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How We Learn From The Bible 
How we learn from the Bible is not as complex as some present it to be. No

special classes, catechisms, orientation or human creeds are required. Paul
wrote to the Ephesian church, "For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus
Christ for you Gentiles, if ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of
God which is given me to you-ward: how that by revelation he made known
unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words, hereby, when ye read,
ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ). - Eph. 3:1-4. 

The mystery was revealed, made known or manifest. It was not hidden in
cryptic messages that need special means of decoding. Timothy was a reader of
the Old Testament and he knew what he read. He learned the message he
studied -2 Tim. 3:15-16. Reading has to be done with a hunger and thirst after
what is true and right -- never just to prove a point. Jesus chided Jews of his day
for their faulty reading of scripture. They searched the scriptures but failed to
understand what the scriptures meant - John 5:39-40. Such a thing is always
dangerous.

How should we apply what we read? 
The will to obey or comply with what is read from holy writ gives assurance

of knowing the truth. "If any man will do his will, he shall know of the
doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether I speak of myself" - John 7:17.
The truth, once understood and obeyed brings freedom from sin - John 8:32.
Jesus commissioned his chosen ambassadors with the task of teaching or
making disciples. Disciples are students who are taught. They are made by
being taught the truth. Once a learner learns the truth and is baptized into the
name of the divine Godhead, he still needs teaching. Thus Jesus told his
apostles to make disciples (learners), baptizing them into the name of the sacred
Three. The Lord gave his apostles the duty of "teaching them to observe all
that I've commanded you. . ." - Matt. 28:19-20.

There are ways to learn what the Lord told his apostles to teach the church.
One is reading, the other is hearing and another is putting what is learned into
practice - James 1:21-22. We read not only what the apostles taught but also
what they did -- and we imitate them. This was the method of Jesus - Acts 1:1.
The apostles had the commission to set forth precedents that are to be imitated

by the church - Phil. 4:9; Heb. 13:7 (assume this last reference to be the
apostles who had spoken the word of God to them).

Jesus also said to his apostles, "Verily I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall
bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose on
earth shall be loosed in heaven" - Matt. 18:18. The apostles, under the direct
guidance of the Holy Spirit, were to bind or loose as they were instructed. No
man or set of men has that right. No mere human being has the right to bind
anything the Lord and his apostles didn't bind, nor does anyone have the right
to loose what they {God thru the Apostles - emp J.C.} did not loose. The only
legitimate and right binding done in the church is based on apostolic teaching
and/or practice. What precedents set forth by the apostles are binding on the
church? 

Under the direct guidance of the Holy Spirit, the apostles of Christ were to
make disciples of all nations - Matt. 28:19. They were the teachers of the
world, instructing all to deny ungodliness, worldly lusts and live soberly,
righteously and godly in the world looking for the soon return of Jesus - Titus
2:12-13.  By the time Peter was guided to write 2 Peter he claimed that all
things pertaining to life and godliness had been given by the grace of God - 2
Pet. 1:3. 

With the special divine grant these men were told, "Truly I say to you,
whatever you bind on earth shall have been bound in heaven; and whatever
you loose on earth shall have been loosed in heaven" - Matt. 18:18
(NASBU). Paul, the last addition to this select group, wrote: "Wherefore I
beseech you, be ye followers of me. For this cause have I sent unto you
Timotheus, who is my beloved son, and faithful in the Lord, who shall
bring you into remembrance of my ways which be in Christ, as I teach
every where in every church - 1 Cor. 4:16-17. {Divine - J.C.}Apostolic
instructions are the standard for every church that claims to belong to the Lord.

Apostolic instruction comes not only through their direct teaching; it comes
by observing the precedents set by apostolic authority. They set divine
precedents the Lord intends his church to follow. Thus Paul could write,
"Brethren, be followers together of me, and mark them which walk so as
ye have us for an ensample" - Phil. 3:17. (Note also Phil. 4:9). Following
Paul means to imitate his model, to copy and duplicate the actions of the
apostles. How does one learn when apostolic precedents are to be imitated?
There are a couple of maxims about biblical interpretation that determine this.

The Bible is a book or harmony. Interpreting one biblical teaching to
contradict another is fundamentally wrong. Since the New Testament teaches
us through precedents set by the apostles, no precedent is binding if it
contradicts plain teaching found elsewhere in the Bible.

The New Testament is applicable to all men in this dispensation of time.
Nothing the Lord requires of man to be saved and stay saved is beyond man's
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ability. Paul wrote the Corinthians about their giving and said, "it is accepted
according to that a man hath, and not according to that he hath not" - 2 Cor.
8:12.   Apostolic precedents that are in harmony with the sum of New
Testament teaching and are possible in this present dispensation are binding
precedents to be duplicated by the church.

It is evident that apostolic authority did not bind some things on the church.
Paul required Titus to submit to circumcision "because of the Jews" - Acts 16:3.
Paul also loosed this in his letter to the churches of Galatia - Gal. 5:6. Anything
tied to custom or culture, not wrong in itself, is not necessarily bound on the
church.

Only the apostles have the right to bind {As God has bound - J.C.}. When
they set a precedent for the church to follow only they {With God’s Approval -
J.C.} could loose it. We have a precedent that applies to the first day of the
week -- Sunday. The fact that Acts 2:42 relates what was done on the first day
of the week; the fact that at Troas the disciples met to break bread - Acts 20:7;
and the fact that the Corinthians were to contribute of their material means on
the first day of the week - 1 Cor. 15:2, sets a precedent for that day. 

A New Testament church must duplicate this today.
In the absence of any information that these activities were done on any other

day, the fact that nothing in this precedent contradicts any New Testament
teaching, and the fact that it is possible in any age for the church to duplicate
these activities on the first day of the week, makes this a precedent for us to
duplicate.  The conclusion to which all this brings us is that we have precedent
for meeting together on the first day of the week to observe the sacred memorial
feast in memory of the suffering of Jesus. We also have the precedent of
meeting on the first day of the week to contribute of our material means in order
for the Lord's church to carry out its divinely assigned mission. The apostles
bound the first day of the week. Where is there any evidence they ever loosed
it?

Another way we learn from the Bible is called necessary inference. 
It is a common method used by the Lord himself. First, allow me to define

what is meant by necessary inference.  Inference and opinion are the proper and
instant effect of human reasoning.  Jesus recognized the normal reasoning
power of accountable humans. On one occasion he warned his disciples to
beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees.  They wondered why he
spoke of leaven. They were "reasoning in their hearts" -- "Which when Jesus
perceived, he said unto them, O ye of little faith, why reason ye among
yourselves, because ye have brought no bread?" - Matt. 16:8. Other
references: Mark 2:8; 1 Cor. 1:10 (note "same judgment" -- conclusions
reached.)

Inferences and opinions we form as we learn from the Bible ought never be
bound as equal with divine law. Thomas Campbell, in the "Declaration and

Address," stated it this way. "That although inferences and deductions from
Scripture premises, when fairly inferred, may be truly called the doctrine of
God's holy word, yet are they not formally binding upon the consciences of
Christians farther than they perceive the connection . . ."

There is a difference in an inference "fairly" deduced and one that is
necessarily deduced from Scripture premises. Some logic books refer to this as
inescapable conclusions based on premises accepted as true. The book of
Hebrews is replete with necessary inferences that teach the superiority of the
New Covenant over the Old.

Jesus used a necessary inference to prove the Sadducees were wrong on the
resurrection of the dead. The Sadducees asked Jesus a trick question about a
woman who had successively married seven brothers, all of whom died. They
asked the Lord, "in the resurrection whose wife shall she be of the seven?" -
Matt. 22:28.   His answered in the logical format of necessary inference.  Jesus
cited Exodus 3:6 where God spoke to Moses and said, "I am the God of thy
father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob." Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob had been physically dead for centuries but Jesus used the
present tense "I am." He affirmed the necessary conclusion that God is still the
God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.   Based on the premise set forth in Exodus
3, Jesus necessarily inferred that, "God is not a God of the dead (those who do
not exist) but of the living." The necessary inference is that Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob still exist because God is not a God of the dead. The passage Jesus used
from Exodus 3 does not say God is a God of the living and not of the dead -- but
Jesus did. It is the inescapable conclusion drawn from true premises.  The
inescapable conclusion drawn from the premises Jesus used is a prime and
proper example of necessary inference. This is but one of many instances of the
use of necessary inferences by which we learn from the Bible. This legitimizes
our use of the same format as we seek to learn God's will for us. ---- By Dudley
Ross Spears *** Continued Next Week ***


