
The Examiner     
Published by the Winter Park church of Christ                          

Meeting at: 2122 Market Street; Wilmington NC 28403
www.winterparkcocnc.com

Vol. 2, No. 34 Edited by John Cripps November 30 ,2014th

The Power of Godliness 
by Mike Willis Danville, Indiana 

In Paul's description of the
apostasy which would occur in
the last days, he said that men
would come, having "a form of
godliness, but denying the power
thereof" (2 Tim. 3:5). Godliness
has both a form and a power. We
need to understand what
godliness is in order to see how
one could have the form of
godliness without its power.

What Is Godliness?
Some have defined "godliness"

as "God-like-ness," but that is a
poor definition of the word.
Translated from eusebeia,
godliness means "piety towards
God" (Thayer, p. 262). It denotes
a manner of life which shows
reverence and respect for God. In
pagan literature, a person showed
"godliness" by his participation
in the public worship of the
pagan gods and by his respect for
sacred things.

The opposite of "godliness" is
"ungodliness." Translated from
asebeia, ungodliness is "want of

reverence towards God, impiety"
(Thayer, p. 79). In his Synonyms
of the New Testament, R.C.
Trench said that "ungodliness" is
"positive and active irreligion,
and this is contemplated as a
deliberate withholding from God
of his dues of prayer and of
service, a standing, so to speak,
in battle array against him" (p.
2 4 2 ) .  The  Theo log i c a l
Dictionary of the New Testament
defines asebeia as "complete
contempt for God and his will . .
. it can be used for the wicked
doer in the broadest sense" (Vol.
VII, p. 188).

The Power of Godliness
Godliness is reverence for

God, piety. It is expressed in
such verses as Habakkuk 2:20 -
"But the Lord is in his holy
temple: let all the earth keep
silence before him" (cf. Psa.
33:8). Recognition that one is in
the presence of God becomes a
motivating force in one's life.
B.C. Caffin expressed the idea

this way:
A godly man sets God always

before him; the thought of God
controls his whole life; his effort
to do all things in the name of
the Lord Jesus, to live unto the
Lord, to seek his glory only. This
holy reverence for the felt
presence of God can only be
maintained in the life of faith and
self-control; in the worldly fife
of mere pleasure and business it
cannot flourish. God is the center
of the devout life, the life of
g o d l i n e s s  ( T h e  P u l p i t
Commentary. 2 Peter, pp. 13-
14).

The power of godliness can be
seen in Joseph's resistance of
Potiphar's wife's advances. He
said, "How then can I do this
great wickedness, and sin against
God?" (Gen. 39:9) His
awareness of the presence of
God kept him from committing
adultery. This is the power of
godliness?

Some hold the forms of
godliness but do not have its
power. They express piety with
their lips and go through the
motions of reverencing God in
worship, but commit deeds of
ungodliness. Jim Bakker is a
good example of one who
manifested the forms of
godliness but lacked its power.

His television shows expressed
love for God and men. He spoke
frequently about the Holy Spirit
and prayer, all the while being
guilty of adultery, bribery, cover-
up, fraud, and other forms of
wickedness. This is the form of
godliness without its power.

Applications of Godliness
1. In attendance of public

worship. One should show
enough reverence for God to be
present in the worship
assemblies (Heb. 10:25). The
man who willfully absents
himself from the worship
assemblies manifests these
attitudes:
 (a) lack of thankfulness toward
God (we who receive go many
blessings from God should feel
thankful toward him for his grace
toward us); 
(b) lack of interest in the study of
God's word;
 (c) lack of interest in the
spiritual welfare of other
Christians (Heb. 10:24). How
can a man claim to be godly
while withholding from God his
worship?

2. In his conduct at worship
services. Ethan the Ezrahite said
"God is greatly to be feared in
the assembly of the ai , saints,
and to be had in reverence of all
them that are about him" (Psa.



89-7). How much reverence is
shown to God when a person
disrupts the worship assembly by
whispering, talking, passing
notes, sleeping, playing with
babies, etc.? How much
reverence is shown to God by
not participating in singing?
How much reverence is shown to
God by being present in the
worship assembly but looking
upon it as a burdensome chore
(Mal. 1:13-14)?

3. In dress at the worship
assembly. There is no standard
of dress which must be worn
when assembling with other
saints to worship God. God does
not legislate a coat and tie for
men or high heels and dress for
women. However, there is a
degree of respect shown by how
we dress. A preacher who
showed up to perform a wedding
wearing blue jeans, a T-shirt and
tennis shoes would be
condemned for his manner of
dress. He would be showing a
lack of respect for the occasion.

What attitude does a person
show toward God when he
shows up for worship wearing a
shirt imprinted with an emblem
of Coors beer or a picture of
some rock singing group
(KISS)? Has one shown a
reverence for God by wearing
such attire?

4. In the use of God's name.
One of the Ten Commandments
was "Thou shalt not take the
name of the Lord thy God in
vain" (Exod. 20:7). "Holy and
reverend is the name of the
Lord" (Psa. 111:9). Under the
law of Moses a man was stoned
to death for cursing and
blaspheming the name of the
Lord (Lev. 24:10-16). Our
society, like that of many others
before, shows little regard for the
name of God, using his name for
cursing men and strong
exclamatory remarks. The man
who uses God's name in cursing
is an impious man.

Conclusion
Are you a godly person? Do

you have only the form of
godliness or do you also have its
power? Your awareness of God's
presence and your intention to
walk pleasing to him manifests
godliness in your life. "Exercise
thyself... unto godliness. For
bodily exercise profiteth little:
but godliness is profitable unto
all things, having promise of the
life that now is, and of that
which is to come" (1 Tim. 4:7-
8). "Godliness with contentment
is great gain" (1 Tim 6:6). 
Via - Guardian of Truth
XXXIII: 24, pp. 738, 751 
December 21, 1989

"Be Ye Thankful" ---- Larry Ray Hafley
For children of God, every day is a day of thanksgiving. Even our pleas and

petitions are to be accompanied by expressions of thanks �  "With thanksgiving let

your requests be made known unto God" (Phil. 4:6). Jesus commended the giving

of thanks for kindnesses shown and blessings bestowed (Luke 17). One of the first

signs of depravity is the lack of thankfulness (Rom. 1:21). Truly, brethren, "be ye

thankful" (Col. 3:15). "In everything give thanks: for this is the will of God in

Christ Jesus concerning you" (1 Thess. 5:18).

While our nation's "Thanksgiving Day" is not a special day of worship for the

people of God, it is encouraging to note the gracious words of reverence and

respect that instituted our national holiday. President George Washington said:

Whereas it is the duty of all nations to acknowledge the providence of Almighty

God, to obey his will, to be grateful for his benefits, and humbly to implore his

protection and favor ... now therefore I do recommend and assign Thursday, the

26th day of November . . . to be devoted by the people of these States to the service

of that great and glorious Being, who is the beneficent Author of all the good that

was, that is, or that will be; that we may then all unite in rendering unto him our

sincere and humble thanks for his kind care and protection of the people of this

country.. .

President Abraham Lincoln said:

The year that is drawing to its close has been filled with the blessings of fruitful

fields and healthful skies. . . . No human counsel hath devised, nor hath any mortal

hand worked out these great things. They are the gifts of the . . . Most High God.

. . . I do, therefore, invite my fellow citizens in every part of the United States . .

. to set apart and observe the last Thursday of November . . . as a day of

Thanksgiving and Praise to our beneficent Father who dwelleth in the heavens.

Can anyone imagine our current president being able to express similar sentiments

without being hooted off the stage and ridiculed in the liberal press? Is it any

wonder, therefore, that our nation's moral and spiritual fiber is coming apart at the

seams, whether in the darkness of deprived ghettos or in brightness of depraved

corporate board rooms? Until presidents can once again echo the wonderful

words of Washington and

Lincoln without fear o f

mocking derision, our great

country will continue its

inevitable decline. But, while

we fervently pray and fondly

hope for a new birth of respect

for holiness and godliness, let

us not fail to give thanks and

praise "to our beneficent Father

who dwelleth in" heaven.   Via

---- Guardian of Truth XLI:

23 p. 1 - December 4, 1997


