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The Matchless Love of Jesus - by  Steve Wallace 
The Word of God tells of the

matchless love of Christ which we
celebrate in song. Indeed the Bible's
portrayal of the love of Christ is one
which shows it to be unlike any love
known to man. We could examine
Christ's love from the standpoint of
the effects it has had on mankind
where it has provoked change of life,
devotion, praise, sacrifice, and
wonderful works. However, such
effects, no matter how marvelous, are
only reactions to this unique love.
Therefore, let us look at some things
that the Bible says about it and,
though dealing with a broad subject
within a limited space, seek to know
more about the matchless love of
Jesus.

1. The background of his coming.
God had loved Israel "with an
everlasting love" (Jer. 31:3) and
could say in the book at the end of the
Old Testament canon, "I have loved
you" (Mal. 1:2). However, his love
was generally not requited. On the
contrary, his people had largely
rejected him in various ways
throughout their history (Hos. 3:1f;
Heb. 3:7-11; Matt. 21:33-44).
Rightly does Isaiah write that "all we
like sheep have gone astray" (Isa.
53:6). Through all this "God, willing

to show his wrath (e.g., Sodom and
Gomorrah, the flood, the Babylonian
captivity), and to make his power
known, endured with much
longsuffering (i.e., he showed his
love, Eph. 4:2) the vessels of wrath
fitted to destruction" (Rom. 9:22).
Having shown love for mankind
through all its tragic history, God
made the greatest demonstration of
his love: he "so loved the world, that
he gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should
not perish, but have everlasting life"
(Jn. 3:16). Where on earth can one go
to find such an example of love? The
matchless love of Christ had its roots
in a similarly matchless love.

2. His life. Love gives (Jn. 3:16)
and Jesus' life was a life of giving, a
life of love. Though he existed in the
"form of God," Jesus "emptied
himself, taking the form of a servant,
being made in the likeness of men"
(Phil. 2:6-7, ASV). "He came to his
own, and his own received him not"
(Jn. 1:11). Undaunted by the enemies
he made, he "went about doing good"
(Acts 10:38). Summing up his work,
"The blind receive their sight, and the
lame walk, the lepers are cleansed,
and the deaf hear, the dead are raised
up, and the poor have the gospel

preached to them" (Matt. 11:5). He
taught that man's primary obligation
is to "love the Lord thy God with all
thy heart, and with all thy soul, and
with all thy mind" and to "love thy
neighbor as thyself " (Matt. 22:37-
39) and exemplified such love for all
to see by his good works and by his
keeping God's commandments (Jn.
14:15). Though tempted, he "did no
sin, neither was guile found in his
mouth" (1 Pet. 1:22). The life that he
lived is without parallel; the love he
exemplified is matchless!

3. His last day. We see our Savior's
matchless love from another
perspective when we study some of
the last deedsof his life. "Having
loved his own which were in the
world, he loved them unto the end"
(Jn. 13:1). With the humiliation and
pain of the cross looming up before
him, he humbled himself, washing his
disciples' feet as an ex-ample to them
(Jn. 13:15-16). As he was being led
to Calvary, bloodied by the beating he
had just received, he refused the
sympathy of women who followed
him choosing rather to sympathize
with them (Lk. 23:27-31). In spite of
the intense pain he must have felt as
he hung on the cross, his thoughts
were of others: he prayed for his
executioners, spoke salvation to one
of the thieves, and saw to the care of
his mother  (Lk. 23:34,39-
43;Jn.19:25-27). "When he was
reviled, (he) reviled not again; when
he suffered, he threatened not" (1 Pet.
2:23). Through it all, he was the
picture of perfect love. We search in
vain for such an example in all the

pages of all the books that have ever
been written, save one: The Bible.
"Oh what love, matchless love."

4. His death. This sacrifice would
be incomplete if we failed to note
what the Bible says about our Lord's
death. He said, "No man taketh (my
life) from me, but I lay it down of
myself. I have power to lay it down,
and I have power to take it again" (Jn.
10:18). Jesus chose to lay down his
life. "Hereby know we love, because
he laid down his life for us" (1 Jn.
3:16, ASV). "But he was wounded for
our transgressions, he was bruised for
our iniquities: the chastisement of our
peace was upon him; and with his
stripes we are healed. All we like
sheep have gone astray; we have
turned every one to his own way; and
the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity
of us all" (Isa. 53:5-6). "For when we
were yet without strength, in due time
Christ died for the ungodly. For
scarcely for a righteous man will one
die: yet peradventure for a good man
some would even dare to die. But God
commendeth his love toward us, in
what while we were yet sinners,
Christ died for us . . . when we were
enemies, we were reconciled to God
by the death of his Son" (Rom., 5:6-
10). Satan once said, "Skin for skin,
yea, all that a man hath will he give
for his life" (Job 2:4). It was love that
caused Christ to overcome man's
natural aversion to dying, a love not
quenched by the long history of man's
rebellion against God nor by the
treachery which surrounded his death.
"Oh what wondrous love I see freely
shown for you and me!"



5. How should we then live? Love
begets love (Jn. 15:9; 1 Jn. 3:16).
Therefore, we should strive at "having
the same love" Christ has shown us
(Phil. 2:1-2). I suggest the following
applications of his love to our lives:
• We should love Christ's body, the

church (Eph. 5:25). He gave
himself for it and we should do our
part to keep it as he would have it,
without "spot, or wrinkle, or any
such thing" (Eph. 5:27).

• We should love the truth which
Jesus died to give man (Heb. 9:14-
23; Jn. 8:32; 14:23; Gal. 5:6).

• We should love our brethren (Phil.
2:1-2; 1 Jn. 3:16; 4:7).

• We should love the lost (Jn. 3:16;
Rom. 5:8).

• Husbands should love their wives
as "Christ also loved the church,
and gave himself for it" (Eph.
5:25).

• We should cultivate love's
wonderful character so that it
becomes a part of our personality (1
Cor. 13:4-8).

• We should love our enemies (Matt.
5:43-48; Lk. 23:34).

Conclusion
Christ's love is without comparison.

Nothing which we might allow to
influence us in this world can
approach matching the one-of-a-kind
love we find in Jesus, and our greatest
endeavors are worthless without love
(1 Cor. 13:1-3). May we all give
ourselves to him because of the "love
that will not let me go" and be
"constrained" by it to walk closer to
him each day (2 Cor. 5:14). Brethren,
"keep yourselves in the love of God"

(Jude 21). ---- Via Guardian of
Truth XXXVIII No.23, p. 13-14
December 1, 1994

Loving God and Man - by
Randy Harshbarger

Why do you serve the Lord? What
motivates you in your service to the
Master? Do you serve out of fear? Do
you feel compelled to "do all the right
things" because you feel guilty if you
refuse? Do you wonder how can you
move beyond a "having to mentality"
and acquire the right attitude and
motivation in your service to God?
John said: "There is no fear in love:
but perfect love casteth out fear,
because fear hath punishment; and he
that feareth is not made perfect in
love" (1 Jn. 4:18). Fear is used in at
least two ways. One, all Christians are
to fear God (i.e., we are to reverence,
honor, and praise him). As children of
God, we seek to please our heavenly
Father. But, we do not serve God out
of terror or dread. Yes, we need to
take seriously the potential of sin as
we contemplate the judgment. Yet,
our confidence in the Lord eliminates
the spirit of slavish dread. Mature
love casts that kind of fear away. Now
the question is, how can we have that
kind of love?

Again John said: "Beloved, let us
love one another: for love is of God;
and every one that loveth is begotten
of God, and knoweth God" (1 Jn.
4:7). Love finds its origin in God and
we, his people, must love in return.
Love is tied to being born again. Love
so vividly describes what a Christian
is all about, that it constitutes proof of
one's obedience and devotion to the

 Lord. Paul said: "But the fruit of the Spirit is love" (Gal. 5:22). Love is that leading
principle of the heart that springs from knowing that God loves us; we then, love others
(1 Jn. 4:18). Paul exemplified this in his desire to preach. He told the Romans (1:14-16)
that he was ready to preach the gospel to them. He was in debt to God and therefore felt
keenly his debt to others. To preach was his privilege, but it also was his passion!

Jesus spoke about the importance of love. "But the Pharisees, when they heard that
he had put the Sadducees to silence, gathered themselves together. And one of them, a
lawyer, asked him a question, trying him: Teacher, which is the great commandment in
the law? And he said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the great and first commandment. And
a second like unto it is this, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two
commandments the whole law hangeth, and the prophets" (Matt. 22:34-40). It is
interesting that this episode took place during the last week of Jesus' life on earth. He
was under constant attack from the Pharisees and Sadducees, yet, he still spoke about
love, the basis for all we do and say. The Jews tried to set aside some of the laws of
Moses. They also believed that if a man kept one law perfectly that his obedience would
be accepted as obedience to all the laws. But, which law was the most important one to
keep?

Jesus said that man should love God with all his heart, soul, and mind. That is, the
entirety of one's being must be wrapped up in loving God. Man's affections and desires
must be fixed on God. The intellectual powers one possesses must be utilized in loving
God. The best man has to offer must be used to honor and promote the glory and honor
of God. Love sums it all up!

There seems to be an allusion to the Ten Commandments in this section of Matthew,
but, how does love sum up one's duty to God and relate to the Old Law? When a man
loves God with all his heart, soul, and mind, he does not have to choose as to whether
he will or will not take God's name in vain. The choice has already been made about
having no other gods or graven images. Our conduct toward God is regulated by our
love.

But, our love for man is also regulated by love. The man who loves his neighbor as
he should will not kill, or steal his neighbor's wife, or bear false witness, or covet. In
these two summary statements, Jesus covers the entire law. On these two great
commandments the entire law and all the prophets hang. No part of God's law can be
set aside, but love is the fulfillment of God's law.

Love is a good test for all Christians. Do we love God? Yes, we say, but do we love
to study God's word? Do we love to pray to God? Do we love to assemble with saints
to worship God? Are we willing to help our brothers who are in need? What about our
neighbors and even our enemies? God demonstrated his love for us by sending his Son
to die. We can talk about loving God all we want, but when will we act in service to God
and man?

A life of love for God and man reduces the selfishness that is often prevalent in our
lives. True love for God and man begins to demonstrate our faithfulness and concern for
the things of God. To love God and man glorifies our heavenly Father and calls men to
the Christ. Let us do so with all our heart, soul, and mind. ---- Via Guardian of Truth
XXXVII: 17, p. 14 September 2, 1993

“LOVE OF GOD AND MAN - THE BASIS OF THE TEN COMMANDMENTS”


