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NO OFFICE OF POPE IN THE SCRIPTURES -  By
David J. Riggs *** Continued From Last Weeks Bulletin)

The Scriptures teach that the wife
is subject to her husband as the
church is to Christ.  Just as the
wife is subject to only one
head--her husband, the church is
subject to only one head--Christ. 
Just as the husband does not send a
substitute or vicar to rule over his
wife, Christ does not authorize a
vicar to rule over His body, the
church.

The church is often compared to
the human body in the Scriptures. 
The members of the church are
represented as the various parts of
the body. Christ is always said to
be the head. (See 1 Cor. 12:12-27;
Eph. 1:22-23; 4:15-16).  Our
question is: "What part of the body
is the Pope?" Also, "How does one
get the idea of a sub-head into the
body?" 

In Eph. 4:11-12, Paul lists the
officers of the church over which
Christ is the head, "And he himself
gave some men as apostles, and
some as prophets, others again as
evangelists, and others as pastors
and teachers, in order to perfect the

saints for a work of ministry, for
building up the body of Christ..." 
Paul lists: apostles, prophets,
evangelists, pastors, and teachers,
but no Pope.  Definitely, this
would have been a logical place to
mention the office of Pope, but
alas, it is not there.  He lists the
offices which are clearly
established in the Scriptures both
here and elsewhere.  However,
both here and elsewhere,
there is absolutely no mention of a
Pope.  There is no mention of any
of the other names by which the
Pope is addressed.  As we
mentioned, the only time the term,
"Holy Father" is found, it is used
of God Himself (John 17:11). 
Notice that in Eph. 4:11-12 those
offices were given for the
perfecting of the saints and
building up of the body.  Thus, the
office of Pope adds nothing to the
perfection of the saints or
edification of the body.  It adds
nothing because it comes from man
rather than God.

Since there is no mention of the

office of the Pope, or any of the
many other names which the Pope
has assumed (Supreme Pontiff,
Vicar of Christ, Holy Father), we
must conclude that such an office
does not exist.  If the office does
not exist, Peter could not have been
placed into that office, and there
could be no successors to that
office.  As we mentioned, the
nearest thing to one claiming to
take the place of God is the "man
of sin" revealed in Paul's prophecy
of the great apostasy. We quote it
in full here, and encourage you to
read and study it carefully. 

"Let no one deceive you in any
way, for the day of the Lord will
not come unless the apostasy
comes first, and the man of sin is
revealed, the son of perdition, who
opposes and is exalted above all
that is called God, or that is
worshiped, so that he sits in the
temple of God and gives himself
out as if he were God.  Do you not
remember that when I was still
with you, I used to tell you these
things?  And now you know what
restrains him, that he may be
revealed in his proper time.  For
the mystery of iniquity is already at
work; provided only that he who is
at present restraining it, does still
restrain, until he is gotten out of
the way.  And then the wicked one
will be revealed, whom the Lord
Jesus will slay with the breath of
his mouth and will destroy with the

brightness of his coming.  And his
coming is according to the working
of Satan with all power and signs
and lying wonders, and with all
wicked deception to those who are
perishing.  For they have not
received the love of truth that they
might be saved.  Therefore God
sends them a misleading influence
that they may believe falsehood,
that all may be judged who have
not believed the truth, but have
preferred wickedness."

The Papacy has already fulfilled
the prophecy, for it agrees in all the
following points:

1. It has one official man as it
head, and the arrogance of its
claims are centered in him.

2. That man came with and out
of an apostasy, the very kind the
apostles describe elsewhere (1
Tim. 4:1-3; Acts 20:28-31; 2 Pet.
2:1-3).

3. He exalts himself against all
that is called God; i.e., he is
addressed by terms (Pope,
Supreme Pontiff, Holy Father, etc.)
which belong only to God.

4. He sits in the temple of God,
i.e., his sphere of dominion is in
the church.

5. His appearance was hindered
by some force in Paul's time (2
Thess. 2:6-7); i.e., when the
bishops of Rome began to assert
power, they were in conflict with
the Roman civil government which
dominated and persecuted;



however, when the Roman empire
collapsed, the Roman church
became powerful.

6. The mystery of iniquity was
already working in Paul's day (2
Thess. 2:7) and would continue
until the Lord's coming (2 Thess.
2:8).

7. The Lord shall destroy him
with the brightness of His coming
(2 Thess. 2:8).  Only by a
continual succession of these men
of sin could be this possible.

8. The apostasy would produce
fraudulent miracles, signs and
wonders; i.e., supposed cures
brought about by relics and
shrines.

9. The whole system is perfected
through people's lack of love for
truth (2 Thess. 2:10); i.e.,
Catholics do not love and respect
the holy Scriptures as the only
authority in religion, but rely on
the Pope along with the Scriptures.

This is a serious matter.  Eternity
is involved.   Please ask yourself
these questions: "Am I following
the man of sin of the great apostasy
or, am I following Christ?"  "Have
I been building my hope of heaven
on the false assumption that the
Pope is the Vicar of Christ?"  We
hope you will turn from that false
assumption and become a simple
New Testament Christian, a
follower of Christ and none other,
a member of Christ's church, and
nothing else.

*** WATCH OUT THE WAY
YOU DRIVE YOUR CAR IS NOT
THE ONLY THING THAT CAN

BE RECALLED BY ITS
MAKER” ***

*** DOING THE RIGHT THING
IS NOT ALWAYS THE MOST
POPULAR THING, BUT IT IS
ALWAYS THE RIGHT THING

TO DO. ***

Despise Not God’s Word ---

- By S. Leonard Tyler
Solomon wrote a long time ago,

“Whoso despiseth the word shall be
destroyed: but he that feareth the
commandment shall be rewarded . . .
. Good understanding giveth favor:
but the way of transgressors is hard .
. . . A wicked messenger falleth into
mischief: but a faithful ambassador is
health” (Prov. 13:13,15,17).

Most of the difficulties and
differences in religion today could be
solved or settled by a proper attitude
toward the word of the Lord. Solomon
could have had more in mind in his
statement than just God’s word, but it
definitely is included and seems to be
the primary thought. To me, it has
direct reference to God’s word and
commandments. The “honor” must
refer to both man and God. To respect
the advice of wise men will bring
honor from them. The same is true
with God. But to despise either is
disrespecting and dishonoring toward
them. Adam Clark, in his commentary
on Proverbs, makes, this observation:
“The revelation which God has given
to man — ‘shall be destroyed,’ for
there is no other way of salvation but
that which it points out.” This is a

 very true observation of God’s word.
The conclusion and consequences are here given of two choices which

express two attitudes. “Whoso despiseth the word” and “he that feareth the
commandment.” The contrast is absolute. To despise the word is to disrespect,
refuse to reverence, or reject its authority. To “fear,” as here used, means to
respect, revere, to regard with love and honor, accept. To “despise” the word of
God is to refuse it as being from God and/or to reject its message,
commandments, or direction.

We are living in an age and society where all established religious truths are
looked upon with scorn and distaste. “Orthodoxy” of any kind is considered
trite in nature and narrow in application. Those who teach a true commitment
and fidelity to any established rule or standard of measurement for a life style
are classified as “legalists” or “behind the times,” or seeking to become
“judges. ” Yet, the Book of God claims to be from God and to reveal His eternal
and divine will for man’s salvation. To reject or “despise” this claim is a blatant
refusal to accept God’s revelation.

The attitude most emphasized from Genesis to the close of Revelation is that
of absolute trust and unwavering devotion to the will of Go4 which the Bible
claims to set forth. To reject the Bible as being inspired, the veryword of God,
is to reject God, Christ, the Holy Spirit, and every divine principle or revelation
set forth. A rejection of God’s will is a rejection of God. This leaves man to his
own will, plans, and design for life. However, and what a tragedy it is, such an
attitude towards God and His will robs man of every spiritual blessing or
aspiration he has. It leaves man a barren, unprofitable, spiritless mortal and robs
him of every hope of living after death. He becomes his own God or accepts
some other creature’s philosophical theory of man’s evolving from nothing to
live and return to nothing. If that is education, wisdom and progress, I don’t
want “none” (any) of it. But thanks be to God that is not education, wisdom or
progress!

Look at these terms: “feareth the commandment . . . . Good understanding .
. . faithful ambassador.” These expressions promise blessings, rewards, favor,
and health. These are for the ones who look to God for guidance and direction,
and who faithfully accept and adapt them to practice. They keep God’s
commandments with love. They understand God’s will and gladly grasp it by
faith. They arise with zeal and tell others of God’s way.

We believe that God is alive. Jesus Christ is His only begotten Son who came
to this earth, lived, died, was buried, arose from the dead, ascended back to the
Father, and then sent the Holy Spirit to reveal and confirm His word so that it
could be understood for man’s salvation. We believe it, love it, obey it, and
teach it for the salvation of man. All men “whosoever” will hear, believe, and
accept it — have life.---- Via  Guardian of Truth XXIX: 12 p. 353 June 20,
1985


