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How We Learn From The Bible - Part Two
The Silence of Scripture 

There are many popular religious
practices and doctrines, not
specifically mentioned in the Bible
that are justified on the principle of
silence. Since the practice or doctrine
is not even mentioned, or alluded to,
many feel perfectly free to teach and
practice what pleases them. The one
proviso is that it must not be
specifically forbidden by inspiration.

Such an attitude is quite
presumptuous.  To presume
something is to speak or act without
warrant or proudly. It presumes to
know the mind of God. Such an
attitude seeks to make up God's mind
for him. No mere man has the power
or right to invade the secret precincts
of God's mind and declare what God
approves or disapproves. Sadly,
many do.

One hallmark of the Lord's church
has been the slogan, "We speak
where the Bible speaks and where
the Bible is silent, we are silent."
W h a t e ve r  c o me s  n e x t  i s
presumption. Whether God approves
counting beads, using candles and
incense to aid prayer cannot be
learned by direct statement, approved
apostolic example, or necessary

inference. The only authority for it is
what God hasn't revealed. It can only
be "authorized" by human wisdom
and human tradition.

Sincere Bible students never deny
that the knowledge of God's mind is
possible. Some are mixed up on how
to find where God has revealed his
mind. Paul wrote, "Eye hath not
seen, nor ear heard, neither have
entered into the heart of man, the
things which God hath prepared
for them that love him. But God
hath revealed them unto us by his
Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all
things, yea, the deep things of God"
- 1 Cor. 2:9-10.

Only what is revealed is the basis
of authorized teaching and practice.
All else is not only presumptuous; it
is amounts to going beyond the
teaching of our Lord - 2 John 9-11.
No mere man knows the mind of God
outside what the Lord reveals in
scripture - Rom. 11:33-36. His mind
is revealed to us through apostolic
authority - Eph. 3:1-5.

The ancient prophet cried out, "O
LORD, I know that the way of man
is not in himself: it is not in man
that walketh to direct his steps" -

Jer. 10:23. Solomon wrote, "There
is a way which seemeth right unto
a man, but the end thereof are the
ways of death" - Prov. 14:12. God's
silence didn't authorize Nadab and
Abihu to offer any other fire than
what the Lord authorized. They paid
for their presumption - Lev. 10:1-2.
Hebrews 7:14 reads: "For it is
evident that our Lord sprang out
of Juda; of which tribe Moses
spake nothing concerning
priesthood." Only those of the
specified tribe of Levi could
scripturally perform priestly duties.
The Lord didn't specifically say none
could be priests from other tribes. He
simply specified the one tribe from
which priests could legitimately
serve.

The scriptures are divinely
revealed and tell mankind what
pleases God. There is no other source
of such information. The only way to
please God, to have the unity the
Bible requires, and to glorify and
honor God is to confine all teaching
and religious activity to that which is
revealed. There is also a slogan that
still rings true: "In matters of faith,
unity; in matters of opinion, liberty;
and in all things love."
Next, but what about Bible classes,
multiple communion cups, meeting
houses, etc." 

Expediency: 
The word "expedient" appears
several times in the New Testament.
As a noun, it has the basic meaning
of "advantage." When Jesus spoke of
restrictions on divorce and
remarriage, his disciples concluded:

"If the case is so with a man and his
wife, it is expedient (to his
advantage) not to marry" - Matt.
19:10. Normally it is used to state
what is best or better in decisions on
what to do or not do - John 11:50;
18:4; 2 Corl 8:10, etc.
Paul wrote, "All things are lawful for
me; but not all things are expedient.
All things are lawful for me; but I
will not be brought under the power
of any" - 1 Cor. 6:12. Expediency in
doing what God authorizes must
always be "in the faith" of our Lord -
Rev. 14:12. Nothing can be expedient
that is not done in execution of what
the Lord has authorized.

Since the scriptures recognize
expedient actions in either doing or
not doing what God authorizes, a
proper application of the principle
includes only things not mentioned
that are advantageous in doing what
the Lord commands. The authority
for expedients inheres in the
command they are helpful and best in
carrying out.

We have learned that the Lord
authorized his people to come
together and break bread as a
memorial to his death and suffering -
Matt. 26:26-27. To the Corinthian
church Paul delivered the command
given by Jesus to "do this in memory
of me" - 1 Cor. 11:23-24. There is an
approved apostolic example that they
did this "on the first day of the week"
- Acts 20:7. Since they were to repeat
this - 1 Cor. 11:26, and every week
has a first day, it is necessarily

http://www.winterparkcocnc.com


concluded that the observance is
done every first day of the week.

The time of day for observing the
memorial is a matter of choice. Here
is where we apply expediency. The
time best suited or most appropriate
is a matter of expediency. It is not
definite that the church at Troas
observed it late on Sunday evening.
What we know is that they
assembled on the first day of the
week to break bread. The church in
Jerusalem, on the day it came into
being, "broke bread" - Acts 2:42. No
time of day is indicated. It was after
about 3,000 people were baptized for
the remission of their sins.

That the church at Troas came
together "to break bread." We can
safely conclude they did so. When
they did it is not relevant. It may
have been expedient for some in the
early church to meet early in the
morning. Some of them were owned
by slave masters who expected them
to go to work on Sunday. It makes no
difference what time the church
observes the Lord's Supper as long as
it is done on the first day of the
week.

The command given to the church
to teach is exemplified by the words
of Paul to the church at Thessalonica.
He commended them in that, "from
you hath sounded forth the word of
the Lord, not only in Macedonia and
Achaia, but in every place your faith
to God-ward is gone forth; so that we
need not to speak anything" - 1
Thess 1:8.  "Every place" is all
inclusive. There is no specific day to

which the congregation of Christ's
people are limited in teaching.

In discussion with those who
believe all teaching done by a local
church must be confined to "one
undivided assembly," it has been
countered that there is no wrong
place to teach the Bible. If so, where
would it be? The early church did it
in a Jewish temple. Paul did it in their
synagogues and schools. A local
congregation may choose to have
separate Bible classes any time or any
day. So long as nothing but truth is
taught, so long as the result of the
local church's action is simply
teaching, any method of teaching is
an authorized expedient.

There are specific methods God has
given. God specifies that those with
the capacity of hearing, believing,
and repenting of their sins are the
only ones who are subjects of water
baptism. There is no authority to
baptize infants or those who cannot
reason. Therefore sprinkling or
pouring water on a candidate cannot
be expedient.

The only music mentioned in
connection with New Testament
worship is vocal music -- singing -
Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16; 1 Cor. 15:15-
16; Rom. 15:9; Heb. 2:12; James
5:13. The use of song books adds
nothing to the authorized action,
singing. Whatever is done when a
congregation sings together, when the
result is nothing but singing,
whatever is used to assist in the
singing comes under the authority to
sing. ---- By Dudley Ross Spears

A story goes that two friends were walking through the desert. During some

point of the journey they had an argument, and one friend slapped the other one

in the face. The one who got slapped was hurt, but without saying anything,

wrote in the sand: TODAY MY BEST FRIEND SLAPPED ME IN THE

FACE. 

 They kept on walking until they found an oasis, where they decided to take

a bath. The one who had been slapped got stuck in the mire and started

drowning, but the friend saved him. After he recovered from the near drowning,

he wrote on a stone: TODAY MY BEST FRIEND SAVED MY LIFE. 

The friend who had slapped and saved his best friend asked him, "After I hurt

you, you wrote in the sand and now, you write on a stone, why?" The other

friend replied, "When someone hurts us we should write it down in sand where

winds of forgiveness can erase it away. But, when someone does something

good for us, we must engrave it in stone where no wind can ever erase it." 

 

Learn to write your hurts in the sand and carve your benefits in stone.   --

anonymous

“ – ANY DEAD FISH CAN FLOAT DOWNSTREAM -GO

AGAINST THE FLOW ” – quote on Mouse pad


