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Writings From Yesteryear - A TIMELY WARNING
Evil tendencies, ungodly practices erroneous doctrines - these things do not

generally come in with a flourish.   They do not announce their arrival with a blast of
trumpets.   They do not issue a bold challenge to the guardians of the church, the
elders.   Errors in doctrine and in practice creep in stealthily and gradually. They do
not work in the light of God's truth, nor in the pure air of righteous living.   These evils
cannot get a foothold in the church whose elders and evangelists are alert and fighting
for truth and righteousness.   They make their entrance and do their deadly work
where leaders let the love of peace blind their eyes and dull their ears to the signs of
approaching danger.   

Let us not sleep when the house catches fire.   Let us not wait until the church is
nearly consumed with error.   Let us put away our indifference's and let every
Christian worthy of the name fight as did the servants of God in the days of Nehemiah. 
 They built with one hand and with the other hand they used the sword.   That
expresses our two-fold duty.  

Cut down error and build up truth.   These two duties go hand in hand.   Either one
is incomplete without the other. - Author Unknown

TO ALL PARENTS
From --- A Heartbroken Mother

Three months ago, I sat in a
courtroom and heard a judge say,
"twenty years!" He was pronouncing
sentence on my 21-year-old son, a
punishment for drinking, gambling
and robbery, which ended in the
shooting and near-death of a man. 
The sentence might have been less,
but my son had a defiant attitude all
through the trial, ridiculing every law
officer who spoke to him.  But the
drowning, shocking climax came
when the judge asked, "Young man,
don't you believe in God?"  My son
laughed aloud as he said, "God?
Who's that?"

Every eye in the courtroom turned
and looked at me.  I went to Sunday
school when I was small and had
learned all about God.  After I
married, I decided to go again and
take the children, but could not
persuade my husband to go; but the
children and I went regularly for a
year.  Then I skipped two or three
services and then went only on
special times.  Soon I joined a
recreation team and competed on
Sunday afternoons.  I couldn't go to
church and get ready in time to play
and sports was so much fun.  if only I
had those years to live over!

Night after night since the court
trial, I have walked the floor with the
words, "God?. Who's that?" in my
ears.   When I think of the wasted
years of "having fun" instead of
meeting God at His appointed place,

I am sick with shame.  I am trying to
make restitution by urging other
people to go.  So many say they do
not believe in making a child go to
church if he doesn't want to go.  But
how many would go to school if they
were not made to go?  Ask any child
that question. ---- Taken from

Guardian of Truth - May 6, 1993 p.11

“IT’S NOT WHAT YOU GIVE
THEM PHYSICALLY, ITS
WHAT YOU GIVE THEM

SPIRITUALLY THAT ENDURES
TO THE END”

DO NOT SIN AGAINST
THE CHILD

When the brothers of Joseph
journeyed to Egypt in search of grain,
they never dreamed they would see
their long lost brother whom they had
sold into slavery.  Joseph was now
second in command in Egypt and
adorned in Pharaoh's clothes.

While still unknown to his brothers,
he accused them of being spies and
threw them into prison (Genesis 42). 
As these boys "simmered" in jail, they
remembered the cruelty they had
shown Joseph as he pleaded for his
life.  Reuben reminded them how he
had warned them and said, "Do not
sin against the child," but they had
refused to listen (Genesis 42:22). 
Though it had been years since they
sold their brother, their "sin against
the child" still haunted them.

Parents today often sin against their



own children.  The effect of their sin
is not always immediate.  Sometimes
it takes years to see the consequences
of sin.  But as Paul warned, "Do not
be deceived, God is not mocked; for
whatever a man sows, that he will
also reap." (Galatians 6:7).  Those
who sin against their children will
regret it later.  Though rivers of tears
flow it is usually too late to do any
good.

When parents WITHHOLD
CORRECTIVE DISCIPLINE they sin
against their children.  Solomon said,
"He who spares his rod hates his son,
but he who loves him disciplines him
promptly." (Proverbs 13:24).  This is
a very strong statement, but I have
God's assurance that it is true. 
Parents who do not discipline their
children hate them!  Many parents
think letting a child "do his own
thing" is healthy.  God says they are
guilty of child neglect and/or abuse. 
Solomon also admonishes parents to
"Chasten your son while there is
hope, and do not set your heart on his
destruction." (Proverbs 19:18).  His
words of parental wisdom can be
found in many other passages, such as
Prov. 23:13 and 22:6.

Parents can also "sin against a
child" BY SETTING A POOR
EXAMPLE BEFORE THE.  Those
who are lax in their attendance not
only harm themselves, but their
children as well (Hebrews 10:25). 
Children need to see their parents put
the Lord first in their lives so that
they might be able to follow in the

example set before them (Eph. 6:1-4).
Children must see that their parents

not only love them, but also each
other.  Someone has said, "The best
way to be a good father to your
children is to be a good husband to
their mother."  Several young married
couples have told me they had
problems in their marriage because
they never saw their parents express
any love or concern for each other. 
Children need to know their parents
are madly in love with each other.  It
is possible the only exemplary
marriage your children will observe is
in your home.  They will never learn
how to have a happy marriage from
watching TV or reading their school
books!  

Another way we can "sin against
our children" is BY FAILING TO
TEACH THEM THE WILL OF
GOD.  The ultimate responsibility for
this teaching rests upon the shoulders
of the father (Eph. 6:4).  I would like
to suggest several things that should
be included in this teaching.

Teach your children TO ENJOY
LIFE (Eccl. 3:13, 22; 5:19), but
remind them that all of their life is
overshadowed by the judgment. 
"Rejoice, O young man, in your
youth, and let your heart cheer you in
the days of your youth; walk in the
ways of your heart, and in the sight of
your eyes; but know that for all these
God will bring you into judgment."
(Ecclesiastes 11:9) 

Instruct your children on the
permanency of marriage.  Remind
them God intends their marriage to be

"till death do us part."  His laws are strict that he has only allowed one reason
for a married person to put away their spouse and marry another, i.e. sexual
immorality (Matthew 19:1-9; 5:32).

Children also need to learn respect for civil authority (Romans 13:1-7). 
Parents who flaunt the laws of the land usually raise rebellious children.  Along
with respect for the government, our children need to appreciate God's
command that "if a man won't work, neither should he eat" (II Thess. 3:10). 
A lazy man can not be a faithful Christian!  All honest work is honorable to
God.  It does not make any difference if you're the president of General Motors
or if you dig ditches for a living.  God wants you to labor honestly, earn your
pay, and pay what you owe.

Parents, lets strive to raise godly children.  The future of the Lord's church
and this nation depends on it.  The responsibility is ours.  Let's continue to pray
that God will help us bring up our children "in the nurture and the admonition
of the Lord" (Eph. 6:4).  --- By David A. Padfield. Via Words of Life Vol. 25
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THE WISE MAN SAID,
"Keep thy foot when thou goest to the house of God, and be more ready to

hear, than to give the sacrifice of fools: for they consider not that they do evil."
(Ecclesiastes 5:1)  This is another way of saying be careful how you worship. 
To merely go through the motions in your worship may well impress those
round about you.  But remember, it is not those round about you with whom
you have to do; it is God.  Best be careful when we go to the house of God that
your heart is involved in your worship. --- by Dee Bowman. Via Christianity

Magazine April 1988 p. 23 

“I have heard it said that many love their children - but the real question - have
you taught them the truth of God’s Word?  To teach them the doctrines of men
is to not truly love their precious souls at all.  We need children who are
convicted to the Lord, not just simply Christians for convenience sake ” - John
Cripps 


