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THE CHURCH THAT JESUS BUILT - Part 2
Builder and Owner 

“I will build My church.”
Whatever might have existed in
earlier times and have been called
“church” was not what Jesus here
promised to build (Acts 7:38).
What He anticipated would be
something that He would initiate
and would be peculiarly His own.
It is true that Jesus did not
personally construct the church
while on the earth but left such
work for His apostles to carry out
after His ascension to heaven (Acts
2). For this work He sent the Spirit
of truth to guide them (Jn. 16:13).
Through their proclamation of Him
as Lord and Christ and people’s
reception of the gospel message,
the church began to take shape as
the materials were being formed.
This building process was possible
because Jesus had laid the
foundation by this time through
demonstration of His messiahship
and deity. It was for the belief of
people that He demonstrated
beyond honest and reasonable
doubt that He was who He claimed
to be; apart from that belief and the

willingness to act upon it there
could be no church. From heaven
He sent the Spirit and from heaven
He supervised the building of is
His church. It was and is His
because all that pertains to it is part
of His work: (1) His deity was His
by essential nature and His
messianic role was His by the
Father’s appointment, giving the
foundation its divine quality. (2)
All who compose the church are
His by their willing reception of
the gospel, including its message
that He is God’s Son with power,
giving the superstructure its
relationship to Christ. To state the
same principle another way, we
would say that all members of
Christ’s body have been filtered
through the gospel, which admits
only penitent, baptized believers
into the church. By virtue of their
belief of the gospel and their
penitent obedience in baptism, they
are saved from their sins and added
by Christ to the church (Acts 2:38,
41, 47). Thus saved and added by
Him, they are His—“My church.” 

Only as we believe Him and act

according to His instructions as
head of the church do we honor the
One who built the church. There
ought to be no inclination to speak
or act as if the church is “our
church.” Whatever positive traits
characterize the body of Christ
derive from Christ, our foundation
and builder. Redeemed with the
price of His blood, all in the church
are His property, with no property
rights of our own. Paul explained
that “ye are not your own, for ye
were bought with a price” (1 Cor.
6:19-20). Only by viewing
ourselves as being His possession
and conducting ourselves in accord
with His will can we glorify the
Lord, whose we are. 

Time of Building 
Jesus looked to the future in His

promise to build the church. “I will
build My church.” Nothing that
originated before this discussion
between Jesus and the disciples
was the Lord’s church, for Jesus
said it still had to be built. It is
sometimes claimed by men that the
church had its inception at
creation, in the call of Israel out of
Egypt, or during the preparatory
ministry of John the baptizer; but
each such claim falls on its face as
untrue against the clear light of
Jesus’ promise of the future
building of His church. 

A bit of study will reveal why
Jesus could not have earlier built
His church. Though Jesus was

divine before His entry into this
world by being born to Mary, His
deity was not demonstrated to men.
The same can be said of His role as
messiah, for the Father’s plan to
send Him into the world with His
approval did not become obvious
to men until Jesus had come to
earth, lived, died, buried, been
resurrected from the dead, and
ascended to heaven. Peter
confessed Jesus in Matthew 16
because divine revelation caused
him to do so. Divine revelation that
would benefit all people awaited
future events. Only when Jesus had
completed His earthly career did
people in general have a firm basis
for belief in Him, and only after
His coronation at God’s right hand
did He begin to exert His regal
power as king. The foundation of
the church thus depended on His
life, death, resurrection, and reign.
If the church had been build before
Jesus ascended, there would have
been no foundation. It is no
surprise that Jesus built His church
only after He had left earth. Only
then was it demonstrable that the
gates of Hades could not deter the
building of His church. Only then
would the gospel message be
proclaimed in the name of the risen
Christ (Lk. 24:26-27). Only then
were people called upon to repent
and be baptized in the name of
Christ (Acts 2:38). Only then were
baptized believers added by the
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Lord to the church (Acts 2:47).
Any attempt to build the church
before Pentecost in Acts 2 would
have been truly premature, lacking
the certainty that it could have later
enjoyed. 

What Jesus Built 
In studying what Jesus promised

and built, we learn that God’s
people composed the church. The
people that He had so long sought
through Old Testament times and
arrangements were now built upon
the foundation that He himself had
laid. Different figures used in the
New Testament teach us what
Jesus built. 

From the standpoint of their
loyalty to God, His people were the
family of God, made up of spiritual
children (1 Tim. 3:15). From the
viewpoint of their privileges and
responsibilities under the reign of
Christ, they are citizens in the
spiritual kingdom (Col. 1:13). As
people married to Christ and
demonstrating their allegiance to
Him, they are His bride (2 Cor.
11:2; Eph. 5:22-32). In their
relation to Christ as master and
teacher, those in the church are
disciples and Christians (Acts
11:26). In their connection with
each other, they sometimes are
portrayed as members of a body
headed by Christ (Eph. 1:23).
While it is not the body of
Ephesians 1:23, even in a local-
church context the members are

compared to a physical body (1
Cor. 12:12-27). As those
empowered to serve and worship
God for themselves, apart from
human mediation, Christians are
priests in the holy priesthood (1
Pet. 2:5). The makeup of the
Lord’s church is easily learned by
such a comparison with these
figures, for they all convey helpful
information about God’s people,
built upon the foundation of Jesus
Christ. In other words, we see in all
such figures/illustrations the
connection of the church to the
very foundation laid by the Lord,
for all of them depend on the
acceptance of Jesus’ divine
messiahship. Only when people
hear God’s prophet, bow before the
reigning king, and are cleansed by
the high priest’s atoning work can
they become part of the church or
enter any of the parallel
relationships mentioned in this
paragraph. 

What Jesus did on Pentecost in
beginning the church, He continues
to do by the same means of gospel
preaching and obedience on the
part of individuals (1 Pet. 2:5).
The work of redemption, finalized
in Christ’s work, must be applied
to individuals through the work of
preaching the gospel. As long as
people are responding in faith to
the gospel, living stones “are being
built” into the spiritual house
(NKJB rendering of Peter’s verse).

The spiritual house begun on that memorable Pentecost is an unfinished
work, because the Lord’s delay of His coming mean more souls can be
saved (2 Pet. 3:15).

It reasonably follows the preceding line of thought that those built by
Christ into His church would designated as His people. Whatever the
Lord called them is what they ought to call themselves. Earlier parallel
relationships teach us what the Lord sometimes called His people. No
formal (proper) name is there found that must be always employed to the
exclusion of the other names. Brethren insisting on one such name ought
to face this reality. Brethren seeking to escape association with the
teaching/practice mandated by Christ, by avoidance of some name found
in the New Testament, ought also to face this reality. **** Concluded In
Next weeks Bulletin **** 


