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IGNORANCE OR DISHONESTY?
By Jerry C. Brewer

When those who claim to be God's
preachers teach things that are
contrary to His word, they are either
ignorant of His word or dishonest in
their teaching. There is no middle
ground - no third alternative.

For instance, when a preacher tells
you that, "One church is as good as
another," he is either ignorant of what
the Bible teaches about the church, or
he is deliberately dishonest in what
he says. He is either ignorant of the
consequences of his statement or he
is deliberately deceiving you. The
church of Christ is Christ's bride
(Eph. 5:22-23). To say, "One church
is as good as another" is to say "one
bride is as good as another" and that
makes Christ a spiritual adulterer! He
has only one bride or church - not
many.

Your preacher may as well tell you
that "One God is as good as another."
The same passage which states that
there is only one body, or church,
also says there is "One God" (Eph.
4:4-6). The man who teaches that
"one church is as good as another"
needs to be consistent and teach that

"one God is as good as another." If
not, why not?

It is either ignorance of the Bible
or blatant dishonesty that prompts
preachers to say, "God accepts all
faiths." The Bible teaches there is
only one faith. That is also found in
Ephesians 4:4-6. There is no more
damnable doctrine taught than the
one which says, "It makes no
difference what you believe, just so
you are honest," and the man who
teaches that is either ignorant of the
Bible or is himself dishonest. Can
that concept be applied to eating and
be safe? Does it make no difference
what one eats, "so long as he is
honest?" Can one eat rat poison and
live, "just so he is honest?" Can one
put a loaded gun to his head and pull
the trigger without harm, "so long as
he is honest" in believing it isn't
loaded? Those who preach that kind
of eternally fatal falsehood are
Satan's servants, whether they are
ignorant or just plain dishonest - and
they are one or the other. It isn't
eating that nourishes. It's what one
eats, and it isn't believing that makes
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one right, it's what one believes.

It was either ignorance or
dishonesty when Max Lucado said, "I
want to encourage you to be
baptized... But I don't want you to do
any of that so you will be saved. I
want you to do all of that because
you are saved." (Radio Sermon,
KJAK Radio, Lubbock, Texas, Dec.
1996). Like other denominational
preachers, Lucado teaches that
baptism is because of salvation,
rather than what the Bible teaches -
that baptism is for, or "in order to"
the remission of sins (Acts 2:38).
Lucado and others are either ignorant
of what the Bible teaches, or they are
deliberately dishonest in leading
people into damnation. The Bible
says, "...baptism doth also now save
us..." (1 Pet. 3:21), but Lucado, Billy
Graham, and all other false teachers
have changed the "now" of that verse
to "not." In so doing, they are either
ignorant of Bible teaching or
deliberately dishonest. But whether
they are ignorant or dishonest, they
are absolutely wrong and are leading
men to perdition.

STRUGGLE
A man found a cocoon of an

emperor moth.  He took it home so
that he could watch the moth come
out of the cocoon.  On that day a
small opening appeared, he sat and

watched the moth for several hours as
the moth struggled to force the body
through that little hole.

Then it seemed to stop making any
progress. It appeared as if it had
gotten as far as it could and it could
go no farther.  It just seemed to be
stuck.  Then the man, in his kindness,
decided to help the moth, so he took
a pair of scissors and snipped off the
remaining bit of the cocoon.  The
moth then emerged easily.  But it had
a swollen body and small, shriveled
wings.  The man continued to watch
the moth because he expected that, at
any moment, the wings would
enlarge and expand to be able to
support the body, which would
contract in time. Neither happened! 
In fact, the little moth spent the rest
of its life crawling around with a
swollen body and shriveled body and
shriveled wings.  It never was able to
fly.

What the man in his kindness and
haste did not understand was that the
restricting cocoon and the struggle
required for the moth to get through
the tiny opening was the way of
forcing fluid from the body of the
moth into its wings so that it would
be ready for flight once it achieved
its freedom from the cocoon. 
Freedom and flight would only come
after the struggle.  By depriving the
moth of a struggle, he deprived the
moth of health.
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Sometimes struggles are exactly
what we need in our life.  If we were
to go through our life without any
obstacles, we would be crippled.  We
would not be as strong as what we
could have been.  Give every
opportunity a chance, leave no room
for regrets.       - Author Unknown

THOUGHTS TO
PONDER

"Watch your thoughts; they become
your words. Watch your words;

they become your actions. Watch
your actions; they become your

habits.
Watch your habits; they become

your character. 
Watch your character for it will
become your destiny..."  -Hillel

* * *
Mark Twain said: It is by the

goodness of God that in our country
we have those three unspeakably

precious things: freedom of speech,
freedom of conscience, and the

prudence never to practice either.
* * *

Thomas J. Curran said: The moment
our democracy ceases to respect
God it will cease to respect your

value as an individual. The moment
it ceases to respect your value as an

individual, it ceases to be
democracy.

*** 
WATCH OUT THE WAY YOU

DRIVE - YOUR CAR IS NOT THE
ONLY THING THAT CAN BE
RECALLED BY ITS MAKER” 

***
 DOING THE RIGHT THING IS

NOT ALWAYS THE MOST
POPULAR THING, BUT IT IS

ALWAYS THE RIGHT THING TO
DO.
***

WHAT IS PREJUDICE?
It is the lock on the door of the

closed mind. It is the ignorance we
usually mistake for reason. It is the

first enemy of information and
progress. It is intellectual

astigmatism. It is the perfect
combination of conceit and

ignorance. - Borrowed.

The Bible in Fifty Words: 
God made. Adam bit. Noah

arked. Abraham split.
Joseph ruled. Jacob fooled. Bush
talked. Moses balked. Pharaoh

plagued.
People walked. Sea divided.

Tablets guided. Promise landed.
Saul

freaked. David peeked. Prophets
warned. Jesus born. God walked. 

Love talked. Anger crucified.
Hope died. Love rose. Spirit
flamed. Word spread. God

remained. (Author Unknown)
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 NOTES FROM THE  EDITOR
On a warm Sunday morning the minister noted that the head of one of his parishioners was

beginning to droop; in a few minutes the man was asleep. Thinking to apply a littlediscipline the
minister said softly: "All those who want to go to heaven, rise." Everyone stood except the
peacefully dozing member. When the congregation had again been seated, the minister called,
in a much louder voice: "All those who want to go to hell, stand!" The startled sleeper jumped
to his feet. Noting that he was the only one standing, he turned to the minister: "I don't know
what we're voting on, preacher," he said, "but it looks like you and I are in the minority."      —
Via. Healthways.

I want to take this opportunity to thank all here at the Winter Park congregation for making
me feel so welcome and at home as well as for the physical help and support you all have been
to me during this move and transition.   Please feel free to call on me (828) 434-6079 or to email
me at johncripps@johncripps.net or sapigmy2@aim.com if you have any suggestions or
comments that would be helpful in the work here!  I have been so blessed by God and His
providence for watching over myself has meant that I am in walking distance from the building. 
 My address is 2125 Market Street, Wilmington NC 28403 and is located in the Port City
Commons complex. 
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