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How Our Faith Saves Us — By Ron Boatwright
In order to be pleasing to God so we

can be saved, we must have faith in

Him. Jesus says, "for if you do not

believe that I am He, you will die in

your sins" (John 8:24). If we do not

believe in God and in Christ, we will

not do anything They tell us to do.

"But without faith it is impossible to

please Him, for he who comes to God

must believe that He is, and that He is

a rewarder of those who diligently

seek Him" (Hebrews 11:6). Our faith

must cause us to diligently to seek

God if we are to be saved. To believe

in Christ is to believe and do what He

teaches.

But what is faith? "Now faith is the

substance of things hoped for, the

evidence of things not seen" (Hebrews

11:1). Faith is not a feeling, an

opinion, or a hunch. Faith is based on

facts. Faith is a firm persuasion and

conviction in what one believes. True

faith causes us to place all our

confidence in the Lord, and to do

everything He tells us to do. Only then

will our faith save us.

How do we get faith? "So then faith

comes by hearing and hearing by the

word of God" (Romans 10:17). It is

by the grace of God through faith that

we are saved. "For by grace you have

been saved through faith, and that not

of yourselves; it is the gift of God"

(Ephesians 2:8). We can never earn

our way to heaven, but we must be

obedient to God if we expect to go

there. Jesus says, "So likewise you,

when you have done all those things

which you are commanded, say, we

are unprofitable servants. We have

done what was our duty to do" (Luke

17:10). We are saved by the grace of

God when our faith works by love.

"For in Christ Jesus neither

circumcision nor uncircumcision

avails anything, but faith working

through love" (Galatians 5:6). "By

whom we have received grace and

apostleship, for the obedience to the

faith" (Romans 1:5). In order to

receive the grace of God we must have

an obedient faith. If our faith is not an

obedient faith, then we have a dead

faith. "Thus also faith by itself, if it

does not have works, is dead" (James

2:17). "But do you know, O, foolish

man, that faith without works is dead"

(James 2:20). "For the body without

the spirit is dead, so faith without

works is dead also" (James 2:26). Our

faith cannot be alive until it acts.

T h e re  a re  m a n y  in  th e

denominational world who say that we

are saved by "faith only" and that there

is nothing we can do to affect our

salvation. They say we are saved the

moment we believe and accept Jesus

as our personal saviour and say the

"sinner’s prayer". Nothing could be

farther from the truth than this. This

may sound impressive but this is

Satan’s way of causing people to be

eternally lost. We do not earn our

salvation but we qualify for it only

when we have done what God tells us

we must do. Satan is trying to tell

people today that they do not have to

do anything to receive God’s gift of

eternal life. If Satan can only cause us

not to do what God requires, then

Satan has achieved his purpose in

causing us to be lost. The Bible does

not say we are saved by "faith only",

but it says the very opposite. "You see

then that a man is justified by works,

and not by faith only" (James 2:24). If

one says we are saved by faith only

then he is no better than the demons

because, "Even the demons believe

and tremble" (James 2:19).

Just believing is not good enough

for one to be saved. "Nevertheless

even among the rulers many believed

in Him, but because of the Pharisees

they did not confess Him, lest they

should be put out of the synagogue;

for they loved the praise of men more

than the praise of God" (John 12:42-

43). God requires action on our part

for us to be saved. "By faith Abel

offered to God a more excellent

sacrifice than Cain" (Hebrews 11:4).

It took action on Abel’s part in

obeying God’s command. "By faith

Noah…moved by godly fear, prepared

an ark for the saving of his household"

(Hebrews 11:7). Without an active

faith Noah would have perished. "By

faith Abraham obeyed…offered up

Isaac" (Hebrews 11:8, 17). Abraham

was pleasing to God because he had an

obedient faith. We are not saved by

faith alone. We are not saved by works

alone. We are saved by "faith working

through love" (Galatians 5:6).

We are not saved at the point of

faith. We are saved when our faith

causes us to obey the Lord’s

requirements in order to qualify for

His grace. "And having been

perfected, He became the author of

eternal salvation to all who obey Him"

(Hebrews 5:9). The Lord has

promised salvation only to those who

obey Him. Jesus says, "Not everyone

who says to Me, Lord, Lord, shall

enter the kingdom of heaven, but he

who does the will of My Father in

heaven" (Matthew 7:21). We can only

go to heaven when we have done the

will of the Father. We cannot go to

heaven by obeying the "faith only"

doctrine of men which is really the

doctrine of Satan. The purpose of the

"faith only" doctrine is "to pervert the

gospel of Christ" (Galatians 1:7) and

cause people to be eternally lost. If we

are to qualify for God’s salvation we

must do what God says, in the way He

says, and for the expressed reason He

says.

If our faith is to save us then it must

act by manifesting itself in obedience

to the instructions of God’s word.

After one has heard and believed

God’s word, he must repent. Jesus

says, "Unless you repent you will all

likewise perish" (Luke 13:3). We

must be willing to confess our belief in

Jesus before men. Jesus says,

"Therefore whoever confesses Me

before men, him will I confess before

My Father who is in heaven"

(Matthew 10:32). Then our Lord says,

"He that believes and is baptized shall

be saved" (Mark 16:16). Baptism is

not a work of merit which man can



boast, but one of humble obedience to

God. Our faith must cause us to "work

out your own salvation with fear and

trembling" (Philippians 2:12). Our

faith must cause us to obey God so we

can be saved and go to heaven.

FAITH - via LaVista church
of Christ bulletin

We talk so often about faith and our

need to have faith, but exactly what is

faith? How would you describe it? In

the Bible, faith is used in two different

senses. First there is the faith that

consists of the things you believe. The

doctrines and teachings that you

believe are from God and that you

must follow composes your faith.

Second, when you show trust in

someone, such as God, accepting what

they have said without questioning the

truth of their statement, then that too is

faith.

In Hebrews 11:1, we see that faith

is the foundation of the things we hope

for in the future and the proof of the

things we cannot see. To say that the

chair you are sitting on exists is not

due to your faith. You can see and

touch the chair. Its existence is a fact.

However, to state how the world came

into being is a matter of faith. We did

not see it come into being and we

cannot reproduce it today so we can

e x a m in e  th e  p ro c ess .  W h e n

evolutionist state that the world

evolved into its current state, they are

making a statement of faith. They

cannot prove they are right, they can

only state what they believe happened.

Similarly, Christians believe that God

made the world. There are many

pieces of evidence supporting this

belief, but we cannot prove it as a

solid fact.

Even when we talk about our plans

for the future, we must accept those

plans as a matter of faith. The future

has not happened yet, so we cannot

consider it a fact. We cannot even

make things happen just the way we

would like them to occur. There are

too many things that are outside of our

control. Therefore, when we talk about

our future plans, we are expressing our

faith in what will happen.

Take a moment to read John 9:1-41.

This chapter not only tells us about

Jesus healing a blind man, but we also

learn details about how people reacted

to this miracle. Notice that it did not

require faith to see that the blind man

was healed. It was a provable fact. The

leaders of the Jews proved by many

witnesses that the man was born blind

and had been blind all his life. The

man, himself, was evidence that he

could now see. It also did not require

faith to know that Jesus did the

healing. Again, witnesses, including

the man, testified that Jesus did

"something" to the man. Faith only

comes into play when the people had

to decide how Jesus did the healing. In

other words, did Jesus' power to heal

come from God or from some other

source. That was the part that was not

seen. 

Turn a bit further and read John

12:9-11. Notice once again, it did not

require faith to say Lazarus was raised

from the dead. All knew that he died

after a lingering illness. He had been

in the grave for four days. Now he was

living among them once again. It also

did not require faith to know that Jesus

raised him from the dead. Many

witnessed Jesus calling Lazarus from

the grave. Faith comes into play when

we decide by whose power Jesus

raised Lazarus. The Jews hated the strength of this evidence so much that they

plotted to kill Lazarus because the people were believing in Jesus.

As Christians, there are many things in which we believe. It all starts with

Genesis. We believe that God created the universe and this world from absolutely

nothing (Hebrews 11:3). There are some who claim to be Christians who have

trouble with this concept, but if a person does not believe this, then it will affect

your entire view of the Bible. If you cannot trust the Bible to tell the full truth about

how the world began, then how can you trust later parts of the same book? Because

we believe God created us, we then strive to please our Creator (Hebrews 11:6).

Christians believe that the Bible is God's spoken word, written in the original

languages exactly as God desired, and that the Bible contains everything we need

by which to live (II Timothy 3:16-17).

The Bible is filled with many examples of people with strong faith. Abraham left

his home to travel to a foreign land which he had never seen before. After arriving,

he accepted it as an inheritance for his children even though he did not possess the

land, nor did he have a child to whom to give the land. He believed it was his,

simply because God said it was so. Later, God blesses him with a son, the child

Abraham longed for his whole life, but then God tells Abraham to sacrifice him.

Abraham sets out to do it, simply because God said to do it.

Noah built an ark, for 120 years, suffering ridicule in a world that probably never

saw rain, simply because God said He was going to flood the entire world. Noah

had no evidence that such things were possible, but Noah believed God.

Mary was told she would bear a son, though she would remain a virgin. The son

she would bear would be the savior of all mankind. As unlikely as this sounds,

Mary believed the messenger because God said it would happen.

Notice in the various accounts of people of faith, their faith is always shown by

the person's actions. None of these people said "I believe you Lord" and then did

nothing. If they had done nothing, then we could say that they did not truly believe

(James 2:17-26).

The same requirement of belief remains for us today. God's Word tells us how

to be saved. We know that His Word is binding and that one day we will be judged

by it (Hebrews 2:1-3). We cannot just listen to God, we must do something about

what He has told us (James 1:22). We must believe God, trusting Him with our

lives (Mark 16:16). We must repent of our past sins, turning to a new life (Luke

13:3-5). We must demonstrate our faith by confessing that Christ is the Son of God

(Acts 8:35-37). We then must be baptized to die to our old way of life and to join

Christ in a new life (Romans 6:3-6). To that new life, we must remain obedient for

the remainder of our days (Matthew 7:21). 

The question is: Do you trust God? Are

you willing to do what He has asked of you,

even though it sounds unlikely? Are you

willing to follow after Him, even though

you will not see evidence of the salvation

you hope for until after you die? How much

faith do you have in God?


