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A DISCUSSION ON THE SALVATION OF
CORNELIUS! - Part One

Hello,

The conversion of Cornelius clearly

shows that water baptism is not

necessary for salvation. There are three

good reasons that we know that he was

saved before he was water baptized.

1. Before he was water baptized he

already "received" the Holy Spirit

(Acts 10:47). In view of this, there are

three passages that demonstrate that he

was saved. They are Romans 8:9;

Galatians 4:6 and 1 John 4:13.

a. Romans 8:9 - If one has the

Holy Spirit they "belong" to Christ. To

belong to Christ does not describe an

unbeliever but a believer - such was

the case of Cornelius before he was

water baptized.

b. Galatians 4:6 - Because he was

already a "son" God sent the Holy

Spirit into his heart whereby he can

now rightly refer to God as "Abba!

Father!" This would only describe a

condition of one who is a believer.

c. 1 John 4:13 - Because he had

the Holy Spirit Cornelius abided in

God and God abided in him. To abide

in God and to have God abide in you

does not

describe an unbeliever but a believer -

such was the case of Cornelius before

he was water baptized.

2. Some what related to point

number 1 is the fact that before his

baptism the Holy Spirit is said to have

been "poured out" upon Cornelius

(Acts 10:45). According to Romans

5:5 the love of God is "poured out" in

our hearts through the Holy Spirit.

Therefore Cornelius already had the

love of God in his heart before he was

baptized. But unbelievers do not have

the love of God in them (John 5:42)

only believers do. Therefore Cornelius

by having the love of God in him was

already saved before he was baptized.

3. Before he was water baptized he

spoke in the New Testament gift of

tongues (Acts 10:46). This New

Testament gift is for those "in" not

"out of" the church which is Christ's

body (Colossians 1:24). Therefore, by

having this New Testament gift

Cornelius was already "in" the body of

Christ and that before he was water

baptized. ---- Thank You -  Marc

Taylor — 4/19/2004

Dear Marc Taylor,

Thank you for your post of April 19,

2004 regarding the conversion of

Cornelius. Since you did not introduce

yourself with any more than a, "Hello,'

I'm not sure if you want to study the

Bible with me or not. I am willing to

do so with you. I'd like to answer your

article and encourage you to also

respond. If I have missed your point on

anything please clarify it to me.

The conversion of Cornelius is told

in Acts 10:1-11:18. The article you

posted me did not deal with this text,

which tells us why the Holy Spirit fell

on Cornelius and his household. You

have stated what you think the pouring

out of the Holy Spirit meant in this

case, but you did not deal with what

the context says it meant.

Further, your article denied baptism a

role in Cornelius' salvation, but it did

not state the purpose of his baptism.

Your article states, "The conversion

of Cornelius clearly shows that water

baptism is not necessary for salvation.

There are three good reasons that we

know that he was saved before he was

water baptized.

1. Before he was water baptized he

already "received" the Holy Spirit

(Acts 10:47). In view of this, there are

three passages that demonstrate that he

was saved. They are Romans 8:9;

Galatians 4:6 and 1 John 4:13."

Your first point was that receiving

the Holy Spirit was evidence of

Cornelius' salvation. The text of Acts

10:1-11:18 does not state such. This

might be why you went to other texts

for help. However, the text of Acts

10:1-11:18 shows that the receiving of

the Holy Spirit by the Gentiles was to

indicate to the Jewish Christians

present, and those who would hear of

it, that, "God has also granted to the

Gentiles repentance to life" (11:18).

This is the direct statement found in

the account to which you begin your

appeal but then depart. Your article

attempts to remove baptism in water

from its correct role in man's salvation.

Rather than show that baptism had

nothing to do with salvation, the

reception of the Spirit by the Gentiles

showed that circumcision had nothing

to do with salvation.

Now, if Acts 10:1-11:18 had stated

that baptism was not necessary for

salvation—that reception of the Spirit

meant they were saved without

baptism—then it would not have been

necessary for you to resort to the other

passages you did. In fact, if Acts

10:1-11:18 had said what you wish it

would have said, then you would never

have sent such an article to me for I

would believe it and we'd be in

agreement.  To support your point you

cited Romans 8:9; Galatians 4:6 and

1 John 4:13. Do these texts teach that

a person is saved when they receive

the Holy Spirit as did Cornelius'

household? Let's see.

Here is Romans 8:9 in its context:

(Rom 8:1-11 KJV) "There is therefore

now no condemnation to them which

are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after

the flesh, but after the Spirit. {2} For

the law of the Spirit of life in Christ

Jesus hath made me free from the law

of sin and death. {3} For what the law

could not do, in that it was weak

through the flesh, God sending his own

Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and

for sin, condemned sin in the flesh:

{4} That the righteousness of the law

might be fulfilled in us, who walk not

after the flesh, but after the Spirit. {5}

For they that are after the flesh do

mind the things of the flesh; but they

that are after the Spirit the things of the

Spirit. {6} For to be carnally minded is

death; but to be spiritually minded is

life and peace. {7} Because the carnal

mind is enmity against God: for it is

not subject to the law of God, neither

indeed can be. {8} So then they that

are in the flesh cannot please God. {9}

But ye are not in the flesh, but in the

Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God

dwell in you. Now if any man have not

the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.

{10} And if Christ be in you, the body



is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is

life because of righteousness. {11} But

if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus

from the dead dwell in you, he that

raised up Christ from the dead shall

also quicken your mortal bodies by his

Spirit that dwelleth in you."

Your article equates being "in the

Spirit" (Romans 8:9) with the case of

Cornelius who "received the Holy

Spirit" and did "speak with tongues"

(Acts 19:46, 47). The context of

Romans 8:9 shows that is not what

Paul was talking about. He was

speaking about the Christian's manner

of life, or, "walk". He spoke of those

who, "walk not after the flesh, but after

the Spirit" (v 1), "walk not after the

flesh, but after the Spirit" (v 4), "they

that are after the Spirit [mind] the

things of the Spirit" (v 5), and are

"spiritually minded" (v 6). Therefore,

those who "walk ... after the Spirit" are

the ones who are "in the Spirit" and in

whom dwells the Spirit (vv 9, 11).

Therefore, the Spirit dwelling in them

was because they walked according to

the Spirit. These words of Paul were

not a reference to the gift of tongues

received by Cornelius and his

household.  Your article begs the

question, "When does newness of life

begin?" Is it when one speaks in

tongues? Is it at the point of faith? Or

is it in water baptism as Jesus

commanded?

According to the same epistle you

cited, Romans, it begins with water

baptism. Paul stated: (Rom 6:1-6

KJV) "What shall we say then? Shall

we continue in sin, that grace may

abound? {2} God forbid. How shall

we, that are dead to sin, live any longer

therein? {3} Know ye not, that so

many of us as were baptized into Jesus

Christ were baptized into his death?

{4} Therefore we are buried with him

by baptism into death: that like as

Christ was raised up from the dead by

the glory of the Father, even so we also

should walk in newness of life. {5}

For if we have been planted together in

the likeness of his death, we shall be

also in the likeness of his resurrection:

{6} Knowing this, that our old man is

crucified with him, that the body of sin

might be destroyed, that henceforth we

should not serve sin."

"So many" ("as many" or "all of us")

here means "the same number of."

Hence, every person baptized into

Christ was baptized into his death, and

one not baptized was not baptized into

his death. One baptized was raised to

walk in newness of life, but one not

baptized was not raised to walk in

newness of life. Therefore, if one is

saved at the point of faith without

baptism, then he is saved without

being united with the Lord in His death

and is saved without newness of life.

The death and burial precede the

resurrection and newness of life,

therefore baptism precedes the

newness of life. The death to sin

occurs before baptism, but the newness

of life is after baptism. Paul said, "if

we have been planted together in the

likeness of his death, we shall be also

in the likeness of his resurrection," 

therefore, if we have not been so

planted, then we will not be "in the

likeness of his resurrection."

You next cited Galatians 4:6: (Gal

4:6 KJV) "And because ye are sons,

God hath sent forth the Spirit of his

Son into your hearts, crying, Abba,

Father." Again, what is the context?

(Gal 4:1-7 KJV) "Now I say, That the

heir, as long as he is a child, differeth

nothing from a servant, though he be

lord of all; {2} But is under tutors and

governors until the time appointed of the father. {3} Even so we, when we were

children, were in bondage under the elements of the world: {4} But when the

fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made

under the law, {5} To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive

the adoption of sons. {6} And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit

of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father. {7} Wherefore thou art no more

a servant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ."Again, Paul

was not talking about receiving the gift of tongues but is talking about son-ship

and inheritance its blessing.

When does this son-ship occur? The same epistle states: (Gal 3:26-27 KJV)

"For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. {27} For as many of

you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ."  Once again, it appears

that baptism has something to do with becoming a son. If you will study Galatians

3 you will see the context of the passage just cited. The Galatians had begun in

the Spirit by the hearing of faith, not by works of the law of Moses. They were

adding to the gospel circumcision and works of the law, but they were already

perfected, complete, without these things. Abraham is cited as a case in point.

Those who are of faith, not of the works of the law and circumcision, are sons of

God. The blessing of Abraham came upon the Gentiles by faith, as in the case of

Cornelius, not circumcision. One is a son of God not by following the Jews, but

by following Christ. The true purpose of the law was not justification, but to be

a tutor to bring us to Christ. Then Paul states, "For ye are all the children of God

by faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ

have put on Christ." His point is that they were not placed "into Christ" by the law

of Moses, but by baptism. Everybody baptized into Christ put on Christ and

circumcision and the law had nothing to do with it.

Again, "as many" here means "the same number of." Therefore, nobody put on

Christ without baptism, and nobody put on Christ with circumcision. How many

"put on Christ"? As many, the same number of, those who were baptized into

Christ. Notice also the similarity between Galatians 3:27 "as many of you as

have been baptized into Christ" and Romans 6:3 "so many of us as were baptized

into Jesus Christ." *** Continued In Next Week ***


