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Church History: The Restoration- Part Two - byAude McKee
Madison, TN 

A. Thomas Campbell (1763-1854).
1. Thomas Campbell was a preacher in

the Seceder branch of the
Presbyterian Church.

a. He was in poor health and came to
America for relief.

b. He arrived in Philadelphia in the
spring of 1807. He presented
himself to the Synod and was
assigned to the Chartires
P r e s b y t e r y  i n  w e s t e r n
Pennsylvania.

c. He soon found himself preaching
things contrary to Presbyterian
doctrine.

d. The Synod had several meetings to
consider Campbell's heresy and
finally on September 13, 1808, he
was suspended from his ministerial
office.

2. Campbell continued to preach in
homes of friends, school houses, in
the open, etc. In one of these
meetings he closed his sermon with
these words. "Where the Bible
speaks, we speak, and where the
Bible is silent, we are silent."

a. When he sat down, there was
silence. Then Andrew Munro
spoke: "Mr. Campbell, if we adopt
that as a basis, then there is an end
to infant baptism." Campbell
replied: "If infant baptism be not
found in the Scriptures, we can
have nothing to do with it."

3. In 1809, this band of believers
formed themselves into the I
'Chr i s t i an  Asso c ia t io n of
Washington." Campbell then wrote
the "Declaration and Address" in
which he set forth the famous
slogan, "In faith, unity; in opinion,
liberty; in all things, charity."

B. Alexander Campbell (1788-1866).
1. Alexander was born in Northern

Ireland and was 20 years old when
hisfather sent for the family to come
to America. They first tried to make
the trip in 1808 but the ship was
wrecked. They finally arrived in N.
Y. in 1809.

a. Upon being reunited with his
father, and having read the
Declarat ion and Address,
Alexander resolved to devote his
life to studying the word and
proclaiming it.

b. In 1810, the Brush Run
meetinghouse was built and here
he preached his first sermon.

2. Soon the subject of baptism began
to trouble Campbell. He made an
intense study of it and concluded
that infants were not subjects of
baptism, that the action was
immersion, and that the confession
the Eunuch made must precede it
rather than the Baptist practice of
telling an experience.

a. Campbell found a Baptist

preacher, Matthias Luce, who was
willing to baptize him.

b. When the day came, June 12,
1812, six others also asked to be
baptized.

c. Soon practically the entire Brush
Run church had followed suit.

3. Being baptized made the Brush Run
church both friends and enemies -
enemies among the Presbyterians
and friends among the Baptists.

a. They were invited to join the
Redstone Association of Baptist
C h u r c h e s .  A f t e r  m u c h
consideration they agreed to accept
the invitation provided they be
"allowed to teach and preach
whatever they learned from the
Holy Scriptures."

b. At first Campbell was held in high
esteem by the Baptists and he
defended their cause (immersion)
against two Presbyterians in debate
- John Walker and W.L. McCalla.
In the Walker debate, Campbell
introduced the idea that baptism is
for the remission of sins and in the
McCalla debate he pressed this
truth in order to show that infants
cannot be baptized since they have
no sin. Shortly thereafter he
declared that "baptism was never
designed for, nor commanded to
be administered to, a member of
the church." This brought him into
conflict with the Baptists.

4. The wedge between Campbell and
the Baptists was also driven by his
famous "Sermon on the Law."

a. Campbell was tried for heresy by
the Redstone Association. He was
acquitted but wearied with strife
the Brush Run Church withdrew
and joined the Mahoning Baptist
Association in 1823.

b. By 1830, those who made up the

Mahoning Association agreed on
its unscripturalness and so they
met and dissolved it.

c. When the break between Campbell
and the Baptists came, Campbell
said: "We have always sought
peace, but not peace at war with
truth. We are under no necessity to
crouch, to beg for favor, friendship
or protection. Our progress is is
onward, upward and resistless.
With the fear of God before our
eyes, with the example of the
renowned worthies of all ages to
stimulate our exertions, with love
to God and man working in our
bosoms, and immortality in
prospect, we have nothing to fear,
and nothing to lose that is worth
possession."

d. Campbell was charged with
starting another denomination. He
wrote: "But a restoration of the
ancient order of things is all that is
contemplated by the wise disciples
of the Lord, as it is agreed that this
is all that is wanting to the
perfection, happiness, and glory of
the Christian community. To
contribute to this is our most
ardent desire - our daily inquiry
and pursuit. Now in attempting
this, it must be observed that it
belongs to every individual and to
every congregation of individuals
to discard from their faith and their
practice every thing that is not
found written in the New
Testament of the Lord and Savior,
and to believe and practice
whatever is there enjoined. This
done, and everything is done
which ought to be done."

II. Growth and Uniting of Forces.
A. We have dwelt with the problems

and opposition that the restorers



faced, but the other side of the
picture is bright.

1. The truths that were being taught
were readily grasped by the average
person. People were anxious to
discard the creeds of men, ready to
abandon the churches of men, and
be Christians and Christians only.

2. People began to embrace New
Testament Christianity by the
thousands. Entire groups of
denominational people were
baptized for the remission of sins.
One preacher reported 550 baptized
in six months; another baptized 338
in six weeks; another assisted 222 to
obey the gospel in 100 days, Walter
Scott baptized 1,000 people in one
year.

3. The N. Y. Baptist Register of 1830
said that "one half of the Baptist
Churches in Ohio had embraced this
sentiment." One Baptist preacher
wrote to Campbell and said that he
had traveled 2500 miles and had
only found four Baptist preachers
who had not been "corrupted."

B. There were two mighty groups of
people who pled for a return to the
ancient order of things in the same
part of the country.

1. Barton W. Stone and Alexander
Campbell met for the first time in
1824. They discussed their
differences and found them to be
minor. They held each other in high
esteem.

2. In 1831, both groups met in
Georgetown, KY for one week.
Raccoon John Smith, at this
meeting, delivered one of the
greatest speeches of his fife. "God
has but one people on the earth. He
has given to them but one Book,
and therein exhorts and commands
them to be one family. A union such

as we plead for - a union of God's
people on that one Book - must
then, be practicable. Every Christian
desires to stand in the whole will of
God. The prayer of the Savior, and
the whole tenor of his teaching,
clearly show that, it is God's will
that his children should be united.
To the Christian, then such a union
must be desirable. Therefore the
only union practicable or desirable
must be based on the word of God
as the only rule of faith and
practice. . . . For several years past
I have stood pledged to meet the
religious world, or any part of it, on
the ancient gospel and order of
things as presented in the Book.
This is the foundation on which
Christians once stood, and on it they
can, and ought, to stand again. From
this I can not depart to meet any
man in the wide world. While, for
the sake of peace and Christian
union, I have long since waived the
public maintenance of any
speculation I may hold, yet not one
gospel fact, commandment, or
promise, will I surrender for the
world. Let us then, brethren, be no
longer Campbellites, or Stoneites,
or New Lights, or Old Lights, or
any other kind of lights, but let us
all come to the Bible, and the Bible
alone, as the only Book in the world
that can give us all the light we
need."

III. Conclusion:
A. All of this was done by a group of

men determined to sow nothing but
the pure seed of the kingdom.

B. When pure seed is sown it is bound
to reproduce after its own kind.

C. The gospel of Jesus Christ is the seed
of the kingdom (Luke 8:11). When
this seed was planted in the hearts of

 honest men and women in the New Testament period, it produced Christians. By the
preaching of the word, churches of Christ were established in every major city of the
Roman Empire.

D. And so, by the preaching of the gospel, the church of the Lord was restored to the
world.

E. May we realize that the hope of the world in this 20th century, is the same gospel.
God help us to believe it, obey it, and then preach it to every creature under heaven.
----- Via  Guardian of Truth XXXII: 23, pp. 718-719, 724-725 December 1,
1988

This list was taken from a posting by Whit Sasser:
The greatest Joy.......Giving
The greatest loss......Loss of self-respect
The most satisfying work... .... Helping others
The ugliest personality trait....... Selfishness
The most endangered species....... Dedicated leaders
Our greatest natural resource........ Our youth
The greatest "shot in the arm"... ..... Encouragement
The greatest problem to overcome ........ Fear
The most effective sleeping pill ......... Peace of mind.  
The most crippling failure disease ........Excuses
The most powerful force in life .......Love
The most dangerous pariah .........A gossiper
The world's most incredible computer ........The brain
The worst thing to be without .......Hope
The deadliest weapon........The tongue
The two most power-filled words ........"I Can"

The greatest asset .... ....
Faith
The most worthless
emotion ........Self-pity
The most beautiful attire
........ Smile
The most prized
possession.........Integrity
The most powerful
channel of communication
.......Prayer
The most contagious spirit
.... Enthusiasm 
By Anonymous


