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An inspiring list from Roger Shouse – "Here is a short
list of spiritual things that are impressive.

1. It is impressive to see on a rainy
Wednesday evening, aged saints
gathering at the church building
to study the Bible. Some come
with walkers, some with canes.
They walk slowly and are a bit
frail. Once inside, their faces
warm up with smiles and kind
words. They love God, God's
people and reflecting upon God's
word. They are impressive.

2. It is impressive to see one of the
shepherd's of the congregation,
listening earnestly to one of the
younger members. He's in some
crisis and the kind and
experienced leader patiently
listens, advises and helps the
younger Christian. That's
impressive.

3. It's impressive to see so many
members of the congregation at
the funeral home. One of the
members had a family member
that passed away. The love, hugs,
and concern for one of their own
is impressive.

4. It's impressive to see a Christian
in his 20's teaching a Bible class.

He's nervous but prepared. He's
given a lot of thought into what
he is teaching. This is the start of
a long journey of teaching. Many
people will be helped through his
effort. That's amazing.

5. It is impressive to see Christians
overseas teaching and preaching.
Often the journeys are long and
the work is hard. The churches
are small and scattered. There are
language barriers and cultural
barriers but that doesn't seem to
stop them. They are doing good.
It's amazing.

6. It's impressive to learn that a
Christian helped a young couple
who were struggling financially.
A check was given to them. They
were astonished at the amount.
Hugs and tears follow. The
Christian who helped just smiled.
He was glad to do that. Amazing.

7. It's impressive to stand behind a
pulpit with a Bible in your hand
and a sermon in your heart, ready
to preach God's word. The
audience is eager. They have their
Bibles, pens and notebooks ready

to learn and grow. What an honor
it is to preach. Amazing.

8. It's impressive to see men be
willing to serve as deacons or
elders in God's church. Their
names are put forth and the
congregation believes in them
and are eager to have them serve
in this way. Their example and
dedication to the kingdom is
awesome. Amazing.

9. It's impressive to see a person
understand the great sacrifice of
Jesus Christ upon the cross. They
get the message. They love the
Lord. They desire to be baptized
as the Bible teaches. Tears of
happiness flow from all who
witness this. Amazing.

10. It's impressive to see members
taking cd's of sermons. They
have already heard the sermon,
but there is someone else in
their life that they want to share
it with. They are thinking of
others. They are doing what
they can to spread the gospel.
That's amazing.

11. It's impressive to get a phone
call from one of the members.
He is going to be traveling. He
wants to find a congregation
while on the road. His love for
the Lord leads him to want to
worship God. That's amazing.

12. It's impressive to meet someone
and they bring up a sermon that
was preached more than twenty
years ago. They have never

forgotten it and it changed their
life. The preacher barely
remembers the sermon himself.
That's amazing.

13. It's impressive that God wants
us to spend not a few minutes,
not a day, but forever with Him
in His house--Heaven. It's
impressive that God is even
interested in us. It's impressive
that He hears us. It's impressive
that He forgives us. It is
impressive that He became like
us. It is impressive that He
went through all that He did
just to save us. Amazing."

INFLUENCE
"This learned I from the shadow of a
tree,   That to and fro did sway
against a wall,
Our shadow selves, our influence,
may fall, Where we ourselves can
never be." from INFLUENCE, by
Anna E. Hamilton [1843-1876]

We need to always be aware that we
have an influence on others. It may
be good, bad, or even indifferent. But
we do have an influence.  We should
make sure that our influence is the
best that it can be at all times. We
influence those who imitate us -
Philippians 4:9.  Students often
imitate their teachers. Children
imitate their parents, friends, and
even the TV shows they watch. 
Teenagers too often imitate bad
examples of rock stars, movie stars,



and others in the entertainment
world.  Brothers and sisters need to
know their little siblings imitate
them.  Preachers, song leaders, Bible
class teachers, elders, have people
who will imitate us in various ways. 
We must always be on our best
behavior.   Our neighbors are
influenced by us.  In John 4:39 we
see what kind of influence the
Samaritan woman had on the people
of her town. Maybe you have heard
this statement:  "I'd rather see a
sermon than hear one , any day." 
This shows how we do influence
others.

Family members will be influenced
by us.  Example:  Abraham - Genesis
18:19; Lois and Eunice in 2 Tim.
1:5.  Parents and grandparents have
such an influence on their children
and even the children of others.  This
puts more emphasis on our
responsibility and opportunity to set
the good and right example at all
times. The local church will be
influenced by you.  Aquila and
Prisicilla influenced the work at both
Ephesus and Corinth.  See Acts
18:24-19:1, etc.  Most congregations
have been influenced by one person
or family to be what it is.  Unseen
people can even be influenced by you
and me.  People throughout the world
were influenced by Christians in
Rome - Romans 1:8.  We can
influence people by correspondence
(letters to the editor) by leaving tracts

at the hospital, library, phone booths,
in bill payments, etc. We may never
know what influence we did have,
but at least we tried.

The environment may be influenced
by you. Paul changed the religious
environment of a whole city - Acts
19:10, 26-27. Young people can
influence their class at school to do
right. Christians have been able to get
pornography removed from some
store shelves.  Etc.  Negligent 
Christians may be influenced by you. 
The statement of the Lord in
Revelation 2:1-5 should be
considered. See what James says in
chapter 5:19-20.  Paul gives us
instructions in Galatians 6:1.

Various classes can be influenced
by you.  Paul no doubt had a good
influence at the school of Tyrannus -
Acts 19:9.  Teachers and students
who are Christians can have a big
influence on those they come in
contact with each day.  

Eternity will show the scope of our
influence - 1 Corinthians 3:11-15. 
Will our influence be good or bad
through eternity?  You and I can
begin to have the kind of influence
the Lord desires by obeying Him as
best we can and by being as faithful
as possible.  Let us work together to
influence those around us for good. 
---- (based on a lesson by Benjamin
Lee Fudge, in SERMONS YOU
CAN SEE.)

LIFE IS A GIFT
There was a blind girl who hated herself because she was blind. She hated everyone,

except her loving boyfriend. He was always there for her. She told her boyfriend, 'If

I could only see the world, I will marry you...'

One day, someone donated a pair of eyes to her. When the bandages came off, she was

able to see everything, including her boyfriend...  He asked her, 'Now that you can see

the world, will you marry me?' The girl looked at her boyfriend and saw that he was

blind. The sight of his closed eyelids shocked her. She hadn't expected that. The

thought of looking at them the rest of her life led her to refuse to marry him.  Her

boyfriend left in tears and days later wrote a note to her saying: 'Take good care of

your eyes, my dear; for before they were yours, they were mine.'  

This is how the human brain often works when our status changes. Only a very few

remember what life was like before, and who was always by their side in the most

painful situations. Life Is a Gift 

1. Today before you say an unkind word - Think of someone who can't speak.

2. Before you complain about the taste of your food - Think of someone who has

nothing to eat.

3. Before you complain about your husband or wife - Think of someone who's

crying out to GOD for a companion.

4. Today before you complain about life - Think of someone who died too early

on this earth.

5. Before you complain about your children - Think of someone who desires

children but they're barren.

6. Before you argue about your dirty house someone didn't clean or sweep - Think

of the people who are living in the streets.

7. Before whining about the distance you

drive - Think of someone who walks the

same distance with their feet.

8. And when you are tired and complain

about your job - Think of the

unemployed, the disabled, and those who

wish they had your job.

9. But before you think of pointing the

finger or condemning another -

Remember that not one of us is without

sin.

10. And when depressing thoughts seem to

get you down - Put a smile on your face

and think: you're alive and still around.

THINK!!!


