul said, "Now I beseech
you, brethren, by the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same
thing, and that there be no divisions among
you; but that ye be perfectly joined
together in the same mind and in the same
judgment."(I Cor. 1:10) Denomi-
nationalism thwarts the purpose and
growth of Christianity. Jesus said, "Every
plant, which my heavenly Father hath not
planted, shall be rooted up." (Matt. 15:13)
Therefore, a Christian is not a member of

 any denomination.
Yes, man has many ideas about what a Christian is — and all of them are wrong. There

is one Person, however, to whom we can go and get the correct definition of a Christian.
This person was the One who formulated the name "Christian": "Even unto them will I
give a name better than of sons and daughters: I will give them an everlasting name, that
shall not be cut off." (Isa. 56:5) We are speaking, of course, of God.

God has defined the name "Christian" in Acts 11. Notice with me what a Christian really
is:

(1) One that hears "preaching" concerning "the Lord Jesus." (v. 20) Before a person can
be Christian, he must hear with an open mind the gospel. Paul said, "For I am not ashamed
of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to everyone that
believeth." (Rom. 1:16) If we close our minds and reject the gospel, then we have spurned
God's only power to save us. Let it not be said of anyone today what was said of the Jews
by Jesus: "For this people's heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and
their eyes they have closed; lest at any time they should see with their eyes, and hear with
their ears, and should understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I should
heal them." (Matt. 13:15)

(2) One that "believes." (v.21) The inspired writer said in Heb. 11: 6, "But without faith
it is impossible to please Him." If we don't love God enough to believe in Him and to
believe what He has revealed to us, then we don't deserve to wear the name "Christian."
It is impossible to be a "Christian Atheist" (as Thomas Altizer has claimed to be). The
term is paradoxical and makes no sense whatever. Jesus said, "For if ye believe not that
I am he, ye shall die in your sins," (Jn. 8:24).

(3) One that "turns unto the Lord." (v. 21) It is impossible to please God and be a
Christian without being converted. Peter said in Acts 3:19, "Repent ye therefore, and be
converted, that your sins may be blotted out." In conversion, a man's allegiance is changed
through confession (Matt. 10:32-33; Rom. 10:10); and a man's relationship is changed
through baptism (Col. 1:12-14; 2:12).

Until all of these phases of a man are changed by these means, a man has not been
converted, is not pleasing to God, and cannot wear the name "Christian."

(4) One that "cleaves unto the Lord." (v. 23) A person is not a true Christian unless he
remains faithful to Christ as a member of His body, the church. Jesus said, "Go ye
therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Ghost: teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded
you;" (Matt. 28:18-19) Many so-called "Christians" want to forget about observing all
things. They want to forget about attending every service of the church (Heb. 10:25; Tit.
3:1); they want to forget about visiting the lost (Jas. 5:20); they want to forget about
working in the church (II Tim. 2:21); they want to forget about living godly lives (Tit.
2:11-12). But God will have no part of such a person: "I know thy works, that thou art
neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot. So then because thou art lukewarm and
neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth." (Rev. 3:16-17) A person who does
not have enough love for Christ to cleave unto Him is not worthy to wear the name
"Christian." These people in Antioch (of whom the inspired writer is speaking in Acts 11)
had fulfilled these four qualifications and were therefore recognized by God as Christians:
"And the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch." (v. 26) God has answered our
question, and His answer is infallible. Let the ideas of man perish, and let God's will
prevail! - 423 Donelson Pike, Nashville, Tenn. 37214 Via - The Gospel Guardian,
March 14th 1968  Vol.19,No.44,Pg.2 


