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WHAT IS YOUR CREED BOOK?

If you were to ask a Christian for a
copy of the "creed" or "book of rules"
of the church of Christ, he could only
offer you a copy of the New
Testament. The only written creed the
church that Christ built has ever had is
the New Testament. It was given by
inspiration of God, and is sufficient to
furnish the man of God unto all good
works..(II Tim 3:16,17). It meets the
needs of the whole world..(Mark
16:15). This is the only message we
are authorized to use in the conversion
of  s inner s . . (Mk1 6 : 1 5 - 1 6 ;  
Matt.28:19-20). Jesus taught that the
word of God is enduring and that by it
we shall be judged..(Lk. 21:33; John
12:48). The authority of Christ, as
expressed in the New Testament, is
the only safe guide for the church. It
is sinful for the church to submit to
any other authority. The Gospel is
God's power to save..(Rom. 1:16).
James says it is able to save..(James
1:21). Paul writes that it did save the
Corinthians..(I Cor. 15:1-2). The
curse of God rests upon the man who
preaches another Gospel or dares to
add to or subtract from it..(Gal. 1:8;
Rev 22:18-19).

In spite of the plain Bible teaching
above, we find good, religious people
subscribing to human creeds. Even

those who subscribe to man-made
creeds will not claim for them any
saving power. They are but the
products of human opinion and stand
as barriers to the unity of religious
people. Man-made creeds are based
upon two wicked assumptions..: (1)
The New Testament is not sufficient
to meet the needs and govern the
people of God.  (2) This supposed
insufficiency can be remedied by
weak, fallible, erring man. Without
such assumptions there is no excuse
for the making of any human creed.  

Human creeds are objectionable for a
number of reasons. 

1. They are not inspired of God.

2. They do not meet the needs
of the whole world.

3. They are not perfect.

4. They must be revised every
few years.

5. We shall not be judged by
them.

6. They set aside and make void
the word of God.

7. They teach many things
contrary to the New
Testament.

8. They keep people divided on

the question of religion.

They should, therefore, be laid
aside forever, or better still burned
and forgotten. As long as a single one
of them is in force anywhere, division
will exist. They are subversive of
divine authority and of the peace,
unity, and fellowship that should
characterize those who desire to
please God and go to heaven when
they die. 

As simple Christians we take the
authority of Christ, as expressed in the
New Testament, as our only rule of
faith and practice.  It is the only creed
that needs no revision.

 By Rufus R.Clifford.

Editors Note:

Just this past week the newly
elected Pope made the claim that
all Atheists who are good moral
people who do good and not evil
will be in heaven. It makes me
wonder what the Pope and the
Catholic church does with
Hebrews 11:6 - part of which
states “...must believe that He
is....” This statement by the Pope
has outraged the Catholics as well
as the Atheist communities as one
atheist said - “we don’t care what
Jesus or his messengers have to say
about us we don’t believe period.” 
 It is obvious to myself that any
good person who reads the good
book {THE BIBLE} will clearly
see why following the creeds of
men will never be pleasing to God

- read Matthew 15:7-9.  It is time
for the world to wake up and to
return to God and His book and to
throw out all the false religious lies
of Satan that has been termed
“Modern Christendom”.

 WHY KICK THE BIBLE???

I have before me the Bible that I
received on my third birthday.
Reflecting back, I can remember that
one of the things which little boys did
not do was to mistreat their Bibles.
You were not to kick, throw, or
otherwise mutilate your Bible. Now I
understand that a cardboard covered
book with gold spray paint on the
edges is not a sacred material object.
However, I do see a great need for
"grown-ups" to have some of that
childhood respect for the spiritual
message contained in the pages of this
little book. Almost daily, we hear
statements which trample on and kick
the Word of God. This article is an
examination of some of these
statements, in an effort to wake us up
to the reality of what we are doing to
the Word - and our Souls - when these
are stated and believed.

"It Doesn't Matter What You
Believe."

To say that it doesn't matter what
a person believes in religion is to kick
the Bible. If the will and doctrines of
men are as good as the truth and will
of God, then what purpose does the
Bible serve? We live in a society
which presumptuously claims no need
for Biblical authority in religion. At
the same time, it much pleads for



unity among the religions of men.
Truth is compromised on every hand
in order to achieve this "unity". Men
are satisfied, but the Law is trampled
and unattended.  The Bible teaches
that what we believe and teach does
make a difference.  Paul spoke of the
one gospel and the seriousness of
preaching another, saying, "But
though we, of an angel from heaven,
preach any other gospel unto you than
that which we have preached unto
you, let him be accursed." (Gal. 1:8) 
Then, he repeats himself. (vs. 9) 
Jesus taught that if a man loved him,
he would keep his words. (John
14:23-25)  What you believe might
not make a difference to the
denominational world, but it does
make a difference to God. 

"I Cannot Understand The Bible"

To say that one is unable to
understand the Bible is to blame God. 
In effect, one is saying that God failed
in not making His Revelation simple
enough for mankind to comprehend. 
God's word shows that one can
understand enough of it to believe and
be saved.  In John 20:30-31,while
speaking of the signs that Jesus did, it
says, "But these are written, that ye
might believe that Jesus is the
Christ,the  Son of God; and that
believing ye might have life through
his name."  In 1 John 5:13 he wrote,
"These things have I written unto you
that believe on the name of the son of
God; that ye may know that ye have
eternal life, and that ye mat believe on
the name of the Son of God."  2
Timothy 3:15 speaks of scripture as

profitable for doctrine, reproof,
correction, and instruction in
righteousness.  All of these lead us to
the conclusion that scripture can be
understood.  

Surely, we must not blame God
for our failures.  When we don't
understand part of the Word of God, it
is probably because we haven't
prayerfully studied it enough to
understand what God wants us to
know.  This may be because of
laziness or indifference, but it is not
God's fault.  We know that some of
the things in the New Testament are
hard to understand. (2 Pet. 3:16) 
Even so , I must no accuse God of
making it impossible for me to be
saved by asking me to obey a will that
is impossible for me to understand. 

"But, I Think..." 

Frankly, some kick the Bible by
saying, "I know what it says, but I
think..."  I don't believe that many of
us believe that we contain more
wisdom than the Word, but
sometimes we act that way.  When we
disagree with the Bible, we ate
saying, "God said this, but He is
wrong, because I think this." Naaman
responded, "Behold, I thought..." 
But, he was wrong! (cf., 2 Kings 5:10
f.) We need to develop the attitude
that the Proverb writer expressed,
saying, "Trust in the Lord with all
thine heart; and lean not unto thine
own understanding.  In all thy ways
acknowledge him, and he shall direct
thy paths." (Prov. 3:5-6)

By Dwight McGee

CAN YOU IMAGINE THIS:

Paul Saying:"We are sprinkled with him in Baptism?" –  Rom 6:3-4

Luke Saying: "Those that were saved joined the church of their
choice?" – Acts 2:47

Peter Saying: "There is nothing in a name?" – I Peter 4:16

Jude Saying: "I don't think that it is right to discuss the scriptures?"
– Jude 3

Peter Saying: "Baptism is not essential to salvation?" – I Peter 3:21

John Saying: "It is all right if the Bible does not say, 'Thou shalt
not'?" – II John 9

Paul Saying: "Sing and make melody on a piano?" – Col. 3:16 &
Eph. 5:19

Christ Saying: "He that believeth is saved, and shall be baptized if he
wants to be?" – Mark 16:16

Paul Saying: "Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth rest
assured that he will never fall?" – I Cor. 10:12

Paul Saying: "...Christ is the head of the church: and he is the
Saviour of those who are not in the body?" – Eph.5:23;Eph. 1:22-23.

Yet everyday religious leaders in the denominational world are telling
their members that this is ok.   Readers we need to examine every
teaching and see if the Word of God is in agreement.   Sadly to say many
are going to stand at the Judgment seat of Christ and say “but I
thought...” and will hear those sad words of departure. (Addition added
by John Cripps) By James P. Needham


