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THE USE OF MECHANICAL INSTRUMENTS IN
WORSHIP

These quotes are some I have gathered

through the years. Those without

references are some I have taken from

others who gave no reference, so I cannot

verify every one of them. Use them with

your own judgment. 

"Leave the pipe to the shepherd, the

flute to the men who are in fear of gods

and are intent on their idol-worshipping.

Such musical instruments must be

excluded from our wineless feasts, for

they are more suited for beasts and for

the class of men that is least capable of

reason than for men... In general, we

must completely eliminate every such

base sight or sound - in a word,

everything immodest that strikes the

senses (for this is an abuse of the senses)

- if we would avoid pleasures that merely

fascinate the eye or ear, and emasculate." 

Clement of Alexandria, The Instructor,

The Fathers of the Church, Catholic

U niv ersity  o f  A m e rica  P ress:

Washington, 1954, pg. 130. (190 AD)

"David formerly sang songs, also

today we sing hymns. He had a lyre with

lifeless strings, the church has a lyre with

living strings. Our tongues are the strings

of the lyre with a different tone indeed

but much more in accordance with piety.

Here there is no need for the cithara, or

for stretched strings, or for the plectrum,

or for art, or for any instrument; but, if

you like, you may yourself become a

cithara, mortifying the members of the

flesh and making a full harmony of mind

and body. For when the flesh no longer

lusts against the Spirit, but has submitted

to its orders and has been led at length

into the best and most admirable path,

then will you create a spiritual melody." 

John Crysostom, Exposition of Psalms

41, (381-398 A.D.) Source Readings in

Music History, ed. O. Strunk, W. W.

Norton and Co.: New York, 1950, pg.

70.

Eusebius of  Caesarea was a church

historian at the beginning of the fourth

century. In his commentary on Psalms

91:2-3 , he wrote the following

concerning instrumental music: "Of old

at the time those of the circumcision were

worshipping with symbols and types it

was not inappropriate to send up hymns

to God with the psalterion and cithara

and to do this on Sabbath days... We

render our hymn with a living psalterion

and a living cithara with spiritual songs.

The unison voices of Christians would be

more acceptable to God than any musical

instrument. Accordingly in all the

churches of God, united in soul and

attitude, with one mind and in agreement

of faith and piety we send up a unison

melody in the words of the Psalms."

Niceta, a bishop of Remesian

(Yugoslavia) also wrote the following

concerning instrumental music: "It is

time to turn to the New Testament to

confirm what is said in the Old, and,

particularly, to point out that the office of

psalmody is not to be considered

abolished merely because many other

observances of the Old Law have fallen

into disuse. Only the corporal institutions

have been rejected, like circumcision, the

Sabbath, sacrifices, discrimination of

foods. So, too, the trumpets, harps,

cymbals, and timbrels. For the sound of

these we now have a better substitute in

the music from the mouths of men. The

d a i ly  ab lu t io ns ,  th e  n e w -m o o n

observances, the careful inspection of

leprosy are completely past and gone,

along with whatever else was necessary

only for a time - as it were, for children."

Theodoret, a bishop of Cyrhus in

Syria, wrote a work called "Questions

and Answers for the Orthodox."

Instrumental music was one of the many

subjects covered in this work:  "107.

Question: If songs were invented by

unbelievers to seduce men, but were

allowed to those under the law on

account of their childish state, why do

those who have received the perfect

teaching of grace in their churches still

use songs, just like the children under the

law? Answer: It is not simple singing that

belongs to the childish state, but singing

with lifeless instruments, with dancing,

and with clappers. Hence the use of such

instruments and the others that belong to 

the childish state is excluded from the

singing in the churches, and simple

singing is left."

"Pope Vitalian introduced an organ in

the church in the seventh century to aid

the singing but it was opposed and was

r e m o v e d . "  J a m e s  H a s t i n g ,

Encyclopedia of Religion and Ethics.

"The first organ certainly known to

exist and be used in a church was put in

the cathedral at Aix-la-Chapel by the

German Emperor Charlemagne, who

came to the throne in 768. It met with

great opposition among the Romanists,

especially among the monks, and it made

its way but slowly into common use. So

great was the opposition even as late as

the sixteenth century that it probably

would have been abolished by the

council of Trent but for the influence of

the emperor Ferdinand... In the Greek

church the organ never came into use...

The Reform church discarded it; and

though the church of Basel very early

introduced it, it was in other places

admitted only sparingly and after long

h e s i t a t i o n . "   S c h a f f - H e r z o g

Encyclopedia, Vol. II, pg. 1702. 

The Council of Trent met in 1545.

This indicates that the introduction of

instrumental music was one of the latter

inventions of the Roman Catholic

Church. Even among the Roman

Catholics, around 800 years passed

before the instruments were widely

accepted.  

"The general introduction of

instrumental music can certainly not be

assigned to a date earlier than the 5th or

6th centuries; yea, even Gregory the



Great, who towards the end of the 6th

century added greatly to the existing

Church music, absolutely prohibited the

use of instruments... Sir John Hawkins,

following the Romanish writers in his

erudite work on the history of music,

made Pope Vitalian, in A.D. 660, the first

who introduced organs into the churches.

But students of ecclesiastical archaeology

are generally agreed that instrumental

music was not used in churches till a

much later date; for Thomas Aquinas

[Catholic Scholar in 1250 A.D.] has these

remarkable words, 'Our church does not

use musical instruments, as harps and

psalteries, to praise God withal,  that she

may seem not to Judaize.'"  McClintock

and Strong, Encyclopedia of Biblical

Literature, Vol. 6, Harper and

Brothers, New York, 1894, pg. 762.

"Although Josephus tells of the

wonderful effects produced in the

Temple by the use of instruments, the

first Christians were of too spiritual a

fibre to substitute lifeless instruments for

or to use them to accompany the human

voice. Clement of Alexandria severely

condemns the use of instruments even at

Christian banquets. St. Chrysostum

sharply contrasts the customs of the

Christians when they had full freedom

with those of the Jews of the Old

Testament." Catholic Encyclopedia,

Vol. 10, pg. 652.

"For almost a thousand years

G r e g o r i a n  c h a n t ,  w i th o u t  a n y

instrumental or harmonic addition was

the only music used in connection with

the liturgy. The organ, in its primitive

and rude form, was the first, and for a

long time the sole, instrument used to

accompany the chant."  Catholic

Encyclopedia, Vol. 10, pg. 657.

"The use of organs in churches is

ascribed to Pope Vitalian (657-672).

Constantine Copronymos sent an organ

with other presents to King Pepin of

France in 767. Charlemagne received one

as a present from the Caliph Haroun al

Rashid, and had it put up in the cathedral

of Aixia-Chapelle... The attitude of the

churches toward the organ varies. It

shared, to some extent, the fate of

images, except that it never was an object

of worship... The Greek church

disapproved the use of organs. The Latin

church introduced it pretty generally, but

not without the protest of eminent men,

so that even in the Council of Trent a

motion was made, though not carried, to

prohibit the organ at least in the mass."

Philip Schaff, History of the Christian

Church, Vol. 4, pg. 439.

Instruments were not used extensively

until the 13th and 14th centuries. In many

cases they were used only as a prelude to

the singing but not with the singing itself.

Notice what the Catholics themselves

write concerning their introduction of

instrumental music:

"We need not shrink from admitting

that candles, like incense and lustral

water, were commonly employed in

pagan worship and the rites paid to the

dead. But the Church, from a very early

period, took them into her service, just as

she adopted many other things indifferent

in themselves, which seemed proper to

enhance the splendor of religious

ceremony. We must not forget that most

of these adjuncts to worship, like music,

lights, perfumes, ablutions, floral

 decorations, canopies, fans, screens, bells, vestments, etc. were not identified with any

idolatrous cult in particular but they were common to almost all cults." Catholic

Encyclopedia, Vol. III, pg. 246. 

"Musical instruments in celebrating the praises of God would be no more suitable

than the burning of incense, the lighting of lamps and the restoration of other shadows

of the Law. The Papists therefore have foolishly borrowed this as well as many other

things from the Jews. Men who are fond of outright pomp may delight in the noise, but

the simplicity which God commands to us by the apostles is far more pleasing to Him."

John Calvin, Commentary on Psalms 23.

"The organ in the worship is an insignia of Baal." Martin Luther, founder of the

Lutheran Church.  McClintock and Strong, Encyclopedia, Music Vol VI,p. 762

"Music in churches is as ancient as the apostles, but instrumental music is not so." 

Joseph Bingham, Church of England.

"I have no objection to the organs in our chapels, as long as they are neither seen

nor heard."  John Wesley, founder of the Methodist Church.

"The great congregation which is blessed with the privilege of listening to His

instruction has no organ 'to assist' them in singing their praises to their God and Savior.

They find their vocal organs sufficient. Their tongues and voices express the gratitude

of their hearts... I would just as soon pray to God with machinery as to sing to God

with machinery."  Charles Spurgeon (Baptist), Instrumental Music In the Public

Worship of the Church, p. 176.

WHAT IF IT IS NOT IN THE SCRIPTURES
1.  It is not a good work - II Tim. 3:16-17

2. It does not pertain to life and godliness - II Pet. 1:3

3. It causes one to not have God - II John 9

4. It is not authorized by Christ - Col. 3:17

5. It cannot be done by faith - II Cor. 5:7; Rom. 10:17; 14:23

6. It is going beyond what is written - I Cor. 4:6

7. It is not as the oracles of God - I Pet. 4:11

8. It is not according to the pattern - Heb. 8:5

9. It does not pertain to the seed of the kingdom - Luke 8:11; Matt. 13:18-19

10. It is not of righteousness - Rom. 1:16-17; 10:1-4

11. It is of "no such commandment" - Acts 15:24

12. It is iniquity - Matt. 7:22-23

13. It is of men - Matt. 21:25; 15:9

14. It is not of truth- John 4:24

15. It is another gospel - Gal. 1:6-9

16. It is adding to the Word of God - Rev. 22:18-19; Deut. 4:2; Prov. 30:5-6

“No Innovation Of Man Is God Approved”


