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A DISCUSSION ON THE SALVATION OF
CORNELIUS! Part 3 - Conclusion

Why did the Spirit fall on Cornelius?

- Not to save him, for Peter was sent to

tell him "words by which you and all your

household will be saved." (Acts 11:14)

- Not to purify his heart, for his faith

did that, "So God, who knows the heart,

acknowledged them by giving them the

Holy Spirit, just as He did to us, and made

no distinction between us and them,

purifying their hearts by faith." (Acts

15:8, 9)

- Not to give faith, for that was done by

the mouth of Peter: "Peter rose up and

said to them: 'Men and brethren, you

know that a good while ago God chose

among us, that by my mouth the Gentiles

should hear the word of the gospel and

believe.'" (Acts 15:7) See also Romans

10:17 "So then faith comes by hearing,

and hearing by the word of God" and

Romans 1:16-17 "For I am not ashamed

of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power

of God to salvation for everyone who

believes, for the Jew first and also for the

Greek. For in it the righteousness of God

is revealed from faith to faith; as it is

written, 'The just shall live by faith.'" 

- Not for the remission of sins, for faith

brings that: "To Him all the prophets

witness that, through His name, whoever

believes in Him will receive remission of

sins" (Acts 10:43). Since faith comes by

hearing and hearing by the word of God,

your proposition that Cornelius' receiving

the Spirit means he was saved means that

he was saved without the faith that saves,

for such comes from hearing and

Cornelius had not yet heard. (Acts 11:15

NKJV) "And as I began to speak, the

Holy Spirit fell upon them, as upon us at

the beginning."

- Not to produce a new birth, for the

word produces that, "having been born

again, not of corruptible seed but

incorruptible, through the word of God

which lives and abides forever" (1Pe 1:23

NKJV).

- Not to guide him into all the truth, for

Peter went to tell Cornelius the truth. If

the Spirit was given to guide Cornelius

into the truth, then Peter need never go to

him. The angel could have told Cornelius

he  was saved, but he did not. The angel

could have told Cornelius what to do, but

he did not. Peter told him what to do, "and

he commanded them to be baptized."

- Not to be a witness, for "not to all the

people, but to witnesses chosen before by

God, even to us who ate and drank with

Him after He arose from the dead" (Acts

10:41 NKJV).

- Not to reveal truth, for "the Spirit of

truth, whom the world cannot receive,

because it neither sees Him nor knows

Him; but you know Him, for He dwells

with you and will be in you" (John

14:17).

- Not to tell him what to do, for Peter

was to do that. (Acts 11:14)

- Not to convert Cornelius, for the

words of Peter, the gospel, the law of the

Lord, was to do that. "The law of the

LORD is perfect, converting the soul; The

testimony of the LORD is sure, making

wise the simple;" (Psa 19:7 NKJV)

Finally, to display the contradiction

between your proposition and the Bible's,

we will simply place the two next to each

other: Marc says: "The conversion of

Cornelius clearly shows that water

baptism is not necessary for salvation"

Bible says: "'Can anyone forbid water,

that these should not be baptized who

have received the Holy Spirit just as we

have?' And he commanded them to be

baptized in the name of the Lord." (Acts

10:47, 48) "'If therefore God gave them

the same gift as He gave us when we

believed on the Lord Jesus Christ, who

was I that I could withstand God?' When

they heard these things they became

silent; and they glorified God, saying,

'Then God has also granted to the Gentiles

repentance to life.'" (Acts 11:17, 18)

"Men and brethren, you know that a good

while ago God chose among us, that by

my mouth the Gentiles should hear the

word of the gospel and believe. So God,

who knows the heart, acknowledged them

by giving them the Holy Spirit, just as He

did to us, and made no distinction

between us and them, purifying their

hearts by faith." (Acts 15-7-9)

So, the purpose stated by Marc as to

what the reception of the Holy Spirit by

the Cornelius meant contradicts the

purpose stated by the Bible.

Questions for you:

1) What was the purpose of

Cornelius' baptism?

2) What is the purpose of baptism?

3) When exactly, i.e. at what point in

time, is one saved? Is it at the point of

belief? When the Holy Spirit is poured out

on them? Or, at baptism?

 In Acts 8:4-25, the Samaritans believed

Philip's preaching of the gospel and were

baptized, but it was some time later that

they received the Holy Spirit. Therefore, 

4) Were the Samaritans walking

according to the Spirit before they

received the Spirit?

5) Or, was walking according to the

Spirit something different from receiving

the Spirit?

6) Into who or what were the

Samaritans baptized before receiving the

Spirit? 

7) Were the believing, baptized

Samaritans walking in newness of life

before receiving the Spirit?

8) How long had the Samaritans

believed before they received the Spirit?

9) Did the Samaritans belong to

Christ after they believed but before they

received the Spirit?

10) Were the Samaritans able to refer

to God as "Abba! Father!" (Romans 8:15;

Galatians 4:6) after they believed but

before they received the Spirit?

11) Did the Samaritans belong to

Christ before they received the Holy

Spirit? 

12) Were the Samaritans abiding in

God while having believed and having

been baptized but before they received the

Spirit?

13) If in Romans 8:9 the Spirit of

God dwelling in a person has reference to

that person having received a miraculous

gift from God, i.e. to speak in tongues,

what does the phrase "Christ is in you"

(Romans 8:10) mean?

14) Did God love the Samaritans

before they received the Spirit? 

15) Did the apostles abide in God

before they received they Spirit in Acts 2?

16) Did the apostles abide in God's

love before they received the Spirit in

Acts 2?

17) Is one saved without putting on



Christ?

(Mat 28:19-20 NKJV) "Go therefore

and make disciples of all the nations,

baptizing them in the name of the Father

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,

{20} "teaching them to observe all things

that I have commanded you; and lo, I am

with you always, even to the end of the

age." Amen.

(Mar 16:15-16 NKJV) And He said to

them, "Go into all the world and preach

the gospel to every creature. {16} "He

who believes and is baptized will be

saved; but he who does not believe will be

condemned.

(Luk 24:47 NKJV) "and that

repentance and remission of sins should

be preached in His name to all nations,

beginning at Jerusalem.

(Mar 16:15-16 NKJV) And He said to

them, "Go into all the world and preach

the gospel to every creature. {16} "He

who believes and is baptized will be

saved; but he who does not believe will be

condemned.

(Acts 2:38 NKJV) Then Peter said to

them, "Repent, and let every one of you

be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ

for the remission of sins; and you shall

receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

(Acts 8:12-13 NKJV) But when they

believed Philip as he preached the things

concerning the kingdom of God and the

name of Jesus Christ, both men and

women were baptized. {13} Then Simon

himself also believed; and when he was

baptized he continued with Philip, and

was amazed, seeing the miracles and signs

which were done.

(Acts 8:35-38 NKJV) Then Philip

opened his mouth, and beginning at this

Scripture, preached Jesus to him. {36}

Now as they went down the road, they

came to some water. And the eunuch said,

"See, here is water. What hinders me from

being baptized?" {37} Then Philip said,

"If you believe with all your heart, you

may." And he answered and said, "I

believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of

God." {38} So he commanded the chariot

to stand still. And both Philip and the

eunuch went down into the water, and he

baptized him.

(Acts 9:18 NKJV) Immediately there

fell from his eyes something like scales,

and he received his sight at once; and he

arose and was baptized.

(Acts 22:16 NKJV) 'And now why are

you waiting? Arise and be baptized, and

wash away your sins, calling on the name

of the Lord.'

(Acts 10:48 NKJV) And he

commanded them to be baptized in the

name of the Lord. Then they asked him to

stay a few days.

(Acts 16:14-15 NKJV) Now a certain

woman named Lydia heard us. She was a

seller of purple from the city of Thyatira,

who worshiped God. The Lord opened

her heart to heed the things spoken by

Paul. {15} And when she and her

household were baptized, she begged us,

saying, "If you have judged me to be

faithful to the Lord, come to my house

and stay." So she persuaded us.

(Acts 16:30-33 NKJV) And he brought

them out and said, "Sirs, what must I do

to be saved?" {31} So they said, "Believe

on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be

saved, you and your household." {32}

Then they spoke the word of the Lord to

him and to all who were in his house.

{33} And he took them the same hour of

the night and washed their stripes. And

immediately he and all his family were

baptized. 

(Acts 18:8 NKJV) Then Crispus, the

ruler of the synagogue, believed on the

Lord with all his household. And many of

the Corinthians, hearing, believed and
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 were baptized.

(Acts 19:4-5 NKJV) Then Paul said, "John indeed baptized with a baptism of

repentance, saying to the people that they should believe on Him who would

come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus." {5} When they heard this, they were baptized

in the name of the Lord Jesus. 

(1Co 1:13 NKJV) Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you

baptized in the name of Paul?

(1Co 6:11 NKJV) And such were some of you. But you were washed, but you were

sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our

God. 

(Eph 5:26 NKJV) that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water

by the word,

(Col 2:12 NKJV) buried with Him in baptism, in which you also were raised with

Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead. 

(Tit 3:5 NKJV) not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according

to His mercy He saved us, through the washing of regeneration and

renewing of the Holy Spirit,

(1Pe 3:21 NKJV) There is also an antitype which now saves us; baptism (not the

removal of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God),

through the resurrection of Jesus Christ,

I hope you'll study with the Bible with me (Proverbs 27:17).

Sincerely, Patrick Kelly

Editors Note: To my knowledge the invitation is still open as no response was

forthcoming.

“COME TO GOD IN COMPLETE OBEDIENCE, IF YOU DON’T LIKE IT

SATAN WILL TAKE YOU BACK.”


