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Let Us Leave It Alone by Bill McMurry, Turley, Okla.
In the Holy Scriptures God gives

commands to His people both to govern

their relationships with the heathen, and

with those of their own number who

have "joined themselves to idols".

(Deut. 28:14-19 Hos. 4:17.) The

church of God today is faced with

much the same problem that confronted

God's people in the olden days. On the

one hand we have the denominations

which hold to party names and creeds

that can only divide the professed

believers in Christ into some 300

separate and warring camps, and on the

other hand we have a large segment of

the Church of Christ which, like the

Jews of old, wants to be "like the

nations round about".

Even though God through His

appointed prophet had attempted to

reason with the people, and to tell them

of all the evils a king would bring upon

them, they closed their minds and

allowed their own feelings to charter

their course of action saying; "We will

have a king." (I Sam. 8:11-19.) It did

not matter what God wanted. They had

already closed their minds to anything

but what they wanted. They saw no

harm in a king for he could "fight their

battles" for them (just look at how

much good it does) and raise their

stature in the eyes of the world. So,

following their own wills, they rejected

God (I Sam. 8:19) and brought upon

themselves a curse. (Hos. 4:6.) God

was at last wearied with their perpetual

pride and stubbornness and sold them

into captivity because they had rejected

His knowledge. (Isa. 5:13.) This is the

only just end of those who fall from

God through their own desires. God

never intended that His people be "like

the nations round about" but that they

should he to Him a "peculiar treasure."

(Exo. 19:5 Dent. 14:21) God has not

changed His mind on this matter. He is

without a shadow of turning (Jas.

1:17.) He still desires that His people

not be like those round about, but that

they be separated from the world. (I

Pet. 2:5-9.) We must not live as the

world lives, but must have the mind of

Christ at all times. (Phil. 2:5 II Pet.

1:5-8) This was the mistake the Jews

made. and it is the mistake the Church

is making today. Their cry was "we will

have a king" and the cry of today is we

will have what we want".

The religious world as a whole is

guilty of a sin against God in it's

teaching. They make many bold and

loud arguments in support of various

innovations in their worship. First we

hear the argument made (and the

Church is rapidly falling in line with it)

that "The Bible does not specifically

condemn such a thing." Much here

depends on lust what is meant in such a

statement. If they mean that the Bible

does not specifically say "Thou shalt

not have a piano in the worship," they

are right. However, if they are willing

to accept the silence of the Scriptures as

of any weight they are entirely

mistaken. It is a sin to add to or to take

from the Scripture so much as one word

or letter. (Exo. 5:8; Rev. 22:18-20.)

Paul added that it’s a sin to preach

anything but the gospel. (Gal. 1:1-10.)

Thus we see that the Bible does

specifically condemn and forbid

anything not found in its sacred pages.

Second, we will hear it said "When

God gives us a command, but does not

tell us how to carry out the command

we are at liberty to do it as we see fit."

This is not a new argument. It has been

used by the sects for years, and was

used by the digressive brethren some

seventy-five years ago to justify

instrumental music in the worship and

the Missionary Society. It is not yet

dead. Unfortunately it is still living

enough to plague the Church today.

The argument would be laughable if it

were not absurd. It assumes that God is

not able, or is too foolish to reveal to us

His perfect will, which the Bible says

that He has done. (II Tim. 3:15-17.)

Not only so, we find that man is not

able to direct even his own steps (Jer.

10:23), and is cursed of God if he

attempts to do so. (Jer. 17:5.) The

Word of God is perfect and contains all

that is needful for our salvation. (II Pet.

1:3.) We sin if we do not speak

according to it's dictates. (I Pet. 4:11.)

So, we see that God never gave a

command and not tell us how to carry it

out! Men may be fools, but God,

certainly is not. Some even go so far as

to assert that they are at liberty to do

certain unscriptural things because

others do them. To do this is only to be

become guilty of the sins of others,

which the Bible forbids. (2 Jno. 9-11 I

Tim. 5:22). Brethren, we need to return

to the right ways of God and stand fast

in His paths. (Jer. 6:16.) We should he

out converting the world and bringing

the denominations to Christ. We have

no time for party names and human

arguments. We have no time for "words

to no profit". All of these things are but

"vanity and striving after wind". We

have much too serious a mission in

fulfilling the gospel of Christ. (Eph.

3:10) to be bothered with human creeds

or petty arguments. We need to take the

prophets for our example. (Jas. 5.10.)

We need to follow in the steps of

Christ. (I Pet. 2:21.) Let us leave the

world alone. Let us leave those who

have joined themselves to idols alone.

Leave those who are following their

own selfish will alone. We need none

of these things. Let's leave them alone.

We must return to the New

Testament for our authority in religion.

We must go all the way back to the first

century and follow the examples of the

saints of old. The Scripture was written

for our learning. (Rom. 15:14.) It is

able to make us wise unto salvation. (II

Tim. 3:15.) This is why we are

commanded to "search the Scriptures "

(Jno. 5:39.) Here we have all things

necessary for life and godliness (II Pet.

1:2). We are commanded not to go

beyond the Word of God (I John 10.9.)

Jesus is the Author and finisher of our

faith. (Heb. 12:21) and is therefore able

to save us. (Heb. 5:9 Heb. 7:25.) We

should forsake the world and those who

are joined to idols and turn to God

while He may be found. We are

commanded to repent (Acts 17:30) and



we have no excuse if we do not obey

God. (Rom. 1:20.) — Via Gospel
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Changes Are Gradual -

Richard R. Poplin
In my early school days I was told

there was a time when ice covered

much of the North American continent.

Then, when this ice began to melt,

glaciers moved down the mountains,

carrying before them rocks and dirt and

forming rivers and valleys. I pictured

that time (whenever it was) as

extremely cold. I wondered if plants

and animals could have lived in such

low temperatures. But more than

twenty years ago, at Yosemite National

Park, a ranger gave an explanation of

the glaciers that not only cleared up my

thinking on that subject but also gave

me an illustration which is applicable in

many other areas as well.

He said that years ago there were

winter and summer just as now, but the

winters were a little colder with a little

more accumulation of snow in the

mountains. The summers were not

quite as long or as warm as now. Every

year there was a little more snow left

over which did not melt. This packed

down and caused the glaciers. When

the cycle changed, there was a little less

snow in the winter and more melting in

the summer. Then the glaciers began to

move.

This explanation taught me that

changes usually do not come suddenly.

Often they are so gradual that they are

hardly noticeable. If a person had been

living in that time he probably could

have seen little difference in the winters

and summers then and now. But a little

change every day for a long period of

time can amount to a great difference.

Because changes are gradual, they

are the more dangerous. Some of the

most dreadful diseases that attack the

human body are not easily detected

until they are in the final stages.

The same is true of the church.

Attitudes toward the word of God and

concepts of the church change long

before these things are detected in the

practices. The symptoms that first

appear are seemingly so innocent that

they are hardly noticed by the majority.

When we look at the Christian

church today with its organs, choirs,

institutions, Lord's supper on Thursday

night, dedication of babies, open

membership and such like (and all of

these things are practiced by that

church in Shelbyville, Tennessee), it is

hard to see how such a change could

have taken place in less than fifty years.

Did it turn, all at once, from soundness

to the present apostasy? No, the change

was gradual; but when Bible principles

were left behind, the departure began to

pick up speed.

I have talked to a few people still

living today who were members of the

church in Shelbyville in 1913. They

have told me how the piano was first

brought in. It was used first for the

opening songs of the Sunday School. (I

believe I am correct in stating that it

happened to be in the building in the

first place for use in a wedding.) Before

the hour of worship it was pushed

behind curtains.

Later, a meeting was to be held and

some thought more people could be

attracted if the piano was used in the

night services through the week. It still

wasn't used during the worship on

Sunday morning. But needless to say, it

wasn't long before it was used in that

service also.   That opened the flood gates and now anything goes in that

congregation. If the instrument had been brought in all at once for use in the

worship, there would have been many who would have objected. But it was

brought in gradually. When it was finally used in the worship, there were just a few

who left and began meeting in the courthouse. Brother Gus Dunn was one of the

early preachers for them after beginning to meet in the courthouse.

The same pattern is seen in the churches of Christ today. People who would

oppose the whole institutional, college-in-the-budget, recreation hall, kitchen-in-

the-church-building package are given one thing at a time and hardly know what

is happening. They are finally conditioned to accept it all.

Yes, the thinking is changed gradually before the practices are changed.  When

the elders of Israel came to Samuel and said, "Behold, thou art old, and thy sons

walk not in thy ways: now make us a king to judge us like all the nations," (1 Sam.

8:5) the thought of a king was not new to them. If they had only been concerned

with Samuel's age and his sons' unfaithfulness, they could have requested him to

give them judges that were faithful. They were using an excuse to ask for

something that they wanted already. They wanted to be like the nations around

them. The Lord said to Samuel, "They have not rejected thee, but they have

rejected me, that I should not reign over them." (I Sam. 8:7) Samuel and his sons

were not the real reason; the trouble was the attitude of the Israelites toward God.

Churches of the Lord today do not change from sound practices to unscriptural

ones in a matter of days or weeks; but where there has been a change of attitude

toward God's word and in the concept of the church, there will be a change in

practice and that more rapidly as time goes on.

Often there is a restraining influence in a church, but it is noticeable to those who

know what is going on that the drift is accelerated when that restraining influence

— be it the preacher, an elder or whatever — is removed. But the sad thing is that

so many of the members in the church are not able to detect the drift. They cannot

see from whence they have come or where they are going. When they finally arrive

at apostasy, they do not realize what has happened.

Recently a preacher friend, with whom I was well acquainted a few years ago,

told a mutual friend while they were

discussing the parallel between the

benevolent societies and the missionary

society, "Why, the only thing wrong

with the missionary society is its

domination of the churches." With an

attitude such as that in the church we

can expect anything.

Yes, changes are gradual, but one

wonders how far liberal churches which

believe "there is no pattern" will go in

a few short years. ---- Via Gospel
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