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The Sin of Drunkenness by E. Claude Gardner

For a number of years the Bible
school quarterly published by the
Gospel Advocate carried a regular
"temperance lesson."   This was a
good plan to keep us concerned with
this menace.   Perhaps it would be
good to incorporate such teaching
again since the Alcoholic problem
does not seem to diminish but rather
to abound in great magnitude.   When
we read how the American people
spend approximately ten billion
dollars annually for alcohol, we
become aware of our duty to alert
Christians to the danger.   As in the
days of Solomon, "... Wine {is} a
mocker, strong drink {is} raging: and
whosoever is deceived thereby is not
wise." Proverbs 20:1.

Attempts to Justify Drinking
and Drunkenness

The consumers along with "drink
sympathizers" constantly release
propaganda via every means of
communication.  As in other
propaganda, much which is given out
for consumption may be accepted but
it invariably contains a bit of poison
fatal to the one who devours it.  These
explanations to condone alcoholism
are commonly voiced by deluded,
dishonest, and wicked men:

1. Biblical.   Man is given to thinking
that everything he does is right.  In
order to justify sottishness and other
malpractice's he often quotes the
Bible.  Defensively, he asks, does not
the Scripture say, "drink a little
wine"?  But the meaning is
understood by reading the entire
verse.  "Drink no longer water, but
use a little wine for thy stomach's
sake and thine often infirmities."
1Timothy 5:23.   This is an elliptical
statement.  Paul does not forbid
imbibing water, but he actually says:
drink no longer water only but wine
also.  The purpose is medicinal - "for
thy stomach's sake."  The amount is a
"little", not a barrel.

2. Liquor on the grounds of the
revenue received to replenish
governmental treasuries.   In one
small Illinois Town a few years ago,
the wets plead for citizens to vote for
liquor because of the income in taxes. 
In a large advertisement the headline
read: "Can ___________ afford to
give up $ 5,000 in revenue?"  The
town voted the tax.  The parents are
afraid for their children to go down
the street alone near the taverns. 
Even though levies are secured, the
government must spend more to
protect its citizenry.  Prohibition is

often scored for being ineffective. 
Possibly this could be granted to an
extent but no doubt it is just as
effective as legalized liquor.  It
appears that more drinking is done
now than in prohibition.  Men will
become drunk and commit fornication
as long as time shall be, but a
Christian cannot vote for such sins
when God disapproves them. 
Endorsement and legalization of this
vicious evil does not make it right and
good.

3. Sociability.   To develop social
mobility some argue for "social
drinking" at parties, clubs, and
conventions.  It is much better to gain
acceptance through cultural
conversation, good manners, courtesy,
gentleness, ect. than through
questionable practices.

4. Liberty .  The loud and
undisciplined yelp, "This is America,
a free country, where we do as we
please.  It is our business if we drink." 
Liberty does not mean license.  It
does not grant license for lawlessness,
abuse of others ect.  "For, brethren, ye
have been called unto liberty; only
{use} not liberty for an occasion to
the flesh, but by love serve one
another." Galatians 5:13.  Satisfaction
of evil desires is prohibited in
Christianity even though it is
permitted in America.

   In a recent row at the University of
Virginia over matters of discipline,
one faction quoted Thomas Jefferson
the founder of the institution and
"Apostle of Democracy" on the
subject of liberty to sustain a

contention.  The current president
replied by citing that out of eighty
four students enrolled while Jefferson
was rector, fourteen were suspended. 
Then he concluded that those who
accept liberty as a great blessing must
also realize the responsibility for self
discipline.  Likewise, we are made
"free from the Law of Sin and death"
(Romans 8:2) but we must deny, curb
and contain ourselves.

5. Psychological and Physiological. 
 It is asserted by some that a man has
the right to "drown his sorrows."  But
they are with him and worse after he
comes out of his stupor.  He may try
to escape reality because of financial
reverses, a nagging wife, or
disappointment in love.  In recent
years some doctors and psychologists
have pronounced drunkenness as a
disease.  True, it can lead to delirium
tremens, or to other functional and
organic disorders.  If it is a physical
malady only, it obviously is not a
moral issue.  The Bible teaches
otherwise, (1Corinthians 6:10).  If it
is only a disease like cancer, a person
would not be compelled to answer to
God in the judgment.  "For we must
all appear before the judgment seat of
Christ; that every one may receive the
things {done} in {his} body,
according to that he hath done,
whether {it be} good or bad."
2Corinthians 5:10.

6. Quibbles.   "One little drink won't
hurt,"  we are told.  One dram may
lead to another and to another.  The
inebriated wretch did not become as
he is by calculated design; he had to



take "a little drink" for the first time. 
"At the last it biteth like a serpent, and
stingeth like an adder." Proverbs
23:32.  Others declare,"this is not the
only sin!"  How True!  All sin must
be exposed.  This however, does not
justify intemperance.  Man will go to
any lengths to justify his evils as
suggested above but none of these
have any merit in fact or logic.  We
cannot participate, encourage or
condone alcoholism.

******

The last thing we learn to believe is
that God's plan for us is better than
our own. Yet none of us ever finds his
highest blessedness until he gives up
his self-chosen life and falls into
God's perfect plan. ***

 Many people permit themselves to
be taught more by man than they are
taught by the Lord, which accounts
for the many differences in religion
to-day. 

******

The Bible! There It Stands!

Where childhood needs a standard

Or youth a beacon light,

Where sorrow sighs for comfort

Or weakness longs for might -

Bring forth the Holy Bible,

The Bible! There it stands!

Resolving all life's problems

And meeting its demands.

Despaired and torn in pieces,

By infidels decried -

The thunderbolts of hatred,

The haughty cynic's pride -

All these have railed against it

In this and other lands,

Yet dynasties have fallen,

And still the BIBLE stands!

To paradise a highway,

The Bible! There it stands!

Its promises unfailing,

Nor grievous its commands;

It points man to the Saviour,

The lover of his soul;

Salvation is its watchword,

Eternity its goal.--- By James M. Gray

THE DEVIL’S SALE

There's an old fable that says the Devil

once held a sale and offered all the tools

of his trade to anyone who would pay

their price. They were spread out on the

table and each one labeled. Hatred,

malice, envy, despair, sickness, sensuality

-- all the weapons that everyone knows so

well. But off to one side lay a harmless

looking wood-shaped instrument marked

"discouragement." It was old and worn

looking but it was priced far above all the

rest. When asked the reason why, the

Devil replied, "Because I can use this one

so much more easily than the others. No

one knows that it belongs to me, so with it

I can open doors that are tightly bolted

against the others. Once I get inside I can

use any tool that suits me best." - anon.

TRIPLE FILTER

The story goes that one day an

acquaintance met the great Greek

philosopher, Socrates and said, "Do you

know what I just heard about your friend?" 

Hold on a minute," Socrates replied. "Before telling me anything, I'd like you to pass

a little test. It's called the Triple Filter Test." 

"Triple filter?" 

That's right," Socrates continued. "Before you talk to me about my friend, it might be

a good idea to take a moment and filter what you're going to say. That's why I call it

the triple filter test. 

1. The first filter is TRUTH. Have you made absolutely sure that what you are

about to tell me is true?" 

No," the man said, "actually I just heard about it and..." 

2. All right," said Socrates. "So you don't really know if it's true or not. Now let's

try the second filter, the filter of GOODNESS. Is what you are about to tell me

about my friend something good?" 

No, on the contrary..." 

3. So," Socrates continued, "you want to tell me something bad about him, but

you're not certain it's true. You may still pass the test though, because there's one

filter left: the filter of USEFULNESS. Is what you want to tell me about my friend

going to be useful to me?" 

No, not really." 

Well," concluded Socrates, "if what you want to tell me is neither true nor good nor

even useful, why tell it to me at all?" 

Friends, use this triple filter each time you hear loose talk about any of your near &

dear friends.  ----  author unknown


