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Why A Christian Does Not Drink

A child of God cannot be a guzzler
or beer and whiskey.  He will not
make it, sell it, advertise it, dispense it
nor endorses it.  He will not traffic in
legal or illegal spirits.  The reasons
are both logical and scriptural.

1. Physically.   It is good to
practice abstinence for our physical
well-being.  Reputable doctors have
frequently declared themselves on the
harm of alcohol in the body.

2. Consequence.   A good way to
measure the diabolical effects of drink
is to pause and recall the broken
homes and broken lives, loss of jobs
and loss of lives and waste of money
and waste of ability caused by
i n t o x i c a t i o n .   W e a k l i n g s
apologetically say, "If I leave liquor
alone, it will leave me alone."  This is
untrue for we know that innumerable
innocent wives and children suffer,
guiltless, travellers spill their blood,
and society is disturbed by the
debauchery and dissipation of
drunkards.  Intoxication causes men
to mock and to be mocked.  They
heap scorn on the scared and Divine -
the church, the Bible and Christianity. 
They are mocked in that pleasure is
promised but doom is the result. 
"Wine {is} a mocker, strong drink

{is} raging: and whosoever is
deceived thereby is not wise."
Proverbs 20:1 is the way inspiration
expresses it.

The evils of strong drink are
exemplified in the life of the man
enslaved by drink.  His description is
so strikingly penned by Solomon in
the following way: "(29) Who hath
woe? who hath sorrow? who hath
contentions? who hath babbling? who
hath wounds without cause? who hath
redness of eyes? (30) They that tarry
long at the wine; they that go to seek
mixed wine. (31) Look not thou upon
the wine when it is red, when it giveth
his colour in the cup, {when} it
moveth itself aright. (32) At the last it
biteth like a serpent, and stingeth like
an adder. (33) Thine eyes shall behold
strange women, and thine heart shall
utter perverse things. (34) Yea, thou
shalt be as he that lieth down in the
midst of the sea, or as he that lieth
upon the top of a mast. (35) They
have stricken me, {shalt thou say,
and} I was not sick; they have beaten
me, {and} I felt {it} not: when shall I
awake? I will seek it yet again."
(Proverbs 23:29-35).  Human nature
changes little or none.  People are still
enticed by "looking on the wine." 
Today only television and in

magazines as well as in stores and
bars a psychologically arranged
display is arrayed to capture the eye
of the consumer.  Having yielded to
temptation, he may then suffer agony,
sorrow, pain and hallucinations, but
even so he longingly dreams of his
bottle and says, "I will seek it yet
again."

3. Influence.   Drinking Christians
(?) will find it difficult to win friends
and relatives to Christ.  What
neighbors would place confidence in
one given to drink who endeavors to
expose their religious error?  Leaders
in the church should not drink.  Elders
are not to be given "to much wine" -
that is, not to be drunkards. 

Israel of old fell because of idolatry
and a corrupted leadership given to
strong drink.  Isaiah reveals how the
priest and prophet "erred" and
"stumbled".  "But they also have erred
through wine, and through
intoxicating drink are out of the way;
the priest and the prophet have erred
through intoxicating drink, they are
swallowed up by wine, they are out of
the way through intoxicating drink;
they err in vision, they stumble {in}
judgment." Isaiah 28:7.   The oldsters
refuse to hear the message of the
Lord, and the only hope was through
instructing the young.  "Whom will he
teach knowledge? and whom will he
make to understand the message?
Those {just} weaned from milk?
Those {just} drawn from the breasts?"
Isaiah 28:9.

4. Sinful.  Drunkenness is a sin, a
work of the flesh and "they which do

such things shall not inherit the
kingdom of God" Galatians 5:21.   It
violates Paul's command, "And do not
be drunk with wine, in which is
dissipation; but be filled with the
Spirit," Ephesians 5:18.  The
drunkard cannot inherit the Kingdom
of God, I Corinthians 6:10.  
Heaven's gate is closed to such a
sinner; this is his eternal doom.  
Liquor will damn souls.  It destroys
one's usefulness here and in the world
to come.  We are admonished to be
sober and not "drunken in the night" I
Thess. 5:6-8.  

5. Identified with other sins.  
Drunkenness often throws together
some of the worst people in the most
evil environments.   The defiled may
also gamble, plot, and profane God's
Holy name.  He may become sensual
and senseless, Luke 12:45.  A drunk
man has less sense than an animal. 
He is the object of mirth, but rather of
pity.   Often one sin leads to another
and such is the case with drinking.  
Many sins seem to cluster around it. 
"Let us walk properly, as in the day,
not in revelry and drunkenness, not in
licentiousness and lewdness, not in
strife and envy." Romans 13:13.

6. Past life forsaken.   The old man
of sin has been put off.   "(3) For the
time past of {our} life may suffice us
to have wrought the will of the
Gentiles, when we walked in
lasciviousness, lusts, excess of wine,
reveling’s, banqueting's, and
abominable idolatries: (4) Wherein
they think it strange that ye run not
with {them} to the same excess of



riot, speaking evil of {you}:" (1Peter
4:3-4).  Now that he has become a
Christian he no longer is a tippler.  
His friends and cronies "think it
strange" when he asserts that he
abstains.  They do not understand why
he is not a "good Joe" and drink with
them on their fishing and hunting
trips, and at banquets and
conventions.   The reason is simple -
he is a Christian in the full meaning of
the term.

CHRISTIANITY IS THE
ANSWER TO THE PROBLEM

This study should make us aware of
Bible teaching and God's attitude
toward drunkenness.  The burning
spirit of opposition to the liquor
traffic should ever be kept aglow.  
Christ is able to save drunkards and
other profligates, but He will no do so
as long as they persist in their
wickedness.  They should put "on the
Lord Jesus Christ" Romans 13:14. 
This is done by obedience to the
gospel.  "(26) For ye are all the
children of God by faith in Christ
Jesus. (27) For as many of you as
have been baptized into Christ have
put on Christ." (Galatians 3:26-27).

   Then having become a Christian
Paul commands ".... and make not
provision for the flesh, to {fulfil} the
lusts {thereof}." Romans 13:14.    IT
MEANS SOMETHING TO BE A
CHRISTIAN!!!  ---- Gospel Advocate
December 9th. 1954

THOUGHTS To PONDER:

   Sin is a very short word, yet its

consequences are eternal.

   "It seldom occurs to teenagers that
someday they will know as little as
their parents." 

IMPACT of UNWED
MOTHERHOOD

"Those democrats who were so
quick to rally to the support of
Murphy Brown and her out-of-
wedlock pregnancy should take
another look at the social, economic
and human costs of their lifestyle they
so vigorously defended during the
presidential campaign.

The sobering news is that births to
unmarried mothers hit a new high in
1990, according to the National

Center for Health Statistics.  in a worrisome record, 1,165,384 babies were born
to single women - up 7% in a year and 75% for the decade of the '80s.

One American child in every four - 28% - now starts out in life without a
legal father.  Twenty percent of all white infants have unmarried mothers, as do
37% of Hispanic children and 67% of all black babies.

Childbearing by unmarried women adds significantly to the cost of the
nation's social and welfare programs.  It is a major cause of poverty, a
significant reason why decades of anti-poverty programs have had only limited
success.  It is linked to poor health in children and to a range of behavior and
emotional problems.

The great disparity in rates of unmarried childbearing between blacks and
whites contributes to the economic differences between the two groups. 
Incomes for 2% of black families have risen markedly in recent years and now
come close to the average for similar white families.  What drags down the
average income for blacks as a whole is the huge number of black women
trying to rear families on their own and are now stuck in poverty." 

THE WISE MAN SAID,

"Keep thy foot when thou goest to the house of God, and be more ready to hear, than

to give the sacrifice of fools: for they consider not that they do evil." (Ecclesiastes 5:1) 

This is another way of saying be careful how you worship.  To merely go through the

motions in your worship may well impress those round about you.  But remember, it is

not those round about you with whom you have to do; it is God.  Best be careful when

we go to the house of God that your heart is involved in your worship.  --- by Dee

Bowman. Via Christianity Magazine April 1988 p. 23


